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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cat Tail Brook Bridge is a simple stone arch bridge across
the Cattail Brook in Hillsborough Township, Somerset County. Built
in 1825 by a B. J. Gray it is constructed of local fieldstone and
the arch employs the keystone construction technique. The arch
stones are quarried.

Maintained by the Somerset County Road Department this one lane
bridge is in a good state of repair; the masonry having recently
been repointed. Approximately thirty feet long the archway is
about ten feet wide.

On the eastern side the stone wall has an original cornerstone
which reads:

"1825 CAT TAIL

_.BROOK BRIDGE BUILT BY B. J.
CRAY. DIRECTED BY ESPR STR +
YKER AND MAJ. CRUSER

JOHN ROWLAND JR. THOM-

AS STOUT, MASONS."

The bridge is situated on a relatively flat area of land,
surrounded by both forest and open fields in a generally undeveloped
area in the township. Montgomery Road, which runs over the bridge
is still unpaved in this section.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cat Tail Brook Bridge is one of the two remaining stone arch
brldges in Hillsborough Township. ' The other bridge has a double arch
and is of similar construction, but does not have a cornerstone
documenting its date of erection. Consequently, the Cat Tail Brook
Bridge is the only documented early 19th century bridge in the township.
While a comprehensive survey of bridges had not been conducted for
Somerset County it is probably safe to estimate, based on superficial
surveys of the region, that there are no more than twenty extant stone
bridges in the county.

Stone bridges are by their very nature strong, lasting, and need
little or no maintenance. The stone bridge, however, also took a
concerted effort to build. Consequently, when a stone bridge was
erected its long term advantages were usually carefully weighed
agalnst the necessary added initial expense and the 1ncurred delay
in construction.

Americans in the 18th and 19th century clearly understood the
importance of methods of portage across a river or stream. Certainly
the largest rivers received the most concentrated and noteworthy
attempts at spanning them, but smaller streams were also formitable
obstacles worthy of bridge construction.

The smaller stone spans required much less engineering and stone
masonry skills, and, as a consequence, were much more common
throughout the country. Few exist today as a result of attrition and
modern transportation trends.

The Cat Tail Brook Bridge has provided the are farmers and nearby
villages of Neshanic, Clover Hill, and Rocky Hill with a ford across
the Cattail Brook by which to transport goods and produce since 1825.

As evidenced by the crudeness of the stone plaque, the bridge
was constructed by simple builders and masons who were not elegant
or terrifically literate, but the existence of the bridge today attests
to their competence. The bridge stands as a memorial to their
otherwise unrecognized craftsmanship.
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