5/\/\

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior vio 2
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places MV - 61997
Registration Form

< 1PARK s:"
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1. Name of Property
historic name  Josephine M. Hagerty House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 357 Atlantic Avenue N/A not for publication
city or town Cohasset N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk code 021 zip code 02025

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Ffegister of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
IKjneets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally ¢ statewide aiocally. (+ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

iigjiature of certifying official/Title jiMUiih B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
AMglssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property *+ meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. Naiional Park Service Certification
I, her”y certify that this property is: of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Hagerty House Norfolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local _ district .
- : . ildin
_ public-State _ site ! 0 buildings
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
_ object
structures
_ Objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

Enter categories from instructions . . .
( g ) (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE
walls WOOD

International Style

roof ASPHALT
other METAL

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Hagerty House
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_A

XC

Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive charaoteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_A

G

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1938 - 1946

Significant Dates
1938

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Gropius. Walter

Breuer. Marcel

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Hagerty House Norfolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 33,600 square feet (""ss than one acre)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 351260 4679850 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 4,

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
David H. Wadsworth, Cohasset Historical Commission with Lisa Mausolf, NR Edit. Consultant and
nameftitte  Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC

organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission date April 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Dr. Richard King Anderson
street & number 357 Atlantic Avenue telephone (617) 383-6276

city or town Cohasset state MA zip code 02025

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Condructed in 1938, the Hagerty House is an oceanfront Internationa Style residence designed by
Walter Gropius, inassociation with Marcel Breuer. Theflat-roofed, three level building combines sted
and wood frame congtruction. Displaying acharacteridtic lack of ornamentation, the houseis shegthed in
vertical board siding which has dways been painted white, contrasting with rubble sonetaken from the
dte and ged columns and railings. Roughly L-shaped in plan, the house conggs of amain longitudina
section extending in anorth-south orientation and punctuated by large, floor-to-ceiling plate glass
windows and bands of windows designed to maximize viewsof the Atlantic Oceen and partially
ugpended on lally columnsto alow for the high tides. Projecting to the west is an additiona three story
box containing the main entry with atwo car garagein the basament. Extending toward the ocean from
the east end of the longitudina section isatwo story sun deck. Cantilevered overhangs and dair treeds,
projecting decks, stone chimneys and the sugpenson of part of the houseon lally columns lend dramato
the box-like design. The house is sethack approximately 250 feet from Atlantic Avenue and the view
from the road is largely obscured by evergreen trees. Therear of the property isjust twenty feet from the
oceen. The property isinexcdlent condition and dterations to the structure have for the most part been
limited to the replacement of deteriorated materids, accderated by the oceanfront Site.

Facing the road, the west elevation of the house is punctuated by minimal and unbaanced fenestration.
The projecting section to the north displays awide, horizontal board, garage door. The adjacent front
entrance is marked by acantilevered overhang shdtering the single pane door. A large single pane
transom is located over the door with asingle panewindow rising the height of the door, to the right of
the opening. The large single gep in front of the door is congructed of rubble. Tothe left of the
entryway and above, a the first floor level, isanarrow, vertical window located approximately &t the
center of this projecting section. The sscond floor levd is punctuated by aribbon window of three
sections, with an individual, slightly longer casement window to the right.

At the point where the two building volumes meet there isarough cut sone chimney with terra cotta
cap, extending dightly ebove the level of the flat roof The longitudina section to the south is open
beneeth the first floor level, sugpended above a concrete terrace by lally columns. Onthe first floor level
there isalarge single panewindow with anarrow vertical casament window located immediately
adjacent to the chimney. The second floor leve islit by aribbon window of five sections. The
remainder of the west facade iswithout window openings.

The narrow south end of the building isdevoid of windows. A mortared donewall extendsto the top of
the first floor level, serving as afoundation for the second floor and the deck that extends beyond the
house. An exterior sone chimney projects from the south wall, extending dightly ebove theroofline.

