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Architectural Classification
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DESCRIPTION

Location

Montague Center isone of five villagesthat make up the Town of Montague, a Connecticut River valley town
in Franklin County, Massachusetts. Montague Center isan intact 19 century village, organized around
intersection roads and a central green in the midst of an agricultura landscgpe. Located in an upland area
occupying the southwestern portion of the town, Montague Center is one mile eedt of the Connecticut River &
the southern edge of the Montague plain. The areais drained by anumber of dreemsand contains extensve
fertile lands, with ahistory of agriculture dating to prehistoric times. The Sawmill River wrgps around the eest
and north 9desof the village. Following a snuous course, it flowsfrom Lake Wyolain the eastern part of the
coimty and empties into the Connecticut River about one mile west of Montague Center.  On the northend of
the village, the river plummets fifty feet intoaravine. It wasin thislocation that one of the town's first mill
Steswere established, now known as the Alvah StoneMill, and around which Montague Center developed asa
rural commercial and industrial center.

Early land trangportation routes originated south of Montague Center in Hadley, the plantation fromwhich
Montague was sgparated in 1714. The Old Sunderland Road extended north towards Turners Falls, crossng the
Sawvmill River a the fallsin Montague Center. Themill dte, an early tavern, and pioneer farmsteads on Taylor
Hill linked to this road were the key landmarks in the formation of the village. Later, improved northerly routes
to Greenfield, Turners Fals and Miller Falls passad through the settlement. An esst-west road connecting them
with aferry landing on the Connecticut River cregted a cross-axisthat demarcated the center of the village, and
agreen wes laid out there by the timethe precinct of Montague was established in 1753. A century later, two
railroad lines passed within amile of the village center a the northern and eestern endsof the agriculturd
community.

Pan of the district
Main Street isthe primary north-south axis of Montague Center. The principa resdences and commercid
buildings of the village are concentrated on thisroad. On the south end of the village, Main Street originates a
the intersection of the Old Sunderland Road, which skirtsthe eest Sde of Taylor Hill onitsway to Millers Fals,
and amore recent road following the west Sde of the Sawmill River that isnow part of a county road
connecting Turners Falswith Sunderland and communities further south. South Street dso emanatesfrom this
intersection and extends eet across the Sawmiill River to Federd Street (Rt. 63), which is now the principal
date highway through the region. A wooden box with painted directional sgnsdating from the late eghteenth
century is Stuated in the center of a samdl triangular idand in the intersection. The concentrated pattern of lots
and arangement of buildings defining the southern gateway to the village gppearsa this intersection. South
and eedt of this areq, the landscape is characterized by the flood plain of the Sawmill River and the cands ad
impoundments creeted there to operate factoriesin the village. The village plan extends a short distance west of
(continued)
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the intersection dong Old Sunderland Road. Just padt the old Root Tavern, the landscape opensup into
farmland, which isnow largely reforested.

The historic Main Street is gpproximatey one-quarter mile long. Onitsnorth end, the axis terminates a
another intersection wherethe village green islocated. Center Street (known as Centra Street until the 1990s
when the greet names and numbers were updated for thetown's 911 emergency system) cuts across the north
ddeof thetriangular green. Main Street forms the west Side, and North Strest bounds the green on the eedt.
The important civic, religious, and domestic buildings are located on these Sreats around the green. The
monumenta brick meeting house of the Congregationa Church, built in 1834, anchors the eest Sde of the green
a the comer of North and Center Streets. The Unitarian Church (aso 1834) and aschoal built a roughly the
same time distinguish the west Sde on Main Street. Theorigina meeting house, built ca.l 750, occupied adte
on Center Street on the north sde of the green; astring of houses, hopsand atown hall built in 1858 are now
located there. The green has been reduced in Sze by the widening of roads and many of its characterizing
features: trees, plantings, pathways, and objects have been removed. It is presently agrassy expansewith two
features, an iron watering trough installed in 1915 and asmdl sone war memorid erected in 1954. Montague
Center's principal Greek Revivd-era houses and dores are concentrated in the section of Main Street between
the southern gateway and the green. In the mid-19*' century, small factories gppeared in the southeest quedrant
of this areaas a channd was dug from the Sawmill River to power them. An 1889 fire that sarted in Rugg's
reke factory neer South Street consumed most of them as well as the resdences facing Main Stret, leaving only
the Montague Boot and Shoe Company factory, which has been converted for use as aMasonic Lodge (59 Main
). Itisin this section where four housesdating fromthe late 19" and early 0™ centiuy are located, in a
seemingly anomaous marme.

Main Street continues west and north from the green and terminates a abridge crossing the Sawmill River
whereit joins Turner Falsand Greenfield Roads. (Addresses and dreet names were changed in this section to
comply with the 911 emergency sysem. Prior to this, Main Street terminated a the green. Central Street
extended farther west to where it met Bridge Street, which continued north to the Sawmill River crossing.) The

. westerly gtretch of Main Street contains housssin amix of architectura periods ranging from the egant,
federa-style brick resdence built for the Rev. Aaron Gate ca.l805 a the west end of the dreet (18 Main ) to
an Italianate dwelling condructed over fifty years later near the green. AsMain Streat bends towards the north.
School Street and Court Square (named Eadt Taylor Hill Road outsde the village) fork off to the south and
west, respectively. School Street was added to the village planin the late 1800is when anew school was built
there. Court Square gopeared earlier as a connecting road acrossthe north sde of Taylor Hill; it was named
Weg Stret on the mgp of Montague Center published in the 1871 Franklin County Atlas. North of the bend in
Main Strest, the landscape opensup.  Large farm lots occupy the west Sde of the road, beginning with that
asodiaed with the Aaron Gate house. The Sawmill River crestes adeclivity onthe eest Sde of the road
containing abroad expanse of meadow. The properties a the north end of Main Street, neer the river and the
bridge, have been long linked with the families associated with the mills there.

(continued)
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Center Street extends eadt from the green, travels -aooss theflats around the Sawmill River, and cormects with
Federd Streat outside of the core of the village. Between the green and acand dug to power the DykeMill is a
concentration of smal houselots, with the exception of the monumenta house and cormected buildings of the
Ward house and farm on the north sde of the street. The other dwellings Bre of a smdler-scde and alower
dassthan those on Main Stredt, dthough they are consgtent in form, period, and design reflecting the village's
tegtefor the Greek Revival style. North Strest extends a short disance beyond the green. Buildings on that
dreat as well as on lots behind the Chenery store and Town Hall add dendty to the centra core of the village.
Shortly after the Montague Boot & Shoe Company built itsfactory on Main Street in 1856, its owners
congructed Union Street and five housesfor employees A few more houses have been built there snce
shifting more of the plan of the village to the eest Sde of Main Street below the green.

Later in the 19" century, the creation of School Strest west of Main Street, with aconnector (Station Street)
meeting Main Street dose to Union Street, brought balanceto the village plan. Commercid buildings gopeared
on Station Street; the school and its playground occupied much of the remaining spece. After the school built
therein ca.l880 burned in the late 1940s, it was replaced in 1950 by the present building. It iscompatible with
the higtoric digtrict inits one-story scade, form, setting and Colonia Revival desgn. In the 1960sasmadl six-lot
subdivision was partitioned opposte the school on Newton Lane. While the buildingsdo not contribute to the
significance of the district due to the recent period in which they were built, the concentration of lots in this
section of the plan are not intrusive. New lots subdivided dong North Street north of the green aso do not
compromise the plan of the village, dthough they have been exdluded from the historic district.

The northern limits of the district occupy an areaof the village that developed there around the fallson the
Sawmill River. Milling activity hes been documented in thislocation as early as 1716. The present mill
complex there dates to the grist mill Alvah Stone erected therein the early 19" century. Its present gopeaerance
reflectsthe function it served from 1933 to the 1980swhen specidized stamping machines and dieswere
manufactured there. A saw mill operated dmogt continuoudy on this site from the mid-1700s to the mid-1900s.
This ste functioned briefly as an dectric generating plant for aregiond trolley car sygem in the village. Both
the grist mill and saw mill dteshave been listed on the National Register (1997) prior to being included in the

. historic digtrict described in this nomination. The remaining properties in this portion of the district have an
association \yith the milling activity with the exception of the Locudt Hill Cemetery, which isincluded asa
component of the historic plan of the nineteenth-century village.

Architecture
The architecture of Montague Center reflectsthe dominating influence of the Gresk Reviva sylein the
organization and design of New England communities during the mid- and late-19” century. Thiswes
particularly the cagein the small, rura industria towns of western Massachusdttsthat were reaching economic
and cultural maturity in this period. In villageslike Montague Center with histories that extend back into the
18" century, scattered examples of earlier architecturd styles from the Colonial and Federd periods can be
foimd. In the yearsthat followed the heyday of the Gresk Revival, other architectural styles esablished a
(continued)
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presence in thesetowns, including Gothic Revival, Itdianate, Stick, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman syles, but
it is Greek Reviva that characterizesthe district. Thisdegant style was applied to the traditional one- and two-
dory, Sde-gable, center-chimney houseforms as well as more daborate temple-like structures. The most
common type is of the sde hall,front-gabledplan.

The first Greek Revival dructure in the district was the First Congregationd Church built on Main Stret in
1834 (Photo 1). Its congtruction was closdly followed by the Unitarian Church acrossthe common (Photo 2).
The Town Hall, built in 1858, echoed the Greek Reviva forms emanating from the Brick Church and indicates
the perdgence of the desgn taste ageneration later (Photo 13). Mot of the houses, stores, and factories built
in thisperiod consstently show thisinfluence. An important component to the unity and cohesvenessof the
architecture of Montague Center isthe influence of architecturd pattern books on the early 19*" century
buildings. The building guides of Asher Benjamin, who produced seven editions from 1797 to 1843, had the
mogt profound impact on the vernacular architecture of Montague Center.  Benjamin's books provided local
builders with information on techniques and styles, which in many cases, the local builders modified to suit
local conditions.

Brief descriptions of many of the more distinctive examples of the village's architecture fol low.

The oldest building in the digtrict, and one of the oldest in Montague, isthe Root Tavern on North Sunderland
Road (Photo 6). Condructed in cal 735, thistwo-story, timber-framed building hes acentrd chimney, 12-over-
12 sssh windows, and clapboard siding. A reproduction of an daborate Cormecticut River Valley doorway
dominates the facade. This reproduction was designed by Boston architect, John E. Lirmett in 1932. The
design was basad on the doorway from the Elihu White House in Hatfield, Massachusetts, on exhibit in the
collection of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

The Aaron Gate House is an degant two-gtory Federd-gyle building located a 18 Bridge Street (Photo 12).
Condructed ca.l805, this five-by-three-bay brick structure has nine-over-nine sssh windows on the first sory

. and six-over-six on the second. The cornice on the front eevation has dentils and the centra doorway features
sddights and an eliptical fanlight with ddicate tracery. The structure hes two narrow end chimneys.

