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Site of tne Civil VWar Battle of Honey Surings straddles thae
Musizogee-iicIntosh county line about 14 wiles soutih of the city of
Musikocee, Oklahoma. t consists of 2,995 acres of land ia & rural
area.

The site possecsses both scenic and historic importance. It is
coudosed of some tillable prairie land and vast nilly and unususlly
rociy 0r321ad. areas covered primerily with trees and underzrowta. The
site includes several farm homes, farm vonds, =nd seuwi-improved section
line roads. The ¥illage of Oitahe (fov. 199) lies osposite tae norta
boundary of the batile site, the villoze of Rentiesville (Pop.: 122)
just outside the southwest perimeter. The battle location pesrallels
on the east and is inmedietely =zdjacen®t to tne Ilissouri, Xensas & Texas
Railroad, first to be constructed through present-day Oklahoma. The
battile 31te includes a readily discernible section of the Texas Road,
tae major artery of trevel and commerce between Missouri, Kanses, and
;exao during the last century, and Honey Sorings itself, a stagecoach,
orovision end wetering point Lor travelers on the road. The sitc of
the bsttle is readily eccessible by wejor roadweys. U. S. 69 parzllels
it on the weet and Interstate 40 runs five uiles to the soutn. The
site is only 1CC umiles from Pea Ridge wational Military Pari in
hrizenses, just 170 uiles frou :ilson's Cree': 3attlefield ceric in
dissouri.

3 3¢

The Battle of Honey Soringe site is nesr tue posulction recreational,
nistoric, and cultural centers of east-central and northecstern Oklanoms.
It is 60 miles from Tulea (Pon.: 265,000), 14 miles from -uiskogee
(Pope: 40,000); and 45 ailes from Tehleguaa (Popes 6,000). +he battle
site is relatively near tue housing and recrectional fecilities of
Arrowheed, Fountainneed, Greenlesf Laze, snd Sequoyah stote oaris.
floney Sorings lies in the old Creeic lation in one of Oklahoma s umost
historic end culturally significant areas. -~
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The original condition of tne Honey 3vprings batile site was not
much different from today. Several chenges, anowever, should be noted.
Since the 1920s the Texes Road, which orizinally bisected the 2,990-acre
autule‘lelc, has been closed ond returned to nezture and sgricultural
purposes. <Tne log station and storage building, btogether wita tae
stone Confedecrete powder house (ot ioney Sprinze itself), no longer
stand, tnougn +wae foundation of the pbuder negazine remains. Clear
flowing iioney Svorings, an lumvortant zource of water during tae CTivil
War, still flows. The battle &rea ipn 1865 hed perhdpp 25-nércemt
uore trees and undergrowti, but only one nousze site and no V1LLgﬂes. L
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Tnen as today, the site was wooded and rural, e o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ﬂederal units under Colonel Williax A, Phillips temoorarily

“.ort _Gibgon (near present-day luskogee, Oklanoma) during
Taey came to stay for the duration of the
ClVll Jar in tne sprlng of 106). Even then, aowever, Confederate
forces éncamped at nearby Honéy Springs Lepot on the Texes Road
continued to pose ¢ tareat to Union suprexnecy north of the sirkansas
River. On July 1-2, 1863, a large Federal supply train earoute to
Fort Gibson from Xansas on tne U. S. Militery Rocd was attocked at
Cabin Creeir by Confederate cavalry units under Jolonel Stand Watie,
Lwareness of VWatie's plans enabled tne guesrd to defend the train
successfully, but tne encounter underscored tae urgency of a Federal

ffensive.

