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1 . DESCRIPTION (̂ CONT-'D"̂  

West S p r i n g f i e l d Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

The W i l l i a m A.Cowing School,c. 1915, i s a b r i c k A r t Deco s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
g r a n i t e t r i m , t y p i c a l of school s t r u c t u r e s o f the p e r i o d . The facade i s 
composed of three p a v i l l i o n s , the c e n t r a l one housing the arched g r a n i t e 
entrance topped by a clock and fla n k e d by two c r e n e l l a t e d towers. A g r a n i t e 
s t r i n g c o u r s e runs along the r o o f l i n e and i s topped by one mod i f i e d t r i a n g u l a r 
pediment on the east and west e l e v a t i o n s , and two of the same on the facade. 

The VJest S p r i n g f i e l d L i b r a r y , b u i l t simultaneously w i t h the school, was paid 
f o r by Carnegie Foundation funds. The a r c h i t e c t V7as Edward T i l t o n , a leading 
l i b r a r y a r c h i t e c t of the time, v/ho designed over 60 l i b r a r i e s i n the northeast. 
T i l t o n apprenticed V7ith McKim, Meade aind White and h."i,s design r e f l e c t s i n f l u e n c 
of the Boston P u b l i c L i b r a r y . This IJ^ s t o r y s t r u c t u r e i s neo-Renaissance w i t h ah 
arcaded facade c o n t a i n i n g 7 bays. A Tuscan p i l a s t e r f l a n k s each of the arched 
v7indov7S and the doorway, and defines each corner of the main s t r u c t u r e . Three 
sauare windows top each bay, running betv7een the s t r i n g c o u r s e and the cor n i c e . 
The r o o f i s red Spanish t i l e and a white cornice w i t h a n t i f i x a e e n c i r c l e s the 
b u i l d i n g . The s t r u c t u r e i s composed of ochre b r i c k w i t h g r a n i t e s t r i n g c o u r s e ajrd 
arched keystoned window caps. An e l l was added to the rear of the b u i l d i n g 
i n 1957. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The West S p r i n g f i e l d Common H i s t o r i c D i s l t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 2 reasons: 
1) the area has been the f o c a l p o i n t i n the h i s t o r i c development o f the 
town, and 2) i t provides an a t t r a c t i v e and enjoyable open space i n an 
otherwise dense c o m m e r c i a l - r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

The Common i t s o l f has served the town i n many d i f f e r e n t c a p a c i t i e s . During 
1775 i t was used as a t r a i n i n g ground f o r the m i l i t i a , and 53 men mustered 
there on A p r i l 20, 1775 t o march t o Boston, a f t e r word came of the B a t t l e 
of Lexington. The Common also served as a d r i l l i n g ground i n 1787, when 
Luke Day gathered h i s f e l l o w townsmen t o take p a r t i n Shay's R e b e l l i o n . 
I n the f i r s t p a r t of the 19th c , the Common hosted a bandstand, and summer 
evening concerts v/ere a r e g u l a r enjoyment f o r the townspeople. 

Now the Common i s used p r i m a r i l y as a l e i s u r e area f o r tov7n v i s i t o r s and 
r e s i d e n t s . I t s green lav/ns and shade tr e e s provide a welcome refuge from t h ^ 
dense and h e a v i l y t r a f f i c e d urban area t h a t surrounds i t . I t i s also the 
f o c a l p o i n t of Christmas c e l e b r a t i o n s , a huge community Christmas t r e e being 
placed i n i t s center every year. Also appearing r e g u l a r .ly on the Common 
are thermometers or other s u i t a b l e i n d i c a t i o n s o f the progress of var i o u s 
community c h a r i t y d r i v e s . 