The Chenery House on 2 North Strest was condructed cal831 (Photo 11). Thisthree bay-by-fivebay Gresk
Reviva dructure is atwo-story frame house with agarret. Four Doric columns support aone-story porch with
wide, smple entablature. The front faBade (west eevation) contains a pedimented geble with two four-over-
four, Sde-by-gde attic windows, comer pilasters supporting anarrow entablature, three six-over-six, second
gory windows, and two long lightsand finely detailed pilasters.  The Sde hall entranceway hes siddlights
flanked by finely detailed pilagters. A two-gtory, pedimented gable is located on the north side, while on the
south Sde thereisaVictorian era bay window. The house hes a dateroof, clgpboard walls, a sone foundation,
and alarge ell on the eest elevation.

(continued)
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A modg impressive presence located & 49 Main Stregt isthe Delano House (Photo 5). Thetwo-gtory building,
built ca.l832, has an immense portico with four fluted Doric columns supporting awide, Smple entablature.
The pedimented gable above containsflush-boardsiding, a 12-pene attic window, and louvered vent. Of Sde
hall design, the west-facing front faBade exhibits six-over-sx windows with Grecian fretwork on the
architraves, including comer blocks. The doorway is dassic Greek—featuring a heavy, Smple entablature with
projecting comice, pilagers, sdeights, and apanded door. The entablature over the portico extends dong the
perimeter of the house and is supported by comer pilasters. A one-stofy porch islocated on the south sde of
the house and has six Tuscan columns supporting the roof - Photographic evidence suggests the porch was
congtructed sometime between 1882 and 1907.

Ore of the mogt striking public buildings in Montague Center isthe First Congregational Church (Photo 1).
Known as the Brick Church, this Gregk Reviva building was condructed in 1834 of loca brick, granite and
wood. The Doric portico has four unfluted columns supporting asmple entablature. The front faBade hes a
pedimented gable with amolded comice and raking comices surroimding asix-over-six attic window. This
window, as well as thosein the Sde bays, is cgoped with asemi-circular soreen composed of wooden dats
aranged inafan-likedesign. Two doorways lie on each sde of the front centra bay and have semi-circular
archeswith fan-like designs above. The segple has arectangular Sagefollowed by two octagona dages The
first dage contains quoins, paired brackets, and arches. The first octagona dageis decorated with arepeet of
the arches, plus pilasters, panding, and asmplefrieze. The lag dage has ums, smple pands, and a 20
century clock.

The Unitarian Church is located acrass green from the First Congregationa Church and provides avisua
contrast to the brick edifice that echoes the sharp differences in the two theologies (Photo 2). The 1834
dracture combines dements of cdassca and medievd dyles in apleasng, cohesve manner. The front
eevation displays dassc pilasters supporting a smple entablature under apedimented front gable. Flush board
isusad within the gable. The three bays contain apanded double door in the central bay and 20-pane windows
on eech sde. Three Gothic Revival windows with lancet archeslie above the doorway "ad windows. A
ddlicate tracery in the archesreflects and echoes the style of the lancet arches. Along the Sde eevation, the

. three bays hold rectangular windows topped by screens shaped in Gothic arches. The arches are constmcted by
inlaying wooden datsinto the dapboard walls that hold the screensin place. Thetwo-tiered Segple consgs of
two rectangular dages, each with pilasters and Gothic arches The second sage has a s mple entablature above
the pilasters and arch.

The Ward House on Center Street exhibits four Doric columns supporting a giant portico with a heavily
pedimented front gable (Photo 14). A triangular attic window hes diamond panes. This two-and-one-haf-gory
dwelling hes abroad entablature surrounding the structure bel ow the comice, which is supported by comer
pilagters. Thefront faBade congds of flushboards, instead of the more common clapboards, which gopear on
the ddesand rear. The front faade additionally contains two long, dightly pedimented windows that extend to

(continued)
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the floor and adoorway with transom, sddights and a pedimented, "eared,” and dightly flared architrave. This
Greek Reviva house was congmcted in call847. A Victorian-era bay window was added to the eest Sde
ca.l880; dls and shedsleading to the bam were subsequently added.

The Itdianate style gained popularity after it was introduced to Montague Center in 1851. The stylewas first
used for the Senator Joseph H. Root House located on Center Street (Photo 3). Thishouse shows the typical
asymmetrica Italian Villa L-shaped plan, but lacks the sandard tower feature. The Root House has a gently
pitched roof, wide eaves with bracketed comices. The recessad entryway hes sddightsand lieswithin an
daborate and omate veranda. The windows are framed with asmple rectangular crown and brackets.

In 1858 the Town Hall was congmcted of loca brick on the Ste adjacent to the first meeting house on Center
Stret. Thethree-bay stmcture possesses abold pedimented gable that surrounds an arched attic window (Photo
13). The pediment isintricately pattemed with brickwork and lies above an entablature of banded brick. The
building is pleasantly baanced and symmetrica. The granitein the foundation and gairs establishes a firm
footing for the impressive feeling expressed by the building. The use of granite for the door and window lintels
presents an especidly fine accent to the faBade and crestes a striking contrast to the brick exterior walls. The
front eevation hes three entrances, each with double doors. However, only the primary central door hes
transom lights. Thisfinetwo-and-one-haf-story public building remains atangible expresson of the period of
Montague's grestest growth and development.

There are afew 19" century buildingsin the district that are not associated with Neo-Classicd syles. One of
them isthe Anson Cobb House a 71 Main Strest—the only Stick style smcture in Montague Center (Photo
10). The mogt obvious characterigtic of the house, congmcted in 1890, isthe decorative tmsses along the gable
endsof the segply pitched roof, including the front geble and the intersecting gebles on the north and south
ddes. The two-and-one-haf-story smcture hes clgpboard siding with a number of raised horizontal bands that
emphasize the texture of the wall and the framing of the building. This emphads isfurthered by the
exaggeration of the comer pogts and window trim. Decorated brackets extend for the corner poststo the comice
. and support the decorative trusses. A fancy, one-gtory porch on the front elevation features tumed columns,
vergeboards aong the gable and frieze, and brackets. The Anson Cobb House was one of row of houseson the
eedt Sde of Main Street that were built following adevadating fire that wiped out the earlier buildings there.
Ore of the few Queen Anne-style housesin the district, 63 Main Street, was erected in thisareain 1889.

A new school wes built on farmland west of Main Strest in the 1880s  School Sireet was constmcted to service
the school and an extension was mede to cormect School and Main Stregtsin the vicinity of the Union Stregt
intersection. Thisextenson isnow known as Station Street. Between the 1890s and 191 Qs anumber of
buildings gppeared on Station Street including ablacksmithy and an work-related building that now functions as
the town fire station. Montague Center's first and only automobile dedership and repair shop was erected on

(continued)
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the south sde of the dreet around 1920. Many houseswere enlarged and improved during the last quarter of
the nineteenth century, and afew new housss gopeered on empty lotswithin the village core and in fringe arees

were a the sarietime. However, with few exceptions, they generdly conformed with the Gregk Reviva or
Itdianate styles of their predecessors, which reinforced Montague Center's remarkable uniformity.

Bogton theologian and socid reformer Edward Peerson Pressey attempted to establish a Utopian craft
community in Montague Center in 1901. New Clairvaux was conceived as aretumto apre-industrial craft
0ciety in regponse to the economic inequitiesand mord dilemma of urban society. All evidence of this
community hes disgppeared except the changes mede to the Dyke Mill a 44 Center Stret and the Arts &
Crafts-style home which printer Carl Purington Rollins built behind it (42 Center Street). Both buildings are
important surviving landmarks of this unique period of Montague Center'shistory.

More conspicuous in the district are the dwellings and garages that were introduced to the village in the early
twentieth century. Thesebuildings are dramaticdly different in their scale and design. Bunga ows gppeared on
Union, School, North, and Main Streets, mogtly a the outside of the plan. The house erected a 8 School Stret
was apre-fabricated Seers& Roebuck catd og house that cameinto town on the railroad and was assembled on
the gte. Didtinctive examples of Four-Square and Dutch Revival houses were built & 67 and 69 Main Strest,
respectively, in the areadestroyed by firein the 1880s Most of thesenew buildings have detached garages
asodaed with them, ofteninsmilar desgns. In addition, anumber of garageswere built on properties
containing older housssin responseto the introduction of the automobile. Many garage doors are gpparent in
the connected back buildings and bams gopended to Montague Center's historic homes indicating the
accommodations that have been mede for motorized vehiclesin the 20" century.

Most of the development that took place in the 1930s took place in and around the Alvah Stone Mill complex.
Frank Martin had bought the old mill arid converted it to the manufacture of samping machinery. In 1933,
Martin built ahouse opposte the mill a 555 Tumers FalsRoad. The Fiske family revived the old saw mill and
built anew Tudor style house on the property a 432 Greenfield Road. A new cgpe washbuilt on the neighboring
property a about the same time. With its connected garage, it reflected the form and design of the 19 century
. architecture in the village. In the late 1940s the Montague Public School bumed to the ground. In 1950, the
present Colonia revival-style school was built.

Open sections of the village plan were subdivided and developed in the 1960s and later as the demand for
homes continued after the Second World War.  Some existing vacant lotswere built upon, such as 54 Main
Street on the southwest comer of Main and Station Si"egts  The only concentration of non-historic houses
within the digtrict are within asix-lot subdivison crested on Newton Lanein ca 1960. Smal cgpeswith
atached garagesare visible from School Strest and have little impact onthe visua integrity of the district.
Later Ranch and Colonia types were built on lotswithin the cul-de-sac.  With the exception of the ca.l960 post
office building built onthe ste of an old hotdl on the northeest comer of Main and Union Stredts, there are no
glaring modem intmsionsin the sreetscgpes of the Montague Center Higtoric Didtrict. .

(continued)
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Montague Center presentsarare cataog of the range of building types, houseforms, and eaboration in which
the Greek Revival-style found expresson in westem Massachusattsfrom itsintroduction in the 1830s to houses
designed and built over acentury later. The historic district encgpaulates the core of the village where the most
distinctive houses predominate in the midst of later buildings that were designed in away that complemented
these architectura landmarks and provide a sense of Montague Center'slong and diverse history.

Archaeological Description

At least one prehigtoric Ste is located within the boundaries of the Montague Center Historic District and ahigh
potential exids that additional steswill be found. Three prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd area
(within one mile). Site 19-FR-210 is located on the opposte sde of Greenfield Road acrossfrom the Alvah
Mill. That Ste was located in 1983 during archaeologicd testing for the proposed Greenfield Road
Recongruction Project. Cultural materia recovered from the Ste includes chert, rhyolite and quartz chipping
debris, cacined bone, and Middle Woodland ceramic fragments. The Site was reported to extend lengthwise for
a leest 150 meters dong Greenfield Road, however, itswidth is unknown indicating it may extend across the
road onto the Alvah Stone Mill property. The Frankus Site, 19-FR-211, dso pardlds Greenfield Road
immediately north of the district. That Ste may dso be located on both Sdesof the road, possibly extending
into the digtrict. Envirormiental characterigtics of the district represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainege,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of prehistoric Stes. Well-drained, level to
moderatdly dopingriverineterraces and the southem border of the Montague Plain are located in dose
proximity to wetlands throughout much of the district. Some stegply doped aress are dso present. The
Sawmill River flows northerly dong the district's eestem boundary then westward through the district north of
Center Strest.  Thistributary drains westward to the Connecticut River located approximately 15 milesto the
west. Two fall lines are present dong the Sawmill River within the district. Theseformations may further
enhancethe Ste potentia of this areq, especidly as a Ste location focused onfisheryactivities. Smdler dreams
ae d0 present immediatdy beyond the digtrict boundaries inseverd arees. Given the above information,
known pattems of prehistoric settlement in the region, the sze of the digtrict, and the presence of a known ste
within the district, prehistoric dte potentia is demongrated and ahigh potentia exists that additional dteswill
* befound.

