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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I. General Statement

A. Architectural character: This house, built in 1907, has a very simplified
Victorian architectural style, commonly used in Washington, D.C. residential 
structures around 1900.

B. Condition: Structurally sound and presently occupied.

II. Description of Exterior:

A. Overall dimensions: The total lot acreage is 2,390 square feet. The house con­ 
sists of three stories. It is semi-detached, the house to the right having been 

torn down. The main entrance is located on a side porch. The front yard is 
about 15 feet deep, and the back yard is approximately 20 feet by 50 feet. The 
third floor is set back from the rear of the house.

B. Foundation: Apparently brick on top of a concrete basement floor. 

C. Wall Construction: Brick walls

D. Porch: The porch is elevated above the ground floor and is located on the left 
side of the house. Its dimensions are approximately 30 feet by 5 feet. The ac­ 
cess to the porch entrance is from T Street, three steps above the sidewalk and 
eleven steps to the entrance level. Entrance to the ground floor is inside the 
house.

E. Firescape: No apparent firescape 

F. Chimney: Brick, not in working order 

G. Openings:

1. Doors: A single side entrance and two screened back doors which lead to a 
narrow back porch, about four feet wide, with wood hand railings.

2. Windows: All windows are double hung. The first and second floor each have 
three windows arranged in an angular bay. The third floor has two windows 
and the attic has one.

H. Roof: Asphalt tile
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mary Church Terrell was born in Memphis, Tennessee on September 23, 1863. She 
received her entire education in Ohio and graduated from Oberlin College with an 
A.B. in June, 1884. In September, 1885 she went to Wilberforce University in Xenia, 
Ohio to teach and in 1887, she came to Washington to teach Latin at the M Street 
High School. Following the award of her M. A. from Oberlin in 1888 Mary Church 
went abroad to travel and to study languages. Returning home in 1890 she continued 
to teach at the M Street High School and in October, 1891 she married the head of the 
school's Latin department, Robert A. Terrell, who was also a prominent black lawyer.

After her marriage, Mrs. Terrell continued her interest in the District's colored 
school system although she no longer taught in it. In 1895 she succeeded in receiving 
one of the three appointments to the Board of Education that were designated for wo­ 
men and thereby became the first black woman in the U. S. to be so appointed. Her 
two six year terms on the board, 1895-1901 and 1906-1911, were distinguished by hard 
fighting for quality education, fair hiring employment practice, and more adequate 
appropriations for schools.

During the last decade of the nineteenth century, Mary Terrell became interested 
in the colored women's club movement. When the Federation of Afro-American Women 
and the Colored Women's League combined in 1896, Mrs. Terrell was chosen President 
of the resulting organization, the National Association of Colored Women. Under her 
leadership the Association established a fund to help children, started schools of 
Domestic Science, discussed the labor question, the Convict Lease system, and Jim 
Crow car laws. As an acknowledgement of her tireless efforts in the organization, 
Mrs. Terrell was unanimously voted Honorary President for life.

Mary Terrell's concern for black women widened to encompass a concern for the 
entire women's suffrage movement. She joined the National American Suffrage 
Association at Susan B. Anthony's request and was friendly with some of the leading 
feminists of her day. In May, 1908 she was invited, in memory of Frederick Douglass, 
to the sixtieth anniversary of the First Women's Rights Convention in New York. In 
1848 Douglass had seconded a resolution by Elizabeth Cady Stanton that demanded 
equal political rights for women.
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Association. The Washington Chapter was forced to reaccept the black woman's appli­ 
cation .

At the age of eighty-six, Mrs. Terrell challenged the District of Columbia's failure 
to enforce the anti -discrimination laws of 1872 and 1873 that applied to various areas of 
public accommodation. She participated in the Thompson test case of 1950 that provided 
the Corporation Counsel with the necessary material for litigation based on the 1872 and 
1873 laws. The repeated failures of the courts to uphold the laws increased her efforts to 
have public places of accommodation comply with the old statutes. Economic boycotts of 
the Hecht Company and the G . C . Murphy stores, in the downtown business district of 
Washington, finally resulted in the companies' agreements to comply with the old laws.

In June 1953 Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglass delivered the favorable 
decision of the court on the Thompson case saying, "We have said that the Acts of 1872 
and 1873 survived the intervening changes in the government of the District of Columbia 
and are presently enforceable."

