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The William G. Le Duc house in Hastings, Minngsota, is a 3-story limestone
mansion influenced by a design by Andrew J. Howning. The house was built be-
tween 1862%@@371865/26 the Rhineland Gote}d style, which was quite popular
in the eastern part of the United States at the time. i

The exterior of the house contains many of the distinctive features of Neo-
Gothic architecture; a tower in front, bay windows, verandas, pointed arches
over the doors and windows, and scroll work trim along the eaves.

The interior of the Le Duc house is divided into 15 rooms with walls 2 feet
thick separating them., The dining room, library, parlor, kitchen, and pantry
are located downstairs. There are also verandas on both the west and south
sides of the house. In 18§9/Le Duc added a summer and a wood shed to the main
floor. .

The second floor was built in two levels. In the lower level, which is in
back of the house, there is a bedroom and a bathroom, and in the upper level*
in front of the house, are the master bedroom, a connecting bedroom, and a

guest room. Each of the upper level rooms has a fireplace. The servants!'
quarters are on the third floor, and there are 5 storage rooms in the baseme#t

At the top of the tower, which is located directly over the front door, is a
room in which Le Duc used to relax. A later owner of the house made this room
into a chapel. Adjacent to it are 2 unfinished rooms.

A1l of the walls of the house are plastered, and many were paneled with whitq
pine. A1l 10 fireplaces in the house had fronts of pine instead of the more
usual marble. The Civil War, which was being fought during the time that the
house was built, made it impossible to have marble sent up from CGeorgia.

The fireplaces proved to be inefficient, and Le Duc soon replaced them with
heating stoves. However, some of the fireplaces have been reopened and re-
stored with marble from the period by a later owner. The furnishings of the
house are all done in walnut, mahogqny, and rosewood, and most of them were
bought in the East. MHoping that gas lighting would soon come to Hastings,
Le Duc had gas chandeliers installed.
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STATEMENT OF SiGVéANCE

William Gates Le Duc was a man of many and varied ing .
for his activities in the field of agriculture, Le Duc also Wust—5& remem~
bered for his distinguished service in the Civil War and for his activities
as a writer, historian, inventor, and promoter of the attractions of the
territory of Minnesota.

Le Duc first came to Minnesota in 1850 at the age of 27. He settled in
Sgiwfaul, where he established a successful law practice and opened the St,
Paul Book and Stationery Store. During this time Le Duc organized the com-
pany which built the Wabasha Street Bridge in St. Paul and owned and oper-
ated the flour mill which produced and marketed the first flour made from
Minnesota spring wheat. He also helped obtain the territory's first railroac
charter. These activities won Le Duc a great deal of prominence, as did two
other responsibilities he undertook at this time. One was a three year assig
ment, beginning in 1851, as the author and publisher of the Minnesota Year

Le Duc gives an exceptionally good and extensive treatment of the Indian
treaties of the year. The other responsibility was Le Duc's appointment as
superintendent of Minnesota's exhibits for the 1853 Crystal Palace Fair, an
international exposition held in New York City, for which Le Duc arranged a
display of furs, grain, articles of Indian-mak@ including canoes and wild
rice, and a live buffalo which he himself transported to New York.

Since his arrival in Minnesota, Le Duc had become particularly fond of
an area south of St. Paul in the town of Hastings, Minnesota. In 185k he acH
quired from Alexander Faribault a quarter interest in the townsite; in 1856,
he bought a piece of land there. So enamored by his acquisition was Le Duc
that, in 1857, he and his wife sold the book store in St. Paul and moved to
Hastings. '

With the coming of the Civil War, Le Duc had an opportunity to distin-
guish himself once again. He enlisted in the Union Army, served honorably
under the command of McClellan, Hooker, and Sherman, and as a result of his
fine record he rose to the rank of brigadier-general.

After the War was over, Le Duc returned to Hastings, devoted himself to
farming and invested considerable time and money in the construction of a
new home,

Book, an annual chronicle of events in the territory. In the 1852 Year Book

|
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Brookins, Jean A.; Minnesota History, vol. 37, "A Historic Mansion,

The William G. Le Duc House" pages 189-203

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

level of significance of this nomination is:

0

State Local [7]

National
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Title Director, Minn. Historical Socieﬂy

Date

4-15-70

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histo;ic Preseﬁation

JUN 291970

Date

Date

MAY 2 21970

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Mjnutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . o P . Ll % B | 92- 510 10
N E o ’ » o » ” p . 7
SE o ’ » .o E ] » Zf& 4’9
_SW. -] 3 » o ’ » ,
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: AE acrées
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
NstaTE: CODE | COUNTY:
STATE: CODE | COUNTY:
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ODE
NAME AND TITLE: g
John Grossman, Survey and Planning RE S
ORGANIZATION : DATE
Minnesota Historical Society March 18, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: o j
Fort Snelling Branch, Building 25, Fort Snelling
CITY OR TOWN: ) ~ STATE ] cobE
St, Paunl Minnesota 22
As the qesignateél State Liaison Officer for the Na- » . ’ . L .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register'and certify that it has been . a
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /éé&l(/ / d L(/(_/
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended L
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