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Description

Located in the midst of one of the richest agricultural sections of the
county, Smiths Grove is presently the county's second largest town. It is 14
miles northeast of Bowling Green on the Nashville line of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad. The town's period of greatest growth was between 1859,
the year the railroad. was completed, and about 1920. The Smiths Grove District
(Wa-34-37) consists of four buildings located at the town's main intersection
of streets, First and Main Streets. The three adjoining commercial buildings in
the district (Wa-34-36) are located on the north side of First Street and face
both the L & N Railroad tracks and the informally-planned town square. They il-
lustrate three different building materials (frame, brick and stone) and three
different approaches to style in late nineteenth and early twentieth century com-
mercial buildings. The most significant of the three is the former Farmers Bank,
a small stone structure with considerable architectural pretensions and one of the
few stone structures in the county outside the county seat. The fourth structure
in the district is the William H. Cooke House (Wa-37), located on the east side of
Main Street behind the three commercial structures. The brick house was based on
the popular T-plan form, and its exterior detailing is largely intact. Built in
1885, the Cooke House is perhaps the earliest of the four structures in the dis-
trict. The central location and generous siting of the house give it a manorial
character in terms of its relationship with the surrounding town.

Significance

These four structures form the largest group of contiguous nineteenth and
early twentieth century structures in the town. Their location in the historic
center of the town and their key visual relationship with the railroad tracks
(the reason for the town's existence) gives them a significance beyond their indi-
vidual architectural or historical significance. Their visual relationship with
one another illustrates the sometimes dramatic juxtaposition of commercial and resi-
dential structures in small Kentucky towns.

The justification for the boundaries of the Smiths Grove District is that
other nineteenth and early twentieth century structures in the town are scattered
around this historic center, separated from it by more recent buildings.

Number of buildings: 4
Number of contributing buildings: 4
Number of intrusions: 0
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