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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Naunfceag i s located, onProspect Street three quarters of amle north of t hecenter of
Stockbridge. Theestate includes atwenty-six room sunmer mansion surrounded by 49
acres of landscaped grounds. The house stands at a ground el evation of 930 feet on
the west side of Prospect Hill and faces the ridge of Monunent Muntain across the
Housat oni ¢ River.

Designed by architect Stanford Wite, the house was built for Anbassador and M s.
Joseph Hodges- Choate in.*886. Thefree formplan of the house, with its corner tiorrets,
panel ed brick chimeys, Palladian wndows, and picturesque massing, are characteristic
of the Queen Ann style. Both brick and shingles areused onthe exterior.

The main (east) facade i sbrick, and the house i s entered throughan arched doorway by
way of a porte-cochere. Promthe ridge roof above project a nunber of dorners of
varying sizes.

The wi ndow treatment throughout the house bears witnesstotheconstant variety of the
Queen Ann style. Double arched wi ndows ar e juxtaposed with rectangul ar openings on t he
sane facade, while Palladian w ndows, bay w ndows, and extremely narrow openi ngs adorn
anot her facade. Likew sethe use of shingles onthe west side of the house contrasts
with brick onthe opposite facade. Theshingles create a play of textures with their
scal | oped and di anond- shaped patterning.

The plan of the house i s characteristic of Stanford Wite's notable houses, usingthe
large central hall axis which opens onto the dining room parlor, library, andporch.
As with the exterior, the architect introduced avariety of textures and stylesto

the interior. The hall extends the depth of the house and exhibits a Tudor influence.
The paneling i s Anerican oak, and redtile covers the floors. | ncontrast, the parlor
di splays Ceorgian elenments. Further variety i s seen i nthe nahogany-panel ed dining
roomand t helibrary furnished i nCalifornia redwod. Throughout t hehouse i s an
outstanding display of antiques — original furnishings of the Choates.

Nat hani el Barrett, a well-known American |andscape architect, fitted the house and
gardens tothesteep and difficult site bycreating twobroad-lawn terraces. Four
decades |ater, after the death of Arbassador and Ms. Choate, their daughter Mabel
engaged t he Boston |andscape architect Fletcher Steele t o extend Barrett's original
ground plan. This Steele acconplished over aperiod of thirty years, having his own
roomi nresidence. Thelandscape which resulted ranks anong the nost beautiful i n
Ameri ca.

South of the main hoxise the Qutdoor Roomand Afternoon Garden were established. Here
stand oak pilings which were dredged fromthe bottomof Boston Harbor and carvedand
painted t oresenble Venetian posts. Belov; this garden a gentle sl opewas gradedt o

the Chinese Pagoda. Belowthe [ower terrace t othe west, arefound anorchard, pidcing
garden, and vegetabl e garden. Uphill and t ot heeast of the house i s the bridc-walled
Chinese Garden, Also onthe grounds i s the boy and stork fountain designed by scul ptor
Frederick MacMonnies i n1885» O her buildings onthe property include a superintendent's
residence, adairy bam a large carriage house and garage with living quarters upstairs,
a small equipnment storage building, and a small section of greenhouse.



El SSGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING X-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  — RELIGION
— 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION 2_LAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —_ AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
_ 1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC « T if. —THEATER
X_1800-1 899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
] A-POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT J—
— 1900- — COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
Mo | 1
SPECIFIC DATES sulLbEr/AarcHiTECT otanford “e/hite, architect of house
Nat hani el Barrett & Fletcher Steele,
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE | andscape architects

The Naunfceag estate i s significant not only as the work of an outstanding architect

and two great |andscape architects, but also asthe hone of the renowned | awer,
statesman, and schol ar, Joseph Hodges Choate, J. X, »\j. , R
Joseph Choate was born i n Sal em Massachtisetts i n 1832, He graduated from Harvard i n
1852 and was adm tted t othe Massachusetts Bar i n 1855 andto the NewYork Bar a year
later. Inthe comse of hisbrilliant legal career he argued cases i nlocal, state,

and Federal courts, and nany times i nthe Suprene Court andinternational tribunes.
Early i nhis career Choate defended the interests of the Metropolitan and the Natural
History Misetins. He was al so prosecutor for the Coonmttee of Seventy that ended the
Tanmany scandal s and t he Boss Tweed Ring.