A high potential ds0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district athough much of it
remains to be documented. Colonia settlement of the areabegan in the early 18" century after mogt hodtilities
with Native American groups had ended. By the mid-18"* century, Montague Center was afocal point of
sttlement in the area Basad on interpolationsof available population and housing data, it hes been etimated
that by ca 1754, twenty to forty houses were located in Montague Center Village (Tanner 2001:43). Whilethis
edimate includes residentia, commerciad and industrial Structures and arees beyond the district boundaries,
available evidence acocounts for a least 21 dwellings (Tanner 2001 :Figure 3.4) within the district. Since only
one building datingto 1754 or earlier islisted on the district data sheet, the datapresented above clearly
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illustrates archaeologica potentia for Stesdating to this period in the district. Additional historical resserch
combined with archaeologicad survey and testing may help locate evidence of the wide variety of historic dtes
present in the district. Two paisaded dwellings have been identified in Montague Center by 1754, however,
both structures are believed to be located outsde the district on the periphery of the village. Additional resserch
may identify smilar fortified aress in the district areaof the Center. Stmctural evidence may exist from mills
reported to exist a fall lines dong the Sawmill River a the northem limits of the district after 1716.
Archaeologica evidence assodated with resdentid dwellings, probably parts of farmsteads should o exist.
Stmctura evidence of the town's first meetinghouse, built in 1750, may dso survive on Center Street on the
northem sdeof the green. Evidence from occupationd related features (frash pits, privies, wells) represent
ancother potentially important resource category associated with archaeologica stesfrom the district's early
stlement period. Occupationa related features should aso survive with the Root Tavem (1735) on North
Sunderland Road, the oldest building in the district. Archaeologica potentid incresses after 1750 as Montague
Center developed into the focal point of settlement and principal mill seet of the region. Much of the settlement
and industrial growth during this period occurred around and asareault of the Alvah StoneMill Ste located a
the northem end of the village. The 1764 Elisha Root map illustrates two gristmills & the Alvah StoneMill dte
between Greenwich Road and the Sawmill River. The second mill Ste is probably the dite of the later Lawrence
Mill, located gpproximately 200 feet downgream from the Alvah StoneMill. Both the Alvah StoneMill and
the Lawrence Mill Ste are listed on the National Regiger of Historic Faces. The Alvah StoneMill has been
assocdiated with the earlier Josgph Root and Root's Mill. That reationship is bassd on an 1835 conveyance
record for what became the SloneMill by referringto it as"Root's Mill". Thisassociaion and cartographic
evidence datethe two gristmillsto 1764 or earlier. Foundation remains can exist from these early mills,
possibly incorporated into later mills. Stmctura evidence from reated waterpower resources including
headraces, tailraces, candsand whedpits may dso exist. Stonework from damsmay aso survive from this
period. Itisunclear whether or not a second dam was present a this early date or whether the sscond mill
somehow functioned with water power fromthe first dam. If a sscond dam did exist, it was probably located at
the lower fallswhere alaer dam was congmcted. |f a sscond dam was present a this location, archaeologica
aurvivas from many of the waterpower rdated smctures listed above and dam abutments or footings may exidt.
. Industrial and residentia growth during the late 18" and 19" centuries together with afirein 1889 combineto
increese the potential for locating sStesthroughout that period. In soite of this potentia during the district's
gregtest period of growth in the 19* century, potential Stesare underreported. Mot residences and commercid
buildings were concentrated aong the Main Street corridor, the primary axis of Montague Center.  Settlement
aso occurred dong Sde Stregts leading from this corridor. Potentia Stesin the areamay include structural
evidence of resdences, farmgeads, outbuildings, and occiipational related features dating to the 18" and
possibly early 19" century period when agriculture wes still important. Ascommercid and industrial
devdopment increased, the potentia increesesfor locating those Stes as well as dteswith more exclusively
resdential functions. Resdences gopeared throughout the district. Small mills, manufactories and shops dso
gppeared throughout Montague Center, especidly on the eet Sde of the village, where the Sawmill River
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flowed through the reer of the Main Street lots. The eest Sde of Main Street should contain the grestest
concentration of potential dtesin the district. In 1889, afire, that reportedly sarted in Rugg's Reke factory
near South Street, consumed most of the small factories, shops and resdences dong the eet Sde of Main
Street. While much of this areawas redeveoped by resdentiad constmction by 1920, ssmctura evidence of
these dtes and occupationd related features may survivein the area. A reduced potentia for similar Stes may
dso exist in other aressof the district. Documented potential Stesfrom this period may include the SS. Holton
House Site (c. 1850) on Tumers Falls Road, a shoe shop Site (1842) a theN. C. Brewer House a 66 Main
Stredt, a cariage shop dte (c. 1850) a the Dr. FA. Deane House on 45 Main Street, ablacksmith shop site (c.
1837) a the JH. Morse House a 44 Main Street and the Richardson Fumiture factory on Main Street. The
potential for recovering industrial related archaeologica resources continues in the vicinity of the Alvah and
Lawrence Mill dteswell intothe 20" century. Additional historical reseerch combined with archaeologica
urvey and testing may aso help locate and mgp the cand system that ddivered water power from the Sawmill
River to mills and factories dong the Main Streat corridor. Archaeologica evidence may aso be present that
documents how the functions of water power reated resources changed as power sysemsin the district evolved
and as industrial nesdschanged. Archaeologica resourcesmay aso exist in the vicinity of the Locust Hill
Cametery (c. 1760) on Tumers Fals Road. Unmarked gravesfimeraryrdated artifacts and evidence of fence
lines and cametery rdlated smctures may exist within and around the cemetery border.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Montague Center Higtoric Didtrict is significant as adistinctive example of asmal rural
New England village center surviving essentidly intact from its peek period of development in
the 19" century. It contains awide range of historic resourcetypes, such as acommunity burial
ground, saw and grist mills, manufactories, churches, a school, shopsand ores, and atown hall.
Montague Center is particularly distinguished by aremarkable collection of housesdesgned in
the Gresk Reviva style, many quite aborately, built during its heyday from 1830 to 1850. In
addition to their distinctive Classcd facades, mogt of the large housesof this period were
erected a the front of a string of connected back buildings that terminated with subgstantia bams.
The village was laid out with long lots with narrow frontages that hed agricultural functions in
the back. Asthe location of early industrid stes on the Sawmill River and the nexus of
trangportation routes, Montague Center became ahub of commercid activity in centra Franklin
County in the mid-1700's. Surrounded by productive farmland, the village was ideally sited for
sttlement.  Asthe Connecticut River became more indudtridized in nearby Turners Falls,
Greenfield, and Hadley in the mid-19 century, smal manufactories gppeered in Montague
Center, dong with factory housing, which increesed the sze and dengity of the smdl rural
community. Asaresult, it acquired adiversity of type and scaeinitsarchitecture that was
vmusd for avillage itssize. Astheindustrial economy of westem Massachusettsdeclined in
the 20" century, Montague Center gradudly retumed to its earlier pastora incarnation. Factories
no longer exigt, the mills have been put to other uses and only one gore remans in business.
New housssreplaced dwellings lost in an 1839 fire that swept dong the eet Sde of Main Stret
and consumed many small factories and shopsdong apower cand from the Sawmill River. The
latest of these houses datesto the 1920s A new school was built in 1950 after afire destroyed
its predecessor afew yearsearlier. An older schodl still exists on Main Stredt; it was converted
to afactory in the late 1800sand later to housing. A small number of houses have gopeared in
Montague Center ance World War |I; however, their impact on the historic gopearance of the
district isnegligible. Asitdid 100 years ago, Montague Center's distinctive plan, a crossroads
village organized aroimd agreen, vividly conveys the image of amid-19" century mral New
England town with an vimusud concentration of Gregk Reviva-period architecture.

Background

Given its proximity to Deerfield, itislikely that the Pocumtuck Indians inhabited what isnow
the Town of Montague during the Contact Period (1500-1620). The Norwottuck tribe, centered
in Northampton and Hadley, would have aso occupied parts of Montague as well. Although no
documented Contact Period Stes have been identified, there is evidence that Native Americans
were active inthe area. Native groups probably occupied severd Stesin the town including
Tumers Fals, Millers Falls, the flood plains of the Connecticut River, and the Montague Plain.
The fallsare said to have aitracted significant numbers of natives during the spring Spawning

(continued)
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mns of sdmon and shad. The Montague Plain and arees watered by the Connecticut and
Sawmill Riverswould have supported early agriculture. Montague was traditionally known as
an excdlent areafor hunting. Trailsestablished by the Pocumtucks and Norwottucks formed the
basisfor anetwork of roadsand were adetermining factor in the later settlement of the town.
The magjor north-south trail followed Taylor Hill Road and Old Sunderland Road to the Sawmill
River. Thetrail forded the river, then followed the route of Montague Road to Old Northfield
Road. An dtemative north-south trail was reported dong the Sawmill River valley dong
Chegtnut Hill Road to Federa Street.

An atack onthe Pocumtuck territory by Mohawk forces from New York and Canedainca 1664
resulted in the destruction of severd Pocumtuck villages including Peskesmskut in Tumers Falls,
Caroheegan in Montague City, and Mattampash in Montague Center.  These atackswere
among a sariesof many setbacks that eventualy ended in the disgppearance of Native Americans
fi"om the area. During the Plantation Period (1620-1675), land divisionswere begun that
ultimately led to the creation of Montague Center as adistinct community. The land was first
part of the vast Hadley Plantation that was established in 1661. Thenitwas apart of
Swampfield, which the Generd Court of the Colony of Massachusetts granted to agroup of
petitioners from Hadley in 1673. But the continuing conflict among the Native Americans mede
it too dangerousfor settlersto venture into the Montague areauntil the turn of the 18* century.
With the soreed of King Philip'sWar to westem Massachusettsin 1675, Native American
groups clustered in the Montague and Deerfield areadriving out the few Europeans settled there
to the pdisaded townsinHatfield and Hadley. A large encampment of natives a Turners Fals
was decimated in the Spring of 1678 by amilitia troop from Springfield led by Captain William
Tumer. The native King Philip was killed during this engagement, and survivorswere driven
fromtheregion.

Confrontations between Native Americans and European settlers continued into the Colonial
Period (1675-1775). There were aseriesof encounters known collectively as King William's

. War from 1688 to 1698 and as Quean Annes War from 1703 to 1713. Skirmishes continued in
the region until 1725 when atreaty was Sgned in Boston. Colonists began to retum to
Swampfield by 1714. In 1718 Swampfield was incorporated as Sunderland. The proprietors
partitioned the grant into lotsin 1729-30; the areanorth of the Sawmill River, known as Hunting
Hills, remained undivided and held in common. Thisnorthem part was divided fi-om Sunderland
and incorporated as a sgparate parish in 1751, On December 22, 1753, the Generd Court of the
colony passed an act authorizing the erection of the north Parish of Swampfield into a separate
district by the name of Montague.

