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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property_____________________________________________________

historic name
Amsterdam Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number

city or town

Amsterdam, Church & Crab Apple Hill Roads 

Holland Township
not for publication 

D vicinity

state
New Jersey 034 Hunterdon 

code ____ county _________
_, 019 08848 

code ___ zip code ____

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this (3 nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
SI meets D does not meetthe National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide Kt locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of cefVfying official/Title 
Assistant Commissioner

Date 
for Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO

State of Federal agency and bureau

(/
In my opinion, the property LJ meets CJ does 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I herebv^ertify that the property is:

[V entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
D removed from the National 

Register.
O other, (explain:) _________

ignature^ the/Keeper Date of Action
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Name of Property

Hunterdon County, NJ 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

D3 private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

E building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 
30

1

31

Noncontributing 
18

2

20

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing. 

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single family

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single family

Aaricultura I/ storage Agricultural /storaae

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid 19th/Gothic Revival

Mid 19th/Italianate

Mid 19th/Greek

Materials
(Enter categories from

foundation

walls

roof

other

instructions) 

stone

clapboard

stone

asphalt

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

Hunterdon County , NJ 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

D A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

IU B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

n C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Community Development

Period of Significance
c. 1830 - 1900

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A______

Architect/Builder

Various

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

N/APrevious documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
CD recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:
-3 State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
D Other 

Name of repository:

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _____________



Amsterdam HD
Name of Property

Hunterdon County , NJ 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 60

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 I li 8l I 4l 8i 7l li 4i Q| k i4 |9 i3 \2 16 iO 
Zone . Easting Northing

2 I li S\ 4l 8i 1\ 2i 4i d k i4 |9 i2 |9 18 iO

Riegelsville NJ Quad

3 U 18 I |4 8i7 Oi4|0| |4|4|9|2|9|2|0 
Zone Easting Northing

4 ll 18 I |4 8i7|0i2|0| |4|4 9|3|0|2|0 
IS See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Dennis N. Bertland

organization Bertland Associates date February 1994

street & number P.O. Box 11 

city or town Port Murray

__ telephone 908-689-6356 

state NJ____ zip code 07865

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner______________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name___________________________________________________

street & number 

city or town __

telephone

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et sea;.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Amsterdam is a small 19th-century hamlet located in the north­ 
western corner of Hunterdon County on the southern flank of Musco- 
netcong Mountain, the first range of the Highlands geographical 
province in western New Jersey. The community lies in a valley 
which, drained by a small tributary of the Delaware River, is quite 
constricted to the northeast where the creek cuts between Musconet- 
cong Mountain's main ridge and Gravel Hill but opens to the south­ 
west where the terrain slopes more gently and the creek turns south 
towards the river. The linear settlement stretches along short 
Amsterdam Road and eastward along Church Road from its intersection 
with Amsterdam and Crab Apple Hill Road. The community is sur­ 
rounded by a mixture of woods and fields with an intermingling of 
farmsteads and modern dwellings.

The Amsterdam District encompasses the entire hamlet, includ­ 
ing some open agricultural land critical to its historical charac­ 
ter, but excludes the modern dwellings on the south side of Church 
Road east of Crab Apple Hill Road and along the latter road. An 
inventory of the district's resources forms part of this section, 
and all resources have been categorized as "contributing" or "non- 
contributing" to the district's historical significance. The con­ 
tributing resources include thirty 19th-century buildings and one 
19th-century structure (a bridge). There are twenty non-contribu­ 
ting resources of 20th-century date: eighteen buildings and two 
structures (two bridges).

The district contains sixteen principal structures which, 
except for the three bridges, are all dwellings with attendant 
outbuildings. District buildings, for the most part, are gable- 
roofed vernacular structures of frame or infrequently stone or 
brick construction, dating to the middle decades of the 19th cen­ 
tury and exhibiting simple stylistic embellishment typical of that 
era. Most have been enlarged or refurbished over the years. Mod­ 
ern improvements, while resulting in the loss or obscuring of early 
fabric and detailing in some cases, have been neither numerous nor 
disfiguring enough to mar the historic architectural character of 
the district. Throughout the district dwellings are rather widely 
spaced on large lots; setbacks from the road, however, are rather 
short and one house (110) is set perpendicular to the road for a 
southern exposure, an orientation typical of the region's early 
domestic architecture. Houses generally are in good condition and 
well maintained; surrounding yards similarly are well groomed,, 
often featuring large trees and mature plantings.
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Amsterdam's architecture is representative of the region's 
vernacular construction practices and building types. Nearly all 
of the district's dwellings are the traditional, 2-story, gable- 
roofed house types with single-pile plans, interior gable-end chim­ 
neys, and generally regular fenestrations of two to five bays. 
Such houses are ubiquitous in the Delaware valley's 18th- and 19th- 
century housing stock. Examples with two-room plans include #s 3, 
7, 10, 11, 14 and 15, all of which date to the middle decades of 
the 19th century. One mid-19th-century district house, #6 has a 
single-pile side hall plan, and another example of somewhat earlier 
date, #12, was enlarged with a 2-bay addition creating a single 
pile center hall plan. Two houses, #s 11 and 14, exhibit one of 
the region's distinctive building practices, the exposed backs of 
their interior gable-end chimneys. The form and plan of one house 
reveals mid-19th-century popular design influences, #16, a brick T-­ 
shaped dwelling with side-hall plan.

