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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a two and one-half story house with a two-story 
rear ell and a separate one-story kitchen. The main block 
of the house is rectangular (50 1 9 1/8" front X 30' 11") with 
a recessed, centrally placed rear loggia, and an extensive 
rear ell (15 1 1%" X 50 f 10 7/8"). The first floor walls of 
the main block are made of fine tabby or ormigon. The second 
floor in the main block and the first floor of the rear ell 
may be of this same material although coquina likely is used 
as well. All surfaces are plastered. The second floor of the 
ell is of frame construction with clapboarding on the south 
side and rear and a plastered wall on the north side. A 
cantilevered wooden frame balcony projects approximately 4V 
over Aviles Street, The central two-tiered, recessed rear 
loggia projects approximately 7' into., the garden. The main 
house has two tall brick chimneys, as does the ell, all 
visible portions of brick. Each chimney has evidently been 
raised from the original height since the midpoint of each, 
above roof level, has a brick molding. There are two doors 
opening from the main block of the house into Aviles Street, 
one in the north wall and one into the loggia. There are 
double doors upstairs to the balcony and to the rear porch. 
Each of the eight rooms of the ell (4 on each floor) has an 
outside door to loggia or porch. There are seven dormer window 
in the roof of the main house, three on the east, one each on 
north and south, and two on the west slope of the north ell. 
The roof is hipped and covered in asbestos shingles; remains of 
cypress shingles are visible in the attic under this roof. The 
building is painted a light buff color with dark brown trim. 
There are two stairways, one into the recessed loggia and the 
other aft the end of the ell porch. There are eight rooms in 
the main house, two powder rooms and two rooms in the half- 
story third floor; the ell has eight rooms. The floors on 
the first floor are tabby or ormig6n (with some cement used) 
and are wide boards on the second floor throughout. There is 
a fireplace in all but two small rooms. The woodwork is 
slightly decorative; the hardware includes H-L hinges and box 
locks. A rectangular (33' 11" X 14' 3") kitchen building 
with two rooms is located in the garden to the northwest of 
the house. It is of tabby and coquina, plastered. The frame­ 
work roof is exposed in the interior. There are front and rear 
doors to the larger, or kitchen, room. The smaller, or north, 
room has one door. Between the two is a large fireplace and 
a separate oven. The building is painted and roofed the same 
as is the main house. The ell, porches and front balcony were 
added after the original was built. This was probably in the 
first half of the 19th century. Otherwise, the house exists 
today virtually in its original condition. In 1939 the present 
owners purchased the property. Substantial repairs, principally 
to the porches and to the roof of the house and kitchen, were 
made but no structural changes were made then or since that
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7. DESCRIPTION -2-

date. The walls and oven of the kitchen are original and are 
as old or older than the main block of the house. The kitchen 
roof and rafters are recent additions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architectural Significance: The main block of the house 
was built between 1797, when Andres Xiroenez purchased the 
property, and 1802, when he made his first will, mentioning 
the house. The kitchen may predate the house. "A home 
somewhat representative of the era (i.e. the Second Spanish 
occupation, 1783-1821), is the town house long associated with 
the Fatio family...it plainly shows the influence of Spaniard, 
Englishman and American, as well as a growing family which 
caused rather drastic enlargement," (i.e. the added ell). 
The Fatio house mentioned here is now designated as the 
Ximenez-Fatio House, adding the sir name of the first owner, 
Andres Ximenez. Doors, floor plan, stairway and roof are all 
characteristic of the English-Spanish architecture of the 18th 
and 19th centuries in St. Augustine. Two years prior to the 
time that the house was purchased by the present owners (1939), 
the Carnegie Restoration Committee recognized the architectura] 
significance of the-house. It was mentioned in the press 
reports of the Committee's work; only seven structures in 
St. Augustine were similarly recognized for their "antiquity."

Commercial Significance: Andres Ximenez kept a general 
stoVe in this house and/or its out-buildings; he also sold 
liquor, had a billiard table for public use and operated a 
"lottery" card game (known today as lotto or bingo). These 
activities are delineated in the inventory of Ximenez's 
property upon his death in 1806; by licenses issued for the 
operation of his business; and by the record of receipts of 
waterborne cargo. The property was later owned and operated
as a "genteel" boarding house by Miss Louisa Fatio."
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The Houses of St. Augustine^ l£65-l821, Albert Manucy, St. Augustine, 
St. Augustine Historical Society, 1962. p. 13.

No. 26 below shows the exact location of the Ximenez-Fatio House
(formerly the Fatio House) on the corner of Aviles and Cadiz 
Streets, northwest corner.

MAP INSET

3. COLONIAL BUILDINGS 
IN ST. AUGUSTINE

Castillo cle San Marcos
City Gate
14 St. George (Schoolhouse)
44 St. George (Arrivas)
37 St. George (Avero)
52 St. George (Avero-Watkins)
43 St. George (Spanish Inn)
54 St. George (Paredes)
42 Spanish (Triay)
65 St. George (Benet)
62 Spanish (Fornells)
105 St. George (Burt)
42 Bay (ruin) (Vedder)
57 Treasury (Montgomery)
143 St. George (Treasurer's
House)
101 Charlotte (Snow) 
46 Bay (Drysdale) — recon­ 
struction
Cathedral of St. Augustine 
Governor's House — recon­ 
struction 
Market — 1824 
Trinity Episcopal Church •— 
1825
214 St. George (Lindsley) 
224 St. George (McMillan) 
12 Aviles (Public Library) 
16 Marine (Worth) — recon­ 
structed at "X"
20 Aviles (Fatio) s^——— 
20 Charlotte (Hahn) 
32 AViles (O'Reilly) 
36 Aviles (Toledo) 
46 Bridge (Canova) 
250 St. George (Murat) 
43 Marine (Sanchez) 
53 Marine (Mann) •/
56 Marine (Jones) _)7 r. rpc j
279 St. George (Dumn;e«Y ^LUJ
31 St. Francis (LlambiSs^7
20 St. Francis (Tovar)|Ci ^ ^ 1973
14 St. Francis (OldestlMopse) r^fir^M/^L
St. Francis Barracks \ ^\ ^^L^-rcQ
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