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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Halfway House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the la s t remaining of the o r i g i n a l twelve 
halfway houses which were part of the comprehensive lifes a v i n g service 
on Cape Cod. Halfway houses were placed, as t h e i r name implies, mid­
way between l i f e saving stations. Patrols would leave the main sta t i o n , 
walk to the halfway house, leave t h e i r tag to prove t h e i r presence, 
and return to the sta t i o n . The tag would be picked up and returned 
by the next p a t r o l . Patrols were on the lookout f o r stranded or dis­
tressed vessels and s a i l o r s . This halfway house was on the inner 
beach, opposite the Old Harbor L i f e Saving Station on outer beach. 
The tag system was l a t e r replaced by a private telephone l i n e that ran 
the length of Cape Cod. This, i n tum, was replaced by a key punch 
system. Such a system employs a key that, when inserted, registers 
the patrol's time and presence. 

Oral t r a d i t i o n maintains that t h i s p a r t i c u l a r structure was f i r s t i n 
use as a Hut of Refuge sponsored by the Massachusetts Humane Society. 
Such huts contained food, clothing and blankets to aid shipwrecked 
s a i l o r s . This service of the Humane Society was replaced i n 1872 by 
the L i f e Saving Service. The L i f e Saving Service developed the system 
of stations and halfway houses. The Coast Guard took over the service 
i n 1915, When the Coast Guard abandoned foot patrols a f t e r World War 
I I , t h i s house was used for storage. I t l a t e r passed into private 
ownership and has been used i n conjunction with a boat rental service 
and as a gathering spot for r e t i r e d Coast Guard men. 
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The Chatham Halfway House i s located beyond the foot of Andrew Harding Lane 
on the beach at Pleasant Bay, Pleasant Bay and the Chatham Harbor are 
created by Nauset Beach, a sand bar/peninsula p a r a l l e l to the mainland. 
The beach on Pleasant Bay i s known as the "inner beach" and Nauset Beach 
is referred to as the "outer beach." 

The Halfway House i s a small structure about f i v e foot square with a 
simple ridge roof. The body i s sheathed i n wooden shingles and the roof 
is covered with asphalt shingles. An o f f center, v e r t i c a l sheathed doorway, 
stovepipe and simple comerboards and cornice molding complete the structure. 

The structure has been moved at least twice; each time the move was 
necessitated by the relentless ongoing growth of Nauset (outer) Beach. 
About 1920, the Coast Guard moved the house about half a mile south of 
i t s location opposite the Old Harbor L i f e Saving Station because i t no 
longer had a view of the open sea. I n 1944 i t was moved again, one 
thousand feet south of i t s s i t e at the foot of Holway Street to i t s 
present location. 

The Halfway House was reshingled i n 1930 and again i n 1975, 
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