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Santee Indian Reservation
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ACCESSIBLE 
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O District (^ Building

D Site Q Structure

D Object
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Public Acquisition: 

D 1" Process 

a Being Considered

[x] Occupied 

r-j Unoccupied

Q Preservation work 
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[D Military
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D Park

I I Private Residence

S Religious

I | Scientific

I I Transportation 

n Other (Speci/jO

1 1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Niobrara Deanery
CITY OR TOWN:

Sioux Falls South Dakota 46

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

County Clerk, Knox County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Center Nebraska 31

fit LE OF SURVEY:

Historic Preservation in Nebraska - Preliminary Plan
DATE OF SURVEY: Oct . , 1970 Q Federal State County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Nebraska State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:
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1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Nebraska 31
Nebraska Congressional District Number One



CONDITION
n Excellent [

D Altered

^ Good

(Check One)

(X

n Fair

(Check One) 

|~)' Deteriorated

Unaltered

a Ruins { | Unexposed

(Check One) 

 CD Moved [^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORI GI N Al_ (if known) PH YSI C Al_ APP E AR AN C E

_ The Episcopal Church, Church of Our Most Merciful Savior, was built in 
1 18^47) It replaced a most grandiose, combination church and mission structur 
which burned completely in February of that year.

The Episcopal Church, is A belfry
caprjed with a steeple, which, rises "SGLjeet _ above ..the' .roof ; line,, emphasizes 
the sanc^u^^~^nTrance. The belfry detailing reflects shades of Gothic,— „,- ——— „_„__»-„,„,« ——— -- ———— „,,.««..,.... — ^_ ——————— _j ——————————— _ —— •—»« ————————————————— ""•-- — •• ——— .- —— , ————— , — „„„„. • *

in wood . This Gothic detailing is again evidenced in the window ̂ detailing 
alT the rear of the nave, or main sanctuary. The design appears to be of 
Philadelphian origin, as it is a style found frequently in the older 
Episcopal parishes in New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania. The Church is 
wj;>o>d:_J[r^ and two and one half inch battens. 
This vertical board and batten siding is ir^tejjrjaj^ 
breaking the exterior walls into simple and welf scaled rectangular panels.

The present day condition of the church is very good. The structure 
has remained virtually unchanged and it f s simple design reflects__the 
materials a^ Jij|i^__;y:^^
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j 1 Prehistoric 

O Historic 

("I Agriculture 

(jj] Architecture 

D Art 
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Political LJ Urban Planning 
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losophy

Science

Sculpture

Socia {/Human­

itarian

Theater

Transportation

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Episcopal Church, has played a very active part in-. the work and 
missionary duties at Santee. This particular structure represents the 
only jmrj^ivjing_Jpl^^ Ihe first mission building,, 
StfT~Johns, was swept away by a tornado in June 1870. A new mission was 
constructed, St. Marys, only to be devastated by fire early in 1884. 
The present mission, Church of Our Most Merciful Savior, was then built 
in 1884.

Rev. Samuel D. Hinman, most prominent of the early missionaries on 
the Santee Reservation is accredited with the building of the first 
mission, and contributed greatly to the continuance of missionary work on 
the Reservation. He followed the Sioux from their native land in 
Minnesota, after the uprising in 1862, to their captive home in Knox 
County, the new Santee Reservation.

The date cast in the church's bell is 1872, which means it has served) 
two of the Episcopal Churches at Santee. The altar furnishings also 
served the Episcopal Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, through an 
earlier period. The Episcopal Church at Santee is triiely representative 
of early reservation missionary spirit and characterizes the pioneer 
work of many missionaries, who hold prominent positions in early Indian 
and reservation History. _
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SW o , , o , »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
97o 49 58 • 42 ° 50 • 24 .»
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NAME AND TITLE: "*^=~.»..l— •"'

Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites
ORGANIZATION DATE

Nebraska State Historical Society October 29, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State (xl Local Q

Name ]T|H|£L«Ox_^--c) Aj) l\^$/l/l

Title Director, Nebraska State
Historical Society 

T^ate October 29, 1971

STATE CODE

Nebraska 31

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

f J~~ A /T) jj /MA/jT~ (1 (^AMAAJLMj
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefi*srvaT>QQ^ 

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of Theffiational Regis/fer
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AND/OR HISTORIC: Church of Our Most Merciful Savior

STREET AND NUM BER:

Santee Indian Reservation
CITY OR TOWN:

Santee

Nebraska 31

U.S.G.S.; Sioux City, Iowa; Nebraska; South Dakota
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1:250,000
1955 (limited revision - 1966)

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