On the ground floor patio level, the chimney accommodates a sonefirepl acewith afirebackand opening
congtructed of yellow brick.

(continued)
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The long eest elevation of the house, facing the oceen, is characterized by an extensve use of glass. As
hes bean described previoudy, the northern end of the house rests on arubble foundation, while the
southern end is open under the first floor and sugpended on lally columns. Projecting from the south end
of the housetoward the ocean isatwo story sun deck at the first and second floor levels. The upper deck
conggs of an open sun deck having atwo tier piperailing and an devated pipe frame structure which
appears to have been designed to accommodate an awning or canopy. Thewood roof deck covering of
the second floor actsas the ceiling for the first floor deck beow which features identical railings. The
first floor deck was a one timeendosed by screens The entire deck structure is supported by a gdone
wall and lally columns. An exterior Saircase congructed of rounded, welded and galvanized sted pipes
with cypress treads extends to the west from the first floor deck to the concrete patio below.

A continuous series of full height single pane glasswindows and a glass door punctuate the south section
of the first floor, corresponding to the location of the living room over the open ground floor level. To
the right there are two tri-part windows consisting of central fixed glassflankedby two casament sashes
The sacond floor of this elevation has four large tri-part windows, unevenly speced but corresponding to
the placement of the first floor openings and the two second floor bathrooms. A glass door and adjacent
plate glasswindow open onto the second floor sundeck. Rising from the flat roof are two shed roofed
clerestory dormers lit by horizontal glasswindows and providing light to the two bathrooms.

The narrow north end of the house displaystwo levels of fenestration over amortared sone basament
level. The sarvice entry ismarked by a cantilevered roof like that on the main entry and shdters asingle
pane glass door with asmall glasstransom. The gairs are constructed of precast concrete dabswhich
cantilever from the gonewall. A tri-part window is located adjacent to the entry on the first floor while
the second floor above iswindow less. To the right on the first and second floorsare longer tri-part
windows, in perfect alignment.

Alterationsto Original Appearance

Photographs of the property appearing in Architectural Forum in 1940 as well as severd contemporary
architectural books provide excdlent coverage of exterior and interior features as well as plans. The
mog visible exterior aterations to the building reate to the replacement of windows. Asdescribed inan
article published by John Hagerty in 1949, the harsh redlitiesof the New England climate necesstated
various changesto the housejust ten years after itscongruction. By the end of the first year more than
half of the original meta windows were no longer operable due to rust. After yearsof water damegeall
the original windows andflashingswere removed in the late 1940s replaced with double hung wooden
saah. At the same time, the dliding glass door which led from the porchto the living room was removed
and replaced by a conventiona glass and wooden door. The sone walls on the property were originaly
laid with alime mortar which quickly washed out, loosening gonesfrom the walls and the chimneys.
The stonework was repointed with asdt redstant cement. The origina specially designed exterior

(continued)
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lighting fixtures dso were unable to sand up to dements and were replaced with marine bronze ship
lights a the same time.

In the 1960s, during the ownership of the Harkness family, the upper deck a the northwest comer of the
house was enclosed for an additional bedroom. Asoriginally designed, the housewalls endosed the
deck, which was open to the sky. During the 1960s dterations, the long rectangular cut-out in the facade
a thislevel, balancing the ribbon window on the second floor facade to the eest, was filled with
continuous windows. On the adjacent north e evation, the formerly blank wall on the second floor saw
the addition of asingletri-part window.