While the exterior of some of the district's dwellings is 
quite unadorned, most exhibit at least some decorative detailing. 
The embellishment of these vernacular structures was derived from 
several of the architectural styles popular in the 19th century. 
Gothic Revival influences are evident in the front cross gables of 
two dwellings, #s 6 and 16, and the entry stoops of two others, #s 
10 and 12, with their tracery posts and bargeboards. The round- 
arched gable windows with heavy hood molds of house #16 are a typi­ 
cal Italianate motif, as are the square porch posts on pedestals 
with cap, shoulder and base moldings of #6. The turned posts and 
spindle frieze of the house #7 porch similarly are characteristic 
of the Queen Anne style.

Outbuildings of 19th- and 20th-century date are commonly found 
behind the district's houses. They include privies, small barns 
and sheds, chicken coops, and modern garages. They are typically 
unadorned frame structures of small size. More extensive complexes 
of outbuildings, including barns, wagon houses, chicken coops and 
other structures are found at district farmsteads. Bank barns are 
a common feature of 19th-century Delaware Valley farmsteads, and 
the district has five examples of frame construction, #s 3, 6, 10, 
and 15, and one stone example, #16; what appears to be bank barn 
foundations survive at two other properties, #s 11 and 12. Wagon 
houses with gable-end entries are found at #s 3, 10, 12, 15, and 
16. One farmstead, #15, has a small stone smoke house, and a 1 
and 1/2-story stone outbuilding at #12 may be an out kitchen; 
another stone out kitchen is attached to dwelling #10.
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The district also contains three bridges, two of which, #s 9 
and 13, are mid-20th-century structures. The third, #2, is a 19th- 
century, single-arched stone bridge whose provenance is unknown. 
It may have been a private bridge, since there is no record of its 
construction or of any associated public road.

In the following inventory each principal structure and site 
is identified by a number which locates it on the accompanying 
district map. All entries are categorized as "contributing" or 
"non-contributing" to the significance of the district. All out­ 
buildings included in the inventory are identified as contributing 
or non-contributing with the designations (C) and (NC).
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Amsterdam Historic District Inventory

Brick, 1-story, hip-roofed house with basement garage. 

Style: None Date: c. 1960s 

Non-contributing B20/L6 Neg. f A 3

Single-arch, stone bridge of coursed rubble stone con­ 
struction whose barrel vault is outlined with cut stone 
voussoirs and whose side walls are capped with flat 
stones. Portions of the wing walls and parapets have 
collapsed.

Style: none Date: 19th 

Contributing B20/L3 Neg.# A 1

Frame, 2-story dwelling consisting of a 4-bay, gable- 
roofed, single-pile main block with modern exterior east 
gable-end chimney, a shed-roofed, west appendage project­ 
ing beyond the front, and a 2-bay rear wing with shed ex­ 
tension on the east side creating a 1 1/2-story appear­ 
ance .

Style: Greek Revival influences; Date: c. 1830-50 
Colonial Revival remodeling

Exterior features include clapboard siding, box cornice 
with stepped frieze (creating an entablature-like effect) 
and returns that is carried on the raking eaves, 6/6 and 
9/6 sash windows with plain trim and modern panel shut­ 
ters, and a inner bay front entry with glass & panel door 
and bracketed gable hood.

Outbuildings: (1) stuccoed, concrete block and frame 2-bay 
garage (c. 1960s) with overhead garage doors (NC); (2) 
frame, shed-roofed outbuilding (late 19th/early 20th) 
with vertical siding, overhanging eaves, batten door, and
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multi-pane sash windows (C); (3) frame, 1 1/2-story, wagon 
house (mid 19th) with gable-end entry (batten sliding 
door), rear shed appendage, vertical and asbestos shingle 
siding, overhanging eaves, side wall corn crib on stone 
piers, and 6/6 sash gable window (C); and (5) across the 
road on B14.01/L2, frame, 3 or 4-bay bank barn (mid 19th) 
with 1-bay east extension, shed appendage across the south 
concealing the fore bay, clapboard and vertical siding, 
overhanging eaves, batten doors, a concrete silo abutting 
the northwest corner, and a concrete-block 1-story, gable- 
roofed dairy barn with shed appendage abutting the south 
side (C).

Contributing B14/L70 & 14.01/2 Neg.# A 5-14, B 27

Frame, 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed dwelling.

Style: none Date: c. 1950s

Outbuildings: (1) concrete block, 2-bay garage (c. 1950s) 
with frame gables, overhead garage doors, and frame shed 
appendage (NC).

Non-contributing B14/L41 Neg.# A 15-16

Frame, 1 1/2-story, gable-fronted dwelling with interior 
chimney.

Style: Craftsman influences Date: c. 1915-35

It has asbestos shingle siding, 3/1 sash windows, central 
entry, and a 3-bay, hip-roofed front porch with square 
posts.

Outbuildings: (1) Concrete-block, 2-bay, garage (c. 
1950s) with frame gable and overhead doors (NC).

Non-contributing B14/L40 Neg. # A 17

Frame, gable-roofed, 2-story, bank-cellared dwelling con­ 
sisting of a 3-bay, single-pile, side-hall-plan main block
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with west gable-end interior chimney (brick stack) and a 
rear wing with south gable-end interior chimney (brick 
stack) and shed appendage, a 2-story gabled projecting bay 
on the east side with semi-hexagonal profile, and west 
side appendages.

Style: Gothic Revival/Italianate Date: c. 1873-80, 
influences late 19th remodel.

Now covered with aluminum siding, it has a steeply pitched 
cross gable centered on the front, boxed overhanging 
eaves, 2/2 and 1/1 sash windows (floor length on the 
first-story front), glass & panel front door, and an L- 
shaped porch with box cornice, square posts with molded 
capitals and pedestals, spandrel brackets, and turned 
balusters.

Outbuildings: (1) frame, 1-story, hip-roofed well house 
(early 20th) with overhanging eaves and vertical siding 
(NC); (2) frame, 1-story, gable-roofed outbuilding (late 
19th/early 20th) with overhanging eaves, clapboard siding, 
wide batten-doored entry, and modern windows (C); (3) 
frame, bank barn/wagon house (mid/late 19th) consisting of 
a 1-bay east block and a narrower, slightly lower west 
block (built in two parts) with shed appendage on the 
south shed west end at the stable level, overhanging 
eaves, clapboard and vertical siding, 6/6 sash windows, 
batten sliding doors, and stone wall paralleling the south 
side, possibly a barnyard enclosure (C),

Contributing B14.01/L1 Neg.t A 18-21, 24
B 24-26

Frame, 2-story, gable-roofed, 4-bay, single-pile dwelling 
with interior gable-end chimneys (rebuilt brick stacks) 
and a shed appendage on the west gable end.

Style: Queen Anne embellishment Date: c. 1840-50

Exterior features include clapboard siding, box cornice 
with returns and frieze that is carried on the raking' 
eaves, 2/2 and 6/6 sash windows with plain trim, paired 
inner bay entries with transoms and glass & panel doors,
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and shed-roofed porch with box cornice, spindle frieze, 
spandrel brackets, and turned posts.

Outbuildings: (1) frame, gable-roofed privy (late 19th/ 
early 20th) with vertical siding, overhanging eaves, and 
batten door (C); (2) two frame, shed-roofed chicken coops 
(early/mid 20th) with overhanging eaves, vertical siding, 
and multi-pane sash windows; while the larger has a con­ 
crete foundation, the smaller one rests on piers (NC); and, 
across the road, (3) frame, 3 or 4-bay bank barn (mid/late 
19th) with overhanging eaves, vertical siding, batten 
sliding doors, and batten Dutch stable door on the east 
end; frame south wall on the stable level may be later 
enclosure of the stable recess (C).

Contributing B14/L39 Neg. # A 22-23

8 Frame, 1-story, gable-roofed, dwelling.

Style: none Date: c. 1970s

It has aluminum siding and gabled projecting bay at one 
end of the front.

Outbuildings: (1) frame 1-bay garage (1970s) (NC). 

Non-contributing B20/L2 Neg.# A 36

9 Reinforced concrete, twin pipe bridge (Hunterdon County 
bridge #H 31) with concrete wing walls and low parapets.

Style: none Date: c. 1940 

Non-contributing Neg.# B 00

10 Frame, 2-story, gable-roofed dwelling consisting of a 3-
bay, single-pile main block with gable-end chimneys (brick 
stacks), a shed-roofed rear addition built in two parts 
projecting 1-bay beyond the main block's west end, and a 
stuccoed stone, 1-story west wing (probably a detached out 
kitchen originally) with gable-end chimney (brick stack).
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Style: Gothic Revival influences Date: mid 19th

It has clapboard siding, box cornice with returns and 
frieze that is carried on the raking eaves, 6/6 sash 
windows with modern shutters, off-center front entry, and 
a 1-bay entry porch with shed roof (probably replacing a 
flat roof) and tracery posts, spandrel brackets and frieze 
(possibly recycled bargeboard; see #12).

Outbuildings: (1) frame, 3-bay overshot bank barn (mid 
19th) with perpendicular ell at the southwest corner, ver­ 
tical siding, 6/6 sash windows, batten doors, and batten 
Dutch stall doors on the recessed stable wall (C).

Contributing B20/L16 Neg. # A 37, B 11-17

11 Frame, 2-story, gable-roofed dwelling consisting of a 4- 
bay, single pile main block with interior gable end chim­ 
neys (exposed stone backs and brick stacks), a large, 3- 
bay rear wing with interior gable end chimney (brick 
stack) and shed appendage (possibly enclosed porch) and a 
small gabled appendage on the east gable end.

Style: classical influences Date: c. 1825-45

Among the exterior features are clapboard siding, box 
cornice with dentil frieze, flush raking eaves, 6/6 sash 
windows with modern shutters, and an inner-bay entry with 
4-panel door.

Outbuildings: (1) 2-level, gable-roofed barn/cottage (mid 
19th reworked mid 20th) with stone embanked ground story 
(now utilized as a garage) and a frame upper story (C).

Contributing B14/L44 Neg.# A 25-32

12 Gable-roofed, 2-story, dwelling consisting of a 5-bay,
single pile main block (stuccoed stone, 3-bay, side hall- 
plan unit and a frame, 2-bay east extension) with interior 
east gable-end chimney (brick stack) and exterior west- 
gable end furnace flue, and a frame rear wing with shed- 
roofed appendages.
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Style: Gothic Revival influences Date: c. 1830-50

Exterior features include clapboard siding, box cornice, 
flush raking eaves, 2/2 sash windows with modern shutters, 
transomed central entry, and a 1 -bay, flat-roofed entry 
porch with tracery posts, spandrel brackets and barge- 
board.

Outbuildings: (1) stuccoed-stone, 1 1/2-story out building 
(possibly an out kitchen, mid 19th) with gable-end entry 
and 4/4 sash windows (C); (2) frame, 1 1/2-story wagon 
house (mid/late 19th) with gable-end entries, corn crib on 
piers on the south side, and shed appendage on the north 
side (C); (3) concrete block and frame,1-story barn/shed 
(mid 20th) apparently on the site of and possibly incorpo­ 
rating portions of the foundation of an earlier barn (NC); 
(4) frame, 2-story, gable-roofed out building (probably a 
detached stable ell, mid 19th, at the southeast barnyard 
corner) with stone ground story (extensions of which ser­ 
ving as barnyard walls), vertical siding, and scalloped 
bargeboard at the eaves (C); frame, 2-story, gable-roofed 
chicken coop (early/mid 20th) with long, 1-story, shed- 
roofed east addition, vertical siding, and overhanging 
eaves (NC).

Contributing B14/L38.02 Neg.# A 34 & 35,
B 0-2, 4 & 8

13 Steel and reinforced concrete bridge (Hunterdon County
bridge #H 30) with steel I-beams, concrete deck and modern 
steel railings, installed in 1978.

Style: none Date: 1942 

Non-contributing Neg.# B 9 & 10

14 Frame, 2-story, gable-roofed dwelling consisting of a 4- 
bay, single-pile main block with gable-end chimneys (ex­ 
posed stone backs, brick stacks), a shed-roofed rear addi­ 
tion, and a stuccoed, 1-story, 2-bay east wing with stuc­ 
coed exterior east gable-end chimney.
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Style: none Date: c. 1820-40;
east wing c. 1950s

Exterior features include clapboard siding, box cornice, 
flush raking eaves, 6/6 and 9/6 sash windows with modern 
shutters, and an inner-bay entry; the multi pane "picture 
window to the east of the entry and the shed pent roof 
above both are modern features.

Outbuildings : (1) frame, 1 1/2-story wagon house 
(mid/late 19th) with shed appendage on the north siding 
and remodeled (c. 1950s) with stucco siding and a triple 
window replacing the east gable-end entry (C).

Contributing B22/L1 Neg . # B 3, 5-7

15 Frame, gable-roofed, 2-story, dwelling consisting of a 3
over 4-bay, single-pile main block with interior gable end 
chimneys (brick stacks) and a rear ell.

Style : none Date: mid 19th,
poss. part older

It has clapboard siding, boxed overhanging eaves with 
bargeboard on the east gable. 2/2 sash windows, paired 
inner-bay entries with glass and panel doors, and a 3-bay 
porch with box cornice and turned posts.

Outbuildings : (1) Frame, 1-story, shed/chicken coop (mid 
20th) with asphalt "brick" siding (NC); (2) frame, gable- 
roofed privy (late 19th/early 20th) with vertical siding 
and batten door (C); (3) frame, shed/garage (early 20th) 
with asymmetrical gable roof, vertical siding and batten 
sliding door (NC); (4) stuccoed stone, 1-story, gable- 
roofed smoke house (mid 19th) (C); (5) small frame shed/ 
chicken coop (early/mid 20th) with vertical siding (NC); 
(6) frame, 1 1/2-story wagon house (late 19th) with small 
south side appendage, gable-end entry with batten sliding 
doors, and vertical siding (C); (7) frame bank barn (late 
19th) with vertical siding, overhanging eaves, batten 
doors, and a large 1-story east appendage (C).

Contributing B14/L36 Neg . # B 28-30
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16 Brick, 2-story, T-shaped dwelling consisting of a 3-bay, 
side hall-plan main block with exterior west gable end 
chimney, rear wing with east gable end chimney (brick 
stack) extending 1-bay beyond each side of the main block, 
and a frame rear appendage.

Style: Italianate influences Date: c. 1860-80

Exterior features include central front cross gable, box 
cornice with returns that is carried on the raking eaves, 
round-arched gable windows with hood molds, 6/6 sash win­ 
dows with brick lintels and sills (the first story front 
windows apparently have been reworked), and a recessed 
front entry with double doors (round arched upper panels), 
transom with two clip-cornered lights, and a raked and 
eared cornice; a front porch probably was removed concur­ 
rently with the window reworking.

Outbuildings: (1) frame, 1-story cottage (mid 20th) with 
shed appendage, asbestos shingle siding, and 6/6 sash 
windows (NC); (2) small stuccoed well/spring house (late 
19th/early 20th) (C); and across the road on lot 98 (3) 
stuccoed stone overshot bank barn (mid 19th) with frame 
wall above the stable recess, small frame appendage at the 
northeast corner, a concrete block milk house on the 
latter*s south side, a shed appendage on the east gable 
end, a stone-walled barnyard, asphalt "brick" siding, and 
batten doors; the stable recess has been enclosed with 
concrete block (C); (4) frame 2-story wagon house (mid/ 
late 19th) with embanked stone ground story, south gable 
end entry to the upper story, overhanging eaves, and 
asphalt "brick" siding (C); (5) two frame chicken coops 
(early/mid 20th) (NC).

Contributing B14/L35.01 Neg.# B 31-36
B22/L98
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Amsterdam possesses significance in the areas of settlement 
pattern and architecture. The hamlet exemplifies the smallest of 
the agglomerate settlements that developed during the 18th and 19th 
centuries to serve the region's dispersed agricultural population, 
but whose growth was arrested when bypassed by 19th century trans­ 
portation innovations. The district has architectural significance 
as an assemblage of mostly 19th-century buildings whose construc­ 
tion, form, detailing, and spatial organization are representative 
of the rural region's vernacular architecture in that era. Ar­ 
chaeological resources relating to the area's 19th-century material 
culture also may be present in the environs of district buildings.

While the neighborhood around what became Amsterdam was set­ 
tled in the first half of the 18th century, the hamlet evidently 
did not coalesce until the middle of the 19th century by which time 
the location had attracted several artisans and acquired a general 
store and its place name. 1 At a time when the movement of people 
and goods was largely limited to horse-drawn conveyances, such 
small communities provided the region's isolated rural population 
with almost its only centers for commercial and social activity. 
Bypassed by the Belvidere Delaware railroad which was construction 
along the east bank of Delaware River in the 1850s, Amsterdam expe­ 
rienced almost no development in subsequent decades. Overshadowed 
by nearby communities more favored with transportation connections 
or with water power resources, it continued as a small, service 
center for several decades thereafter and remained a stable agri­ 
cultural community into the early 20th century. 2 While scattered 
residential construction has occurred in its environs in recent 
years, the hamlet has grown little since the 19th century.

Amsterdam consequently has managed to preserve much of its 
19th-century rural character. A majority of the district's build­ 
ings date to the middle decades of the 19th century, although a few 
may be earlier in part and several others are later. The distinc­ 
tive historical character of the hamlet results from the survival 
of these buildings, their scattered spacing and varied setback, 
and their juxtaposition with the surroundrng open countryside. 
These resources -almost without exception dwellings with attendant 
outbuildings- are generally well-preserved and exhibit relatively 
few modern alterations. Their form, construction, detailing, and 
siting provide a representative illustration of the rural region's 
vernacular architecture in the middle decades of the 19th century. 
The predominance of single-pile, 2-story dwellings (#s 3, 6, 7, 10,
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11, 12, 14, and 15) and bank barns (#s 3, 6, 7, 10, 15, and 16) in 
the district, for example, is indicative of the popularity of 
traditional building types strongly associated with Delaware Valley 
material culture with the region's 19th-century rural builders. As 
is the case with most of the region's modest rural dwellings in the 
19th century, the influence of popular architectural styles on 
district houses is largely confined to simple decorative embellish­ 
ments such as the Greek Revival inspired cornice of #3 and the 
Gothic Revival tracery ornamenting the porch of #12.

While the hamlet of Amsterdam did not develop until the 19th 
century, European settlement in the neighborhood began in the first 
half of the 18th century. The pioneer agriculturalists of north­ 
western Hunterdon County were mostly squatters on the vast tracts 
of land in the region acquired by absentee owners through New 
Jersey's system of proprietorial landholding. 3 The site of Amster­ 
dam lies within the boundaries of a 16,565-acre property which was 
surveyed for Colonel Thomas Byerly, a West Jersey proprietor, in 
1714. After Byerly's death in 1725, his will having devised half 
of his landholdings to Robert Barker of Middlesex, England, the 
property devolved to the latter's grandson and heir, Sir Robert 
Barker, an English soldier who served many years in India, but to 
satisfy a claim against Byerly's estate, it was divided in half and 
the L-shaped southeastern portion was sold at a court-ordered sale 
in 1749. Despite various legal and managerial difficulties, the 
7,308-acre remainder, which came to be known as the Alexandria 
tract and encompassed the west half of what is now Holland Town­ 
ship, was retained by Sir Robert until his death in 1789. 4

Settlement on the Alexandria tract evidently occurred some 
years before Sir Robert began to exercise control over the property 
in the 1760s. 5 When Barker's agent (New York City merchant William 
McAdams who was engaged in 1764) first visited the Alexandria tract 
he found forty families residing there who not only questioned Bar­ 
ker's title to the land but as squatters

had no object in view besides getting whatever they 
could by constant plowing where they had any prospect 
of reaping and by cutting down the Timber to convert it 
into Charcoal for the two Neighbouring Forges. 6

The recalcitrant settlers, after some effort by McAdams, were - 
brought under lease. Although there was considerable change in the 
makeup of Sir Robert's tenantry over the years, some names appeared
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repeatedly on his rent roles and more than a few 19th-century resi­ 
dents of the area could trace their descent from early settlers on 
the Alexandria tract. Names on the tenant lists suggest that the 
settlers had varied ethnic backgrounds and included many of German 
origins . 7

Several months before his death in September 1789, Sir Robert 
conveyed the title of his New Jersey landholdings to three trustees 
to avoid possible legal difficulties over the transfer of the pro­ 
perty to his heirs. Trustee James Parker, a large New Jersey land­ 
owner and businessman who had served as Barker's agent and power- 
of-attorney since 1784, was given sole authority to arrange for the 
sale of the lands and receive all monies. Parker, who had recently 
won a protracted legal struggle with the tenants over Sir Robert's 
right to the property, had the Alexandria tract resurveyed into 
thirty farms in the spring of 1789, the new lines evidently corre­ 
sponding generally to pre-existing boundaries, and attempted unsuc­ 
cessfully to dispose of it as two lots at public auction in the 
fall of that year. Over the course of the next decade, however, he 
was able to sell most of the farms separately to various indivi­ 
duals, some of them former tenants. 8

Amsterdam's site straddles the boundary between two of the 
farms resurveyed in 1789 and sold in the 1790s. The land west of 
Crab Apple Hill Road (called "the road that leads to New Holland" 
in a c. 1789 boundary description) belonged to farm #19, a 231-acre 
tract which was sold to James Burson in 1795 for 577 pounds; farm 
#14, a 296-acre lot sold to Henry Mettler and James Davis for 540 
pounds in 1797, included the land east of the road. 9 An important 
early road, the road to Durham Ferry, crossed both farms along the 
course of what is now Church Road. The two parcels were among the 
eight farms on the Alexandria tract rented to two or three tenants 
in 1789, and both may have been divided into two farmsteads many 
years earlier. A map purportedly antedating the Revolutionary War, 
which was examined by a local historian in the mid-19th century, 
depicted two houses on each lot. 10

Perhaps in response to demand for smaller properties, the new 
owners (one of whom, Henry Mettler, had been a cotenant of farm #19 
in 1790-92) proceeded to subdivide the two farms into parcels 
ranging from about 25 to 150 acres in size, and by the early 1800s 
several small freeholds had been established at what became Amster­ 
dam. 11 While most of the freeholders presumably were agricultura­ 
lists, one of them James Smith, who acquired a 49-acre lot (dis-
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trict site #s 6 , 7, 10 & 11) from James Burson in 1796, was de­ 
scribed in the deed of conveyance as a "potter." 12 Some buyers, 
like Smith and John Sinclair, who purchased an 88-acre parcel 
(district site #s 12 & 15) from James Davis in 1803, were Alexan­ 
dria Township residents (Sinclair was a former Barker tenant, as 
was his father, Peter Cincleare, with whom, according to family 
history, he emigrated from Germany in 1750); others like Philip 
Rapp, who bought a 48-acre tract (district site #3) in 1806, and 
Philip Burgstresser, who acquired a 26-acre lot (district site #16) 
in the same year, had recently moved across the river from Pennsyl­ 
vania. 13 The latter evidently were part of the migration into 
northwestern New Jersey, occurring before and after 1800, of Penn­ 
sylvania Germans attracted by the availability of cheap, worn-out 
lands, a market which James Parker sought to capture by having his 
local agent chiefly post advertisements for the sale of his lands 
in Pennsylvania and at river crossings. 14 Rapp and Burgstres­ 
ser 's acquisitions remained in hands of their descendants for sev­ 
eral generations, as did the parcel purchased by Sinclair. Sin­ 
clair, who evidently lived nearby on farm #12 (bought from Parker 
in 1792), may have intended his 1803 acquisition to provide for two 
of his sons to whom he conveyed it some years thereafter. 15

