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Hal fway House i ssignificant as thelast remaining of theoriginal twelve
hal fway houses which were part of t heconprehensive lifesaving service
on Cape Cod. Hal fway houses were placed, as their nane implies, md-
way between |ife saving stations. Patrols would leave themin station,
wal k tothehalfway house, leave their tagtoprove their presence,

and return tothestation. The tag would be picked up and returned

by thenext patrol. Patrols were on thelookout for stranded or dis-
tressed vessels and sailors. This halfway house was on t heinner

beach, opposite theO dHarbor Life Saving Station on outer beach.

The tagsystemwas |ater replaced by a private telephone line that ran
the length of Cape Cod. This, i ntum, was replaced by a key punch
system Such a system enploys a key that, when inserted, registers
the patrol's time and presence.

Oral tradition maintains that this particular structure was firstin
use as a Hut of Refuge sponsored by t he Massachusetts Humane Society.
Such huts contained food, clothing and bl ankets toaid shipwecked
sailors. This service of theHumane Society was replaced i n 1872 by
the Life Saving Service. The Life Saving Service devel oped t hesystem
of stations and hal fway houses. The Coast Guard took over theservice
in 1915, Wi en t heCoast Guard abandoned foot patrols after World Vér
I, this house was used for storage. |t later passed into private
owner ship and has been used i nconjunctionwith a boat rental service
and as a gathering spot for retired Coast Guard nen.
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The Chat hamHal f way House i slocated beyond thefoot of AndrewHarding Lane
on t he beach at Pleasant Bay, Pleasant Bay and t he Chat hamHarbor are
created by Nauset Beach, a sand bar/peninsula parallel totheminland.

The beach on Pleasant Bay i sknown as t he"inner beach" and Nauset Beach

is referred toas the"outer beach."”

The Hal fway House i sa small structure about five foot squarewith a

simple ridge roof. The body i s sheathed i nwooden shingles and t he roof

is covered with asphalt shingles. An off center, vertical sheathed doorway,
stovepi pe and sinple conmerboards and cornice nolding conplete thestructure.

The structure has been noved at |east twice; each time the nove was
necessitated by therelentless ongoing growth of Nauset (outer) Beach.
About 1920, t he Coast Quard noved t hehouse about half a mle south of
its location opposite theO dHarbor Life Saving Station because it no
| onger had a view of theopen sea. | n 1944 it was noved again, one
thousand feet south of its site at thefoot of Holway Street to its
present location.

The Hal f way House was reshingled i n1930 and again i n 1975,

1944
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