faen Major General Jamcs ¥, Blunt, then at Fort Gibson, heard
(1) of Confederate plans to e ‘ttaclk his post wita {troops encamped around
Honey & Sorings Depot and (2) of the movement of a large Confederate
Lgrcc‘L”om Fort Sumith, Arkansas, under Brigadier General ' Jilliam
L, Cabell, ﬂa\gggagedbto atteciz the Depot at once. Blunt and ais
forces, now strengthened by additional units frowm Kenses, Colorado,
and Wisconsin, were also neartened by news of recent Federal victiories
at Getiysburg and Vicksburg. Blunt's troops numbered 3,000 and were
newly equipped with the best uniforas, r1fles, artillery, and
ammunition available to the U.S, Army. Tuae uonfederate forces at
Honey Springs, commanded by Brigadier General uau;las Z. Cooper,
consisted of 6,000 men, poorly armed and equipped. The climactic
battle came on uuly 17, 1863, in tae densely woaded area surrounding Elk
Creex =nd on t.e nearby preirie. It resulted in the burning of Honey
Springs Depot and defeat of the Confederates.

Toe Confederates were at a decided disadvaatage because of
some wet powder and the vigorous attaci of the First Kaensas Colored
Volunteer Infantry Reglment, inforumed before the batile that if taken
caotlve no quarter would be given. Wnile decigive militarily, Honey
Springs is also significant as one of the first battles of the war in
walcn Negroes proved their quelities as figntinz uen.

The Battle of Houey Sorings was tue largest and uost significant
of 89 Civil War engegements in Indian Territory. It was, in fact, the
Getiysburg of tae war in Indian’ Territory, for it merked the climex of
massed Confederate military resistence in the erea and opened the way




Britton, Wiley, The Civil Var on the

Border, (2 Vol., New York, 1890~190L4),

. Vol. II, ppe 112=126
Epple, Jess C., (Muskogee, Oklehoma,

1964, 76 pages

Oklahome and the Battle of Honey

Foreman, Grant, Muskogee and Eastern
Springs, (
Freeman

United States War Department, Yar of

0, Muskogee, Oklahiowa ), pPe H0-70
oy Charles R., "The Battle of Honey Springs,"
Oiclahoma, Vol. XIII (June 1935),

The Chronicles of

ppe 154=133

the Rebellion: A Coupilation of the

Official Records of tue Union and Confederate Armies (%4 series, 128

ppe 593,398, 411,

;zlsé, Wesaington, 1880-19C1), Ser.l, Vole XXII, Pt. 1, ppe dhpbéo,
A 2

and Ser.l, Vol. LIII, pp. 565=67

[

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degees Minuées Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
aw 1 3506 3. 1. So 28+ 53 o . . . ; .
NE | 35° 33+ 57| 950 27. 33-
se | 35° 31. 15~ | 950 28. 28
sw [ 35e 31 . 15 - 95¢ 29 -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2) 993 acres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CcODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY:

NAME AND

LeRovy Figcner 2 Xent Ruth

ORGANIZATION

Historical Society of Oklanouwa

STREET AND NUMBER:

Historical Building
CITY OR TOWN:

o

STATE

Oklahoma

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State [} Local [}

Name?é”?"\ NW

Y

o v g [ A
77

Date UL 131970

The recommended

National "

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

é/{wf Aty @44’4’/5{ 2y,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseﬁim{

SEP 29 a7

Date
TATTEST:
FAN /M
,Z( 'V &
Yty [/ 34
. _Keeper of The Pational Registeytﬂ
JUN 23 /
Date

33

SNOITLONUAYLSNI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Oklalioma

COUNTY

huskogee-icIntosh

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE
z

IP.18.35 00124

7F%75

(Number all entries)

HOWEY SPRINGS BATTLEFIELD

8¢ Historical Significancea = 2

for the capture of Fort Sumith by Federal forces and their control
of Indian Territory and much of Arkansas. Perhaps, in terms of
results, -oney Sorings was even the Gettysburg of the trans-iiigsissippi
Wlegt. As one of the three most significant Civil Yar battles fought
west of the river, it rates in iuportance with the Battle of Wilson's
Oreek in Migsouri and tne Battle of Pea Ridge in Arkansas.
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