(continued)
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The Settlement of Montague Center

Loca higtorians datethe first settlement of Hunting Hills as either 1715-16 when Edward Ailing,
his son Edward Ailing, J. and Benjamin Munn erected a sawmill on the Sawmill River (Fiske),
or 1726-27 when Ebenezer Marsh built asmall cabin and the first farm was established on
Taylor Hill (Presey). Thisdigpute reflectsthe two agpects of the town that were beneficia to
settlement: abundant water for industrial power and productive agricultural land. Early
economic activity in the town was centered in agriculture. Loca crops were distributed asfar
south as Hartford, Connecticut viathe Connecticut River. Livestock production and lumbering
were important occupations. By the 1750's, Montague Center had developed as the hub of the
settlement. 1t was located a the principal mill seet of the region, which supported grist and saw
mills, now known as the Alvah Stone Mill and the Lawrence saw mill, respectively (NR-listed as
Alvah SoneMill, 1997). It was ds0 Sted a ariver crossng and a the intersection of early
trails, including the north-south routesto Tumers Falls, Millers Falls, Sunderland, and Greenfield
and the eest-west road to the ferry. Root's Tavern on the Sunderland Road (Photo #6) was
supplying to the nesdsof travders and loca resdentsby 1751. The two-gory, center-chimney
house is adigtinguished example of Colonial Period architecture in Massachusetts and isthe only
building dating to the 18" century remaining in the historic district. The classc Connecticut
Valley doorway in the center of the faBade is areproduction. Root's Tavem was where the town
government was organized, and the Congregationa Church held itsfirst meetings. The
Congregationd Church's first meeting house was congructed in Montague Center in 1753 and
began the definition of the green. The town's first schoolhouse and animal pound were built
nearby in 1757 and 1766, respectively. None of these early buildings are extant.

There were 64 familiestotaling 392 people living in 49 householdsin the precinct of Montague
in 1765. Most of the inhabitants were former resdents of Deerfield and Sunderland, with a smal
number coming from Greenfield and Hadley. The 1771 tax list identified 74 housss in
Montague; in 1776 the population was recorded a 575. Resdentsraised pigs, cows and sheep,
and produced cider, hay and grain for market. Lumber continued to be aprincipa part of the
local economy. Beginning in the 1770 many of Montagues farmers expanded their mixed
crop agricultureto include stall-feeding cattle to diversify their income. The town'sfertile
intervale lands were well-suited to fattening cattle, which required productivefiel dsand
meedows and abundant pagture. Smdler farmsraised four head of cattle on the average; larger
farmsraised as many as twenty. They were driven to the Brighton sock yards outside Boston
for daughter. Agricultura prosperity together with the intensive industriaization of the
Connecticut River and its mgjor tributaries led to arapid increase in population in Montague,
particularly as the eestem regions of New England became overpopulated and pipneers gradudly
pushed farther wedt.

(continued)
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Montague Center inthe 19" Century

Industrial development intensified in the Town of Montague in the early 19" century. TheFifth
Massachusetts Turnpike was congmcted through the town, and in 1800 acand was opened that
bypassed Tumers Fals and improved transportation dong the Connecticut River. A dam and
power system was cregted dong with the cand, which atracted new industry to the region. At
Montague Center, agriculture, commerce, milling and small indudtries proliferated. Water-
powered industry along the Sawmill River expanded with eight mills identified on a 1794 mep of
the town. Twoof thesewere in Montague Center, the Alvah StoneMill (NR 1997) and the
nearby Lawrence Saw Mill. Cloth mills provided carding and fulling functions for areawool
producers. Elihu Root congmcted asav mill onacand off the Sawmill River on the edgeof the
villagein ca 1815 Thisdgte isnow occupied by the Dyke Mill, which hes served various
industrial and manufacturing functions in years ance (Photo #14).

Aaron Gateswes ingtaled as the ssoond minister of the Montague Congregationa Church in
1807. A new brick dwelling was congmcted for him just eest of the meeting house (Photo #12).
The two-story housewithfive-bayfaBade is adistinctive example of the Federd period
architecture of westem Massachusatts With the boom of Gresk Revival houses that followed,
the Gates House is now arare specimen of Neoclassca design in Montague Center.

By 1830, Montague Center had grown and matured into an established mral village servinga
productive agricultural region. The village boasted a progperous group of merchants, lawvyers,
and doctors as well as craftsmen, mill workers, and laborers. Many of the successftil
busgnessmen and professiondss built fashionable new housestaking advantage of the variety of
building materids being produced locally: granite blocks and dabs, bricks and lumber. The
constmction of two churchesfacing the village green in the 1830sreflect the exceptiond interest
in architectural desgn in Montague Center and itsidentification with the Gresk Revival style.
The churches replaced the original Congregationd meeting house, which had been ripped gpart
in ariot in January 1834, the culmination of fin angry digoute among religious factionswithin the
congregation. This schism was prompted, in part, by socid upheavdsin the growing village ad
its diversifying population where differencesof dass, wedth, and occupation divided the
citizenry. The new Congregationa Church, erected by the more established, orthodox members
of the church, was a subgtantia brick edificewith amonumenta wooden Doric portico and
tower (Photo #1). Loca builders Henry and Zubina Taylor constmcted the church in 1834, and
based the design on platesfrom Asher Benjamin's American Builder's Companion. Winthrop
Clapp, amore experienced builder in Montague Center, likely advised the Taylors on the job.
Clapp was the town's magter builder and a prominent member of the church, but weas unable to
undertake the job due to iliness. Hedied before the building was completed. The
Congregational Church dwarfed the new Unitarian Church built by the defectors in both scde

(continued)
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and style (Photo #2). The smdler and plainer Unitarian Church, reflected both the modest meens
and defiant posture of its congregation. It was built of wood and without aportico, but it still

was designed with adistinctive facade with a Gresk pediment supported by pilasters and pointed
arch openings in the avant garde Gothic Reviva style!

Numerous buildings were built over the next decade around Montague Center's triangular
commons that continued to emphasze the Greek Revival style and provided a sense of visua
unity to the goace. The village schooal, built a the south end of the green in 1837, was alarge,
rectangular two-story acedemy building (Photo #7). Itslong elevation was oriented to the Sreet
with apedimented entrance pavilion in the center. The roof comice returned acrossthe gable
endsto endosefull pediments onthose devations. Although dtered in years Snce to fiinction as
afactory and more recently amultiple dwelling, the schoal retains the form, proportionsand
many of the architectural dements of the Gregk Reviva syle in which it was originally

desgned. Edward W. Chenery's sore was centered on the north sde of the green, just eedt of the
original meeting house site (Photo #15). Built in 1838, itstwo-story, geble end faced the Srest
and was supported by four dender, unfluted wood columns that echoed the verticality of the
churches. Winthrop Clapp's son, Horatio Clapp, built anew housefor Edward W. Chenery on
the the green next to the new Congregational Churchin 1838 (Photo #11). In addition to his
occupation as amerchant, Chenary 0 sarved as town clerk (1837-42) and sdectman (1841).
The house is atwo-gory,fi-ont-gabl ehouse with aprominent pediment and Doric porch across
the first story. Itisadistinctive example of the domedtic application of the Greek Reviva syle
with athree-bay faBade, 9de-passage plan, front porch, and a garret window piercing the
pediment. Like most other housesof its scadein the village, it was congmcted with attached
outbuildings and bam in thereer.

The influence of Asher Benjamin's popular pattern books is d<o evident in the house that
merchant Edvvad L. Delano built ca 1838 just south of Edward W. Chenery's houseon Main
Street (Photo #5). Ddano dso sarved terms as town clerk and sdectman from 1835 to 1837.
The two-gtory, front-gable housewas more daborate than its neighbor, with afully deveoped
Doric porch projecting from the fafade. A heavy, trabeated doorway into the Sde-passage house
was modded after the frontispiece in Benjamin's The Practical House Carpenter.  This house
was dso built with the characterigtic atached outbuildings and bam in the reer. Across Main
Street, the miller Alvah Stone had built a more traditional two-story, sde-geble housewith a
five-bay faBade and center passage plan updated with Gresk Reviva-style decoration afew years
ealier. Stonesneighbor to the north, J. Leamed, built ahouse of smilar scade and design, but
employed brick rather than wood as the wall materia. A store was located in this house for

Y, . (continued)

' Theinformation about buildings and buildersin this and subsaouat peragrgohs rdies heavily on the reseerch ad
exzy of LindaHint McCldland, "The Gresk reviva Architecture of Montague™ 1979.
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many yrars Numffrous smaler and looo omomentod Gregk RLvivdl-Mlyle dwellings wiIL built uii’
Main and Center Streats during the period (Photo #17). There were examples of the ubiquitous
one-gory center-chimney form embelished with pronounced facdas and trabeated doorways.
There were ds0 smdler versons of the front-gable, three-bay faBade house reduced to one and
one-half gories in height and with plainer Gresk Reviva ornament. In both cases, connected
outbuildings were the norm, but proportionally smdler than their more elite counterparts.

This period of growth culminated with the largest and most extravagant Greek Reviva temple-
form housein the village. Merchant John Senderson Ward's substantia residence on Center
Street was built for him by his father, Henry Ward, as awedding present in 1848. Known as
"Squire Ward," Henry Ward was Montague Center's wedlthiest citizen, and the house with its
huge attached bam convincingly conveyed that fact. The building wes built by Luke O. Leach of
Wendell, Massachusetts.  Rather than using Asher Benjamin's pattem books. Leach relied on
Minard Lefever's more florid Gresk Revival desgn modds illustrated in hisbooks The Modern
Builder's Guide (1833) and The Beauties of Modern Architecture (1835). The Ward House hed a
huge Doric porch cgoped by apediment with wide raking comices enclosng a triangular
window. The door and window surrounds on theflush-boardfeBade were ddlicate by
comparison. An unusudly tall entablature extended around the sdesof the building.

Montague Center experienced its period of grestest growth from 1830to 1860. By mid-century,
the village boagted a significant number of manufacturers producing candy, rakes, scythes, palm-
leaf hats, boots, carriages and fumiture. Smal mills, manufactories, and shops gppeared
throughout the town, particularly on the eest Sde of the village where the Sawmill River flowed
through the rear of Main Strest lots. Smdl power candswere dug to bring water power even
closer to the core of the community. Thisdeve opment was given aboost in the constmction of
the Massachusatts and Vermont Railroad in 1851 and the New London and Northem Railroad in
1855. Both lines camewithin amile of the village green and established dations f9r Montague
Center. G.B. Richardson opened achair factory in the old saw mill on Center Street in 18%4.