Throughout the first half of the 19th century further subdivi­ 
sion of the two farms occurred such as the 5.5-acre lot (district 
site #15) which John Sinclair conveyed to his son Peter in 1817 and 
the 10-acre lot (district site #7) acquired by John Kooker in 
1840. 16 Non-agriculturalists were attracted to the locality during 
the period. John Kooker was a carpenter, Jacob Ulmer who purchased 
Peter Sinclair's "house and lot" in 1840 was a shoemaker, and John 
Snyder who bought a 1.5-acre lot next to Kooker (district site #11) 
in 1850 was a blacksmith. 17 By 1850 the settlement also had two 
merchants, John H. Sinclair and Peter Snyder. "Sinclair & Snyder's 
store" is depicted on the 1851 Hunterdon County map at the inter­ 
section of Church and Crab Apple Hill Roads; it presumably stood on 
the 50-acre property (district site #12) which John H. Sinclair had 
inherited from his father William in 1838, part of the 80-acres 
which the latter had received from his father John in 1817. 18

The 1851 county map also provides the first documented use of 
the name Amsterdam in reference to the settlement. When the place 
name first became current is unknown; the early association of the 
name Holland with the area to the south, however, no doubt has• 
something to do with its origins. A c. 1789 inventory of Sir 
Robert Barker's farms not only refers to the "road that leads to



NP8 Fwm 1&4Q04 0MB Appro* No. 10244018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

N. J. Hunterdon County 
Amsterdam FID 

Section number 8 Page 5

New Holland" (Crab Apple Hill Road), as previously mentioned, but 
also notes the "Holland wood lots" on Gravel Hill in its boundary 
descriptions of farm #s 14 and 19. 19

By the 1850s the physical and social character of Amsterdam 
was firmly established. The 1860 Alexandria Township farm map 
documents the community's physical layout which remains basically 
unchanged today. The map depicts approximately 29 buildings, many 
of which have survived, spread along what are now Amsterdam and 
Church Roads. 20 Despite its artisans and merchants, Amsterdam was 
essentially an agricultural community. The 1850 census reveals 
that over half of the hamlet's households were headed by farmers or 
laborers, and it is likely those of the non-farmers with sufficient 
acreage (like merchant Sinclair and carpenter Kooker) also engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. Furthermore, Sinclair and Snyder's store 
was a short-lived enterprise. Upon the financial embarrassment of 
the two partners, Sinclair lost the farm on which the store was 
located at a court-ordered sheriff sale in 1855. 21 While depicted 
on the 1860 Lake and Beers map, the store may well have been closed 
at that time, as the 1860 census includes no merchants among the 
Amsterdam residents (Jacob Welsh, the new owner of the property, 
was listed as a farmer), and by 1873 the building itself had appar­ 
ently disappeared since it is not depicted on the county atlas of 
that year. 2 2

After losing its store, Amsterdam continued to provide limited 
services to the rural neighborhood for some years and remained a 
small stable agricultural community into the early 20th century. 
The 1873 atlas reveals that members of the Rapp, Burgstresser , and 
Sinclair families, descendants of the community's early settlers, 
still resided there, and the 1880 census reveals that farming still 
was the livelihood of nearly all households. 23 Although almost no 
building occurred except for modest agricultural structures, the 
construction of two substantial, stylishly detailed dwellings ( #s 6 
and 16) in the post-Civil War years attests to some degree of pros­ 
perity. While the blacksmith shop evidently had closed by 1881, 
the county history of that year noted that the hamlet retained its 
carpenter and shoemaker and listed a saw mill as a third enterprise 
(the latter, however, probably referred to the saw mill on the 
Delaware at nearby Holland Station). 24 Sometime thereafter, the 
carpenter and shoe shops ceased operations, and by the early 20th 
century a local historian could describe Amsterdam, along with- two 
other Holland Township neighborhoods, Mount Joy and Spring Mills, 
as only "place names under which small hamlets are, or have been,
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The same source also noted that improved roads were "somewhat 
of (a) scarcity" in Holland Township, and Amsterdam, isolated by 
poor roads and a remote, hilly location, coupled with changes in 
agriculture which resulted in the abandonment of marginal farmland, 
experienced little growth throughout much of this century. Two 
projects affecting its landscape did occur in the middle of the 
century. Upon the completion of the Gilbert electrical generation 
plant on the Delaware River nearby in 1930 two transmission lines 
were erected passing east and west of the hamlet, and around 1940 
as part of improvements made to the old road from Spring Mills to 
Durham Ferry, the section of the road passing through Amsterdam was 
bypassed between Crab Apple Hill and Alfalfa Hill Roads. 26