Severe winter gorms in 1978 and 1992 causad condderable damege to the property and mogt of the
windows on the building were replaced again in 1992. In generd, the dterationsto the windows have
followed asclosdly aspossblethe original design and use of goace On the facade (west elevation), the
original ribbon windows on the second floor were replaced by individua ssghes fitting the same goace
Wheress the original windows were amixture of fixedpane and casement openings on the ends, the
replacements are individual hinged windows, closaly spaced. Theliving room picture windows facing
the ocean originally consgsted of floor-to-ceiling glass panes intergpersed with two sets two tier casement
windows. Thewall now condds of plate glass units, lacking casament companions, but occupying the
samebadc area. The remaining windows on the elevation contain tri-part windowswith centrd plate
glassflanked by casaments, which gppear to bevirtually identical to those originally on the structure,
The long casament window adjacent to the front entry hes recently been replaced and isnow somewhat
longer than the original unit. Thewindow adjacent to the service entrance was expanded from a single
casamantt to the present tripart unit. Window and door openings punctuating the stone basamant level
have been goned in. Doorsto the housewhich originaly gppeer to have been solid wood or metal, have
been replaced with doorswith large single panesof glass

Additional aterationsto the property completed in 1992 include the replacement of the original vertica
board siding with new wooden siding, the replacement of the exterior Saircase leading to the deck and
the lally columns supporting the upper level. The freestanding sone wall to the northeest of the house
wes toppled in the storm and was rebuilt using the samegones. In all cases materids have only been
replaced when necessitated by deterioration and construction hes been carefully guided to preserve the
gtructure's integrity of design and replicate detailing whenever possible.

Interior Description

On the inddeof the structure. International Styleidedls are expressed in the smplicity of detailing and
the open floor plan. The main daircase condds of smple oak treeds which cantilever out from sdewdls
sheathed in natural vertical board sheathing and are supported on the other Sde by avertically
continuous grill-like railing truss. Originally, afresco of &. Francis of Assisd, painted by Alfonso
Ossorio, was originally located in the stairwell.  John Hagerty became acquainted with the artist when

(continued)
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Hagerty was a dudent at the Harvard School of Design. Ossorio's murd was painted over by subssquent
owners and there is no longer any trace of the painting. The 15 x 40 foot living room is dominated by a
gonewall andfireplaceon the south wall. Photographs indicate that a freestanding cabinet was
originally mounted onto the northwall athough thisisno longer extant. Tothe north of the living room,
the adjacent gdley style kitchen has recently been expanded and modernized. Thewallswhich
originally separated the pantry, kitchen and maid's room (to the south) have been removed, resultingin a
larger kitchen and eat-in area. The original diding walls, desgned to dose the entries to the study and
first floor bathroom, are still operational. A built-in wood and chrome pipe bookshelf designed by
Marcel Breuer, linesthe southern wall of the study. Other original furnishings include severd bent cane
and chrome Breuer chairs. Thefloorsare primarily shesthed in osk flooring.

Upgtairs, the bedrooms were originally arranged in auniform line of five cubicles measuring roughly 9 x
12 feet, interrupted by two bathrooms and all opening onto amain corridor running the length of the
longitudinal section of the house. The present owner has removed the partition between the
southernmogt two bedrooms, cregting alarger bedroom, opening onto the second floor deck. At the
northwest comer of the house, the former deck was enclosad in the 1960s, creating an additional
bedroom. All of the bedrooms are painted an identica off-white now athough originally each one hed
onevividly colored westem wall (red, blue, yellow or green) againg which the bed was s, with the
remaining three walls painted white. The hollow core doors feature original chrome and porcelain door
knobs and are capped by metd louver transoms. Built-in cabinets are located in the dosets, desgned to
obviate the need for dressersin the rooms and reducing the fumishingsin each room to abed and a desk.
Thetwo white-tiled, second story bathrooms are lit by individual upper clerestory windows with a meta
radiator mounted on the eest wall, ebove the tub/shower. The bathroomfixturesgppear basicaly

unchanged from their original gopearance.

The basement level of the house features rough sonewalls and a concrete floor and originally was
subdivided into goacesfor agarage, laundry, dressing room/bathroom and furnaceroom. The walls
separating the garage and laundry and the laundry and dressing room have been removed to provide
larger and more eedily-heated goaces.

