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The Anderson farm is located northeast of Vermillion in the small town of A!sen which 
acquired its post office in 1874. The 2.06 acre farmstead is located on the flat 
prairie. A large farmhouse, twenty-one outbuildings, and a smaller original house 
make up the site.

Built in 1871, the original farmhouse follows a vernacular style prevalent in the south­ 
east. Since Olaf Erickson, the original builder, came from Sweden, it is uncertain 
how he became familiar with this house type. The important characteristics of the 
Georgian influenced hall and parlor house include its story and a half height, one room 
depth, two room length, and a central doorway flanked by an equal number of windows, 
one in this case. The rear ell is typical for the style. Decoration from the period 
includes an Italianate type lintel over the doors and windows and a molding board at 
the eaves.

A large clapboard, Neo-classical style house with Georgian characteristics was built on 
the property in 1901. The house possesses a symmetrical facade with six coupled windows 
on the second floor balanced by two large windows with stain glass on either side of the 
central door on the first. A dormer with a typical neo-classical palladian window is 
centered over the front entrance. The front door is flanked by two three-quarter side­ 
lights and an arch with thin colonettes. The chimneys are quite prominent on the 
exterior and are placed on either side of the central hall on the ridge line. The 
windows of the north and south facade are also symmetrically placed, two on the first 
and second story and a single central one on the third. A large molding with full 
return and a divider between the first and second floors round out the Georgian charac­ 
teristics. However, Italianate brackets under the eaves deviate from the Georgian 
pattern. A series of ells greatly enlarge the house to the rear.

The rectangular farmstead of 2.06 acres consists of twenty-one outbuildings, an abnormal­ 
ly large amount. A steel barn and three round silos make up the only recent additions 
to the farmstead. The wooden outbuildings include a horse barn, two granaries, a silo, 
two equipment .sheds, a cattle shelter, a chicken house, a possible summer kitchen, and 
four small sheds. Also, a stone building north of the dwelling house may have served 
as part of the creamery. Evidence of a creamery, cattle barn, and steam mill have 
disappeared from the site. Some of the outbuildings merit special attention. Built in 
1894, the elaborate, clapboard, two story horse barn presents a symmetrical facade. Two 
windows flank either side of the entrance, and a large gable with a palladian-like win- 

i is placed over the entrance. Reputedly the first in the state, the square, wooden 
silo to the north of the horse barn was constructed in 1894. One granary just south 
of the horse barn is a three bay, end opening structure with a gable roof. East of the 
first, the second granary^ has a dual function, containing a granary on one side and 
a stable on the other. It is a side opening, three bay structure with a gable roof. 
The equipment shed to the west of the farmstead is salt box shape, retaining as out­ 
buildings many times do, a traditional .style which has for the most part disappeared in 
contemporary house styles. The rather elaborate chicken house resembles a small barn 
and carries a cupola on the ridge. Since it is a low, stone building which would retain 
cool air, the structure to the north of the house probably functioned as a creamery. 
Finally, a small square building with a stone chimney near the northeast corner of the 
cattle yard, probably a summer kitchen, is fairly typical for older South Dakota farm­ 
steads. The varied functions of the outbuildings display a diversified agricultural 
base.
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Although the farmhouse and the number of outbuildings on the farmstead prove to be atypica' 
for the area, the buildings and arrangement of the farmstead, the farm's agricultural 
history, and the background of its settlement are characteristic at either local or 
regional levels. Also, the excellent preservation and background knowledge of the site's 
development add greatly to the farm's significance.

Apart of the general pattern of settlement during the period 1868 to 1873, the area east 
of Vermillion was heavily populated by Swedish immigrants. Many of the first Swedes who 
came to the state concentrated in the areas of Union, Clay, and Minnehaha Counties. A 
Swede, 01af Erickson originally settled the farm in 1871 and erected the first dwelling 
which still stands. Solomon Anderson, also a Swede, came to Alsen in 1876 from Omaha, 
Nebraska, married Erickson's daughter, and purchased the farm in 1878. Unlike many of 
the other ethnic groups, the Swedish settlements tended to be less compact and less 
socially tightly knit. This tendency weakened their social organization and insured a
more rapid integration into the general population.

