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The historic values of the site are directly related 
to the beginning of the California Redwood Lumber 
industry. The site contains natural and scenic 
resource values representative of the rugged Mendocino 
Coast. The site has potential for affording recreation 
opportunities, and would help satisfy a growing 
recreation deficiency within the 2-4 hour travel time 
zone of the San Francisco and Sacramento Metropolitan 
Area.

The community was the first of a number of towns that 
developed as a result of lumber operations along the 
California coastline. It was started in 1851. Some 
buildJr^j which remain date back to 1852-55; with 
majority covering a period 1860-1900.

Today the town remains much as it was in earlier times. 
It has retained the rare individuality of architecture 
and environment which makes one's visit a satisfying 
experience.

Among the outstanding architectural values which remain 
are: the Presbyterian Church - 1867-68 (photo attached), 
The Masonic Hall - 1866, the McCallen House,- 1885, an 
old Chinese Joss House, and "Hotel Row" - a number of 
interesting buildings fronting Main Street - most of 
them going back in time to the 1870-80's.
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Continuation Sheet listing Mendocino Joss House as Contributing Building 
to the Mendocino Historic District: Mendocino:'and Mendocino Headlands

Mendocino Joss House 
45160 Albion Street

The Mendocino Joss House is located one block north of Main Street on a 
small rise overlooking the Pacific Ocean. The surrouding area is 
primarily residential with many open spaces which provide "scenic corridors" 
that allow an unbroken view to the ocean.

The building is representative of an early phase of simple vernacular 
redwood architecture typical to the coastal area during the early phase of 
settlement between 1851-1870. The Joss House is a balloon frame sheathed in b 
ship lap siding which has been painted red and green. The rectangular plan 
with rear shed addition houses a two room temple. The building measures 
13'5"x30'6" and is 14'6" from the foundation to the roof line. There are 
only two doors; the entrance door and a rear exit door. The original 
entrance door was a narrow double door with two recessed center panels 
(this door has now been moved to the interior). There are three windows 
in the efitire building; two double hung sash windows flank the entrance 
door and a small paned window gives light to the priest room in the rear 
of the building.

Both exterior and interior condition are good; work is needed to reroof the 
building. There are plans to reroof with redwood shingles, presently there 
are redwood shingles on the roof. A new 'foundation of redwood piers on cement 
blocks replaced the original redwood foundation.

There is no chimney; a'small clay stove pipe extends beyond the exterior plane 
of the west wall. This is the vent for a stove which sits in the southwest 
corner of the interior. The only decorative elements of the Joss House are 
the crudely sawn porch brackets which enliven the corner of the porch's 
shed roof. The cornice is constructed of a rough cut redwood board, painted 
green. There is no ornamentation on the cornice.

The interior of the Joss House is constructed of smooth finished redwood. 
There are 6" wide plank floors and ceiling and 6" tongue and groove wall 
siding (horizontal). Other than a few wall -hangings the walls are bare; 
interior furnishings are sparse and consist of a small prayer table with an 
altar behind it and several hanging lanterns. Simple wood benches line 
each wall and a stove sits in one corner of the front room.
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The Mendocino Joss House: contributing building;

The Mendocino Joss House, the last Joss House on the Pacific Northcoast, north 
of San Francisco to the Oregon border, is an historically and culturally 
significant structure associated with a pioneer Chinese family and Chinese 
community. While the Chinese built Chinatowns throughout the State of 
California and Joss Houses (small temples) serviced many of these communities, 
most were burned, destroyed, or lost to history in some manner. Based upon 
oral history which dates the Mendocino Joss House to l85^» this temple may 
be not only ..the longest in use temple, but the oldest "original" Joss House in 
California. While the exterior of the building is not a rare architectural 
resource, the interior is an invaluable resource of ethnic history. Except 
for the replacement of one paper lanter n all interior furnishings are said 
to be original and date from the time of construction. The temple is dedicated 
to Kwan Dai, the God of War, a popular diety who lived from l6l A.D. to 219 A.D,

Footnotes:

l.The oral history which surrounds the Mendocino Joss House is documented in 
Bruce Levene's Mendocino County Remembered. An Oral History, Mendocino, The 
Mendocino County Historical Society, 1976V pp. 52, 199.This history of the 
Mendocino Joss House has also been passed down, generation to generation, by 
the Hee family (owners of the temple since at least 1871). Oral history states 
that the temple has been in use since its erection in l85*f; it is used today by 
Hee family members. The Weaverville Joss House, a California State Historical 
Landmark, was believed constructed in 18^2 or 1853? this building, however, 
burned in 1873 and the present structure dates from l8?^-. The Marysville Joss 
House, thought to be the oldest "original" joss house was built early in i860. 
Therefore, based upon the oral history date of 185^-, the Mendocino Joss House 
appears to be the oldest "original" California Joss House. Documents show 
that the land upon which the Joss House sits was owned by Chinese in 186?. 
Alth@mgh the building does not appear on a Sanborn map until 1883, it is 
unlikely that the Chinese community, which by l8?5 numbered 700 would have 
held the land for sixteen years before constructing a temple.
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