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The Port Townsend City Hall and Jefferson County Historical Museum is a brick
and stone structure designed by the firm of "Batwell and Patrick". Built in 1891
as the Seat of Government for the City of Port Townsend, its design is simple,
functional and victorian in general appearance. Materials used include native fir

Some of the walls are two feet thick and all crosswalls are of masonry. Originally
this structure had three stories until nature dealt the building a serious blow in the
form of a violent south wester in 1945 which severely damaged the tower and
third floor roof structure. The decision was made to remove the unusgble third floor
and replace it with a flat built-up roof. City offices occupy the main floor, with
the council chambers on the second story. These chambers are unique, for they
still contain the original oak desks and chairs for use by the council members.

An ornate railing with swinging gate separates the council members from the
public participants. Decorative wainscoting adorns the walls, while the doors

are a design of that period. The basement houses the old city jail which is
maintained as a museum exhibit in its original condition,
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Present Seat of city government, the building was constructed
in 1891 end now houses Jefferson County Historical HNuseum
and old basement jail in which Jack London was once incar-
cerated.

Thoughbuilt in 1891, the city hall was not finally
paid for until January 1, 1947, bringing to a happy conclus-
ion one of the most drawn-out and relatively costly finan-
cial fransactions of its type in Washington State annais.

Records show that the original bond issue for finan-
cing the city hall in the sum of 585,000 was approved by a
city vote June 2, 1891 by a margin of 4468 to 85. While the
original city hall bond issue was in the sum of $85,000),
much, much more than that was paid, including all interest,
by the time the deal was finally closed fifty-six years

later,

The basement houses the old city jail where, according to the older inhabitants,
Jack London was incarcerated on a drunken charge when he stopped here on

his way to Alaska aboard the Snark. We have been unable to find the original
record as the records have been carelessly preserved.
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Mrs Gerald A,
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Jefferson County Historical Society

DATE

1/22/70

STREET AND NUMBER:
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CiTY OR TOWN:

"Port Lownsend

STATE CODE

Washington
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State [ Local m
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Name

Charles H. Odegaard /

tittle Director - Washington State Parks

and Recreation Commission

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Date
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