Mrs. Terrell's request to speak before a Congressional committee in April, 1950 in 
opposition to a bill directed at "un-American" activities symbolized her awareness of the 
necessity of continual and vigilant surveillance of the rights of other minority groups. The 
loss of the rights of one group often led to the loss of rights of others. She urged Congress 
to pass legislation guaranteeing application of the Constitution to protect the rights of all 
citizens rather than passing legislation to restrict, deny, or deprive people of their rights.

On July 24, 1954 Mary Church Terrell died in Arundel, Maryland while on a visit to 
the family summer home at Highland Beach. The condolences sent in memory of this 
remarkable woman from all over the world were a tribute to the esteem in which she was 
held and a testimony to her continual fight against prejudice and discrimination of all 
types .

Mary Terrell is of national historical significance for several reasons. She was the 
first black woman to serve on an American school board. She was also responsible for re­ 
discovering the so-called "Lost Laws" of the District of Columbia which dealt with public 
accommodations and was successful in her subsequent Thompson restaurant suit that resulted 
in the 1953 Supreme Court decision ending segregated public accommodations in the nations 
capital. Active in the women's sufferage movement and fearless in her expressions of 
black rights, Mrs. Terrell social involvement is evidenced by her work as a civil rights 
activist and as president of the National Association of Colored Women. Her residence 
in Washington's Le Droit Park, 326 T Street, Northwest, is worthy of the commemoration 
of this remarkable woman because it is the house in which she lived for the greatest length 
of time as she involved herself in activities for the achievement of equality for American 
minorities.
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Mrs. Terrell's fame achieved international proportions in June, 1903, when she gave 
a speech in Germany at the International Congress of Women on the "The Progress and Prob­ 
lems of Colored Women." The acclaim she received from this speech started her on the 
lecture circuit across the United States. Most of her talks concerned lynching, colored 
women, and the race problem in general. In the meanwhile, she developed her literary 
talents by writing for Washington's The Colored American under the pseudonym of Euphemia 
Kirk, and for a number of other newspapers and magazines. She also began compiling ma­ 
terial for her autobiography, A Colored Woman in a White World which was published in 
1940.

Mary Church Terrell carried on her campaign against injustice of any kind all her life, 
When three companies of black soldiers were dismissed without honor after the Brownsville 
Affair of 1906, Mrs. Terrell pleaded their case to Secretary Taft of the War Department, 
seeking a suspension of the dismissal order until an investigation of the affair could be made, 
A temporary suspension of thirty-six hours was granted, and although the suspension did not 
prevent the dismissals, it did focus national attention on the injustice. (Fort Brown in 
Brownsville, Texas, where the Brownsville Affair occurred, is a National Historic Landmark 
and as a result of research completed earlier by the Afro-American Bicentennial Corporation, 
the National Park Service's Consulting Committee and Advisory Board have noted its impor­ 
tant relationship to Afro-American history.)

During World War I, Mary Terrell worked in the War Camp Community Service, or­ 
ganizing recreational facilities for returning black war veterans. In this way she was able 
to provide jobs for black women, who were sorely neglected in the employment field, and 
a service for black military men who were still segregated from their white counterparts. 
Following the riots of the "Red Summer" of 1919 when widespread racial violence, usually 
precipitated by white attacks on blacks, swept the country, Mrs. Terrell was a part of an 
investigative committee of D. C. citizens who looked into charges of the maltreatment of 
blacks during the affair. Many of the reports by blacks of unjust treatment by white police­ 
men during the violence in Washington, such as those filed by many of the 150-300 blacks 
who were arrested (as compared to only thirty whites), were substantiated by her committee. 
The rumored rape of a white woman by a black man that had initially instigated the violence 
was also proven to be unfounded.

Mary Terrell continued her fight against discrimination by challenging the District's 
Chapter of the American Association of University Women's policy of racial exclusion in its 
membership. Resigning her membership in the 1920s because of increased responsibilities, 
Mary Church Terrell attempted to gain readmission to the organization in October, 1946. 
Although the local board continually refused to seat her, the national body agreed to do so 
in June 1949 when the matter was favorable settled at the Seattle convention of the
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