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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Soda Springs Cabin was built around 1889 by John Lembert, directly over a small
bubbling spring. The cabin was not likely used for regular habitation because of its
small size, nine feet by eleven feet, the fact that it had no windows, and the spring
bubbling over the dirt floor, which would have made living conditions difficult. It

was probably a spring house, built to prevent the grazing stock from fouling the
springs.

In its present condition, the four walls are no more than eight logs high--about seven
feet-——and the roof is non-existant. The logs are peeled and weathered, and interlocked
securely at the corners with a "V'"-notched joint. The chinking no longer exists. The
door frame is in the middle of the north side of the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The Soda Springs cabin is all that remains of the pioneer homestead of John Baptiste
Lembert, the first white man to settle in the Tuolumne Meadows region of Yosemite.

As such, it possesses an associative local historical significance in the category of
exploration and settlement, and local significance in the category of science through
Lembert's contributions to the field of entomology made while he lived in the meadows.

Lembert had lived in Tuolumne Meadows for about three summers before filing claim

to 160 acres on August 15, 1885. During that time he lived a rather solitary existence
in this remote area, visited occasionally by sheepherders or a wandering prospector.
His first efforts towards taking legal possession were directed toward fencing the
land and building a small log cabin. Here he lived, tending a small flock of goats,
from spring thaw until the first autumn storms, when he moved to his winter quarters
near Cascade Creek in Yosemite Valley. He built the enclosure over the largest of

the soda springs on the property about 1889. In 1890, Lembert served as a guide to
Dr. Harrison Dyar, lepidopterist of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of
Entomology and Plant Quarantine. After this visit, Lembert began collecting and sending
specimens, many of historic value, to both the Bureau and the Smithsonian Institutdion.
He also began collecting for the University of California. Dyar reported that Lembert
had obviously received an excellent education in Latin and the classics during his
youth in New York, and Lembert "knew what he was looking for." Dyar later named a
species of moth Hepialis lemberti in honor of his guide. In 1890, Yosemite National
Park was established, encompassing Lembert's homestead; but on June 23, 1895, he
nevertheless obtained title by U.S. Patent to the quarter section of land. More and
more people were traversing the meadow, the Great Sierra Wagon Road passing directly
in front of his property, yet Lembert remained the only "permanent" summer resident of
the area. By the time of his death he had gained fame as a guide to the Tuolumne
region and as an all-round naturalist. He was murdered in his cabin at Cascade Creek
during the winter of 1896-1897 apparently for a small sum of money. Significantly his
obituary appeared in the Entomological News.

The Soda Springs cabin remains today as the last structure associated with one of

Yosemite's noted pioneers, first settler of Tuolumne Meadows, and an amateur naturalist
who left his mark on the field of entomology.

Resource management _
The significant values requiring preservation here include the cabin and any potential

the site of vanished structures nearby may have to provide data through historical
archeology.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary is a square, 200 feet on each side, with the Soda Springs Cabin
centered. Coe P )
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