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The site of the ghost town of West Newton is located about half way
between Fort Ridgely and New Ulm, Minnesota near the spot where one of the
early ferries crossed the Minnesota River,\ At one time the village
included the Alexander Harkin store and post office, a hotel, three saloons,
a livery stable, two blacksmith shops, a brewery, a sawmill and a wagon
works. Today the store, a hotel (now a residence) and a cemetery are all
that remain,

The one story store building was built in 1871 of native pine and
black walnut held together with square head nails, It is located behind
the farm house overlooking the river, Harkin also had a carriage house
and a grainery across from the store. \

The Harkin-Massopust store is presently in a deteriorated condition.
When the store was closed in 1901 none of the merchandise was removed
or changed., Much of this stock still remains today, along with the wood
burning stove and display cases, The Harkin family home also remains
though it has been enlarged and extensively remodeled,
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The store building is typical of the once-common mid-nineteenth
century rural stores which dotted southwestern Minnesota, These stores
often had open porches running the entire length of their fronts where
customers and town-folk would gather to discuss the news of the day.
They were utilitarian buildings of a non-permanent nature - their size,
appearance, and merchandise ever-changing to meet the demands of the
market, The rural character of the Harkin-Massopust Store has remained
in an unaltered state although it has been the victim of years of
weathering and deterioration.

In later years the store was linked to the original portion of the
house by means of a wooden passageway. A storage lean-to on the west
side of the store has been recently removed due to its extensively
deteriorated condition. This lean-to was not original to the store
building,

The house was origiqglly a typical two story simple classic-
revival farmhouse constructed in the 1868's of square-hewn logs and
sided with clapboard., This served as both residence and store until
the present store was constructed in 1871. 1In the latter part of
the nineteenth century, am addition was made to the house by removing
the original porch (similar in form to that on the store) and con-
structing a two story section to the front., This addition contains
a parlor and bedroom, with an unfinished second story. The original
house and addition are presently in a good state of preservation.
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\ Alexander Harkin and his wife Janet settled in Minnesota in 1856, 1In
1867 Harkin established a store in part of his home. Whe became post-
master of West Newton, Harkin built the present building (1871) to serve
as both post offiepfﬁnd store, Besides operating the store and post office
Harkin was justice of the peace, land salesman, and administrator of
estates,

The Alexander Harkin store once rivaled New Ulm in trade, Farmers
came from considerable distances to West Newton to pick up their mail,
shop for hardware, dry goods, drugs and foodstuffs, barter muskrat skins,
philosophize around the wood stove and cracker barrel and discuss politics
and the weather,

\kIn 1901, with the advent of Rural Free Delivery, the post office and
store in West Newton were closed:> All the merchandise, with the exception
of the perishables, was left on the shelves and most remains in the store
today. Even the account books have been preserved, showing a total of
$3,700 in unpaid accounts at the time of the store's closing
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