The Common and i t s markers and the p r o p e r t i e s f l a n k i n g the Common on Park 
S t r e e t are a l l examples of s i g n i f i c a n t eras i n the town's development, from 
the 17th c. founding up to the e a r l y 20th c. The f i v e markers ackowledge: 
the l o c a t i o n of the f i r s t school, the l o c a t i o n of the f i r s t meetinghouse, 
the passing of General Henry Knox and h i s army i n 177 5, the Hessian encamp­
ment of 1777, and the W.W.II dead. On Park S t r e e t , the Day House, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , i s noteworthy. Not only i s i t said t o be the only b r i c k s a l t 
box e x i s t i n g i n New England, but i t i s also u n a l t e r e d and i n e x c e l l e n t 
c o n d i t i o n . The Day f a m i l y occupied the house f o r 150 years and i t contains 
a c o l l e c t i o n o f f u r n i s h i n g s from the 17th^ I 8 t h , and 19th c e n t u r i e s . 
Together w i t h the church, cemetery , school, l i b r a r y and Common, 

i t provides an important and a t t r a c t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l resource 
f o r the e n t i r e town. 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
X EXCELLENT 

- G O O D 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 
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—UNEXPOSED 
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—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Josiah Day House was b u i l t i n 1754 according to a dated brick set i n the east 
wall. I t is believed to be the only existing unaltered brick saltbox house in the 
country and is certainly the oldest brick building i n the county. The house is 
situated on a l o t approximately one acre in size, and the south facade looks out over 
the common. Twentieth century houses surround the Day House, but the area is pleasant, 
and the streets are tree lined. 

The main section of the house i s brick, two stories high, shingled, with a ridge roof 
and a central clustered chimney. The facade is three bays wide with a central 
slightly recessed doorway. Four of the vdndows are 12/8 sash with plain trim and 
the f i f t h window, over the front door, is 9/6, also with plain trim. The side 
elevations, containing the integral saltbox roofline, are two bays wide, and each 
elevation contains five windows. 

The wooden e l l , one story high, has a ridge roof with one chimney. The e l l has eight 
windows of various sizes and shapes, and three doors. The e l l is at least as long 
as the facade of the house, and extends back from the west half of the rear elevation 
of the brick structure. 

The interior of the house retains much of i t s original hardware, including many 
butterfly and "H" hinges, the original interior shutters, and some original furniture. 
The house has five rooms, each with a fireplace. The f i r s t floor has tvro front chambers, 
and a large kitchen i n the rear, with adjoining boming room and buttery. The kitchen 
and buttery walls have vertical linen fold sheathing from the late seventeenth 
century. The second floor has two bedchambers with storage areas under the saltbox 
roof; the east bedchamber contains a f u l l fireplace wall with raised paneling typical 
of the eighteenth century, the v/est room holds a b u i l t - i n architectonic cupboard 
with a glazed door. Each of the five rooms i n the main house has at least one wall with 
decorative paneling or sheathing. 

The house is now used as a museum, with three of the rooms containing period fumishings. 
and two being used to hold historical exhibits, 
e l l are used as the caretaker's quarters. 

The two and one half rooms in the 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

^Ll700-1799 

—1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHE0L0GY-HIST0RIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

^.EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1754 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Josiah Day House is significant as one of the oldest extant unaltered brick 
saltboxes in the country. I t was bu i l t by Josiah Day, grandson of one of the founders 
of the settlement, and was lived i n by the Day family for over 150 years. The house 
retains most of i t s original i n t e r i o r , and is open to the public as a house museum. 

The Day House, b u i l t i n 1754, is the oldest house in West Spi'ingfield, and the oldest 
brick house in Hampden County. Its unaltered condition, both on the e*:terior and 
the in t e r i o r , as well as i t s original interior hardware and furniture, make i t a 
significant example of mid-eighteenth century New England vemacular architecture. 

' Thomas Day, the builder's grandfather, was a member of the f i r s t group of settlers 
to receive land grants west of the Connecticut River. Josiah Day was a co-signer 
of the f i r s t petition to the General Court of Massachusetts for the separation of 
West Springfield from i t s mother town i n 1770. The Day family continued to be active 
in the development of the tovm, and occupied the house u n t i l the twentieth century. 
Many of the fumishings which the Days had acquired, representing styles from the 
seventeenth through the nineteenth century, remain i n the house. 