L ater, thisbudness was moved upstream towards the south sde of the village where it continued
to operate for many years. Augustus Dyke moved into the old factory and operated aplaning
mill, and the building was known as DykesMill ever ance (Photo #14). The Montague Boot
and Shoe Company was cregted by Richard Clapp, SC. Wells and John Ward in 1856. It
occupied abuilding owned by George A. Clapp, which later became the home of the Montague
Masonic Lodge (Photo #8). Thisenterprise grew to be the largest industry in Montague Center
and employed a sufficient number of people to warrant the construction of new housing. To
accomplish this. Union Street was cut behind the house lots on the eest Sde of Main Stret south
of Center Street. The company built saven small cottages a the south end of thestreet and more
filled in on vacant lots plotted there Photo #16). These pattem book houseswere uniformly
designed in afront-gable and wing form popular in the period. Amos Rugg operated arake

(continued)
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in Montague Center, including acariage chop, atin shop, ablacksmith shop, and a store.

Remarkably, the new industrial, commercid, and domestic buildingsin Montague Center
maintained the Gresk Reviva-styledesign of their predecessors, dthough alightening of comice
and porch dements occurred. Ficturesque Gothic and Itdianate dements were aso introduced
but were fa more restrained than the Greek Revival architecture. One exception was Josgph H.
Root's house on Center Strest, built for him by Alpheus Moorein T 81 (Photo #3).  While
repeeting the front-gable and wing form of a number of Greek Reviva-style housesin the
village, it was devoid of ay Classcd omament. Ingead, the house was decorated with much
lighter and attenuated Renaissance-ingoired details and contained the compelling feeture of degp
overhanging eavesa the roofline supported by widely spaced, scrolled brackets. The void
between the front gable and the recessad wing was filled with apiazza with pierced postsand
frieze. Josgph H. Root was a partner in the Chenary Store. He sarved as a sdectman from 1866
to 1877 and town clerk from 1867 to 1884. Root was dso adate senator. He seams to have
followed in his builder's footsteps. Alpheus Moorewas a sdectman in 1851 and 1852 and acted
& the moderator of town meetings from 1848 to 1883. Furthermore, he was dected to the Sate
legidature in 1850 and 1851 as arepresentative of the Free Soil Party.

A powerful manifestation of Montague Center's growth and influence was the constmction of the
Town Hall in 1858 (Photograph #13).  The two-story brick building was desgned in a Greek
Reviva style with acomice and bold pediment formed of brick in the front gable. This
prominence was short-lived, however. The adminigrative offices for the Town of Montague
were moved to Tumers Falsin 1870, reflecting how Montague Center had been eclipsed by its
indugtrial rival to the north. Severd factors contributed to the village's decline during the 1860's
Given the impetus for industrial expanson and growth, Montague Center could not satisfy the
demand for greater power and improved transportation. Accordingly, busnesses migrated from
Montague Center to other locationsin the town or to other towns entirely. Tumers Falsand
Millers Falls were better equipped to supply the nesds of busnesses competing in the expanding
and evolving New England industrial economy. While initially successful in supporting an
agricultural community with mills, smal cottage industries and craft shops, Montague Center
could not kegp up with the times.

The population of the entire Town of Montague grew steedily from 1,518 individuasin 1830to
2,224 in 1870. Most of this growth took place in Tumers Falls. Montague Center experienced
little growth in this period, and its population gradualy declined through the rest of the 1800s
and intothe early 20¢ century. George A. Clgpp's house and store on the west 9de of Main

Street bumed to the ground in 18385 dong the houseof his southem neighbor GB.  Richardson's
house. Henry Root bought the property and built the store building thet is presently there
(Photograph #9). Condgent in itstwo-story, front-gable form with its older context, the building

(continued)
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had none of the ponderous roof decoration and trim of its Greek Reviva-style predecessors The
eaves projected substantialy from the roofs edge, and the front gable was ornamented with a
modest verge board. Door and window heeds were pointed in a Ficturesque Gothic fashion, and
the porch ssmcture was devoid of columns and other Classicd dements. A bam that hed
aurvived the fire was moved to the back of the large double-width lot and converted into a
resdence. Itislikely that Station Street (aka School Street Extension) was cut through from
Main to the new School Street where anew school was built on the Ste of the present school
building. After the school moved, Emil Weisbrod established afactory in the old school
building to produce pocketbooks and wallets (Photo #7). Weisbrod moved this business to
Greenfield in 1887.

After fire destroyed the Rugg Rake Factory in 1889, Amos Rugg aso moved to Greenfield. The
fire that destroyed the reke factory devadated the eedt Sde of Main Street taking Richardson's
fiimiture factory dong with it. 1t goared the Montague Boot and Shoe Factory, but the fire was
consdered the final blow to Montague Center's busness economy.  The inevitablerebuilding
after the fire introduced new architectura forms and designsto the old Gresk Revival-style
dregtscgpe. A new housewss erected onthe Main Stregt frontage of the Ste of Richardson's
fumiturefactory, designed in the squarish form and decoration of the Quean Anne period of
architecture. 1t was modedt, but itsinforma Romantic aesthetic was quite adeparture from the
Classcd context inwhich it gopeared. Dr. Anson Cobb's home on the eest Sde of Main Stret
was destroyed by the fire. It was one of the village's older houses that was moved to the location
fromthe dte of the Dyke Mill whenitwas built on Center Street. I1n 1892, Dr. Cobb built anew
house that had the same two-story, front-gable form and Sde-passage plan as many of Montague
Center'solder buildings, but it was embdlished with dramatically new ornamentation inthe
Stick Style (Photograph # 10). Decorative trusses and verge boards were applied to theraking
edge of the wide eaves on the front gable, and the front porch was detailed with tumed posts,
pierced frieze and arcaded baugtrade. New constmction did not occur on the remaining two lots
imtil the 20* century, which added popular pattem book desgnsto the historic village plan: a
Four-Square housewith detached garagein ca 1910 and a gambrel-roof Colonia with detached
garage about a decadke later.

The Stone family continued to operatethe grist mill a the north end of Montague Center until
1856, after which it was owned and operated by a succession of millers through to the end of the
century. The aging facility continued to sarve adwindling agricultural commimity. Production
a the Lawrence's saw mill had evolved to where iswas usad to meke fig boxes and dean
capets. T.F. Harrington purchased the mill, and it was converted to an eectric plant to provide
power to a gtreetcar line congmcted in village. With the economy and populationin decline,

(continued)
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Montague Center returned to a quieter, pedolrd state. This condition prompted a phenomenon
that has assodiated the village with the intemational Arts& Crafts Movement. Boston
theologian and socid reformer Edward Pearson Pressey brought his ideasfor aUtopian craft
community to Montague Center in 1901. New Clairvaux was conceived as aretum to apre-
industrial, craft society in responseto the economic inequities and mord dilemma of urban
society. Pressey endeavored to foster the production of hand-crafted domestic products and
cregte amore ethical and spiritual community through manua work. When he failed to atract a
sufficient number of craftsmen to participate in New Clairvaux, Pressey created a schoadl to
educate children in the crafts and the value of work. This effort dso proved unsuccessful. To
promote his ideas and the virtues of lifea New Clairvaux, Pressey published ajoumal entitled
Country Timeand Tide (named for John Ruskin's book Timeand Tide) on apressin Montague
Center operated by Carl Purington Rollins. When Pressey finally gave up on the colony and
moved to Vermont in 1911, Rollins gayed on and continued to operate a print shop out of the old
Dyke Mill. Hebuilt ahouse behind the mill inasmple. Colonia style decidedly influenced by
his Arts & Crafts sengbility. Both buildings are important surviving landmarks of this unique
period of Montague Center'shigtory. Rollinsand his family left the villagein 1920 to work as
the univergity printer a Yae University where he established arenown as a mader of the
printer's craft.

The 1930switnessed arebirth of Montague Center'smills. 1n 1933, Frank Martin purchased the
idle Alvah StoneMill to manufacture stamping dies and marking machines. His machines
enjoyed wide suocoess because they could meke precise markings on curved surfaces. They were
designed to make impressions on awide variety of objectsincluding shovel handles, scissors,
golf clubs, hammers, musicad ingmments, Oneida serling silver tableware, Louisville Sugger
bats, and artillery shell casngs. Edward E. Whitney hed rebuilt the dam in 1901 for then-owner
George Stratton, and Martin hed the water whed replaced with aturbine to power the factory.
The Martin Machine Company operated until 1987. About the same that Frank Martin was
modemizing the old grist mill, the Fiske family had recovered the Lawrence ste and put it back
into production as asawv mill. Fiske built alarge house north of the Martin factory in 1941.

There was modest growth in the historic district during first half of the 20* century. Two new
housesbuilt on lots deared by the fire of 1839 have dready been discussed above, and there are
afew othersof note. A digtinctive Colonial Revival house replete with connected outbuildings
and huge gambrel-roof bam, was erected on the north end of Main Street in the early 1900s. A
Bunga ow-style house was built on Union Street amid the older worker housing. Two Craftsman
cottageswere built a the upper end of Main Street assodiated with the mills located there. A
Saars & Roebuck Co. prefab house was brought into Montague Center by railroad and erected on

(continued)
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alot on School Street. The Montague Center School burned in the late 1940s and was replaced
with anew Colonia Reviva style school in 1950. The playgrounds acrass School Street hed
been donated to the school district by the village's school children in ca 1910. Two new
subdivisions occurred within the old village plan after 1950 and are considered non contributing.
Ore gtring of fivehouses on the eet Sde of North Street haes been excluded from the historic
district dthough most of the houseswere designed as Cape Cod-style houssstypical of earlier
formsin the community. The sscond subdivision on Newton Lane off School Street has been
captured within the historic district. Two of the post-1960 houses are cgpes with garages
connected by breezeways that havethe effect athough not the orientation of connected buildings
in the 19* century housesin the village.

Montague Center is an important surviving example of asmall, 19* century New England
village with its characteristic mix of domestic, agricultural, commercid, religious, civic ad
industrial buildings. Prospering and building up quickly in the 1830-1850 period, the village hes
an exceptiona collection of Gregk Reviva architecture of al types, many with distinguished
design features and somewith well-documented building histories where owners, architects and
builders are identified. The dendty and quality of the Greek Reviva period architecture
influenced later development S0 as to create aremarkable unity to the built environment.

