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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Epiécopal Church, Church of Our Most Merciful Savior, was built in

“which burned completely in February of that year.

The Episcopal Church is one story bu1;J;JuL1LJunu:L£ormeplan. A belfry
capped with a steeple, which rises 30 feet above the roof line, emphasizes ™
the sanctuary entrance.. The belfry detailing reflects shades of Gothic,
in ¥ WOOd. This Gothic detailing is again evidenced in the WlndOW detalllng
at the rear of the nave, or main sanctuary. The design appears to be of
Phlladelphlan origin, as. it is a style found frequently in the older
Episcopal parishes in New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania. The Church is
wood framed, covered with.vertical board and two and cne half inch battens.
‘This vertical board and batten siding is integrated with horizontal strips;

breaking the exterior walls into simple and well scaled rectangular panels.

The present day condition of the church is very godd The structure
has remained virtually unchanged and it's simple de51gn reflects the
materlals at hand in the days it was built.

]

(C1884) It replaced a most grandiose, combination--church and mission structure,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Episcopal Church has played a very active part in the work and
missionary dutles at Santee. Thls_ggrticular structure represents the
St. Joﬁﬂs“Vwas swept away by a tornado in June 1870. A new mission was
constructed, St. Marys, only to be devastated by fire early in 1884.

The present mission, Church of Our Most Merciful Sav1or, was then built
in 1884. -

Rev. Samuel D. Hinman, most prominent of the early missionaries on
the Santee Reservation is accredited with the building of. the first
mission, and contributed greatly to:the continuance of missionary work on
the Reservation. He followed the Sioux from their native land in
Minnesota, after the uprising in 1862, to their captive home in Knox
County, the new Santee Reservation.

The date cast in the church's bell is 1872, which means it has served
two of the Episcopal Churches at Santee. The altar furnishings also
served the Episcopal Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, through an
earlier period. The Episcopal Church at Santee is truely representative
of early reservation missionary spirit and characterizes the piloneer
work of many missionaries, who hold prominent positions in early Indian
and reservation History. e




Meyer, Roy W., History of the Santee Sioux, University of Nebraska Press,

Lincoln, 1967.

Department of History Collections, Report and Historical Collections,
South Dakota Historical Society, Pierre, 1956.

Federal Writers Project, Nebraska: A Guide to the Cornhusker State, The

Nebraska State Historical Society, 1939.
Files; Nebraska State Historical Society
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Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites

ORGANIZATION DATE
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1500 "R" Street

Nebraska State Historical Society October 29, 197]
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Lincoln Nebraska 31

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /;A/{[ .
y)

b i 1 k S ice. Th ded -
forth by the National Par ery1c? i e.recommen € Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pregervars
level of significance of this nomination is: 57/&/7{/

National [} State Local [7]

. L ; Date
Name ) [
WM—‘ ATTEST:

Pitle Director, Nebraska State
Historical Society

Date. October 29, 1971 Date QAN 15 W2
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