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Cove Point Lighthouse
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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Cove— Poiivt
CITY OR TOWN:

Cove Point

Maryland 24

COUNTY:

Calvert

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

n District G Building

D Site [% Structure

D Object

IS Public

D Private

D Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

[ | Being Considered

G2 Occupied 
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1 I Preservation work 
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Yes:
Q Restricted 
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No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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Q Commercial 
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| I Government

D Industrial
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CD Museum

| | Park

Q Private Residence

Q Religious

Q Scientific

C~l Transportation 

S3 Other (Specify)

lihthouse

[~] Comments

OWNER'S NAME:
United States of America

of Transportation. U. S.
STREET AND NUMBER:

nepi^

5th District Commander, Federal Building, 431 Crawford Street
CITY OR TOWN:

^o^^sjnouth _______ Virginia 51

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Calvert County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Prince Frederick

lllliiliiiiiB^

Maryland 24

OJ

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks
DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 Federal State County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Maryland Historical Trust
STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis Maryland 24
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CONDITION
D Excellent Q3 Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

1 I Deteriorated

(Check One) 

D Altered |x) Unaltered

a

a MO

Ruins 1 I Unexposed

(Check One) 

ved [53 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

*The Cove Point Lighthouse is a white conical masonry tower 
rising 51 feet above the ground. It has a nominal rangel 
of 21 miles and 150,000 candle-power lamp. It has a 
flashing white beacon. The lighthouse has a radio beacon 
and a horn as well.

The entrance to the lighthouse is on the west side. 
There is a window half way up the tower on the south. 
A balcony encircles the top of the lighthouse. The light 
is enclosed by glass.

The lightkeeper's house is located immediately to the west 
of the lighthouse. .-,.

^Nominal range:the maximum distance at which the light 
may be seen in clear weather.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cove Point Lighthouse has served as a navigational 
aid on the Chesapeake, Bay since its construction in 
1828^ It is the oldest light on the Maryland shore of 
the Chesapeake Bay. 1* In the 1820's the United States 
realized the importance of erecting navigational aids 
on the Bay. The State of Maryland granted the federal 
government the right of jurisdiction over the property 
they had already purchased.2

Charles Francis Stein, History of Calvert County, 
Maryland, n.p. 1960, 151.

2Laws of Maryland 1826, Chapter 101
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U. S. Coast Guard. Light List. Vol. 1. The Atlantic Coast.
Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office, 1962. 

Laws of Maryland. 1826. Chapter 201. 

Stein, Charles Francis. A History of Calvert County,
Maryland, n.p. : the author, 1960.
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) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

38° 23' 10" 76° 22' 56"
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NAME AND TITLE:

Nancy Miller, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust • Sept. 20 , 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis
^l^^^^p^i^iiiiiii^ili^^i^l^^^Mii^i

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [>g Local FJH

Orlando Ridout IV 

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland

Date Sept. 27 , 1972

STATE CODE

Maryland 21401 24

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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