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The present appearance of the octagonal block house is little 
changed.

Rotted timbers have been replaced.

It is now shingled, and has been as long as we can determine, 
but it is possible they have been added since original construction 
as we found two musket balls in the timber that did not pass through 
the covering shingles,

This, however, is not conclusive, as the shingles may have been 
rep laced.
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History of Fort Edqecomb Memorial

This interesting octaoptial wooden blockhouse was built on Davis 
Island, in the town of Edgecomb, 1808 and '09 to protect the seaport 
of Wiscasset. In those days, Wise-asset, with one of the deepest harbors 
in Maine, was one of the busiest shipping centers in New England.

Shipping was vital to the young nation and the results were disas­ 
trous when it was caught between Napoleon's aggression and England's 
resistance to it.

The Federal Government surveyed the coastal defenses of Maine and 
Fort Edgecomb, where the channel of the Sheepscot River narrows, received 
major expansion.

Across the river on Jeremy Squam (Westport) Island, in 1812, earth­ 
works were thrown up and called Fort McDonough.

Fort Edgecomb was patterned aft^r old English forts. On August 2, 
1808, Secretary of War Henry DearJxSrn came to Davis Island and gave 
building directions. General Dearborn, a prominent Revolutionary and 
War of 1812 soldier, who marched to Quebec with Arnold, was land agent 
for the Bowdoin family and represented Maine in the Continental Congress.

The blockhouse was constructed with heavy timber. It is 27 feet 
on the first floor and 30 feet on the second. The first floor is 
pierced for the use of muskets, and the second has portholes, like the 
deck of a warship. The blockhouse stands as built except for necessary 
repairs. The stockade was rebuilt in 1961 and the powder magazine was, 
as a safety measure, filled with sand.

While there was no military activity here the War of 1812 proved 
that wooden blockhouses were not adequate for the national defense. The 
only time the 18 pound guns were fired was on March 4, 1809 for the 
inauguration of president Madison.
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