Site Description

The property consgs of a33,600 squarefeet shordand ot located between Atlantic Avenue and the
oceen on arounded upland promontory known as Kimball's Point. The topography of the land dopes
gently northeast from ahigh point & Atlantic Avenue to the northem boundary a the ocean'sedge. The
houseisa alower atitudethan the Street and is located neer the low end of the property. Granite ledges
form much of the shoreline in the vicinity but an indentation in the line of ledgesforms asmall beach
between the Hagerty House and the water's edge.

(continued)
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The houseis sethack about 250 feet from Atlantic Avenue and is largely obscured from the street by low
evergreen trees. A grave driveway extendsto the house, terminating a atwo car garage benegth the
northem section of the house. The areabetween the street and the house consgts of adoping lawvn area
with an uneven surface marked by low outcrops of granite. Extending from the southwest corner of the
front projecting section of the houseisarubblewall, original to the house and approximately seven feet
high. Thewall encloses a square shgped front garden area, terminating & the southwest comer of the
longitudina section. Plantings within the front garden include rosa mgosas, hydrangea and forsythiaas
well as asmall grassy area The lower terrace wall within the garden areagppearsfrom original
phaotographs to be alater addition.

Beyond the concrete patio, the land dopes downward toward the ocean, becoming asmall sony beech
behind the house. Congtructed just twenty feet from the ocean, the rear dlevation of the houseis
unusudly low in dtitude for abeachfront property and in comparison with the adjacent beachfront
properties and is a the level of the gently doping small beach. During severe oceen torms the ocean
floods into the concrete terrace benegth the longitudina section of the housewhich is supported by piers.

Theyard and beech are separated by alow concrete sea wall ranning approximately parallel to the
water's edge. Photographs taken of the housejust after constmction indicate that thiswas originally a
mortared sonewall athough a photograph gppearing ina 1940 publication indicates that by thistimethe
gonewall had dready been replaced by the present concrete wall. A narrow freestanding sonewall
approximately seven feet high is located to the north of the house, serving as a shidd protecting the
sarvice entry from wind and seespray. Toppled by the 1992 storm, this sonewall has been rebuilt and
buttressed.  Today, just as when the housewas built, awooden "tockade fence separates the house from
its northwest adjacent neighbor a 365 Atlantic Avenue. Scmb growth and rocks mark the southern

boundary of the property.
Archaeologica Description

Although no prehistoric Stes have bean recorded on the nominated property, it is possble that Stes ae
present. Three dtes have been recorded in the generd area (within one mile) and additiona dtes are
expected because of the property's favorable locationa criteria for prehigtoric  settlement/subsstence
activities. The house occupies high ground on a seecoedt lot. Mogt of the shordine is granite ledge with
nearby beech arees. Land surfaces range from nearly leve to excessvely doped. Soils are shdlow but
excessvely drained containing exposad bedrock. Prehigtoric Sitesin the areamay be limited to amdler type
dtes assodated with resource extraction activities which probably focus on fishing and marine gethering
activities. Given the above information, the potentid for prehistoric resourcesin the arealis high, however,
because of the samdll lot Sze (lessthan 1 acre), congmiction of the existing house and two earlier hotds, one

(continued)
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of which may aso have been on this lot, the potentia for significant prehistoric survivas on the property is
a bet moderate.  Historic period landuse of this areahes undoubtedly impacted any prehistoric resources
which may have been present.

There isahigh potentia for historic archaeologica resources on the property. Two mid to late 19th century
shoreside hotds, both known as the Feasant Beach House, were located inthe Kimballs Point area. The
earlier hotel was located near the northwest edge of the point and was desroyed by fire in 1881. The
ssoond hotdl was located to the eet of the first neer the Ste of the Gropius House and was dso dameged by
firein 1909 and later demolished. Stmcturd remains from the second hotel may survive on the nominated
property. The remains of outbuildings or other rdated facilitiesassodated with both hotds many d<o
aurvive near the house Occupationd rdated features (trash aress, privies, wells) rdated to both hatds mey
d90 be preat inthe area

