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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Whittier Homestead i s a 17th century hour,e located off Route 110, 
a mile from Route 495f and four miles east of Haverhill. The Homestead 
stands with an adjacent ham on a farm of nearly f i f t y acres. 

The house was b u i l t i n 1688 by Thomas Wh^tier, the f i r s t of the line 
i n America, and great-great grandfather of the poet John Greenleaf Whittier. 
I t i s a two-story clapboard building with a gable roof and characteristic 
bride central chimney. On the west end of the house is a small, narrow, 
one-story shingled e l l which originally contained a wood shed and privy, 
bTit now has been converted to a kitchen, bath, and storage area. The 
main entrance to the house is on the south side, and there are two other 
entries which open into the kitchen. In 1902 the roof and upper stoiy 
of the house were badly damaged by f i r e , but restoration was TUidertaken 
immediately, and much of the original fabric was retained. The three-
bay arrangement on the second story was not a result of this restoration 
since a photograph and a lithograph of the late nineteenth century i n d i ­
cate that even before the f i / e there were only three windows on the 
second-story facade. In 19,̂ 1 a two-story e l l was added to the rear of 
the main building to increase the accommodations for the caretaker and 
family who also use the second floor of the main house. 

The front entrance of the house leads to a small ha l l , on either side 
of which are the two front rooms. One of these rooms was used from time 
to tima^as a "horning room" and was the room in which John Greenleaf 
Whittier was born. There i s also a small "mother's room" which is slightly 
elevated to accommodate a boulder too large to move, and there is a pantry 
with a wooden sink. Nearly a l l of the northern side of the house is oc­
cupied by the kitchen which i s twenty-six feet long by sixteen feet wide 
and contains the large bride fireplace which was mentioned i n Whittier's 
poem "Snow-Bound." Two smaller fireplaces are located i n the two front 
rooms. 



Ll SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

X-1600 1699 

-1700-1799 

V £.1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

-XARCHITECTURE 

^ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS - • 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

X_LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES C. 1 6 8 8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1688 the pioneer Thomas Whittier acquired I48 acres of 
farmland in a pleasant valley under the shoulder of Job's H i l l , where 
he b u i l t the house which was to be the home of five generations of 
Whittiers. The Whittier Homestead is most significantly known as 
the birthplace of John Greenleaf Whittier, who was known as the 
"Quaker Poet" and "anti-slavery poet," and vras one of the leading 
abolitionists of his day. The poet„Jt*as born in the house on December 
17, 180'5 and lived there u n t i l 18^. The house i t s e l f i s located on 
i t s original site and was the scene and inspiration of Whittier's 
famous poem "Snow-Bound." . 

The original barn described in "Snow-Bound" was b u i l t i n 18'21 by 
John and Moses^Whittier, the poet's father and uncle, and i t stood 
across thp road from the main house. Although this bam was lost 
by arson in 1970, i t has been replaced by another barn of the same 
age, style, and size which was dismantled on i t s site in Haverhill 
and reassembled on the foundation of the original barn. 

Pemside Brook, which supplied water for the farm and provided power 
for Thomas Whittier's m i l l , was also immortalized in a Whittier poem. 
Today the brook, the site of the old m i l l , and the ancient family 
burial lot s t i l l survive and are readily identified as subjects of many 
of John Greenleaf Whittier's works. 

The house contains extensive furnishings and memorabilia relating 
to the Whittier family as well as some personal possessions of the 
poet. Even those furnishings not actually ovmed by the poet's family 
are period pieces. One of the most interesting articles is the desk 
of John Greenleaf Whittier's great grandfather. On this desk Whittier 
scribbled his f i r s t rhymes, and here, i n his eighty-fifth year, he wrote 
his last poem when the desk was at the home of his Newburypost cousins 
the Cartlands. According to the poet himself, i t W3.s also on this desk 
that he wrote his f i r s t pamphlet on slavery, "Justice and Expediency," 

In addition to i t s l i t e r a r y association, the Whittier Homestead is a 
remarkably unspoiled example of a northern Essex County farm with i t s 
buildings, pastures, woods, and landscape reoslling much of their 
original aspect. In I892 James H. Carleton presented the Homestead 
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Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL 
REG\STER 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register nominations for the 
following properties: 

1. Haverhill, John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead 
2. Lakeville,Wampanoag Royal Cemetery 
3. Medfield, Peak House. 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e for submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW:pjj 
Enclosures 
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