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(Vurfacr all  entries) West Springfield Common Historic District
1. DESCRI PTION (~aNT-' D'~

The W lliam A Cowi ng School,c. 1915, i sabrick Art Deco structure with
granite trim, typical of school structures of t heperiod. The facadei s
conposed of three pavillions, thecentral onehousing thearched granite
entrance topped by a clock andflanked by twocrenellated towers. A granite
stringcourse runs along theroofline andi stopped by onemodified triangular
pedi ment ontheeast andwest elevations, andtwo of t he sane ont he facade.

The VJest Springfield Library, built simultaneously with the school, was paid

for by Carnegie Foundation funds. Thearchitect Vas Edward Tilton, a leading
library architect of thetime, v/ho designed over 60 |ibraries i nthe northeast.
Tilton apprenticed V7iith McKim Meade aind White andh'i,s design reflects influencgag
of theBoston Public Library. This 1J*story structure i sneo-Renaissance with ah
arcaded facade containing 7 bays. A Tuscan pilaster flanks each of t he arched
v7indov7S andt he doorway, anddefines each corner of themain structure. Three
sauare wi ndows t opeach bay, running betv7een t he stringcourse andthe cornice.
The roof i sredSpanish tile anda white cornice with antifixae encircles the
building. Thestructure i sconposed of ochre brick with granite stringcourse ajrd
arched keystoned wi ndow caps. Anel | was added t ot herear of thebuilding

in 1957.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The West Springfield Comron Historic Disltrict i s significant for2 reasons:
1) the area has been the focal point i nthehistoric development of t he
town, and 2) i t provides an attractive andenjoyable open space i n an
otherwi se dense commercial-residential area.

The Common itsolf has served thetown i nmany different capacities. During
1775 i t was used as a training ground forthemilitia, and 53 men nmustered
there on April 20, 1775t omarch t oBoston, after word came of t he Battle
of Lexington. The Cormmon also served as a drilling ground i nl1787, when
Luke Day gathered hi sfellow townsmen t otake part i n Shay's Rebellion.

In thefirst part of the 19thc, the GCoomon hosted a bandstand, and sunmer
evening concerts viere a regular enjoyment f orthe townspeople.

Now t he Cormon i sused primarily as a leisure area for tovin visitors and

residents. | t sgreen lav/ins and shade trees provide a welcone refuge fromth?
dense andheavily trafficed urban area that surrounds it. | tisalso the
focal point of Christmas celebrations, a huge community Christmas tree being
placed i nitscenter every year. Also appearing regular.ly onthe Conmmon

are thermometers or other suitable indications of theprogress of various
conmunity charity drives.

The Common and it smarkers andthe properties flanking t he Gonmmon on Park
Street are al | exanples of significant eras i nthetown's development, from
the 17thc. founding up totheearly 20th c¢. The five markers ackow edge:
the location of thefirst school, thelocation of thefirst meetinghouse,
the passing of General Henry Knox andhi sarmy i nl775 the Hessian encanp-
ment of 1777, andt heWWIIl dead. On Park Street, the Day House,i n
particular, i snoteworthy. Notonly isi tsaid to betheonly brick salt
box existing i nNew England, buti ti salso unaltered andi n excellent
condition. The Day fam |y occupied thehouse for 150years andi t contains
a collection of furnishings from the 17th® 18th, and 19t hcenturies.
Together with thechurch, cemetery , school, library and Common,

it provides an important andattractive educational andcultural resource
for theentire town.
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGI NAL SITE
-GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Josiah Day House was built in 1754 according toa dated brick set in the east

wall. 1tis believed tobe the only existing unaltered brick salthox house in the
country andis certainly the oldest brick building in the county. The house i s
situated on al ot approximtely one acre in size, and the south facade | ooks out over
the common. Twentieth century houses surround the Day House, but the area i s pleasant,
and the streets aretree |ined.

The main section of the house is brick, twostories high, shingled, with a ridge roof
and a central clustered chimmey. The facade is three bays wide with a central
slightly recessed doorway. Four of the vdndows are 12/ 8 sash with plain trimand
the fifth w ndow, over the front door, is 9/6, also with plaintrim The side

el evations, containing the integral saltbox roofline, aretwo bays w de, and each
el evation contains five w ndows.

The wooden el |, one story high, has a ridge roof with one chinmey. The el | has eight
wi ndows of various sizes and shapes, and three doors. The el |l is at |east as |ong

as thefacade of the house, and extends back fromthe west half of the rear elevation
of the brick structure.

The interior of the house retains nuch of itsoriginal hardware, including nany
butterfly and "H hinges, the original interior shutters, and sone original furniture.
The house has five roons, each with a fireplace. The first floor has tvro front chanbers,
and a large kitchen in therear, with adjoining bom ng roomand buttery. The kitchen
and buttery walls have vertical linen fold sheathing fromthe |ate seventeenth

century. The second floor has two bedchanbers with storage areas under the saltbox

roof; theeast bedchanber contains a full fireplace wall with raised paneling typical

of the eighteenth century, the viest roomholds a built-in architectonic cupboard

with a glazed door. Each of the five roons in the nmain house has at |east one wall with
decorative paneling or sheathing.

The house i s now used as a nuseum with three of the roons containing period fum shings.
and two being used tohold historical exhibits, The two and one half roons in the
ell are used as thecaretaker's quarters.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 "ARCHITECTURE ~.EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
ALI700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 174 BU LOER ARCH TECT

STATEMENT - S GN H CANCE

The Josiah Day House i s significant as one of the ol dest extant unaltered brick
saltboxes in thecountry. |twas built by Josiah Day, grandson of one of the founders
of the settlement, and was lived in by the Day fam |y for over 150 years. The house
retains most of i tsoriginal interior, andis opentothe public as a house nuseum

The Day House, built in 1754, is the oldest house in Vst Spi'ingfield, and the ol dest
brick house i n Hanpden County. [tsunaltered condition, both onthe e*:terior and
the interior, as well as itsoriginal interior hardware and furniture, nake i t a
significant exanple of md-eighteenth century New England vemacul ar architecture.

" Thonas Day, t he builder's grandfather, was a nenber of the first group of settlers
to receive land grants west of the Connecticut River. Josiah Day was a co-signer
of the first petition tothe General Court of Massachusetts for the separation of
West Springfield fromits nother town in 1770. The Day fam |y continued t o be active
in the devel opnent of the tovm and occupied the house until the twentieth century.
Many of the fum shings which the Days had acquired, representing styles fromt he
seventeenth through the nineteenth century, remain in the house.

As a house nuseum with Period roons as wel | as historical exhibits, the building
is a valuable educational resource for the school childrenin the town andfor
other interested people.
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