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Congmcted in 1938, the Josgphine Hagerty House is an excdlent example of Intemational Style
architecture, desgned by architect Walter Gropius, in association with Marcel Breuer. The smcture is
one of the first four dwellings designed by Gropius and Breuer, following their arrival in the United
Saesin 1937, introducing the Bauhaugintemationd Styleto America. The house which Gropius
designed for Josgphine Hagerty in 1938 isthe first of Gropius Intemationa Style housesbuilt outside of
the town of Lincoln and was the first in the United States he desgned working on acommission. Itisthe
second Gropius-designed house constmcted in this country, only his own houseinLincoln isearlier. In
keeping with the Intemational Style, the Hagerty House is characterized by aplain geometric form and
simplicity of detail. Unnecessary detail and adomments are omitted and functionality and views of the
coadtline are dressed. With its use of native sonefor foundations and walls and wood-shesthed exterior,
the Hagerty House is ds0 a unique adaptation of the Intemational Style to the rockbound coast of New
England. The Hagerty House medts National Regigter Criterion Cin the areaof Architecture, on the
locdl level.

In 1937 Wadlter Gropius cameto the United States to acogpt aposition teaching a Harvard's Schoal of
Design. Itwas therethat John Hagerty, son of Josephine Hagerty, took courses taught by the architect.
John Hagerty subsequently suggested having Gropius desgn his mother's new summer homein
Cohasst. Josephine Hagerty purchasad the former Kincaide property in Cohasse for the purpose of
building the house, and the building ste was gpproved by the architect himself During the congtruction
of the house John Hagerty served as clerk-of-the-works, dealing with the architect. The Hagerty House
took ayear to complete. There were numerous delays during the work, goparently due to differences of
opinion between the architect, the clerk-of-the-works (John Hagerty) and the contractors doing the work

(continued)
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(their identities are not known). The housefirst gppearsin Cohassat Assesors Tax Commitment books
in 1939 and in Architectural Fomm in 1940. Following the completion of the new house, Josephine, her
three adult sonsand amaid occupied the housefor afew summers until their house on West Cedar Stret
in Boston's Beacon Hill was rented and the Gropius-designed house became ayear-round home for the
family. During the late 19th and early 20th century numerous weslthy Boston familiesbuilt large
aummer houses d ong Cohasset's shordline roads. Although the heyday of Cohasset's summer colony
hed been partidly curtailed by World War | and the Great Depression, houses of substancewere still
being built when the Hagertys acquired this building site.

The introduction of such aradical departure from Cohassat's more traditional New England architecture
apparently met with little acclaimfi-omlocal resdents. Itis sad that the owners of the neighboring
houseto the west sold their property shortly after the Hagerty housewas completed. John Hagerty wrote
that friends said that the house "looked like the ladies wing a Alcatraz or afruit cratethat had washed
up onthe beach. But it was our pride andjoy and we loved it dearly." Initsearly days the housswas a
popular destination point for field trips by students from the Harvard School of Design and the Rhode
Idand School of Design.

Despite all good intentions, however, living in the houseinitially proved difficult and costly. In an
article gppearing inInterior Desgn and Decoration in August 1949, John Hagerty details the original
design intent of the house as well as the trials and tribulations his family experienced living in a
"functional" housewhich was not well-suited for the New England climate. He writes. "The house was
to be focused like a cameratoward the magnificent expanse of oceen with its granite ledges. Blank walls
would cut out the view of neighboring houses, and the Eadt sde, facing the sea, wasto be all
windows...the main body of the housewould be devated to alow for the hightides that rolled up in the
Autumn. Itwould gand on Lally columns, and subgtantial gonewalls, all planned to offer little
resstanceto ahead-on atack of the s|a" But when the ribbon window frameswere installed, " | carried
over achair and put it in what eventualy would be the study. | discovered, to my greet surprise, that
when | st down the window sills were s high from the floor that al the view was completely
obliterated. The height of the kitchen sink determined the height of the windows on the first floor, not
only in the kitchen and pantry, but in the study, maid's room, bathroom and the only south window of
the living room. The view was nonchaantly sacrificed to design o that the band of windows would run
around the houseinarigid ribbon, all the sameheight from thefloor... Thiswas my first run-in with
"fiinctionalism"." Hagerty writesthat "the architect” (Water Gropius) was "joined by an associate”
(Marcel Breuer) who was captivated by the new materids available in America, such as the terra cotta
pipe he wanted to use for chimneys and the cylindrical beauty of pipes and radiators which he strung by
the yard infront of the large living room windows that faced the sea

