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changed.

replaced.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rotted timbers have been replaced.

The present appearance of the octagonal block house is little

It is now shingled, and has been as long as we can determine,
but it is possible they have been added since original construction
as we found two musket balls in the timber that did not pass through
the covering shingles,

This, however, is not conclusive, as the shingles may have been
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History of Fort Edgecomb Memorial

This interesting ocTa%ghal wooden blockhouse was built on Davis
Island, in the town of Edgécomb, 1808 and '09 to protect the seaport
of Wiscasset. |In those days, Wiscasset, with one of the deepest harbors
in Maine, was one of the busiest shipping centers in New England.

Shipping was vital to the young nation and the results were disas-
trous when it was caught between Napoleon's aggression and England's
resistance to it.

The Federal Government surveyed the coastal defenses of Maine and
Fort Edgecomb, where the channel of the Sheepscot River narrows, received
major expansion.

Across the river on Jeremy Squam (Westport) lIsland, in 1812, earth-
works were thrown up and called Fort McDonough.

Fort Edgecomb was patterned afjér old English forts. On August 2,
1808, Secretary of War Henry Deanp6§ﬁAcame to Davis Island and gave
building directions. General Dearborn, a prominent Revolutionary and

War of 1812 soldier, who marched to Quebec with Arnold, was land agent
for the Bowdoin family and represented Maine in the Continental Congress.

The blockhouse was constructed with heavy timber. |t is 27 feet
on the first floor and 30 feet on the second. The first floor is
pierced for the use of muskets, and the second has portholes, like the
deck of a warship. The blockhouse stands as built except for necessary
repairs. The stockade was rebuilt in 196! and the powder magazine was,
as a safety measure, filled with sand.

While there was no military activity here the War of 1812 proved
that wooden blockhouses were not adequate for the national defense. The
only time the (8 pound guns were fired was on March 4, 1809 for the
inauguration of President Madison.
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Dunnack, Henery E., Maine Forts, Augusta, Maine
(Charles E. Nash & Son 1924), Pages 91-102
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Donald Holmstrom, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
State Park and Recreation Commission June 18, 1969
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As the designated Stéte Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
O State Local
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The recommended

National

Lawrence Stuart V

TitteDirector, State Park & Recreation
Commission

Date June 27, 1969

1 herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ééZQMJL~KZZé%AN ngad%dﬂahﬂﬁ

<%wnonmeaAwmm%ymdemmgg&&ﬁbn

0CT 1 1969

Date
ATTEST:
/ /M/ zmﬁ
Keeper of The National Regibfer
Date SEP 29 TQRQ

33§

SNOI1LJ3NY¥YLSNI



15 Min, Series
430 59' 37" Boothbay, Maine
69° 39' 7" Fort Edgecomd N

UNITED STATES GARDINER JUNC S 201 17 MI

&
7
4

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR LRESDEN MILLS 78M7‘@
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ROCKLAN 0 33 MI
NEWCASTLE 58 Mi.(_) 7072
441000m.E, 42 444 us : 40’ - wiscas
7)) QY ’M Ny

RS = T T
/ﬂ’/%y / ‘—\ 0/®f

© 7
g =

PORTLAND (CIVIC CENTER) 40 M1
1

BATH 4.6 Mi

AN

~
-]

o
o

7 'S
P /,?;«,)x(/
b
’

ey

( r,’
2, U (=" O
b o SRS \ it 7
L 1A 4 2
A SCREES 0!
- A (5"
> =7 A T ST ) e el
o/ . )90, 5/
LFR (18 3 A Q
D
G
P R AN SN
0/ X/ 8
t

o o\ h
//‘ j;

= S L FBIEE & { -SRI ,G
. ~ — - X = NG A . 3 o ¥ J 3
= ¥ s ——— . N [N N - eg, .\§',~.\ NP N L)
R e s N = ! - e NN i SO P Al 2, N S (o ) o
S A S E o i ) = \3 < R ,',J 4 % \“\ . N RN N & :\1 o] 02, %
AR N T— e (R AR SIS N N R R = Q ¢ ;3
O > % o S —~ e Sk NQ =, UL
: P EINT ST ¢ o RS e L IO N S a b o
e T ORI O Sl SR\ O T N I J
L @ T el > N =N f(\*\v\ N\ == SR T o T
: e o x -
* gy KR . . 0 = O = \“\ ‘ e R TN, Fan \\\\
L ) : e . %S T o, N / ) E”‘\*\\""- ) N | .
NN = & \ N ; \\g\ N R Lo
: XN 3 O\ = Y =
& 55 \ — N ~ A BV
S =< R e N R A \ \ SR S ] i i‘&‘.‘*
7 S 8 =X < oo & e &S e
2 \ i A b S R (&

S
263 Bac

c’a‘,;zreg;,;\:ryr;) ’
) s 1

N}
I

R

9
4 A ]

_;~
4

!
¥




NPS Form 10-000-a
(®-80)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

Page '

OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

Fort Edgecomb Lincoln County MAINE

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVAL &4{%‘@(/{/
- A ,_ =

6T50 00 20 /, v



