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[2] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Site of tiie Givil War Battle of Honey Springs straddles the 
14iskogee-Hdntosh county line about 14 miles south of the city of 
14iskogee, Oklahoma. It consists of 2,995 acres of land in a rural 
area.

The site possesses both scenic and historic importance. It is 
composed of some tillable prairie land and vast hilly and unusually 
rocky grazing areas covered"primarily with trees and undergrowth. The 
site includes several farm homes, farm ponds, and semi-improved section 
line roads. The"village of Dktahs (?op. 199) lies opposite the north 
boundary of the battle site, the village of Rentiesville (Pop.: 122) 
just outside the southwest perimeter. The battle location parallels 
on the east and is immediately adjacent to the I-Iissouri, Kansas Cz Texas 
Railroad, first to be constructed through present-day Oklahoma. The 
battle site includes a readily discernible section of the Texas Road, 
the major artery of travel and commerce between Missouri, Kansas, and 
Texe.s during the last century, and Honey Springs itself, a sta.gecoach, 
provision and watering point for travelers on the road. The site of 
the battle is readily accessible by major roadways. U. S. 6y parallels 
it on the west and Interstate 40 runs five miles to the south. The 
site is only ICO miles from Pea Ridge I^o.tional Military Park in . 
Arkansas, just 170 miles from ;'il son's Greek Battlefield Park in 
Missouri.

The Battle of Honey Springs site is near the population recreational, 
historic, and cultural centers of east-central and northeastern Oklahoma. 
It is 60 miles from Tulsa (Pop.: 26,5,000), 14 miles from Huskogee 
(Pop.: 40,000); and 4p miles from Tablequah (Pop.: 6,000). 4ie battle 
site is relatively near the housing and recrectional facilities of 
Arrowheo.d, Fountainhead, Greenleaf Lake, and Sequoyah sto.te parks. 
Honey Springs lies in the old Greek Hation in one of Oklahoma s most 
historic end culturally significant areas.

The original condition of the Honey Springs battle site was not 
much different from today. Several changes, however, should be noted. 
Since the 1920s the Tcxss Road, which originally bisected the 2,995-acre 
battlefield, has been closed and returned to nature and agricultural 
purposes. The log station and storage building, together with the 
stone Confederate powder house (at Honey Springe itself), no longer 
stand, though the foundation of the powder magazine remains. Qlear 
flowing Honey Springs, an important source of water during the Givil 
War, still flows. The battle area ip. 1865.'bad perhaps-:25'--percent ^..,.._ 
more trees and undergrowth, but only one house site and no 
Then as today, the site was wooded and rural.
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Federal, jiniis under Colonel William A. Phillips temporarily 
occupied ?ort_Gibax)H (near present-day 1-Iuskogee, Oklahoma) during 
t'ae autumn of 1862. They came to stay for the duration .of. L the 
Givil "far ,in the spring of 1865. Even then, however, Confederate 
forces encamped at nearby Honey Springs Depot on the Texas Roa.d 
continued to pose s threat to Union supremacy north of the Arkansas 
River. On July 1-2, 1365, a large Federal supply train enroute to 
Fort Gibson from Kansas on the U. S. Military Rood was attacked at 
Gabin Greek by Confederate cavalry units under Colonel Stand V/atie. 
Awareness of Katie's plans enabled the guard to defend the train 
successfully, but the encounter underscored the urgency of a Federal 
offensive.

VAien :-iaJ_pr ..Sgneral James (jc . Blunt, then at Fort Gibson, heard 
(l) of Confederate plans to attack his post with troops encamped around 
Honey Springs Depot and (2) of the movement of a large Confederate 
force fro'iS. Fort.... Smith, Arkansas, under Brigadier General V/illiam 
Li. Cabell, he^,.,decided to attcck the Depot at once. Blunt and his 
forces, now strengthened by additional units from Kansas, Colorado, 
and V/ioconsin, were also heartened by news of recent Federal victories 
at Gettysburg and Vicksburg. Blunt 's troops numbered 2,QOO and were 
newly equipped with the best uniforms, rifles, artillery, and 
ammunition available to the U.S. Army. The Confederate forces at 
Money Springs, cpinmanded by Brigadier General Douglas H. Cooper, 
consisted of j5,p6o .men, poorly armed and equipped. The climactic 
battle came on July 17, 1865, in the densely wooded area surrounding Elk 
Creek end on the nearby prairie. It resulted in the burning of Honey 
Springs Depot and defeat of the Confederates.

The Confederates were at a decided disadvantage because of 
some wet powder and the vigorous attack of the First Kansas Colored 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, informed before the battle that if taken 
captive no quarter would be given. While decisive militarily, Honey 
Springs is also significant as one of the first battles of the war in 
which Negroes proved their qualities as fighting men.

The Battle of Honey Springs was the largest and most significant 
of 89 Civil Vfar engagements in India.n Territory. It was, in fact, the 
Gettysburg of the war in Indian "Territory, for it marked the climax of 
massed Confederate military resistance in the area and opened the way
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HOHEY SPRINGS BATTLEFIELD 

8. Historical Significance - 2

for the capture of Port Smith by Federal forces and their control 
of Indian Territory and much of Arkansas. Perhaps, in terms of 
results, :loney Springs was even the Gettysburg of the trans-Mississippi 
West. As one of the three most significant Civil V/ar battles fought 
west of the river, it rates in importance with the Battle of Wilson's 
Greek in Missouri and the Battle of Pea Ridge in Arkansas.
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