Fom. 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M ass.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Blvmouth
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM YO ee onLy

ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COMMON :

Plymouth Rock

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOATSON Cong. District 12

STREET AND NUMBER;
Water Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Plymouth
COUN TY:
M ass. 025 Plymouth
\% CLASStFICATION
ATE RY
c co OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
Disfrict . Building C5 Public Public Acquisition; I | Occupied Yes:
Site - Structure ° Private I In Process d  Unoccupied Restricted
S Object +  Both I I Being Considered + Preservation work Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural I I Government B Pork 1 Transportation | | Comments
! | Commercial I | Industrial I 1 Privote Residence [2f Other (Specify)
I 1 Educotional «  Military I 1 Religious historical site
| 1 Entertainment Museum [ 1 Scientific
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Conmmonweal th of Massachusetts “Department of Public Wrks
STREET AND NUMBER:
100 Nashua Street @
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Boston M ass. U25—

5. LOCATfONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: ‘00
Commonweal th of Massachusetts - Treasurer's Office MO
STREET AND NUMBER:

State House o

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston M ass. 025
*. REPRESENtAtION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: SI
Inventory of thehistoric assets of Massachusetts
DATE OF SURVEY : 1963 ff. . Federal [3 State 1 1 County . Local

DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
Office of theSecretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston M ass. TT25



) 7. DESCR>PTION

(Check  One)
Excellent S Good . Foir . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
isj Altered . Unaltered [3 Moved . Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fif Imoivh® PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Plymouth Rock is situated at the foot of Cole's Hill onthe edge of Plyi“outh
Harbor where it is protected from the water by a granite seawall. In 174, when
an aitempt was made to move the Rock, it split nearly in half. One portion re-
mained inthe original location; the other portion was moved twice, until the two
halves were brought together near the original site in 18”.

McKim, Mead and™hite designed a classical canopy to be placed over the
stone for the tercentennary celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims. This gray
granite canopy, dedicated on November 29, 19210is 34' x 18 and 25' high. Sixteen
monolithic columns support its full entablature which is surmounted by a parapet.



co

[6J SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century . 18fh Century . 20th Century
15th Century H 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 1620" "T7'7|
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 1 Education . Political [ I Urban Planning *
[ 1 Prehistoric ( 1 Engineering « Religion/Phi- S Other (SpBcify)
Historic [ 1 Industry losophy
1 1 Agriculture I 1 Invention . Science
pri Architecture 1 1 Landscape o Sculpture settlement
Art Architecture e Socio I/Human-
1 i Commerce 1 1 Literature itarion
[ 1 Communications . Military Theater
1 1 Conservation . Music Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Plymouth Rock, a large granite boulder now incised with the date 1620, is the
traditional symbol of the landing of the Pilgrims to found the first permanent
English settlement in New England. The Rock was identified in 1741 by the 91-year
old Elder Thomas Faunce, who said that some of the original Pilgrim settlers head
pointed out this rock as the site on which they had come ashore. No mention of a
specific landing place is made in the official Pilgrim records; however, the vaue ol
the Plymouth Rock as a historic symbol over-rides the question of its authenticity
as the landing place.

In 1774, an attempt was made to move the Rock from the beach to the Plymouth
town sguare for the annual celebration of "Forefather's Day, " honoring the first
settlers. The Rock split, breaking roughly in half. The free half was placed on the
on the square where it remained for several decades; the in-place half was forgotteri
The Pilgrim Society was formed in 1821 to honor “those intrepid men who first
stepped on Plymouth Rock. " The Society on July 4, 17", again moved the upper
half of the Rock, from the town square to a position in front of Pilgrim Hall, the
Society's headquarters. The two halves of the Rock were brought together in 1880;
they now rest a the foot of Cole's Hill under a canopy designed by McKim, Mead
and White and presented to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by the National
Society of Colonial Dames.
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to orenclose with map)
[i »AME
common: Pl ymout h Rock
AND/OR HISTORIC:
li. LOCATION
STREET ANDN'JMBER:
u Water Street

CITY ORTOWN:

Plymouth

STATE: CoDE COUNTY:

Mass.

025 Plymouth
3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. Plymouth, Mass.
vi SCALE: 1:24,000
lu 1962
4. REQUIREWENTS
TO BEINCLUDED ONALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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iion. John F. X. revapea _
BtcretBT'j of the Co-saoawedltli

ias? ohixi5at3 lilstorietU. Caiiicdosoa I
Boston, fiaBstichustts t'2133 >

Dear 1<2r. mvostixt

We ore pleased to Inforsyou that the liistorlc j90Qpertlea listed oa
the eadlosura "ave be«a placed oa the iptioaal Reglater of illstorlc
Places. Oemtora Eawrd M. Ketkp<Sy sad Edwad  Bitj<Se aad |Me
ai™jTopriate RepireGeat«tivea have slso beea mtifXer. Please with-
hold finy ptaxLicity cathis taitdl you haw xweiwd a ca™aoa copy of
tlw Conr*pessond ccaregpcasaase

Sincarcly youra.

Ernest Allea Coaaaly
C'dief, Office of /iTdieology
aad iiistoar|c Preservatica

lioclo3ui«e

JUL 1 190
Entered i a tlie Bational Register

CC:

I HR
BGaable :nx 6/26/70 BASC FHiB BCTAIED HR
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July 16, 1970

M ss Elizabeth Dipple
Office of Archeol ogy and
Historic Preservation
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
801 19th Street, N W
Washington, D C, 20006

Dear M ss Dipple: o e

This is toconfirm the data | telephoned to you.
Moswet usset Hummock' s address i s Squantum Street, Quincy,
about 1000 feet northeast of.its intersection with Mor-
rissey Boul evard.

Di ghton Rock: Dighton Rock State Park, Berkeley, one mle
west of Bay View Avenue.

Al'so enclosed i s a photocopy of the clipﬁing fromthe
Wor cester Tel egram about Elm Park, about which | spoke to
you. | t reached ne by chance fromfriends in Wrcester

Thank you for your help on this.

Sincerely,

Richard W Hale Jr,

Acting Chairnman
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

Encl osure

RMH st



The Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washington, D C 20006

Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
REQ STEHRED MAI L
Dear sirs,

Encl osed are National Register subm ssionsfor:

Pl ymout h Rock, Plymouth, Massachusetts

These have been declared eligible for submssionby theKaMachusetts
Historical Conmm ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Conmm ssion and designated the State Liaison officer.

Sincerely yours,

c2l -~J4) 1n 'V

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion



