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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received 2 i 1983 

date entered 'M 

historic Worcester House 

and/or common ^ 

2. Location 
street & number 658 Andover StoieeL" N'/A not for publication 

city, town L o w e l l N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N/A P''°*^®ss X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name w t l H a T n T!. & Nm-ma T,. K i n g 

Street & number 658 Andover Street 

city, town L o w e l l N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nor thern Middlesex County Reg i s t ry of Deeds 

street & number Gorhara S t ree t 

city, town L o w e l l state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y of H i s t o r i c Assets of  

title the Commonwealth -^SKo f ^ f j has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1981 . federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston gjgjg Massachusetts 



] 

7. Descr ipt ion Worcester House, Lowell ,MA 

Condi t ion , Check one Check one . ••>'... 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

good , ruins Ji altered moved date N/A , ^^'^ 
fair ^ • unexposed ' * 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Worcester House, cons t ruc ted o r i g i n a l l y i n 1802 i n the Federal s t y l e w i t h l a t e r Greek 
Rev iva l m o d i f i c a t i o n s d a t i n g f r o m c 1840, i s s i t e d on the n o r t h s ide o f Andover S t r e e t , 
f a c i n g sou th . I t i s l o c a t e d approximate ly I h mi les east o f L o w e l l ' s downtown and Ihi mi le s 
west o f Nor th Tewskbury. The house and i t s detached b a m are set back considerably f rom 
Andover S t r e e t . The nominated p a r c e l comprises 1.6 acres and inc ludes lawn, woods, and an 
unpaved d r i v e . The sur rounding area was subd iv ided i n the l a t e 19th century w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o c c u r r i n g along Andover S t ree t du r ing the e a r l y 20th century and on the s ide 
s t r e e t s m id -cen tu ry . P r i o r t o t h a t t i m e , i t was fa rmland w i t h a s c a t t e r i n g of e a r l y - m i d 
19th century houses. Andover S t r ee t was the 18th century rou te l i n k i n g East Chelmsford 
(now Lowe l l ) and Nor th Tewksbury."*" 

The ground p lan of the main house i s r ec t angu la r (A) w i t h a t w o - s t o r y e l l a t the nor theas t 
corner which appears t o be o r i g i n a l ( B ) . Between 1924 and 1936 two a d d i t i o n s were cons t ruc t ed , 
one a two- s to ry extens ion of the e l l (C) and the o the r a screen porch (D) (see a t tached 
s i t e p l a n ) . The a d d i t i o n s (C&D), are not considered to be c o n t r i b u t i n g elements. : ' 

The main house i s 2% s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t an'd has a f i i l l basement beneath i t and the e l l . The 
r o o f i s a medium-pitched gable covered w i t h a spha l t s h i n g l e s . The r o o f o f the e l l i s l i k e ­
wise gabled , framed p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y to the main house. Three chimneys r i s e f rom the main 
house: two f rom i n f r o n t o f the r i d g e and one f r o m the r ea r ; a f o u r t h chimney p r o j e c t s f r o m th< 
e l l ex tens ion . The w a l l s are c l ad i n b u t t end c lapboards . The f o u n d a t i o n o f the main house 
and e l l i s g r a n i t e w h i l e t h a t of the ex tens ion i s f i e l d s t o n e . 

The south ( f r o n t ) e l e v a t i o n i s f o u r bays wide , Windows are symmet r i ca l ly placed on each 
s t o r y w i t h a s l i g h t l y wide r space between the center openings. They have f l a t board t r i m 
and s imply molded caps; the second s t o r y windows are framed i n t o the c o r n i c e . Sash i s 
double-hung s i x - o v e r - s i x ; s h u t t e r s frame, a l l windows. • * * ' î ; -̂VJ . .. ' . / 

The west e l e v a t i o n conta ins .one window on the f i r s t s t o r y , two on the second and a s i n g l e 
window i n the a t t i c ; a l l sash i s one-over-one. Window t r i m cons is t s o f convexly molded 
surrounds w i t h p l a i n corner b l o c k s — d i s t i n c t l y Greek R e v i v a l . The ent rance , v ^ i c h p r o j e c t s 
beyond the e l e v a t i o n and faces sou th , i s reached v i a a narrow one-s tory porch supported by 
Tuscan columns. The a r c h i t r a v e i s Greek R e v i v a l and i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t sur rounding the 
windows. Based on d i f f e r e n c e s i n f o u n d a t i o n m a t e r i a l and clapboard w i d t h , i t i s u n l i k e l y 
t ha t the porch i s o r i g i n a l , but was added c 1840 when o the r Greek R e v i v a l a l t e r a t i o n s were 
m a d e . .. . .......VK...' • i- . . . " • • 

The east e l e v a t i o n cons i s t s of the gable end of the main house, the t w o - s t o r y e l l , t he two-
s t o r y e l l ex tens ion , and a s m a l l one-s to ry enclosed e n t r y . The gable end contains a t the 
f i r s t s t o r y a window, an o f f - c e n t e r en t ry and another window; th ree windows are p laced 
d i r e c t l y above these openings at the second s t o r y , and an a t t i c window i s centered i n the 
gable . With the except ion of the gable window which contains s i x - o v e r - n i n e sash, a l l sash 
i s s i x - o v e r - s i x . Window t r i m i s f l a t board w i t h molded caps. The e n t r y has f l a t board 
t r i m as w e l l and a sp ind l e -b racke t ed door hood (c 1850) . The two-bay e l l appears t o be 
o r i g i n a l based on the f o r w a r d placement o f the main f r a m i n g post a t the nor theas t corner 

• ' 'Un t i l the 1840s the road 's course f o l l o w e d East Merrimack S t r ee t f r o m the Concord R ive r 
t o a p o i n t j u s t west of the Worcester House where i t curved to f o l l o w a course due east . 



8. Significance Worcester House, L o w e l l , MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

X 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic conservation 
X agriculture economics 
X architecture education ' 

art . engineering 
commerce *>- • exploration/settlement 
communications industry 

invention 

la|]|dscape architecture. 
law 
literature • 
military 
music 
philosophy ' 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1802 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Worcester House and i t s b a m possess i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , des ign, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The p roper ty i s s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as a 
l i t t l e - a l t e r e d ve rnacu la r farmhouse w i t h an e a r l y barn t h a t has r e t a i n e d ves t iges of i t s 
r u r a l s e t t i n g , bo th r a re f ea tu res w i t h i n the C i t y o f L o w e l l . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the house i s 
assoc ia ted w i t h L o w e l l ' s e a r l y a g r i c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n and stands on l and associa ted w i t h 
an e a r l y Tewksbury f a m i l y f o r over two hundred yea r s . Thus, the p roper ty meets C r i t e r i a 
A and C of the N a t i o n a l Regis te r of H i s t o r i c Places . . , . 

The l and on which the p rope r ty stands was p a r t of Tewksbury u n t i l 1906 when a l a r g e t r a c t 
was annexed t o L o w e l l . I t had been p a r t o f a 3,000 acre g ran t awarded t o the widow of 
Governor Winthrop i n 1641. Bounded by the Concord and Merrimack Rivers on the west and 
n o r t h , the grant had i n c l u d e d much of present-day Nor th Tewksbury as w e l l as the annexed 
lands . I n 1691 600 acres were purchased f r o m Mrs . Winthrop by Samuel Hunt who, through 
h i s e f f o r t s to i nco rpo ra t e the town, i s g e n e r a l l y recognized as the "Father of Tewksbury." 

I n 1748 Moses Worcester (d . 1756) bought s i x t y - f i v e acres f r o m Hunt ; h i s descendents r e ­
mained here u n t i l 1954. Moses and h i s f a m i l y occupied an e a r l y g a r r i s o n house t h a t had 
been erec ted by Hunt . Known as the "Block House ' , i t s tood on the south s i d e o f Andover 
S t ree t u n t i l the e a r l y - m i d 19th cen tu ry . According to l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l records of the 
1890s, the Worcester House was e rec ted i n 1802 by Moses' grandson Eldad (1763-1853). B u i l t 
on the oppos i t e s ide of Andover S t ree t f r o m the Block House, the house stood on an 
ex tens ive t r a c t o f l a n d which extended n o r t h t o the Merrimack River and west t o East 
Merrimack S t r e e t . A r c h i t e c t u r a l evidence i n d i c a t e s t h a t the b a m was e rec ted i n the e a r l y 
19th century as w e l l . 

For the next 152 years the house was passed on t o successive generat ions of Worcesters . 
Eldad 's sonj Henry E l w i n (1808-87)^ was l i k e w i s e a farmer . The Greek R e v i v a l a l t e r a t i o n s 
on t he house probably date f rom the t ime o f h i s marr iage i n 1839. F o l l o w i n g h i s dea th , 
t he p r o p e r t y , then va lued at $48,000, was d i v i d e d between h i s w i f e and th ree c h i l d r e n . 
The house, b a m , and th ree acres were l e f t t o h i s youngest son H o r a t i o who d ied w h i l e 
the w i l l was s t i l l i n p roba te . Though the p rope r ty remained i n H o r a t i o ' s e s t a t e , the 
house was occupied by h i s mother and s i s t e r w e l l i n t o the e a r l y 20th cen tury . I t was 
l a t e r leased t o t enan t s . The remainder o f Henry E l w i n ' s l and was subd iv ided i n 1889 = 
and s o l d as b u i l d i n g l o t s . I n 1954 the house was purchased by Charles F lood and, i n 
1980, by the cu r r en t owners. The r ea r 1.5 acres were s o l d o f f i n the 1950s. 

The Worcester House stands today as the o ldes t house on Andover Strast and one o f the i" 
e a r l i e s t i n L o w e l l . The l a r g e , e a r l y 19th century barn i s unique i n the c i t y f o r i t s age, 
s i z e , and a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . The l a n d sur rounding the Worcester House and i t s b a m 
should be considered to con ta in subsurface remains of a r t i f a c t s and s t r u c t u r e s as w e l l as 
evidence of past l a n d use. Research conducted us ing a r chaeo log i ca l techniques has the 
p o t e n t i a l t o p rov ide s i g n i f i c a n t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r our understanding of past l i f e w a y s . As 
one of the few und i s tu rbed 19th century r u r a l Isndscapes remaining i n L o w e l l , t h i s p roper ty 
o f f e r s a r a r e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r n u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y s tudy . 

' m ' 
••^V-...r. A-



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Cobum, F rede r i ck W., H i s t o r y of L o w e l l and I t s People, Lewis H i s t o r i c a l P u b l i s h i n g , Co., 
New York , 1920, V o l . I , p. 126. 

Tewksbury, L o w e l l & Middlesex County maps & a t l a s e s : 1830, 1852,1875,1889, 1906, 1924,1936. 
Tewksbury V i t a l Records • 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property . 
Quadrangle name l'0^&^^ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated p roper ty inc ludes the house, b a m , and 
1.645 acres as shown on a t tached L o w e l l Engineer ing Department Map (Sheet 248; 1982) and 
o u t l i n e d i n r ed .Th i s acreage comprises one h a l f o f , and the only i n t a c t p o r t i o n o f , the 
three acres deeded t o H o r a t i o Worcester i n 1839. I t r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c a l p h y s i c a l 

. character and possesses strong associat ions with the property 
List all slates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boun 

state 

boundar ies 

N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
V i r g i n i a A . F i t c h , P rese rva t ion Planner , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission w i t h 

name/title E l i z a b e t h Durfee Hengen, P rese rva t ion Consul tant 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date September, 1983 

street & number 294 Washington S t r ee t telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hrstoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth hv the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date / 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date / 

r of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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of the main house and matching a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m . The rear ex tens ion , b u i l t between 
19 ''24-1936, conta ins a modern mu l t i - pane bay window i n the f i r s t s t o r y and a window w i t h 
s i x - o v e r - s i x sash i n the second. A s m a l l p r o j e c t i n g en t ry w i t h a s p i n d l e - b r a c k e t e d door 
hood extends to the n o r t h . 

The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n i s most ly obscured by a d d i t i o n s and e l l s ; on ly two windows on the 
second s t o r y w i t h f l a t board t r i m are v i s i b l e . 

The i n t e r i o r f e a tu r e s of the house cor robora te the l o c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n date of 1802 and an 
assumed Greek R e v i v a l remodeling c 1840. O r i g i n a l f ea tu re s i n c l u d e boxed corner pos t s , 
narrow c o m i c e mold ing , second f l o o r f i r e p l a c e s , doors and s p r i n g window sash. The f r a m i n g 
v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c i s pegged, mor t i sed and tenoned. Greek Rev iva l d e t a i l s appear on door 
and window t r i m (reeded w i t h comer b locks ) and the f i r s t f l o o r f i r e p l a c e s which have 
molded comer b locks and peaked overmantles . Much of the sash has Greek R e v i v a l munt in 
p r o f i l e s . 

Northeast o f the house l i e s a l a rge frame b a m w i t h a medium-pitched gable r o o f . I t i s 
r ec tangu la r i n ground p l an and measures 73' X 30' X 2 4 ' . The south and east e l e v a t i o n s 
are c l a d i n c lapboards; the west and n o r t h e l eva t ions are sheathed w i t h unpainted v e r t i c a l 
boards. At h t e west end i s a p a r t i a l l y excavated c e l l a r l i n e d w i t h g r a n i t e b l o c k s . The 
i n t e r i o r f r a m i n g of the barn i s f u l l y exposed and appears contemporary w i t h the house. 
P r i n c i p a l posts and beams are m o r t i s e d , tenoned and pegged and r e i n f o r c e d w i t h braces . 
The troof p u r l i n s and roughhewn. Though much of the space i s open, the re are some l o f t s , 
e a r l y horse s t a l l s and s torage areas. 

9. B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l References 

Middlesex County R e g i s t r y of Deeds: deeds and.plan f i l e s 
L o w e l l H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty f i l e s (L.S3.C4 1892-7, p .56-7) 

B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l no te : H i s t o r i c a l source m a t e r i a l f o r ou te r Andover Strefet i s scarce . 
U n t i l 1906 i t was pa r t o f Tewksbury f o r which no comprehensive town h i s t o r y e x i s t s , 
Pub l i c records have been l o s t or destroyed. Though L o w e l l research m a t e r i a l s are 
r i c h , t h e i r coverage of o u t l y i n g regions and l a t e r annexations i s ske tchy . 
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Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
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. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CJ summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity - • - - -
CU alterations/integrity 
• dates 
CU boundary selection vs. f ' 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance//n one par^rap/?^ 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity f S ^ I ' , ^ 
• applicable criteria i_ i 
• justification of areas checked .: >;V?4 
• relating significance to the resource , , 
• context , , 
• relationship of integrity to significance •< , 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
'• • / • ••'-v— -

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps ' 4; 
• Photographs i> 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

re­

signed- Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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