Hagerty's loudest criticisms were directed a the architects inability to acoommodate the wind and
westher-rdated problems inherent in the site. In short, “the beautifully proportioned arrangement of

(continued)



NPS Form10-90(Ka ° " ApprovalNo. 1024-O0OW
(8461

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Hagerty House
Cohasset (Norfolk County)
Section number _S Page 3 M assachusetts

cubes' legked like adeve and the family lived in mortal terror of rains and winter gsorms. By the end of
the first year more than half of the large, metal windows had rusted shut. Because Gropius inssted that
thefl ashingsover the window frames be cut back o they wouldn't show, water lesked into the house
"Rain ran through the partitions, and flowed from the lightfixturesin the ceilings and the outlets in the
walls', short-circuiting the electrical sysgem and ruining plagter throughout the house. Asaresult of an
incorrect specification for the mortar used on the stonework, the lime mortar dissolved, leaving pyramids
of white powder on the living room and loosening goneson the walls and chimneys. "Rivulets of a
nesty brown color trickled from the msting metal frames and ran their irregular course over the white
siding”. Y et, because "the housewas the first of itskind" and alandmark for sghtseers, sudents and
architects, the family continued to maintain the house, as designed, each spring calling in painters and
plagterersto repair the previous season'sdamages. After living in the housefor adecede, the family
finally set about correcting as many of the problems as possible. "At onethird the original cost of the
house, wetore out all thefl ashingsand the windows, replacing those with old fashioned, double hung
wooden ones'. Stone wallswere repointed with a sdt resstant cement. Hagerty concluded his criticism
noting that "some critics have shuddered a the change, and | must confess we have lost the wiry,
electric, about-to-take-off charm that our European beeuty had. However, in her place, wehave a
weather-proof, ship-shape naturaized American home." Gropius reportedly never sooke to the Hagerty
family again.

Despite changesto the house necesdtated by the effects of its coadtd |ocation, the Hagerty House
remains an excellent example of Intemational Style architecture. Subsegquent changes to the windows,
dthough not replicating the original meta units, have restored much of the original desgn intent and the
housg'sairy quaity. The house exhibits the three major distinguishing aesthetic principlesof the
Intemational style: a senseof volume as opposed to solidity; regularity as opposed to symmetry; and
detail achieved through intrinsic degance of materials, technical perfection, and fine proportions as
opposad to gpplied ornament (Hitchcock and Johnson: 13). The sstmcture embodies key dements of the
Intemational Style including alack of omamentation and flat roof; ribbon windows and floor-to-ceiling
plate glasswindows contragt with large, blank expansesof exterior wall. The non-supporting nature of
the walls, made possible by the structural sed skeleton, are highlighted by cantilevered projections and
decks. The beauty of industrid design is highlighted by the extensive use of piping for railings, the
congtructive simplicity of the interior stairwell and built-in bookcases. The house is a showcasefor mess
produced yet aesthetically pleasing hardware and an equd interest in the arts, epitomized by the
inclusion of the Ossorio mura. Initsuse of native gone for foundations and walls, the Hagerty House is
adso aunique adaptation of the Intemational Styleto the rockbound coast of New England. The desired
smooth wall surface is achieved through the use of vertical wood sheething, more in kegping with New
England traditions than the more prevaent succoed surfaces initially favored by Intemationa Style
desgnears. There isan emphads on openness to the outdoors and an integration with the landscegpe
through decks, terraces and gardens. Taken together with the three houses they designed inLincolnin

(continued)



NPS Form 107900" ApprovalNo. 1<a*-410U

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Hagerty House
Cohasset (Norfolk County)
Section number « Pager” M assachusetts

1938 and 1939, the Hagerty House helps define Gropius and Breuer's regiona expresson of the
Intemational Style oncethey arrived in America and serve as prototypes for subssquent American
resdentia designs.