The Choate fam |y began visiting Stodcbridge i n|874f but it was not until ten years
later that Choate was able t opersuade David Dudl ey Field, his opponent i nthe Boss
Tweed affair, tosell himthe "lower forty" onthe west side of Prospect Hill, There

he engaged the NewYork firm of MKim Mad and Wite, with Stanford Wite as designer
and builder. Healso secured the young scul ptor Frederick MachMnnies t o design several
works for the estate. The estate was naned "Naiinkeag" which was the Indian nanef or
Choate's birthplace, Salem and neant "Haven of Peace.”

Nauj r keag hosted many di sti ngui shed visitors, anong them President and Ms, |
who visited there in1897» Two years | ater MKinl ey appoi nted Choate as Anbassa
to the Court of St, Janmes, apost Choate held forsix years. After hereturned to
United States, hewasappointed by President Theodore Roosevelt tohead the Anel
del egation tothe Second I nternational Peace Conference at the Hague, % .

Choate always longed t oretum t o Naunfceag, however, where the superb Stockbridge setting
i ndeed provided a "Haven of Peace," The basic plan of the gardens and grounds was de-
signed by Boston |andscape architect Nathaniel Barrett whose design remained intact for
forty years. After her parents' deaths, Mbel Choate continued tolive at Naunfceag, and
for the next thirty years sheand the distinguished landscape architect Fletcher Steele
further devel oped the |andscaping. Al though they strove t onaintain the aura of

Naunfceag as the famly hadknown it, the twoattenpted toclarify the design and i n-
corporate nore nodern ideas of conposition. | n1959 Mss Choate insured the future
preservation of her efforts when she bequeathed the estate t othe Trustees of

Reservations who continue t omaintainit and nake it available t othe public.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY CESCR PTI ON
The property of Naunfceag on t he east runs approxi mately 600 feet along Prospect Street.
The northern boundary runs approxi mtely 650feet along private property lines. To the
west the property parallels Church Street 103150 feet fromtheroad with the exception
of three portionswhich extend out t otheroad. The southwest boundary runs al ong

the Stodcbridge Cenetery approximtely 620 feet, and onthe southeast it runs along
private property 450 feet until it joins Prospect Street.
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Missing Core Documentation
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11 August 1975

[4r. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Reijister of Historic Places
S Departnment of the Interior

|8th and C Streets, m

VWashi ngton, BC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find tv/io National Register nomnation forns andtv;o
continuation sheets for thefollowi ng properties:

1. Nev.'buryport: Bartlett Kali Historic District

2. (™ockbridge: Naujnkeag

3. Brevjster: ddHggins FarmWndm [l (Continuation Sheet)
4. Kedford: Charles Brooks House (ContinuationSheet)

The Bartlett Kail Historic District isbeing submtted i n advance of

a larger High Street District. The Superior Covirt House i nthe Bartlett
fell  District iscurrently i nneed ox recognit.\onand ftaiding to insure
Its preservation.

The continuation sheets for thed dHiggins FarmWndm || and Charles
Brooks House contain corrections which should be incorporatedintothe
forns.

The Nev; buryport and Stockbridge propertieshave been voted eligible for
subm ssion by the |'”ssachusetts Historical Gommssion (the State Reviey;
Boar d) and have been signed by the Stats Historic Preservation Officer,
El i zabeth R Amadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Vsl owski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Gomnission
PLWj d

Encl osur eE
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