Archaeological Signiflcance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement and subssencein the Montague area are poorly
understood, any surviving gtes could be significant. Prehigtoric Stesin thisareamay provide
important information documenting Native American subsgence and settlement adeptations to a
riverine environment, a unique opportunity within the date of Massachusetts The Connecticut
Valey temperate forest riverine environment differs from more eastem parts of the Sate that
contain extensve coadd and lake resources. Prehistoric Stesin thisareaoffer an opportunity to
dudy Native American adaptations in ariverinearea not influenced by the presence of these
resources. The andysis of human adaptation to ariverine environment may contribute important
informationin avariety of topical arees The location of two fall linesin the Sawmill River may
indicate the potential for recovering information related to Native fishery activities. Fall lines
were favored stesfor the exploitation of anadromous fish resources during different seesons of
theyear. Thisandyds may contribute important information relating to the seesond agpects of
Native sattlement and subsgence pattems usad in the area. The presence of aknown prehistoric
gte on Greenfield Road, oppodte the Alvah Mill Complex, dso indicates the potentia for
research into severd important aress basad on cultural materia recovered fromthat Ste and their
extension into the nominated area. Prehistoric materids recovered in the district indicate the
potentia for the sudy of ceramic technology and style, especidly during the Middle Woodland

(continued)
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period. Anaysisinthese areas may contribute significant information relating to Native
American socid organization during different periods of prehistory. Stesin thisareamay dso
contribute information on loca/regiona pattemsof prehistoric exchange. The location of
prehistoric gtesinthe district within the larger Cormecticut River Valey riverine sysem may
have enabled Native Americans in the areato participate within aregionally important
north/south communication and exchange corridor during the prehistoric period. Tributary
dreamsof the Connecticut River including the Sawmill River may have sarved as east/iwest
corridors within that larger sysem. These networks may havefacilitated the exchange of goods,
people, and ideasindicated in cultura materiad such as ceramics, lithics, features, and the intemad
configuration of dtesin the area

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to document the socid,
cultural, and economic characteridtics that enabled Montague Center to quickly evolve from a
mral agricultural community to the hub of commercid activity in Centra Franklin County
during the first half of the 18* century. Archaeological resources can hep document the growth
of the Center through its peek period of development in the mid-19* century and decline
thereafter. Historical ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may help locate
examples of early settlement in the digtrict that no longer survive. Stmctura evidence of
resdences and outbuildings assodaed with early farmsteads can help document the role of
agriculture in the early settlement and its relationship with industry that developed early a the
northern end of the village. Archaeologica resources may help document the point a which
industry ceasaed to ssmply support local agricultura interests and became aprimary focusin the
community. Montague Center developed around the ste of the Alvah StoneMill as arural
commercid and industrial center. Archaeologica testing around the Alvah StoneMill and the
Lawrence Mill dte hes the potentia to document the full range of occupation for both mills, and
their earliest period of congmction and use, an unknown factor today. Anaysis of
archaeological information and the architectural details of existing structures can document the
sequence of constmction for eech mill and which portions, if ay, were incorporated into later
buildings. These gudies can dso document dterations to the mills as their functions changed or
& newfiinctionswere added. Archaeologica reseerch a the Alvah and Lawrence mill sitescan
aso document the evolution of waterpower systemsat the mill complex and the waterpower
relationship between the two mills. Archaeologica testing in the vicinity of waterpower related
admctures and later detailed andyds of the layout of these components hes the potentia to
determine the constmction datesfor the two damsand which portions of earlier dams may
survive within the present structures.  Archaeologica testing can dso be used to determine
whether adam a the lower fallswas congmcted a the same time the dam for the Alvah Stone

th
Mill was built. The absenceof a seoond damin the 18 century may indicate the potentia for
locating evidence of headraces, tallraces and other candsthat directed water flow between each
mill and the river and between the mills. The methodsof constmction and locations for these

(continued)
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resources are significant information through which the evolution and division of waterpower a
the mill complex can be studied. Wooden as well as masonry dam and waterpower cand
dmctures are present throughout the mill complex related to both mill stes; however, these
resources have not been mgpped or described indetail. Whed pits should also exist for both mill
dmctures. Excavations around the Alvah StoneMill and insde the existing whed pit can
provide important information relating to water whed technology as well as the possible location
of the ca 1764 whed pit. Similar excavations a the Lanrence Mill ste can dso document the
location of that mill's whed pit and modifications that were made as the mill evolved between
functions as agristmill, sawmill, and utility power house. Stmctura evidence from outbuildings
and occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive a each mill.
Detailed andyss of these archaeologicd survivas may dso produce important information
relating to eech mill's industrial functions, technologies employed, products produced and
worker's & the mills. Thisinformation can be used to trace the sawmill and gristmill
technologies over a200-plus year devdopment of industria history in New England. Detailed
andyss of occupationd reated features can d<o provide vauable insghts into the lives of
workers a the mills and by extrapolation the community, including information on such arees as
overall working conditions and the socioeconomic satusof workers. During the latter 18* and
19* centuries, the Montague Center village continued to grow around the mill complex described
above and the growth of waterpower facilities. Stmctura evidence of water cands extending
from the Sawmill River to the Main Streat corridor enabled industries to expand into other arees
of the district where waterpower was nesded but was previoudy non-existent. Archaeologica
evidence of the power cands can hep document their extent in the district, constmction, and the
method for distributing water between different mills. Archaeologica resources associated with
many of the 19* century commercid and industrial Stesin the district may contribute detailed
examples of the industries and support facilitiesrespongble for the successof a 19* century rura
industrial village. Archaeologica resourcesmay contribute information on carriage and
blacksmith shop technologies and the extent to which these trades might be different in an
industrial/commercial community as opposed to amore agriculturally focused community.
Technological information may aso be present for fiimiture, rake and shoe manufacturing
indudtries. Stmctura evidence of residences, outbuildings and occupationa related features
fromthe 19* century may aso contribute important information on village life, especidly as
agriculture ceessd to be of primary importance. Residentid stesduring this period can include
worker's housing and other multi-family units. Information may be present relating to the
ethnicity of workers, family structure, and overall living conditions. Archaeological resources
recovered in the vicinity of the Locust Hill Cemetery may aso contribute important information
on life in the Montague Center community fromthe 18 to 20* centuries. Unmarked gravescan
help reconstmct overal cemeatery boimdaries through time and amdler family, ethnic or other
socio/political areaswithin the cemetery. Post molds or other evidence of fence pods can dso
help recongmct cemetery boundaries. Unmarked graves may dso contribute information on the

(continued)
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treatment of the poor, unknown, and other lessfortunate membearsof the village. The latter
graves were often mede in peripherd aress of the ceametery, often without markers or with
wooden markers.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the historic district encompessall Main Street properties extending from the parcdson th
south sde of the intersection of main with Old Smderland and South Roedsthrough to the bridge across the
Sawmill River a the northem end of the nominated area. On the southem limit, thereisaleg of the district
that enclasesproperties on Old Sunderland Road. The middle part of the district widens to include propertie
on Union Street and Center Street on the eedt Sde of the village, all within the compassof the Sawmill Rive
it wraps around that sde of Montague Center. On the west Sde of Main Stredt, the district boundaries conta
the school and its playground as well as the properties captured in between on School and Station Streets and
Newton Lane. North of the school, the boundary extends acrass Court Square to cormect with the reaer lot lin
of large properties on the eest Sde of Main Street. Three properties on Court Square are contained in the
district, which are the effective limit of contributing properties before the village plan disntegrates dong Ea
Taylor Hill Road. The district boundary north of Center Street and on the eet Sde of Main Street north of th
School Stret™*Court Square intersection encomypesses the flood plains and meedows dong the Sawmill Rive
it bendsindose to the village there. Thisland is now part of agate preserve and contributes to thevisud
character of the village setting and itsrelationship to the waterway. A portion of this areawhich has been
developed with houseshas been mled out of the district dong North Street. The mill Stesdready listed on t
National Regiger north of the bridge acrass the Sawmill River dong Tumers Falls and Greenfield Roads ha
been incorporated into the historic district. Additional properties associated with the history of the millsand
community cemetery complete the district a its northem end. See the attached district mgp amore detailed
description.

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the historic district was drawn to include the extent to which Montague Center developed a
rural commercia and industrial center in the nineteenth century and continued to evolve into the twentieth
century. Itsperiod of significance continues up to 1950 and the boundary is drawn to accommodate growth
this later period, particularly the school and later constmction in that vicinity. Non-contributing properties a
undifferentiated open goace determined the extent of the district, particularly at the south, eest and west 9de
of thedistrict. The cemetery was conddered an important resource and strong anchor for the northern end o
the district.

(end)
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First Congregational Church, 4 North Stret

Unitarian Church / Montague Grange Hall, 34 Main Strest *
Sanator Josgph H. Root House, 21 Center Street

W.H. Ward House, 27 Center Street

Edward L. Delano House, 49 Main Stregt

The Root Tavem, 17 Old Sunderland Roed

Schoolhouse/ Pocket Book Factory, 38 Main Stret

Montague Boot & Shoe Company / Montague Center Masonic Lodge, 59 Main Street
Henry Root Generd Store, 58-60 Main Stret

. Anson Cobb House, 71 Main Strest

. Edward W. Chenery House, 2 North Stret

. Aaron Gate Housg, 18 Main Stret

. Old Town Hall, 1517 Center Strest .
. Dyke Mill, 44 Center Street

Photogrgphs by Pamda Pagpdis, Massachusetts Historical Comm., Boston MA. Photos taken August 1988.

15.

View, north sde of Center Street, north of Cornmon.

Photographs by Neil Larson, Massachusetts Historical Comm., Baoston MA.  Photos taken November 2000.

16.
17.
18.
19,
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

View, west Sde of Main Stregt, north of Court Squere

View, eedt Sde of Tumers FalsRoad from north end of district < ,
View, west dde of Main Stredt, north of Station Strest

View, eedt Sde of Main Strest, south of Station Stregt .
View, south of intersection of Main Streat and Old Sunderland Road

View, Center Street, south side, east of North Stret

View, Union Strest, north of no. 19

Montague Center Schoal, 15 School Street

Playground, School Street, east side, south of Station Street

6 & 8 School Stregt

View, Station Street, eedt from School Strest

5& 7 Court Square
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MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Masssechustts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-016

43-017

43-018

43-019

43-020

43-022

43-033

43-077

43-034

43-076

43-035

43-056

MHC
No.

25

6

26

27

STREET ADDRESS

1 Center S

5 Center S

7 Center S

9 Center S

11 Center S.

15-17 Center S

21 Center S

24 Center S

25 Center S

26 Center S

27 Center S

28 Center S

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Bangs & Ball Co.
shop, offices & garage
houss formerly a
hamness shop & garege

house

houseé& bam;

formerly Pdmer,

Phillips& Co.

Chenay Store; Ste of
first megtinghouse

Town Hall

JH. Root House

Chenary Tenant House

houseé garage

utility building

W.H. Ward House

house & bam

DESCRIPTION

(all buildingsframeconstmction unless otherwise noted)

2 gory front gable roof; detached gerege
2 gory front gable roof; detached gerege
2 gory gable roof; section removed

2 gory, gable roof; converted pocket book
manufactory; detached bam or shop

2 gory, front gable roof, restored storefront
with porch under pediment

2 gory, brick, front gable date roof; ceesd
astown hall in 1870; dso pog office and
library

2 gory, front gable roof with wing,
bracketed comice, omate porch; detached
garage (non-contributing)

1Vz gory, front gable roof with wing;
detached garage

2 gory, Sde gable roof with front gable
dormer. Classicd detail, porch acrass
falade, converted from 1889 carriage
house detached garage (non-contributing)
1 gtory, brick, 9de gable roof; telephone
switching station

2 gory, front geble roof with Doric portico;
back houses detached bam (once atached)
and shed; large parcd of farmland

2 gory, gable roof; detached bam

DATE

1851

Cis31

1910

Cis47

cl840

STYLE

Classcd
Revivd
Gregk
Revival
Federd

Federd

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival

Itaianate
Gresk
Revivad
Classcd
Reviva
utilitarian

Gresk
Revivad

Gresk
Reviva

Pege 1

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding

Building

Building

Building
Outbuilding

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Building

Building
Outbuilding
Ste
Building
Outbuilding

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

O O o0 O0O0000



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-055

43-04

43-053

43-036

43-051
43-037
43-050
43-150
43-049
43-040
44-04
43-009

43-153
43-008

43-116
43-115

MHC

No.

