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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Naunfceag i s located, on Prospect Street three quarters of a mile north of the center of 
Stockbridge. The estate includes a twenty-six room summer mansion surrounded by 49 
acres of landscaped grounds. The house stands at a ground elevation of 930 feet on 
the west side of Prospect H i l l and faces the ridge of Monument Mountain across the 
Housatonic River. 

Designed by architect Stanford White, the house was b u i l t for Ambassador and Mrs. 
Joseph Hodges-Choate in.^l886. The free form plan of the house, with i t s corner tiorrets, 
paneled brick chimneys, Palladian windows, and picturesque massing, are characteristic 
of the Queen Ann style. Both brick and shingles are used on the exterior. 

The main (east) facade is brick, and the house is entered through an arched doorway by 
way of a porte-cochere. Prom the ridge roof above project a number of dormers of 
varying sizes. 

The window treatment throughout the house bears witness to the constant variety of the 
Queen Ann style. Double arched windows are juxtaposed with rectangular openings on the 
same facade, while Palladian windows, bay windows, and extremely narrow openings adorn 
another facade. Likewise the use of shingles on the west side of the house contrasts 
with brick on the opposite facade. The shingles create a play of textures with their 
scalloped and diamond-shaped patterning. 

The plan of the house is characteristic of Stamford White's notable houses, using the 
large central hall axis which opens onto the dining room, parlor, library, and porch. 
As with the exterior, the architect introduced a variety of textures and styles to 
the interior. The hall extends the depth of the house and exhibits a Tudor influence. 
The paneling is American oak, and red t i l e covers the floors. In contrast, the parlor 
displays Georgian elements. Further variety is seen i n the mahogany-paneled dining 
room and the library furnished in California redwood. Throughout the house is an 
outstanding display of antiques — original furnishings of the Choates. 

Nathaniel Barrett, a well-known American landscape architect, f i t t e d the house and 
gardens to the steep and d i f f i c u l t site by creating two broad-lawn terraces. Four 
decades later, after the death of Ambassador and Mrs. Choate, their daughter Mabel 
engaged the Boston landscape architect Fletcher Steele to extend Barrett's original 
ground plan. This Steele accomplished over a period of t h i r t y years, having his own 
room i n residence. The landscape which resulted ranks among the most beautiful i n 
America. 

South of the main hoxise the Outdoor Room and Afternoon Garden were established. Here 
stand oak pilings which were dredged from the bottom of Boston Harbor and carved and 
painted to resemble Venetian posts. Belov; this garden a gentle slope was graded to 
the Chinese Pagoda. Below the lower terrace to the west, are found an orchard, pidcing 
garden, and vegetable garden. Uphill and to the east of the house i s the bridc-walled 
Chinese Garden, Also on the grounds i s the boy and stork fountain designed by sculptor 
Frederick MacMonnies i n l885» Other buildings on the property include a superintendent's 
residence, a dairy bam, a large carriage house and garage with l i v i n g quarters upstairs, 
a small equipment storage building, and a small section of greenhouse. 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Stanford ^•/hite, architect of house 
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landscape architects STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Naunfceag estate is significant not only as the work of an outstanding architect 
and two great landscape architects, but also as the home of the renowned lawyer, 
statesman, and scholar, Joseph Hodges Choate, J. X , f . . . i . » \ j . , . -

Joseph Choate was born i n Salem, Massachtisetts i n 1832, He graduated from Harvard i n 
1852 and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in I855 and to the New York Bar a year 
later. In the comrse of his b r i l l i a n t legal career he argued cases i n local, state, 
and Federal courts, and many times i n the Supreme Court and international tribunes. 
Early i n his career Choate defended the interests of the Metropolitan and the Natural 
History Musetims. He was also prosecutor for the Committee of Seventy that ended the 
Tammany scandals and the Boss Tweed Ring. 

The Choate family began v i s i t i n g Stodcbridge i n l874f but i t was not u n t i l ten years 
later that Choate was able to persuade David Dudley Field, his opponent i n the Boss 
Tweed a f f a i r , to se l l him the "lower forty" on the west side of Prospect H i l l , There 
he engaged the New York firm of McKim, Mead and White, with Stanford White as designer 
and builder. He also secured the young sculptor Frederick MacMonnies to design several 
works for the estate. The estate was named "Na\iinkeag" which was the Indian name for 
Choate's birthplace, Salem, and meant "Haven of Peace." . 

Naujrkeag hosted many distinguished visitors, among them. President and Mrs, McKinley 
who visited there in 1897» Two years later McKinley appointed Choate as Ambassador 
to the Court of St, James, a post Choate held for six years. After he returned to the 
United States, he was appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt to head the American 
delegation to the Second International Peace Conference at the Hague, % . 

Choate always longed to retum to Naunfceag, however, where the superb Stockbridge setting 
indeed provided a "Haven of Peace," The basic plan of the gardens and grounds was de­
signed by Boston landscape architect Nathaniel Barrett whose design remained intact for 
forty years. After her parents' deaths, Mabel Choate continued to live at Naunfceag, and 
for the next t h i r t y years she and the distinguished landscape architect Fletcher Steele 
further developed the landscaping. Although they strove to maintain the aura of 
Naunfceag as the family had known i t , the two attempted to cl a r i f y the design and i n ­
corporate more modern ideas of composition. In 1959 Miss Choate insured the future 
preservation of her efforts when she bequeathed the estate to the Trustees of 
Reservations who continue to maintain i t and make i t available to the public. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property of Naunfceag on the east runs approximately 600 feet along Prospect Street. 
The northern boundary runs approximately 65O feet along private property lines. To the 
west the property parallels Church Street IOO-I5O feet from the road with the exception 
of three portions which extend out to the road. The southwest boundary runs along 
the Stodcbridge Cemetery approximately 620 feet, and on the southeast i t runs along 
private property 450 feet u n t i l i t joins Prospect Street. 
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South facade of Naumkeag, View toward Afternoon Garden 
and Frederick MacMonnies sculpture of Boy and Storic fountain. 
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Paul Guzzi 

"~ ^tai^f^c/l(t.\('^f^ . '/ft'jfcyt'ra/''{jcmniiiiicn 

40 beacon S^itrer:^ 

727-S^70 

11 August 1975 

I4r. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Reijister of Historic Places 
US Department of the Interior 
l8th and C Streets, m 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find tv/o National Register nomination forms and tv;o 
continuation sheets for the following properties: 

1. Ncv.'buryport: Bartlett Kali Historic Di s t r i c t 
2. (^ockbridge: Naujnkeag 
3. Brevjster: Old Higgins Farm Windmill (Continuation Sheet) 
4. Kedford: Charles Brooks House (Continuation Sheet) 

The Bartlett Kail Historic Di s t r i c t i s being submitted i n advance of 
a larger High Street D i s t r i c t . The Superior Covirt House i n the Bartlett 
fell D i s t r i c t i s currently i n need ox recognit.\on and ftaiding to insure 
i t s preservation. 

The continuation sheets for the Old Higgins Farm Windmill and Charles 
Brooks House contain corrections which should be incorporated into the 
forms. 

The Nev;buryport and Stockbridge properties have been voted eligible for 
submission by the I'^ssachusetts Historical Com.mission (the State Reviev; 
Board) and have been signed by the Stats Historic Preservation Officer, 
Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Com.mission 

PLW:jd 
EnclosureE 
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