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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grey Cloud Lime Kiln is located on an outcropping of limestone in extreme 
southwestern Washington County in Cottage Grove Township, between the east bank of 
the Grey Cloud Channel of the Mississippi River and the Grey Cloud Trail. The kiln 
faces the channel and is visible from Grey Cloud Island.

It is constructed of large, rough-cut limestone blocks, laid without mortar. 
It is square, about 20 by 20 feet at the base, tapering somewhat towards the top. 
The sides are slightly concave. It is approximately 35 feet high and may be missing 
a few feet of blocks at the top. There are three keystone arch openings in the base: 
a primary opening of about seven feet centered in the west (river or front) side and 
probable draft openings, slightly smaller and higher due to grade slope, centered on 
the north and south sides. Fire draft would be aided by the loose stone construction. 
The interior of the kiln is lined with several layers of loose fire bricks from 
the Laclede Fire Brick Manufacturing Company of St. Louis.

The nature of the burning process is not clear since there is no earth 
embankment against the rear of the kiln wall for top loading. The evidence of 
deteriorated wood members protruding from the upper rear wall of the kiln has led 
to the hypothesis that at one time a wood ramp existed between the kiln top and a 
limestone and earth bluff about twenty or thirty feet behind the kiln.

The kiln is an early vernacular type unlike the more refined construction found 
in kilns of the late nineteenth century, such as the earth-banked kiln of G.A. 
Carlson of Red Wing, Minnesota, built along the railroad tracks in 1882. The 
kiln is in sound condition and still contains the last load of lime which is 
believed to have been left in the kiln to help prevent an interior collapse of 
the walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grey Cloud Lime Kiln is significant as a well-preserved structure 
associated with one of Minnesota's important pioneer industries and as an early 
vernacular example of an important nineteenth century craft industry.

The date of construction is not recorded but the crude nature of the 
structure and the settlement of the surrounding area suggest a circa 1850 date. 
Although its early history is obscure the later importance of the kiln and its 
adjacent quarry is highlighted in the property's Abstract of Title. Entries 
made in 1886 state that a right-of-way must be preserved "... for a single track 
of railroad or a wagon road from the nearest point on the line...." An entry a 
month later_ is more specific, stating from "... the nearest_point on the C.B. 
& N.R.R. /Chicago, Burlington and Northern Railroad Company/, to his lime kiln..." 
(entries "52 and 53).

Limestone quarried at the site was burned to furnish a necessary building 
material to nearby St. Paul and Stillwater and Mississippi River towns to the 
south. Perhaps more important, the lime was used as an agricultural soil agent 
by local farmers. A January, 1846, entry in the diary of William R. Brown states: 
"Harrison took the wagon and went down to the Island for six bbls of lime..." 
The diary's editor indicates that Island refers to Grey Cloud Island, directly 
across the Grey Cloud Channel from the lime kiln. It is not known if this early 
reference applies to the kiln but it does indicate the early discovery and 
processing of local lime deposits.

The kiln ceased operations about 1900 due possibly to a decline in demand 
for this building material and the substitution of alternative materials.
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The nominated property is the kiln structure and the area immediately surrounding 
the kiln.
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