N

STREET ADDRESS

30 Center S.

32 Center S.

34 Center S

35 Center S

36 Center S

37 Center S

38 Center S

39 Center S.

40 Center K.

42 Center S

44 Center .

5 Court Sq

7 Court Sq

8 Court Sq

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

house
house
J. Dugan House

house

JW. Dugan House
houe& shed

Elihu Root House
Dyke House

house

Carl Rollins House
Dyke Mill

Dr. D. Bradford House

house

Merriam King House

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

1Vi gtory, gable roof, center chimney, with
atached beck houses

2 gory, front gable roof, ell and atached
gaage, dding dtered

2 gory, gable roof, center chimney; two
detached sheds

1Vi gtory, gable roof, center chimney, with
atached beck houses sde porch added

2 gtory, gable roof

1Vi story, geble roof, center chimney;
detached shed

2 gory, gable roof, atached garage

2 gory, front gable roof; detached shed
(c)
2 gtory, gable roof, dtered siding

2 gtory, gable roof; assodated with Dyke
Mill (44-054)

2 gtory,frameand brick, geble roof;
impoundment and hydraulic power sysem
2 gory front gable, porches, back houses
and attached bam

1 gtory, front gable; location of bam for 5
Court 5. (43-009); reputedly Ste of early
court house

1Yz gory, front geble roof, center chimney,
atached ell, porch; detached bam; designed
landscepe

DATE

cl860

1912

1912

Ci1870

STYLE

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Federd

Gregk
Revivd
Gregk
Revival
Colonia
Revival
industrial

Gothic
Revivad

Quean

Arme

Itaian
Villa

Pege 2

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Building

Building
Outbuilding-2
Building

Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Building
Structure
Building
Building
Building

Outbuilding
Site

STATUS

contributing or
twn-contributing

C
C
C

c@)
C

0O 000 0 080 000 O

000



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT Pege 3
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Number No. (if known; otherwise building type) (al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted) TYPE n(;?wm&zﬁ:ﬁﬁ{g
42-022 NR 400 Greenfield Rd Alvah Stone Mill 2 story sonemill with four related 1764- Indusfria Building C
42-019 outbuildings, hydraulic sysem and 1934 Outbuilding5  C(5)
mechinery; archeologica dtes (e NR Stmcture C
Nomination Form) Ste C
42-018 428 Greenfield Rd. house 1 gtory, gambrd roof, center chimney, C1940 Colonid Building C
ateched garage Revival
42-024 431 Greenfidld Rd. house 1 gory, date gable roof, center chimney, Ci1830 Gres Building C
moved to Ste in 1901 by Edward Whitaey 1901 Revivd
from dte on eest 9de of Greenfield Road,; C1930
Sudio atached to rear ¢ 1930
42-020 432 Greenfield Rd. Fiske House 2 dory, gable roof, dtered siding 1941 Tudor Building C
Revival
43-004 2 Man &. hou=& garege 2 gory, gable roof; detached garage Ci8/0 Classcd Building C
Cl920 Revivd Outbuilding C
43-160 3 Man & water pollution confrol 1 story, brick, flat roof Cl930 none Building NC
dation
43-005 4 Man S house 1 gory gable roof Cl1920 Bungdow Building C
43-162 6 Main &. house 1 gory, gable roof Cl920 Bungdow Building
43-011 7 Main . Edward W. Fox House 2 gory, geble roof with back houses and 1859 Itaian Building 8
atached bam; large parcd of farmland Villa Ste C
43-006 8 Main S. house & bam 2 gory gable roof with back houses cl900 Classcd Building C
detached bam; large parcd of farmland Reviva Outbuilding C
Site C
43-092 10Main S vecant land building lot (sse 43-006) na na Ste C
43-007 12 Main &. hou= & garage 2 dory gable roof; detached gerege, 3 deds C1900  Classcd Building C
Reviva Outbuilding-4
43-010 17 Main S gore, ges Sation 2 dory, gable roof; large parcd of famland C1850  Gresk Building %)
Revival Ste C
43-003 42 18 Main S Aaron Gate House 2 dory, brick, date gable roof;frameback Cl8%B Feded Building C
43-163 houses and atached bam; large parcel of Ste C

fannland



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusatts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-012

43-102

43-101

43-013

43-152

43-014

43-099
43-099A
43-100
43-015

43-097
43-098
43-079

43-080

43-081
43-082
43-083
43-074

MHC
No.

21 Main St

2 Main &.

24 Main &

25 Main &.

26 Main &

27 Main St

28 Main St

29Main .

30 Main .

3B Main .

7 34 Main &.

8 3B Man &.

9 39 Main .

STREET ADDRESS

HISTORIC NAME

(if known, otherwise building type)

vecant land

K. Bancroft House

R. Brown House

house

houseé& garage

house & garage

Village Common

Unitarian Church /
Grange Hall

School / Pocket Book
Factory / gpartments

First Congregationa
Church Parsonege

DESCRIPTION

(all buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

large meedow in flood plain of Sawmill
River

2 gory, front geble roof, bracketed comice,
with atached back houses, deteched garage,
shed

2 gtory, geble roof; dtered siding, additions

2 gtory, gable roof

2 gory, front gable roof, 2 storyfrontporch
with attached back houses and bam
2 gtory gable roof

1 gory, gable roof

2 gtory front gable roof

2 gory, front gable roof, porch; detached
gaage

Smdl triangular park, grasswith
ornamentd frees; Watering trough (1915),
War Memorid (1954)

Rectangular mral church form, lancet
windows, 2-gage tower

2 gtory academic building, gableroof,
cenfral portico, dtered siding; detached
shed (n/c)

2 gory, front gable roof with atached
beckhouses and bam

DATE

n.d.

cl880

STYLE

N/A

Itaian
Villa

Gregk
Revivd
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Georgian

Ranch
Gresk
Reviva
Itaianate
na
Gothic
Reviva
Gresk

Revivad

Gresk
Reviva

Page 4

RESOURCE
TYFE

Ste

Building
Outbuilding-2

Building
Building
Building
Building

Building

Building

Building

Ste
Object
Object

Building

Building
Outbuilding

Building

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

C

C
C@

C

C
C

NC



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Nimiber

43-084

43-073
43-085
43-070
43-071
43-072
43-086
43-088
43-068
43-087
43-066
43-067
43-155
43-134

43-135

43-132

MHC
No.

24

21

STREET ADDRESS

40-42 Main &

41 Main &.

44 Main St

45 Main St

46 Main &

49 Main St

50 Main &.

51 Main .

53 Main &.
54 Main .

5 Main .

58-60 Main &.

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Avery Clapp House

Rev. E. Moody House

JH. Morse House
Dr. F.A. Deerne House
J. Leamed House &
Sore

Edward L. Ddano
House

Alva Stone House

Vecant land

Pog Office
house & garage

R.N. Clapp Tin Sore

Henry Root Store

DESCRIPTION

(all buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

1Vi gory, geble roof, end chimneys,
detached shop in rear; blacksmith shop dite
infront

2 Story, front gable roof with shop added;
dtered sding; detached garage (n/c)

1Vz gory, gable roof, front porch, atached
back houses, detached shed (n/c);
blacksmith shop Ste

2 gory front gable roof with wing; attached
back houses and detached bam; dsolot
with dte of carriage shop (43-070)

2 gory, brick, geble roof, enfrance altered,;
detached bam in rear (originally associated
with house a 43-087)

2 gory, front geble roof, Sde porch,
atached beck housesand bam

2 gory, gable roof, atached back houses
and garage

Building lot and R.O.W.

1 story, masonry, gable roof
| story, gable roof; detached garage

2 gory, front geble roof, 2-gtory porch on
dfreet and Sde devations, atached back
houses and bam, passageway under back
house on Union &.

2 gory, front geble roof; store goace on
ground floor, dwelling above; bam moved
to reer of property and convertedto
gpatment dwelling in 1969

DATE

cl850

c 1837

cl850

STYLE

Gresk
Revivad

Gresk
Revivd
Gregk
Revival

Gresk
Reviva

Gresk
Revivad

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
na

Gresk

Revivad

Gothic
Reviva

Pege 5

RESOURCE
TYFE

Building
Outbuilding
Site
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Ste
Building
Outbuilding
Site
Building
Outbuilding

Building
Building
Site
Building
Building

Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

000000E0E0000

(@]

NC
NC
NC



MONTAGUE CENTERHISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-136

43-137

43-131

43-130

43-138
43-124
43-139
43-129
43-140
43-141
43-149

43-156
43-XXX

42-021

MHC
No.

2

17

NR

STREET ADDRESS

59 Main .

63 Main S.
64 Main .

66 Main S.

67 Main .
68 Main S.
69 Main .
70 Main .

71 Main S
75 Main S
[76] Main . &

Old Sunderland Rd.

4 Meadow Rd.

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Montague Boot &
Shoe Co.; Montague
Masonic Lodge
house& garage
Kellogg House

N.C. Brewer House

house & garapge
Nettleton House
house& garage
Chandler House

Anson Cobb House

house

highway directional
marker

Lanrence Sawv Mill
Ste

DESCRIPTION

(all buiklings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

2 gory, front gable roof with large central
porch over enfrance, pilasters and pediment

2 gory, gable roof, front porch; detached
gaege

2 gory, front gable roof, atached back
housssand bam

2 gory, front gable roof, sde entrance;
atached back houses, detached bam; shoe
shop ste

2 gory, front gable roof, front porch;
detached garage

17agory, gable roof with heavy Classca
comice; atached bam

2 gory, gambrd roof; detached garage

2 dory, brick, front gable roof; atached
wood back houses detached bam

2 gory, front geble roof, omamented roof
line; detached bam (reputedly incorporates
portion of 1766 school building)

2 gory, front gable roof; atached bam

triangular wood box, hipped roof, names of
towns and digances painted on Sdes;
resored

Two 1 gory mill buildings converted toa
dwelling; visible remains of hydraulic
power sysgem; archeologicd dte

DATE

CI910

C1770

Cl1760

STYLE

Gregk
Revivad

Anne
Gresk
Revival
Gresk
Revival

Four-
uare
Gresk
Revivd
Colonia
Revival
Gresk
Revival
Stick
Syle

Gregk
Revivad

na

Indusfrid

Pege 6

RESOURCE
TYFE

Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Ste

Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Building

Object

Buildings-2
Structure
Ste

STATUS

contrflniting or
non-contributing

C

O 000000 000 000 000

C)

(@]



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-107
43-109
43-108
43-095
43-093
43-096
43-161
43-075