In recent decades Amsterdam, along with other remote rural 
neighborhoods in northwestern New Jersey, has attracted new resi­ 
dential development as paved roads and new highways have allowed 
urban and suburban families to establish their homes there and 
commute to work. Old farmsteads have been renovated and new dwell­ 
ings built on large lots subdivided from abandoned hill farms. In 
Amsterdam, renovations to older buildings have generally been sym­ 
pathetic to their historic architectural character, and a number of 
farms in and around the hamlet remain in operation, thus preserving 
its historic agricultural setting. Both township residents and 
officials have recognized the special qualities of the community's 
architecture and landscape which make it a worthy candidate for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places and the de­ 
sirability of preserving that heritage,
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Amsterdam Historic District is delineated 
on the attached map entitled "Amsterdam Historic District Site 
Location and Boundary Map" , and is verbally described and justified 
in the following paragraphs. The site and boundary map is an 
assemblage of the following municipal tax maps: Sheets 13, 14, 20 
and 22, Holland Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, prepared by 
Frank W. Bohren, P. E. & L. S. for Bohren and Bohren Engineering 
Associates, Inc., dated May, 1976.

Beginning in Holland Township at the northwest corner of block 
20, lot 6, which point is on the south side of Church Road, the 
district boundary runs south and east along the west and south 
sides of lot 6 to that lots southeast corner, which point is in the 
west line of block 20, lot 3. From there the boundary runs south 
100 feet along the west side of lot 3 and then turns east and 
proceeds across lot 3 in a straight line to the southwest corner of 
block 20, lot 16 (also the northwest corner of block 20, lot 1). 
It continues east along the south side of lot 16 to that lots 
southeast corner and Crab Apple Hill Road. Crossing Crab Apple 
Hill Road, the boundary runs north along the east side of the road 
to the northwest corner of block 22, lot 71, from which point it 
runs northeast across block 20 , lot 2 to the southwest corner of 
block 22, lot 1, and then runs east and north along the south and 
east side of latter lot to Church Road.

The boundary continues east along the south side of Church 
Road to the northwest corner of block 22, lot 98, and then runs 
south, east, and north along the west, south, and east sides of lot 
98 to Church Road again. Crossing Church Road, the boundary runs 
west along the north side of the road to the southeast corner of 
block 14, lot 33.01, and then runs north and west along the east 
and north side of that lot to its northwest corner. From there the 
boundary runs west in a straight line across block 14, lots 35, 36, 
and 37 to the southeast corner of block 14, lot 38.01. It follows 
the south side of lot 38.01 to that lot's southwest corner contin­ 
ues west in a straight line across block 14, lots 38 and 38.02 to 
the northeast corner of block 14, lot 44. The boundary proceeds 
west along the north side of lot 44 to the lot's northwest corner, 
from which points it runs west across block 14, lots 39 and 42, 
along a course continuing the north line of lot 44 to the N. Ji P 
and L. Co. right of way. Turning southwest, it follows the south­ 
east side of the right of way across block 14, lot 42, Alfalfa Hill
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Road, block 13, lot 6, and Church Road to the south side of the 
latter road. From there it runs east along the south side of 
Church Road to the place of beginning.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Amsterdam Historic District were delin­ 
eated to include to the greatest extent possible the architectural 
and historical resources of the village, with not only the fewest 
non-contributing buildings but also with sufficient amounts of 
visually and historically critical open space.

On the north side of the district, the boundary was drawn 
along a line of convenience which roughly follows the border be­ 
tween the open land behind the district houses on Amsterdam and 
Church Road and the wooded hillside to the north. On the south 
side of the district west of Crab Apple Hill Road the boundary 
follows a line of convenience across lot 3 to include the open 
meadow land along the creek just south of Church Road, which is 
visually critical to the character and setting of the district. 
East of Apple Hill Road, the south boundary of the district was 
delineated to exclude the modern houses on Crab Apple Hill and 
Church Roads. The power line right of way similarly provides a 
convenient and appropriate boundary for the west side of the 
district north of Church Road. South of Church Road the boundary 
encompasses lot 6 so as to include the downstream abutments of 
the stone arched bridge (#2).

UTM References (cont'd)

5 - 18/ 486680 4492820

6 - 18/ 486700 4492720

7 - 18/ 486160 4492360

8 - 18/ 486060 4492580

9 - 18/ 486100 4492800
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Photographic Identification:

The following information is the same for all of the photo­ 
graphs submitted with the nomination:

Name . Amsterdam Historic District
Location: Holland Township, Hunterdon County, NJ
Photographer: Dennis Bertland
Date of photographs: December 1993
Negative repository: Holland Township Historic Preservation

Commission
Holland Township Municipal Building
61 Church Road
Milford, NJ 08848

1. Alfalpha Hill Road, NW view.
2. Site #3, W view.
3. Amsterdam Road, SE view.
4. Site #5, NW view.
5. Site #6, SE view.
6. Site #6 (barns), SE view.
7. Site #7, NE view.
8. Site #11, NE view.
9. Amsterdam Road at Church Road, NE view.
10. Site #12, NW view.
11. Site #10, SE view.
12. Site #10, SW view.
13. Site #14, SE view.
14. Site #15, NE view.
15. Site #15 (barn), NE view.
16. Site #16 (barn), SE view.
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