Josephine Curry Hagerty (1878-1950) was a graduate of Radcliffe College. Her husband, John, had been
assodiated with Harvard School of Design and was a Harvard graduate. Like her decesssd husband,
Josephine Hagerty enjoyed an gppreciation of nature and of art and was a collector of paintings. The
choice of Gropius as architect and the modemist painter Ossorio to paint the sairway mura is indicative
of her interest in"avant garde’ art. Josgphine continued to live in the houseuntil her desth in 1950.
Josephine and John Hagerty were the parents of three sons, John, Robert and Frances Willard. John
Hagerty, executor of Josephings estate, sold the property to Vincent and Margaret Roberts in 1951. He
subsquently died in 1958. FrancesWillard Hagerty married Mary Frances Connolly in the 1940s and
when their sons were toddlers, moved out of the Gropius House and into the larger and more
conventional adjacent house, dso owned by Josgphine Hagerty, who conveyed it in that year to Francis
and Mary Frances. Francis died in 1977; hiswife continues to live a 355 Atlantic Avenue. A long-time
and well-known Cohasset resident, Francis Hagerty was the owner of the Hagerty Company,
manufacturers of bonded plywood rowing shdlls before World Wer |1 and later, racing doops.

Bom in Berlin, Germany in 1883, Walter Gropius was an intemationally known architect by the timehe
joined Harvard's faculty in 1937. After sudying architecture in Germany, Gropius initially worked in
the office of Pater Behrensfrom 1907 to 1910. Maintaining aprivate practice for severd years, Gropius
becamewell knownfor his FegusFactory & Alfeld (1911). Revolutionary for itstime, the Factory
incorporated various dementsthat were to eventudly define the Intemational Style, including the use of
glasscurtain walls, unrdieved cubic blocks and comerswhich were free of visible supports. During
World War |, Gropius served as an officer in the German army. In 1919, Gropius was responsible for
merging the state's acadamies of art and applied at & Weimar into a single ingtitution known as the
"Bauhaus' (House of Building) and sarved as director from 1919-1925 a Weimar and from 1925-1928
a Dessau. During Gropius tenure, the emphassof Bauhaustraining shifted from craft to industrial
design. Gropius design for the new schoal building a Dessau (1925) isalandmark in the fusion of
architecture and industrial design, epitomizing the creetion of apurely functional smcture, without
unnecessary adomment or elaboration. With himself and the Bauhaus I nstitute under increasing attack
from the Nazi regime in Germany for their non-conformist idess, Gropius left Germany for England in
1928. He practiced with architect Maxwell Fry after 1934 but desgned little of distinction before heleft
England to teach a Harvard in 1937. Gropius and his Bauhaus colleague Marcel Breuer accepted
teaching poditions a Harvard a the invitation of Dean Josgph Hudnut and amost immediately began to
revolutionize architecture in this country as chief pioneers of the Intemational Style. Gropiusteamed up
with Breuer on a number of architectura designs between late 1937 and 1941. The earliest of thesewere
four housesin Massachusettsin 1938 and 1939, including both Gropius and Breuer's own resdences

(continued)
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and that of their neighbor JamesFord in Lincoln and the Hagerty House (the first three were listed to the
National Register in 1988 as part of the Woods End Road Historic District). Gropius sarved as the
chairman of the Department of Architecture & Harvard from 1938-1952. 1n 1945 he was a founding
partner of The Architect'sCollaborative (TAC) in Cambridge, with which he was actively involved until
his death in 1969.