As a house museum, with period rooms as well as historical exhibits, the building 
is a valuable educational resource for the school children i n the town and for 
other interested people. 
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Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Michael J. Harrington 
Hon. S i l v i o 0. Conte 
Hon. Torbert H. MacDonald 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Regional Director, North A t l a n t i c 

Region 

PR MMott/cha 4-21-75 



REMARKS: 

MASS. 

NAME West Springfield Common Historic Di s t r i c t 
N AM E 

Broadway 

t 10 1976 
WORKING NUMBER 4.16.7 4 . 6 0 3 

S T A T E C O U N T Y 

Mass. Hampden 
A D D R E S S 

West S p r i n g f i e l d 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D S T R I C T 

R E G I S T E R N U M B E R 

DATE RETURNED TO SLO. ATE 

DATE R E T U R N E D TO NR. 

DATE SENT TO CONGRESS 

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS CONTROL 
WASO-167 
(Augus t 1971) 

MASS. 

Vest Spring£l«ld Cona&on Historic District 
N A M E 

Broadway 
S T A T E C O U N T Y 

Maaa. Eupden 
A D D R E S S 

Wast Spr lngf ie l i i 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T 

R E G I S T E R N U M B E R 

Set SN LH CZ] NHL ( ~\ NPS n n HABS 
1 1 
1 1 HAER 

R E M A R K S : 

WORKING NUMBER » X ( • 74 « 603^ 
D A T E i R E r U H N E D TO SLO. 

DATE R E T U R N E D TO NR. 

DATE SEN1 TO CONGRESS 

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS CONTROL 
• v / / F T T ' r ' i \ \ X WASO-167 
^ X L L i ? - ' ^ (August 1971) 





% R Data Sheet 
DATE 

Revlewe 

NR 

, 9 k - i b f ^ 

DOE A p r i l 16, 1975 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: D a y , J o s l a h , HoUSe 

OTHER KA>'i:S: 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET 4 NUMBER J Q p g r k S t ^ e e t T 

OTYTOWN West Spr ingf ie ld 

STATE . 'Massachusetts 
VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT J ^ g ^ 

«>"'^ Hanpden ""^^ 013 

OWNER OF PROPERTY.' (Circle) T PRIVATE/STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAI1E) : 
ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) C^^^ZJ^mic) MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTHVEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHIffiST 

F E A T U R E S : ItfBEKIOR EXJgglOR 
X f ^ i i b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 l ^^ubs tan t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 

N̂̂ gyONS 

_ unknown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7 

unknown .-5 
_ not applicable - 8 

Substantially intact-3 
_. unknown -6 

Kct appli cahle-9 

CONDITION _ ^„ .^<6ELLE^ ELLENT 

_ G O O 0 

_ F A I R 

— I n t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intact-0 
—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —foRlSiNAL SITE 

_ R U I N S ( _ > k « 1 f E D 

—UNEXPOSED 

_L'nexcavat'?<l 
-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

ACCESS-

historic dist i ' icf 

Yes - r e s t r i c t ed Yes-ur-restr icted No access 

YES 

YES WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTOP.IC LAIIDMĴ .RK? 
IF YES, NA.ME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; NO Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) -

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

Unknown 

no 

»RCHEOLOUy PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGYHISTOniC 

—AGJietfCTURE 

•ESCRCHITECTURE 

_ * R T 

-COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
first 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONJ)Mf£s 

* ;K>CCATI0N 

-ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

- I N D U S T R Y 

—INVENTION 

YES NO 

•/O 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

_ L A W / G o v ' t / p O l l t i c S —SCIENCE 

-LITERATURE 

.MILITARY SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

entertainment 
_hea l t h 

recreation 
settlement 
socio/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

^^^dest^^"^^) NO **only'-' YES 




