


6. Function or Use F R A N K L I M BLOCK, BKUUKTUN, MASSACHUSEITS 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)  
COMMERCE/TRADE: SPECIALTY STORE  
COMMERCE/TRADE: BUSINESS  
COMMERCE/TRADE; PROFESSIONAL  
COMMERCE/TRADE: RESTAURANT 
SOCIAL: MEETING HALL (see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
COMMERCE/TRADE; SPECIALTY STORE 
COMMERCE/TRADE; BUSINESS 
COMMERCE/TRADE; PROFESSIONAL 
COMMERCE/TRADE: RESTAURANT 
SOCIAL: MEETING HALL 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

ROMANESQUE 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^ONE 
walls BRICK 

roof _ 
other. 

TAR & g r a v e l 
STONE: SANDSTONE 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Franklin Block stands at the northeast corner of Main Street and Perkins 
Avenue in the Campello section of Brockton. The area consists primarily of 
one- and two-story 20th century commercial buildings interspersed with parking 
lots. Erected in 1888, the building is a well-preserved example of a 
Romanesque-style business block. 

The Franklin Block is an L-shaped building rising four stories from a granite 
foundation to a flat tar and gravel roof. It stands at the southwest corner 
of its rectangular lot, abutting the sidewalk (west and south), a one-story 
coiranercial building (north) and a paved parking area (east). There are two 
principal elevations facing onto Main Street (west) and Perkins Avenue 
(south); these are faced with pressed red brick, while the rear elevations are 
constructed of common brick. ' ' 

At the f i rst story, principal elevations are composed of storefronts with 
recessed entries flanked by fluted pilasters. The pilasters support a 
signboard, which extends continuously along both elevations. Upper-story 
windows are asymmetrically arranged in groupings of one, two, and three bays 
framed by brick pilasters, and are set in corbelled reveals. The west 
elevation is ten bays wide, while the south elevation is eleven bays wide. 

The second story possesses rectangular windows (1/1) with transoms rising from 
a sandstone stringcourse to sandstone lintel courses. Raised brick panels 
exist between the second and third stories. Third-story windows (4/4) possess 
arched transoms set in arches with decorative brickwork and sandstone 
keystones. At the south elevation, the central three-bay grouping consists of 
rectangular windows matching the second story, separated by decorative brick 
panels from small fourth-story windows. The central fourth-story window is 
capped by a blind arch. 

Decorative brick panels extend above the arched windows. A corbelled brick 
cornice exists below a projecting wooden cornice with dentils and brackets. 
An angled corner bay exists at the building's southwest corner; i t is 
ornamented by a sandstone panel bearing the name of the building, "Franklin." 

The north elevation of the Main Street wing shares a party wall with an 
adjacent one-story building. Three pairs of rectangular windows (1/1) with 

1x1 See continuation sheet 
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transoms and sandstone sills and lintels exist at the second story. An 
identical pair of windows exists at the east end of the third and fourth 
stories. Round-arched windows exist at the third story near the center and at 
the west end. 

The east elevations of the Main Street wing (four bays) and the north 
elevations of the Perkins Avenue wing (five bays) are similarly detailed. 
Segmental-arched openings contain several service entries as well as windows 
(1/1 and 2/2). First-story windows are blocked. A corbelled cornice exists 
at the head of the fourth story, and a fire escape exists at the corner 
joining the two wings. The east elevation of the Perkins Avenue wing contains 
no openings. 

The interior consists of retail and commercial space in the storefronts, with 
offices at the second story and meeting halls at the third and fourth 
stories. The upper stories have been renovated recently, but the second story 
retains tongue and groove wainscoting and original molded cases with transoms 
at entrances to offices. 

The building is in largely original conditions, with slight modifications to 
several storefronts, and the removal of ornamental details from the rooftop. 
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Archaeological Description 

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the local 
area (within one mi le) . In general, the potential for prehistoric or historic 
sites seems low as a result of the small parcel size (.5 acre) and because the 
four-story building, which has a fu l l concrete basement, covers nearly the 
entire l o t . 



8. Statement of Significance FRANKLIN BLOCK, BROCKTON. MASSACHUSETTS 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide [ j j locally 

1 < I 
Applicable National Register Criteria F I A I I B PxlC I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A ^ C • £ ^ F 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
COMMKRCK 1888-1920 1888 
ARCHTTF.nTlIRF. 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

UNKNOWN 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Franklin Block retains integr i ty of location, design, sett ing, materials, 
feel ing, workmanship, and association, and meets Cri ter ia A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places on the local level . This 
Romanesque-style commercial block is a well-preserved, handsomely detailed 
example of the sty le, one of only two surviving substantial commercial 
buildings of the late 19th century in the Campello section of Brockton. Bui l t 
in 1888, the Franklin Block is associated with a period of commercial and 
industrial expansion in Brockton and part icularly in Campello. 

Brockton is the only inland c i ty in Plymouth County. I t was f i r s t 
incorporated as the North Precinct of Bridgewater in 1738. The shoe industry, 
which was to become the focus of Brockton's economy, began to develop in the 
early 19th century. The mid 19th century saw the transformation of Brockton's 
shoe and boot production from a cottage industry to a major manufacturing 
center. In 1837, the total annual value of boots and shoes made in Brockton 
was $184,200; by 1865, the figure had grown to $1,466,900. 

The Campello section developed as a result of industrial expansion along the 
rai l road, which was parallel to Main Street one block to the east along 
Montello Street. The result was an elongated development with industry 
concentrated along the rai l road, commercial buildings along Main Street. Much 
of the area was destroyed by a f i r e in 1853. Damages were estimated at over 
$50,000, and many workers lost their jobs. 

Economic recovery in Campello was aided by the tremendous general growth in 
Brockton during the late 19th century. The c i t y ' s population grew from 8,007 
in 1870 to 62,288 in 1915. Historian Elroy Sherman Thompson, writ ing in 1906, 
referred to the period 1875-1885 as "the greatest growth of any c i ty in the 
state." Many large shoe companies were established and expanded in the 1870s 
and 1880s, with a large concentration of their factories in the Campello 
area. The local economy continued to f lourish due to the demands for boot and 
shoe products during World War I ; a general decline began about 1920. 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
p t l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Less than .5 acres 

USGS- BROCKTON QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:25000 
UTM References 

A |1 |9 I P P ^ ̂  
Zone Easting 

K> i6 |5 ^ |5 ^ p 
Northing Zone Easting 

1 
Northing 

J L 

J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The nominated property includes the building and land at 1102-1110 Main Street as 
shown on Assessor's Map 116, plot 438. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary of the nominated property includes the entire c i t y l o t presently and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with the building. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namertitle KIM WITHES, BREN.GLE wit^h/ RFrgv F R T R P B E R G 

organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number 
city or town 

"Matioqal Regietor Direc tor , •me-
80 Boylston S t . 
Boston 

. date May 18, 1988 

. telephone 6 1 7 - 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

. state MASS, z'P code 02116 
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