Marcel Breuer was bom in Hungary in 1902 and cameto sudy a the Bauhausin 1920. After his
graduation in 1924, he sarved as the Magter of the Bauhaus carpentry shop from 1924-1928 and is
perhaps best known for his experiments in the design of tubular ged furniture. Breuer moved to London
in 1935, where he briefly partnered with architect F.R.S. Yorke. Breuer emigrated to the United States
after receiving Hudnut's invitation to teech a Harvard in 1937. He continued to teach a Harvard until
1946 a which time he moved his architectura practice, known as Marcel Breuer and Associates, to New
York City. Breuer retired in 1976 and died in 1981.

During the mid to late 19th century this oceanfront land belonged to the Kimball family and was the site
of two hotels, both of which were known as the Plessant Beach House. The first hotel was located neer
the northwest edge of the point and was destroyed by fire in 1881. After the fire a ssoond hotdl was
condructed further eest near the Sde of the Hagerty House. 1t was severdy dameged by fire in 1909 and
later demolished. Kimball's Point was subsequently subdivided into large house lots. The eesternmost
shoreside property was purchasad by Henry L. Kincaide, a Quincy, Massachusdits furniture sore owner
who gpparently built the adjacent succoed Craftsman-Spanish eclectic style house a 355 Atlantic
Avenue.

In 1937 the trustees of the estate of Henry Kincaide sold a 175 acrelot of land to Josgphine M. Hagerty,
including the early 20th century resdence. The 175 acre parcd was subsequently subdivided by the
Hagerty family in 1946 to its present configuration with the older house located on the dlightly larger
section and the newer Gropius-designed house occupying the smdler northem section containing 33,600
uarefeet. John Hagerty, executor of his mother's esate, sold the house, including fumishings, to
Vincent and Margaret Roberts in 1951. During their brief ownership, the Roberts gpparently discarded
the fumishings; the few Breuer chairs which remain in the housetoday were among the objects rescued
by the Hagerty family. The property was purchasad by Arthur and Elizabeth Klonower in 1952 who
subsequently sold it to Morris and Bette Leff in 1959. Robert and Sareh Harkness acquired the property
in 1960 and sold it to the present owner, Richard King Anderson, in 1971.

Archaeologicd Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Cohasset are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be
sgnificant. Prenigtoric dtesin thisareamay offer the potentia toftirtherdocument the extent and effects of
Native settlement in the Bogton Harbor/Boston Bay locae and the relationships and/or differences betwean

(continued)
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thet areaand coagtd Native settlement to the south in the North River and Plymouth Harbor locale.

Potentia prehistoric sites on the nominated property can contribute to agreater understanding towardsthe
effects of sea levd rise on Native ssttlement and subbsigtience through time. Possible quarry Stesin this area
ds0 indicates the potentia for technologica sudies during the prehistoric period.

Higtoric archaeologica remains described above have the potentid to fiirther document pattems of 19%th and

early 20th century recregtiond landuse which charecterized the Kimbals Point and Cohesst locale.

Archaeologica survey and testing can locate surviving components of the first and sscond Flessant Beech

Houses and ther rdated facilities. Thisinformation can be ussd to document the layout of 19th century

shoreside hotdls and the activities which occurred around them. Detailed andlysis of occupationd rdated
features associated with the hotds can provide socid, cultural, and economic information on individuas
who frequented the hotels. Intotal, the ebove information can document the extent to which the Pleesant

Beach Houses were characterigtic of mid to late 19th century recregtiond trends which characterized New

England coagtd locdes. This information may aso contribute deata on the extent to which the Pleesant

Beach Houses laid the badsfor 20th century coagtd devel opment which included the Gropius House.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description:

The nominated property occupiesMap 22, Lot 23 inthe local tax assessors records (see endosed copies
of tax maps).

Boundary Justification:
The boundary of the nominated property is drawn to include that acreege which survives from the
origina parcd and whichiséligiblefor listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The property

was formerly an integral part of a 175 acrelot which included the adjacent property a 355 Atlantic
Avenue. The parcd was subdivided to its present configuration by the Hagerty Family in 1946.

(end)
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