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The Whittier Homestead i s a 17th century hour,e |ocated of f Route 110,
amle from Route 495f and four mles east of Haverhill. The Honestead
stands with an adjacent ham on a farm of nearly fifty acres.

The house was built i n1688 by Thonas Wh*tier, the first of the line

in Arerica, and great-great grandfather of the poet John Geenleaf Wittier,
It isatw-story clapboard building with a gable roof and characteristic
bride central chimey. O the west end of the house i s a small, narrow,
one-story shingled ell which originally contained a wood shed and privy,
bTit now has been converted t oakitchen, bath, and storage area. The
mai n entrance t othe house i s onthe south side, and there aretwo ot her
entries which open into the kitchen. 1 n 1902 the roof and upper stoiy

of the house were badly danmaged by fire, but restoration was Tu dertaken

I mredi ately, and nuch of the original fabric was retained. Thethree-
bay arrangenent on the second story was not a result of this restoration
since a photograph and a lithographof thelate nineteenth century indi-
cate that even before the file there were only three windows on t he
second-story facade. 1 nl19™ a two-story ell was added t ot herear of
the main building to increase the accommodations for the caretaker and
famly who al so use t hesecond floor of the nmain house.

The front entrance of the house leads toa small hall, on either side

of which are the twofront roonms. Qe of these roons was used from tine
to timas a "horning room and was the roomi n which John G eenl eaf
Wiittier was born. There i s also asmall "nother's room which is slightly
el evated t o accoomodate a boul der toolarge tonove, and there i s a pantry
with a wooden sink. Nearly all of the northern side of the house i soc-
cupied by the kitchen which i s twenty-six feet long by sixteen feet wde
and contains thelarge bride fireplace which was nentioned i n Wittier's
poem " Snow Bound." Two snaller fireplaces arelocated i nthe two front

r 0ONs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1688t he pioneer Thonas Whittier acquired |48 acres of

farmand i n a pleasant valley under the shoul der of Job's Hill, where
he built the house which was t o bethe hone of five generations of
Wittiers. The Wiittier Honestead i s nost significantly known as
the birthplace of John Geenleaf Wittier, whowas known as t he
"Quaker Poet" and "anti-slavery poet," and vras one of the |eading
abolitionists of his day. The poet,Jt*as born i nthe house on Decenber
17, 1805 and lived thereuntil 18”. The house itself is |ocatedon
its original site and was the scene andinspiration of Wittier's
famous poem " Snow Bound. "

The original barn described in "ShowBound' was built in 182l by
John and Moses™\Whittier, the poet's father anduncle, andi t stood
across thp road fromthe nmain house. Although this bamwas |ost

by arson in 1970, it has been replaced by another barn of the sane
age, style, and size which was dismantled onits site i n Haverhill
and reassenbled onthe foundation of the original barn,

Pemsi de Brook, which supplied water for the farmand provi ded power

for Thonas Whittier's mll, was also imortalizedinaWittier poem
Today the brook, the site of the oldmill, andthe ancient famly
burial lotstill survive andare readily identified as subjects of nany

of John Greenleaf Whittier's works.

The house contains extensive furnishings and nenorabilia relating

to the Whittier famly as well as sone personal possessions of the
poet. Even those furnishings not actually ovned by the poet's famly
are period pieces. Qneof the nost interesting articles i s the desk

of John Greenleaf Whittier's great grandfather. Qnthis desk Wittier
scribbled hisfirst rhymes, and here, i nhis eighty-fifthyear, he wote
his last poemwhen the desk was at the hone of hi s Newburypost cousins
the Cartlands. According to the poet himself, it Vds also onthis desk
that he wote hisfirst panphlet onslavery, "Justice and Expediency,"

In addition toits literary association, the Wittier Honestead i sa
remar kably unspoil ed exanpl e of anorthern Essex County farmwith its
buil dings, pastures, woods, and | andscape reoslling nuch of their
original aspect. 1 nl892 Janes H Carleton presented the Homest ead
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to theHaverhill Whittier G nb, vrhich formed a self-perpetuating Board
of Trustees tonmanage t heproperty. The Trustees were incorporated by
an act of t heMassachusetts legislature i n1893 and since that time
have operated t he conplex as a working farm The buildings and the
entire area aredescribed i nWittierland by Sanuel T. Pickard, husband
of theniece of thepoet. The Honestead i salso part of theWittier
Trail which consists of all thelocal sites connected with t hepoet or
immortalized i nhis poens.

| TEM NLMBER 9:

Pickard, Samuel T. Whittierland. 1904.
Under Colonial Roofs. Boston: Webster, 1894.
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4 June 1975 RECEVED
M. Charles Herrington, Chief NATIONAL
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National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240 CERTI FI ED MAI L

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find three National Register nomnations for the
following properties:

1. Haverhill, John Greenleaf Whittier Honestead
2. Lakevill e, Wanpanoag Royal Cenetery
3. Medfield, Peak House.

These properties have been voted eligible for submssion bythe
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW pj
Encl osures
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