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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles Brooks House i slocated on topof a small hill about eight feet above
the level of thestreet, andi sa mjor focus of both the east and west approaches
to Judkins Square. | twas built in thelate eighteenth century, c. 1780-90,

and i s one of two brick-end buildings left which typify a style popularin
Medford i nt heeighteenth century.

The building i s2h stories high, with an asphalt shingled ridge roof andtwo
chimeys i neach side elevation. The front and back arecovered with white
clapboards and t heends areredpainted brick. The facade i sfive bays wide with
regular fenestration. The windows of thefacade are 6/6 and are flanked by

black |ouvered shutters. The center entrance, flanked by four pane sidelights, and
fluted pilasters, i ssurmunted by a nodern returned pediment. Oher exterior
architectural features include a dentiled com ce and wooden quoins.

Until this century thehouse had extensive kitchen and stableells extending to the

east. At present there aretwo additions; a 1 story ell, built i nthel1930's
extending fromthe west end of t he house, and a two car garage with a hip roof,
built i nl1929, behind theell. The ell repeats thearchitectural ornamentation

of thehouse with a dentiled comi ce, quoins, and pedi mented doorway with side-
lights.

Mich of theinterior, both fromthe original period of t hehouse and from Federal
and Greek Revival alterations, remains intact. These include sunken panel doors
and shutters, corner blocked door and wi ndow frames, and sinple mantels and
mol di ngs.

The lot, which i slarge by Medford standards, still shows evidence of theextensive
gardens. The lilacs, for which thehouse was fanmous i nt henineteenth century,
remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Brooks House i ssignificant as one of thelast
inMdford i ntheeighteenth century.
significance through itsassociationwith Charles Brooks, an
reformer and author during thenineteentli

houses built

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — RELIGION

—LAW —SCIENCE

X_LITERATURE —SCULPTURE

—MILITARY —SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
—MusIcC —THEATER
—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICs'/dbVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

surviving brick-end
The house al so acquires
i mportant educational

century.

The design of t heCharles Brooks house i s based on theprototype establishedby

the

four end chimeys and a ridge roof, was popul ar

century. Most of theother houses have been destroyed;

| saac R

oyal House, built i nthe1730"'",.

one of two left.

The house, according tostylistic evidence,
house belonged t ot heestate of Isaac Brooks, Charles Brooks'
to WlliamGay of Boston i nthat year,
1830 and 1839.
and lived there periodically until

Charl es Brooks,

hi s death

son of Jonat han Brooks,

This brick-end building style,

was bhuilt c.

was born

with
inMdford i ntheeighteenth
tHe Charles Brooks House i s

1780-1790.
uncl e.

By 1820 t he
| t was sol d

and changed ownerhsip 4 times between
| n 1839 Charles Brooks bought t hehouse from Jonathan Fletcher
i n 1872,

i nhis father's house i n1795. He

graduated from Harvard College i n1816 and continued t ostudy theology there until

1820 when he became pastor at t heThird Congregational

remai ned i nCanbridge until 1839,

book tJiat went through eighteen editions.
and on his return totheUnited States
em ssary sent t oAmerica t ostudy thepublic institutions.

for a year

Society in(fcaitibridgeJ "«e

Charl es Brooks was so

inspired by Dr. Julius's descriptionsof thePrussian educational systemthat he

becane a maj or proponent
state teachers’
It was largely through his efforts that
in 1837-38.

In 1839 Brooks received an appoi nt ment
University of theGity of New York,
from Jared Sparks,
traveled toParis
until 1843. He

for t heestablishment
colleges as a way of improving thequality of elementary education.
such a systemwas established i n Massachusetts

as professor of natural
having received endorsements for this position
Edward Everett, Josiah Quincy, and John Quincy Adans. He

t oprepare himself for theprofessorship and remained there
returned t o Medford, and wrote Elements of Ornithology before

of state boards of education and

history at the

enmbarking on t heHistory of Medford, published i n1855 and updated i n1885 by

Janmes Usher.
city of Medford.

This history remains t henost thorough and accurate history of the

during which time he wote a family prayer sS-f |/
He also traveled throughout Europe AW AL A
i n1S34> et Dr. Julius, a Prussian
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Another literary resident of t hehouse was Sarah Warner Brooks. Sarah, t he

wi dow of |saac Austin Brooks, the American Consul t olLiverpool and Charles
Brooks' first cousin, lived i nthehouse from 1892 until her death i n1906. She
published eight books of poetry andficticn, thefirst called t helegend of
Saint Christopher and O her Poens, andt helast, published i n1904, called A
Garden with House Attached. This book was a description of thegardens at the
Charl es Brooks House, and of her life there. Although largely overgrown now,
much of t heplantings of this garden aswell astheoriginal rocky terrain
survive i nthedeep I ot behind the house.
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Correction:

Charl es Brooks House (accepted in National Register 6/18/75)
309 Hi gh Street

Medf ord, Massachusetts

M ddl esex County

Charl es Brooks became pastor at t heThird Congregational Society i n H ngham
Massachusetts i n 1820.

(fourth paragraph, third line down says t heThird Congregational Society
was i nCanbridge, which is incorrect.)
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