


1 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECKONE y CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ."J n "UNALTERED ;. -"ORIGINAL SITE
XGOOD —RUINS —ALTERED toFon —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bigel ow Carpet Ml i slocated onlftiion Street inClinton. |t consists of a

conpl ex of six Interconnected buildings set on approxi mately nine and one hal f

acres of land. Building#5i sseparated fromthe others by School Street but can

be reached by el evated wal knays. A densley settled residential area lies to the?
Sri& of the mll, while amxed residential/comercial area faces it to the

O her mlIl buildings arelocated onits eastem edge, andopen space on

The m || was constructed over a seventy-five year period from 1847t01922. 1ts
original dinensions were 100' by 42'. This space was doubl ed ins 1850 and enl ar ged
agaln in1852with a 50 ell. Gher mll buildingswere constructed i n 1855 and
1857 and a dye house and reservoir i n 1860. By 1876 the. mill consisted of ten
distinct structureslinked i nahuge G This conplex which hadevolved as the mil|
expanded was consol idated i n the 1880's when i t began t o assune its present form

The bui | di ngs whi ch now conprise the m |l areall rectangular i nplan but varyi n
scale andnassing. Inheight they range fromtwo tofive stories andinarea from
24,267 t 0 145,500 square feet. Buildings #1,2, and 3,united by their brick con-
struction and |l arge ejgjanses of wndow; as wel | as such decorative notifs as but-
tresses andcorbelling, formthefocal point. All three are twostories in height
with round arched windows i nthe upper level. The other buildings, also constructed
of brick arenore functional indesign. Theinteriors of all six buildings,

consi sting of colums, beans, and flooring, arewood. "

Bui l ding #1, erected i n 1886, lis twostories inheight and contains 51,675 square
feet. A-central gable ona flat roof provides a small attic space. The south-east
el evation contains the nainentrance, which is setinawdearch. |tis flankedby
buttresses andsurmounted by a triple arched w ndow on t he second floor and an
el aborate stepped gable contalning a large segmental w ndow flunked by quarter round
w ndows |ighting theattic. Therearethree bays totheright of the entrance and
tw totheleft. Each contain segmental arched w ndows onthefirst floor, and round
V arched on t he second, separated vertically by buttresses 8 horizontally by recessed
panels. The corbelledcomce i strimedw th granite. Around 2 story tower i s
attached tothesouthemconer of the building. The tower and t he other el evations
continue nany of thedecorative notifs of the nmainelevation. The najor alteration
to this building i s thereplacement of its original sash.

Bui l ding #2was originally constructed i n 1855 then rebuilt in 1885 [|tis two
stories inheight andcontains 61,042 square feet. The ipper floor of this flat
roofed building islitbyapitched skylight. |t continues thedesign elenents of
Building #1 and i s accentuated by towers at its juncturewith Buildings #1 and #3.
The tower at the coner of Building#1is crenellatedandis three stories inheight.
The tower at theconer of Building#2i s also three stories high andis capped by
a hip roof between four coner piers. The upper floor islitbyround arched

w ndows and decorated with el aborate corbelled and recessed brick patterns. Aswith
Buil ding #1, theoriginal sash has been replaced.
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Building #3 wes constructed in 1857, and like #2, rebuilt in 1885 |tis also tw
Stories high but contains only 24,276 square feet. This buildi ngAFresents. a slight
variation to the decorative thene established by the other two. though it con-
tains the san@ nunber of stories, it isslightly taller and nuch narrower. I ts
buttresses are not broken at their md-point by a false head as are the others,

tendi n? to enphasize the verticality of this section. Verticality is further stressed
by rep acmg| the wide segnental w ndows onthe first floor with narrow el ongated

round arched openings which are presently bricked in. The other w ndows have had
their sash replaced.

Building # consists of two distinct sections, both very sinply designed. The
eastemportion, built in 1922, is five storieshigh and contains 57,500 square feet.
Its eleven bay sout hwestemelevationis connected to building #1 by an elevated

wal kway at the third story level. The southeastemelevationis simlarly connected
to building# at the fourthstory level. Fenestration consists of paired &6 sash
on the three up\oer floors and paired fixed 6 pane sections over 9 pane awni n?

w ndows onthe lower floors. All have granite sills and are set in segmentally arched
openi ngs. Si nFIe uninterrupted piers divide each bay. The westemportion, built

in 1903, isonly one story high and contains 40,700 square feet. This monitor roofed
section has the sane type of sash found on the [ower floors of the eastem section.
The w ndows are divided by sinple pierswth corbelled caps.