43-078
43-023
43-024
43-23A
43-025
43-026
43-027
42-030
48-018
48-017

48-069

48-020

STREET ADDRESS

2 Newton Ln.
4 Newton Ln.
5 Newton Ln.
6 Newton Ln.
7 Newton Ln.
2 North S.

4 North S.

7 North S
11 North S.

15 North S.

19 North S.

2 Old Sunderland Rd.

4 Old Sunderland Rd.

10 Old Sunderland Rd.

16 Old Sunderland Rd.

HISTORICNAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

house

house
house

Edward W. Chenery

House

First Congregationa
Church

Edward Benton House

house

house & shed;
formerly a school
house moved from
across drest
house & bam

Mrs. Chandler House

house & garage

DESCRIPTION

(all buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

1 story, 9de gable; atached garage

1 sory, 9de gable; atached garege
1 story, gable roof; atached garage
1 gtory, geble roof
1 story, gable roof

2 gory, front gable date roof, Doric porch,
with attached back houses detached bam
Brick, front gable roof, doric portico, 3-
gagewood tower; shed (n/c)

2 gtory, gable roof, back houses and
atached bam

2 gtory, gable roof; formerly assodiated with
#43-023 together with vecant lot

2 gory, front geble cottage with dls;
detached shed; formerly assodiated with
#43-023

1 story gambrd roof with detached mid-19*
century bam

2 gtory, front gable roof, atached back
houses; detached shed (non-confributing)

1 Vi gory, front geble roof, with atached
back houses detached garege (r/c)

172 gory, front gable roof with wing, Gothic
roof trim, atached back houses and bam;
deteched garage (non-contributing)

2 gory, front gable roof, Sde porch, with
atached back buildings and bam; detached
bam (n/c)

DATE

cl850

Ci1870

C1850

STYLE

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revival

Bungdow

Gregk
Revival
Gregk
Revivd
Goathic
Revival

Gresk
Revivad

Pege 7

RESOURCE  STATUS

TYPE

Building

Building
Building
Building
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building

Building
Outbuilding

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Building
Outbuilding

contributing or
non-contributing

NC

NC
NC
NC
NC

00 0 08000

§0 80850 00

50



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachustts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

48-015
48-014
48-013

43-114
43-103
43-104
43-105
43-113
43-112
43-111
43-118
43-121
43-122
43-123
48-035
43-133

43-089
43-159

43-120

43-090

MHC
No.

45

STREET ADDRESS HISTORICNAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

17 Old Sunderland Rd. Root Tavem

23 Old Sundeand Rd. house

3 Schoadl S T.B. Seerle House

6 Schod S. house

8 Schoal S house& gaage

9 Schod S house

11 Schod S house

15 Schodl S school

Schoal S. playground

2 South . Dr. Wright House

6 Station . house& garage

9 Station K. Montague Fire Dept.
Engine House

10 Station S automobile repair shop

11 Sation . hous=e & garage

DESCRIPTION

(all buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

2 gory, gable roof, center chimney,
Deerfield doorway (added); detached bam
2 gory, front gable roof, atached
beckhouses and bam

2 gory, front gable roof, with attached back
housssreputedly datingto 1755

M2 gory, front gable roof, porch; dtered
siding and roofing

1 gory, gambrd roof cottege; prefab house
congdmcted on Ste; detached garage

1 story, geble roof, atached garage

2 gtory, front gable roof, omamented
roofline, atached back buildingsand bam;
addition

1 dory, brick, gable roof, radiating
dassoom plan

Open gpace; dedicated by children of town
to schoal as playground; non-historic

playground equipment

2 gory, front gable roof, entrance on front
and Sde; atached back houses

2 gory, gable roof; dtered siding; detached
gaage

1 gory, gable roof, overhead vehicle doors,
utilitarian building adapted for present use

1 story, front gable roof with tall pargpet
wall on facade
1 story gable roof; deteched garage

DATE

C1739

STYLE

Colonia

Gresk
reviva
Gresk
Revival
Gothic
Revival
Bungdow

Ranch
Gothic
Revivad

Colonia
Revivad
na

Gresk
Revival
Gresk
Revival

commerce

Pege 8

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building
Building

Ste

Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building

Building
Outbuilding

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

C
C
C

NC
NC

(@]

OO0 O

NC



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-119

43-091

43-110

42-032

42-033

42-034

42-023
42-089

43-144
43-145

43-146
43-065

43-043

43-064

43-044

43-063

MHC

No.

41

8

37

STREET ADDRESS

12 Station S

13-15 Saion S

17 Station S

Tumers Fdls Rd.

547 Tumers Fdls Rd.

551 Tumers Fdls Rd.

Tumers Fdls Road

555-557 Tumers Fdls Rd.

7 Union &.

11 Union &.

14 Union .

19 Union &.

20 Union S.

21 Union S.

22 Union S.

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

blacksmith shop
double house
house& garage
Locugt Hill Cemetery
C. Lawrence House
Z. Taylor House

S.S.Holton House dte
Frank Martin House

commercid bus
gaage
A.C. Sone House

house

A. Clapp, ¥. House
W.W. Thayer House
Mrs. Gunn House

house

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildii~ firame constmction unless otherwise noted)

1 gtory, front geble roof, metal sding; part
of playground property, used for Sorege

2 gory, gable roof, porches over entrances
a endsof faBade

1 gtory, gable roof; detached garage

Community cemetery with sones dating to
the 18 century

2 dory brick 1-house withf rameback
houses bam removed

2 dory front geble with wing, date roof;
detached garage added

wooded lot with parking lot

2 dory, gable roof, porches

1 story, geble roof, overhead vehicle doors,
parked busses
1z gory, front gable roof; deteached garage

14 gory, front geble; dtered siding,
replacement windows, atached three-car
garage, in-ground swimming pool

2 gory, front gable roof and wing, porch,
bracketed comice
1Vi gory, front gable roof; atached garage

12 story, front gable roof, attached bam;
detached shed
12 gory, front gable roof; atached gerage

DATE

STYLE

indusfrial

Gresk
Revivad
Ranch

N/A

Gresk
Revival
Gothic
Revival
N/A
Colonia
Revival
industrial

Itdianate

Colonia
Revivad

Italian
Villa
Gresk
Revival
Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revival

Pege 9

RESOURCE
TYFE

Building
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Ste
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Ste
Building
Building
Building

Outbuilding
Building

Building
Building
Building

Outbuilding
Building

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

C

C

NC

00 00 O

500

OO0 O O



MONTAGUE CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Montague, Franklin County, M assachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

43-045
43-062
43-046
43-061
43-047
43-047A
43-060
43-048
43-059
43-057
43-058
43-052

43-142
43-154

43-147
43-148

43-143

TOTALS; Confributing Buildings

MHC
No.

38 23 Union .

24 Union S.

36 25 Union &.

26 Union .

27 Union S.

30 Union .

3B Union S

35 34 Union .

37 Union .

5 WechLn.

WelchLn.

9 WelchLn.

STREET ADDRESS

152 Confributing Stes

HISTORIC NAME
(if laoan, ahawise huldng type)

Mrs. Green House
house

Mrs. Clapp House
house

house& garage
D. Clagpp House
M.H. Clapp House

E. Ingram House

house & garege

houss, formerly Clapp
Scyth-Snath Factory

vacant land
(gate land)

commercid laundry

21 Contributing Stmctures
Non-confributing Buildings ..34  Non-contributing Stes...0  Non-contributing Stmctures .0 Non-confributing Obyj ...

DESCRIPTION
(@l buildings frame condrudion unless othawise noted)

1Vi gtory, front gebleroof, porch acrass
front
1/4 sory, front gable roof

M2 gory, front geble roof; detached shed

1z gory, front gebleroof, dtered siding
and replacement windows

M2 gory, gableroof, Sde chimney, front
porch; deteched garage

M2 gory, front gable roof; atached garage

M2 gory, front gableroof, atached back
housssand bam

M2 gory, front gebleroof, front porch;
detached shop

M2 sory, gableroof, front porch; detached
garage (non-contributing)

1 gory, front gable; factory converted into
dwelling; detached shed

two building lots remaining from indusfrial
devdopment prior to fire of 1889

DATE

cl856

na

1 dory, gableroof, masonry, metd windows C1900

3 Confributing Objects ...

STYLE

Gresk
Revival
Gregk
Revival
Gresk
Revival
Gresk
Reviva
Bungaow

Gregk
Reviva
Gregk
Revival

Greek
Reviva

Bungaow

industria

na

industrial

Pege 10

RESOURCE
TYFE

Building
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Stes- 2

Building

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

00 O O

OO0 O 00 0

C2)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
, Williani Francis Gaivin, Secretary of the Comnionwedt|”
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 20,2001 ,

Ms. Carol Shuil

Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior \YJ
National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 >

1849 C Street, NW '

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shuil:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Montague Center HD, Montague (Franklin), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg . \J
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Neil Larson, Consultant
Lillian Fiske, Montague Historical Commission
Edward Vaudren, Board of Sdectmen
Robin Sherman, Planning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.staemaus'sec/ mhe



Form 10-300 UNITEC FESDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1M9) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable  sections)

\i. NAME

nid Town Hnll
AND/OR HfSTORIC:

LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN!

Montague Center

MHR.gafhn-~Pt.t.g

COUNTVI

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

COUNT Y~
M assachusetts Franklin
H CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
CCfteck One) TO THE PUBLIC
«  District ~  Building S  Public Public Acquisition: PS Occupied Yes:
. Site . Structur* . Privote I I In Procoti . Unoccupied . Restricted
. Obj.ct i Both n Boing Ceniidorod Q Pr«««rvotion work 'S Unrestricted
in progress * No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
I I Agricultural K] Government . Poric 1 Transportation | 1 Comments
| 1 Commercid 1 | industrial . Privote Residence S Other (Speclty)
I | Educational *  Military . Religious Library
(1 Entertainment 1 1 Museum . Scientific Post Office
1 OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Tovm of Montague
STREET ANDNUMBER:
CITY OH TOWN: STATE:
f . ., , Montague Centftr Massachusetts
tS. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OFDEEDS.ETC:
STREET ANDNUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Massachusetts
itEPRESENtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TI TLE OF SURVEY: an
H
3
DATE OF SURVEY: . Federal Stote . County . Local 7
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS: c
£
[0]
m
X

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

NO









9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL . iIRENCES P

Massachusetts, A Quide tolts Pl aces and People (Anerican Quide Series)
(Boston, 1S-37), "33. O A

Edward Pearson Pressey, History of Montague, A Typical Puritan Town
(New Clairvaux Press, Mntague, Mass., |yl O.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATI TUDE AND LONGI TUDE COORDI NATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFI NI NG THE CENTER POI NT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TRN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds  Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW "2 o 32 . 08 - 72 o 32 . 01 -
NE
S
av
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOM NATED PROPERTY: SAMCTQ
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY
COUNTY:
COUNTY:
COUNTY:

11- FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TI TLE:

GG ZATT ON D V| Sl loﬁso\f] Hlsgtstl)ry S&Ye)éeHl i H:%g-ol ogy and
Historic Preservation, National Park Servica AN P3/ 70

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 - 19th Str.e<t. NW
CITY OR TOWN:
Washington ” 20006 D. r.
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAL ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Uiaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public |"aw
89-66.5), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

| hereby certify that Ihis property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National State Local .
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date Date

3 33
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O d Town Hall, Mntague Center, Mssachusetts”® NS Photo 1967
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