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A feature of the Francis Wilcox James house is its chim-

ney that disappears and reappears again. The mansion has some

P e

of the fagg}ggp gpingles in the state--th;eeAtypes of patterns.

Inlaid hardwood parquet floors in the entrance hall and the
master's suite were unusual in Port Townsend at the time this
home was bullt. The stairs are finished with wild cherrywood
brought around Cape Horn from Virginia and carved locally in
a spiral design on the newel post. There are five usable fire-
places and four others that have been sealed off.

Upstalrs the whole front section on the right of the second
floor was the master's sulte, with dressing room and arched
alcove for bay window and a sliding glass door leading to the
captain's walk in front of 1it.

The house has filagree door knobs and hand-carved bronze
hinges. All of the woodwork is finished with medallions clear
to the third floor. Brick walls in the basement are 18 inches
thick,

The carriage house on the property was once taller than
the residence, having a tank on top that furnished water to

part of the town, for James had an artesian well on his pro-

per’t'y-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Francis Wilcox James, a native of England, arrived in Port
Townsend 1in 1853 and became a customs inspector. He built his
house about 1889 for his wife in New FEngland, but she died be-
fore coming west. James became head inspector, and was so high-
ly thought of that when the steamship Southerner wgs wrecked
south of Cape Flattery in 1855, he was sent to render assist-
ance and to guard the interests of the owners of the vessel,

He remained at La Push for almost a year, and was so well
liked by the Indians, that they gave the name of James Island
to the mass of rock lying at the mouth of the Quillayute River
in honor of him,

When he returned to Port Townsend, Mr James opened a trads
ing store which he operated profitably until 1882 when he re-
tired from active business and devoted his attention to his
large private affairs, and at the time of his death in 1920,

left one of the largest estates ever accumulsted in Jefferson

County.




Jefferson County Historical Society Research Library

"By Juan De Fuca's Strait" by James G. McCurdy
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Jefferson County Historical Society 10/6/69
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [}

State [} Local [X

Title Director

Washington State Parks and

Recreation Commission
Dater

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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