Building #5is by far the largest inthe conplex. |tisfive storieshigh and con-
tains atotal of 145 500 square feet. Itsnorthemand sout hemelevations contain
31 bays, while the eastemand west emelevations contain 7. Thethree sout hembays
of the westemelevations are blocked in. Fenestration consists of paired &9
doubl e hung sash on the fifth floor and paired 99 double hung sashwith a fixed six
pane section above onthe second, third, and fourth floors. VWndow openings onthe
first floor have been bl ocked in. Asws the case with building#4, the wndows have
granite sills and are set in segmantally arched openings. The bays are also divided
by uninterrupted piers with corbelled caps.

Bui I ding #6, which stands at the westemedge of the conplex, was built in 1876,
making It the ol dest remaining section which has not been extensively rebuilt. The
mai n st][ucture istw storieshighwth alow pitched gable roof containing 46,000
square feet.

Awooden one story gabled attic runs north-south along the ridge of the mainstructure.
This narrow additionbutts onto aflat roofed rectangul ar addition, also of wood, on

the southeast corner. Qnthe eastemhal f of the southemelevation the brickwork

of the main structureis carriedip to nask the wooden additions. Fenestration on

the additions consists of double hung &6 sash. Fenestration on the mainstructure

is 12/12 onthe second floor and & 8onthe first floor double hung sashwith granite

lintels set in segnentally arched openings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bigel ow Carpet "ill i ssignificant forits associations with Erastus B Bi gel ow,
a nechani cal fqeni us who hel ped torevolutionize thetextile industry i nArerica. | t
Is also significant as anintact group of buildings still used for an industrial

pui pose. N -

Bi gel ow (1814-1879) devel oFed a series of power |oons that brought mechanization t o
weavi ng operations so conplex that they had previously been relegated tohand |abor.
Hs stature i nthetextile industry i s denonstrated by thefact that of fiftypatents
he received inhislifetime, forty were obtainedfor Inprovenents i nloons. Anong

his nore notabl econtributions were power |oons for weaving coach-lace (1837), knotted
count erpanes (1838), ginghans (1845), andw re cloth (1857). D

Bi gel owwas best known, however, for hi s invention of thefirst nachines for weaving
carpets. Hebegan with thelLowel | Manufacturing Gonpany where he devel oped power

| oons for weaving in-grain carpeting by 1842. Starting i n1845 hetuned his attention
to the nass production of Brussels carpets, patenting thefirst power |oomfor this
purpose i n 1847, then patenting anachine for weaving tapestry Brussels carpetingin
1850. | naddition, between 1851 and 1857, he obtai nedsix patents for power |oons for
pile andcut pile carpeting.

During this period, i n 1849, Bigelowjoined with hisbrother Horatio i n thefirmof
HN and EB Bigel owt onanufacture Brussels carpeting onhis newy devel oped | oons.
For this purpose, they took over a small one story buildi n? that Horatio had builtin
1847 as areal estate investment. Wth theincreasing pertection of Erastus' machinery,
the conpany grew and prospered. Its capital hadrisen to $160,000 by 1854 when the
brothers incorporated as theBi gel ow Carpet Gonpany. By 1875 capital gains had reached
$hl 000, |O|OO During this period of financial expansion, the m |l was also expanding
physically

After Bigelow s death i n 1879, the conpan?/ continuedtogrowand prosper. The
corporate nmanagers who succeeded t he Bi gel ow brothers sought tocreate an architectur-
ally unified group of buildings tohouse the ml|l's activities. The conplex which
energed by the end of the 19th century enbodi ed nany of t he | atest devel opmentsi n
industrial architecture, including brick post and beamconstruction, |arge expanses of
wi ndows, andt he use of high Victorian detail.
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Beginning at the rear property line of Building #5 proceed wes:*"ly along the
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in a westeMrY direction to the side property line of Building #6; the boundary then
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then x~r-'SSotiy for 199.17 feet;it then turns &&s”e”y along the seS*ier*y side of

Preasant Bireei for B8d.09 feet t® tne [Aterseetion ofF FEPYIStreet; it then turns av
sBuSfeo™y down the w™r~"ly side of School Street; then ea*£fe’y along the side
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
NATIONAI . STATE LOCAL.2".

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
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The mi || was closed i n1932 during t he depression and for forty years was used

partially for warehouse purposes and partially left vacant. [Its conditionwas
deteriorating when the J* on Products @. (Nyjpro) began |ooking at thepossibility of
rehabilitating i tin theearly '70's. The 150,000 square feet of usable space | ooked
increasingly attractive tothemwhen their plans for a newnodemmanufacturing facility
proved t oo expensive. They purchasedthebuildings i n 1972 and have found that their
rehabilitation of thenain core has successfully net their requirenents.
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property line of Building #5 f or approxi mately 390 feet; then seS*"S*"y tothe
poi nt of begi nning.
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