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4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts ^Department of Public Works 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

100 Nashua Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

5. LOCATfONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O D E 

U25— 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Treasurer's Office 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Sta te House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
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cn 

'Oo 
MO 

cf 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of Massachusetts 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 3 f f . • Fede ra l [ 3 State 1 I Coun ty • L o c a l 

Si 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O D E 

TT25 



) 7. DESCR>PTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F o i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

i s j A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

[ 3 Moved • O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f i f I m o i v n ^ P H Y SI C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Plymouth Rock is situated at the foot of Cole's Hill on the edge of Plyi^outh 
Harbor where it is protected from the water by a granite seawall. In 17^4, when 
an aitempt was made to move the Rock, it split nearly in half. One portion re­
mained in the original location; the other portion was moved twice, until the two 
halves were brought together near the original site in 18^. 

McKim, Mead and^hite designed a classical canopy to be placed over the 
stone for the tercentennary celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims. This gray 
granite canopy, dedicated on November 29, 1921 îs 34' x 18' and 25' high. Sixteen 
monolithic columns support its ful l entablature which is surmounted by a parapet. 
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|6J SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry H 17th Centu ry 

1620" 

• 18fh Centu ry 

• 19th Centu ry 

"T7?l 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 1 1 E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c ( 1 E ng ine e r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

• H i s t o r i c [ 1 I ndus t r y losophy 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e I 1 I n v e n t i o n • Sc ience 

p r i A r c h i t e c t u r e 1 1 L a n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e • Socio l / H u m a n -

1 i Commerce 1 1 L i t e r a t u r e i t a r i o n 
[ 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M i l i t a r y • T h e a t e r 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • M u s i c • T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ I Urban Planning ^ 

S Other (SpBcify) 

se t t l ement 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Plymouth Rock, a large granite boulder now incised with the date 1620, is the 
traditional symbol of the landing of the Pilgrims to found the f irst permanent 
English settlement in New England. The Rock was identified in 1741 by the 91-year 
old Elder Thomas Faunce, who said that some of the original Pilgrim settlers had 
pointed out this rock as the site on which they had come ashore. No mention of a 
specific landing place is made in the official Pilgrim records; however, the value ol 
the Plymouth Rock as a historic symbol over-rides the question of its authenticity 
as the landing place. 

In 1774, an attempt was made to move the Rock from the beach to the Plymouth 
town square for the annual celebration of "Forefather's Day, " honoring the first 
settlers. The Rock split, breaking roughly in half. The free half was placed on the 
on the square where it remained for several decades; the in-place half was forgotteri 
The Pilgrim Society was formed in 1821 to honor "those intrepid men who first 
stepped on Plymouth Rock. " The Society on July 4, 1 ^ ^ , again moved the upper 
half of the Rock, from the town square to a position in front of Pilgrim Hall, the 
Society's headquarters. The two halves of the Rock were brought together in 1880; 
they now rest at the foot of Cole's Hill under a canopy designed by McKim, Mead 
and White and presented to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by the National 
Society of Colonial Dames. 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

[ i »iAME 

S T A T E 

Mass, 

C O U N T Y 

Plymouth 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C O M M O N : Plymouth Rock 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

l i . LOCATION 
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S T R E E T A N D N ' J M B E R : 

Water S t r e e t 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P l y m o u t h 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

C O D E 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 
025 P l y m o u t h 0?3 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. Plymouth, Mass. 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

1962 

4. REQUlReWENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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iI30-HR JUL 6 i370 

iion. John F. X. revapea 
Btcre.tBT'j of the Coi-saoawealtli 

:'ias?;schxi5ett3 lilstorietU. Coiiicdosioa l 
Boston, fiaBs îchusetts t'2133 > 

Dear I<2r. mvos^ixt 

We ore pleased to Infors you that the liistorlc jspQpertlea listed oa 

the eaelosura âve be«a placed oa the iptioaal Reglater of illstorlc 

Places. Oemtora Eawrd M. Ken;'i<p<Sy sad Edwordl Bitj<Ste aad l^e 

aî jTopriate RepireGeat«tivea have slso beea mtlfXe^. Please with­

hold finy ptaxLicity csa this taitdl you haw xweiwd a cat̂ aoa copy of 

tlw Conr^pessionsl ccareepcasiaeisce. 

Slncarcly youra. 

lioclo3ui«e 

Entered i a tlie Bational Register 

Ernest Allea CoaaaUy 
C'dief, Office of /iTciieology 

aad iiistoarlc Preservatica 

JUL 1 1970 

cc: 
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. S/L/e^J^df^Aey. ^&S/^fi^ 02/33 

Ju ly 16, 1970 

Miss Elizabeth Dipple 
Office of Archeology and 

H i s t o r i c Preservation 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C., 20006 

Dear Miss Dipple: • • ' ' ' 

This is to confirm the data I telephoned to you. 
Moswetusset Hummock's address is Squantum Street, Quincy, 
about 1000 feet northeast o f . i t s i n t e r section with Mor­
rissey Boulevard. 

Dighton Rock: Dighton Rock State Park, Berkeley, one mile 
west of Bay View Avenue. 

Also enclosed is a photocopy of the clipping from the 
Worcester Telegram about Elm Park, about which I spoke to 
you. I t reached me by chance from friends i n Worcester. 

Thank you f o r your help on t h i s . 

Sincerely, 
/ 

Richard W. Hale Jr, 

Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

RWH/st 



The Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c 
Preservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Attention: Mrs. Sally Marusin 

REGISTERED MAIL 

Dear s i r s , 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

Plymouth Rock, Plymouth, Massachusetts 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the KaMachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison o f f i c e r . 

Sincerely yours, 

C2l -^ J4J' 1^ 'iv 
Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 