. . ,, . . , : , . -,- . ... . ^
The agricultural production of the Anderson farm followed the local patterns of develop­ 
ment. Succeeding times of agricultural stagnation from drought, grasshopper plagues, and 
Indian menance, 01af Erickson arrived during a period of relative prosperity, 1868 to 
1873, for southeastern South Dakota. At this time, the farmers of Clay County mainly 
produced wheat for local consumption. Being a blacksmith, Erickson probably farmed only 
on a small scale or not at all. Exactly what was raised or what structures were erected 
for farming are unknown. None of the outbuildings appear to date to this period.

Anderson purchased the farm following the recovery from the panic of 1877. By this time, 
local farmers shifted away from wheat production realizing that mixed agriculture, a stock 
farm based upon corn, would be less susceptible to grasshopper plagues. Beginning in 
the late 1870's and expanding into the early 1880's, Anderson like other farmers created 
ranches of about 200 acres. Dairy cattle increased along with other types of cattle and 
the production of hay. Butter and cheese were produced on the farm and hauled to towns 
to be traded locally. A few creameries had started by the early 1880's.

Since prosperity had begun to return by 1878, interest in dairying slowly dwindled. With 
the return of drought by 1890, a resergence of interest in dairying appeared. While only 
sixteen creameries were recorded in 1890, one hundred forty-six were counted within the 
state by 1896. There were five creameries in Clay County; the one in Alsen on the 
Anderson farm being the most successful in the area. Like others, Anderson's creamery 
was a cooperative or stock company venture begun under the direction of the agricultural 
college at Brookings. Rather than gathering cream as before, farmers brought their
product to the creamery. However, as prosperity returned by 1900, the interest in dairyinc 
again abated. In 1902, only two creameries remained. Alsen's lasted until 1929 at which -
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Except for the silo, the outbuildings and houses are in excellent condition. The 
owner is looking into the possibility of preserving the silo and shows great concern 
for the general condition of the farmstead. Because of this attitude, much of the 
original buildings remain for the future.
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point it could no longer compete with the companies located in the towns. Although 
now demolished, the approximate location of the Alsen creamery is located on a 1912 
map in the northeast corner of the farmstead. Because the majority of the remains at 
the site date to the 1890's or later when Anderson was developing his dairy and cattle 
ranch, this period is the most significant.

The Anderson farm also shows characteristic regional features in the make-up of its 
farmstead and its agricultural production. A nationwide study classified the south­ 
eastern part of South Dakota as an Animal Specialty Region of the Cornbelt. It varies 
from the norm significantly in the number of outbuildings, the size of the dwelling, 
and the amount of land owned. However, if the abundant and atypical success of Soloman 
Anderson as a farmer and stock raiser is balanced by the careful preservation of a 
majority of the outbuildings, which is generally a rare occurrence, the abnormality is 
offset by the farm's representation of the economy of the period. In the animal 
specialty category, the farm shares the following features: farmsteads occur on flatish 
lands; a two to four acre farmstead; a farmstead of rectangular shape; a location of 
the farmstead on one side of the road; modest sized barns, except for one in this partic 
ular case; and such outbuildings as the chicken house, machine sheds, granaries, silos, 
cattle lots, and the lack of a large chicken yard. However, the barn types, classified 
by their roof lines, are not wholly typical. The Anderson farm's gable roof type only 
comprises 23% of the sample, and the enumerated types do not cover the salt box type ban

Hence, the Anderson Farmstead gains significance on at least four counts. Except for 
the unusual success and wealth of the farm as expressed in the size and style of the 
house, the number of outbuildings, and the size of the farm; the type of production 
and the layout of the farmstead represent the regional norm. Its most significant 
period, the 1880's through the early twentieth century, follows the agricultural 
development in the local. The very wealth which renders the site somewhat atypical 
most likely contributed to the excellent preservation of the outbuildings which is 
essential in an agricultural site. As far as it can be determined, only three outbuild­ 
ings have been demolished. Finally, the circumstances of its initial settlement by 
Swedish immigrants in an area heavily dominated by that group occurred in many parts 
of the state. Many immigrant groups played a significant role in populating South 
Dakota. Because of these four aspects, the Anderson Farmstead preserves a typical site 
of its kind and provides materials for future study of part of South Dakota's 
agricultural history.
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