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Town No Site No

UTM

QUAD:

DISTRICT

Qs
IF NR SPECIFY

I__) Actual |__I Potential
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic)

Farnam House

t- 
z
UJ 
Q

2 TOWN CITY

Norfolk
VILLAGE COUNTY

Litchfield
3 STREET AND NUMBER (and or location)

Litchfield Road, west side
4. OWNER(S)

Nathaniel W. & Frances E. Brown, Litchfield Road, Norfolk, CT 06058 LJ Public Private
5 USE (Present)

Residence
<Historic I

Residence

ACCESSIBILITY 
TO PUBLIC:

EXTERIOR VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD 

Kl Yes I I No

INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE

DY.S CTI No
7. STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

1908
8. MATERIA L(S) (indicate use or location when appropriate)

I__JCIapboard |__(Asbestos Siding |__) Brick
I——[Other 
LJ(Specify) ._

D Wood Shingle 1__) Asphalt Siding I__I Fieldston*

I_I Board & Batten |Xj Stu<

| \ Aluminum 
I_I Siding

Concrete 
Type: _

D
a

Cobblestone

Cut stone 
Type: ———

9 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM

I__| Wood frame |__J Post and beam

|__) Load bearing masonry

|__| Other (Specify)___________________

[X I bal loon

\__) Structural iron or steel

10 ROOF i Tvf><- I 

IF] Gable I__I Flat I__) Mansard

G Shed G Hip

E i—i Roll i—i
I Wood Shingle 1__| Asphalt |__| Tin

I__! Asphalt shingle \__| Built up |__) Tile

I__I Monitor 

(__j Round

a 
a

sawtooth 

Other

SlateD
,——, Other
|__| <Specify}

11 NUMBER OF STORIES

or.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS

37 x 71'
12 CONDITION (Structural 

I I Excellent

i Exterior) 

Good I__| Fair 1__I Deteriorated |__) Excellent 12LJ Good I__I Fair |__j Deteriorated
13 INTEGRITY , Lot ationi

B On original I | 
site I_> Moved

( Alter,it ion 

II Yes

IF YES. EXPLAIN

14 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES

i i... RTI - rn
I__j Barn |__J Shed !•**• I Garage

D Carriage I ] I |
house I__J Shop I_J Garden

Other landscape features or buildings f Specify'

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

,__J Open land |__JOpen land |__J | anc| IX > Residential

D Indus- I |
t r i a | I__J Rural

[•**• J Scattered buildings visible from site 

i_J High building density
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

The house is one of a series sited close to the road, south of town,

COVER)



17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE i interior am! or

In this shallow, U-shaped plan, Taylor's typical broad gables are used to terminate 
the arms of the U. An eyebrow dormer in the central portion of the roof looks out 
over a narrow porte cochere that runs parallel with the front of the house. The 
wall of the porte cochere is pierced by long vertical openings, and there is a gate 
in its center for pedestrian traffic. The walls are stucco and the chimneys molded 
brick.

18 ARCHITECT

A.S.G. Taylor & Levi
BUILDER

19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

There is a striking similarity between this house and the 1898 Buckley House at Lake 
Windermere, England, by C.F.A. Voysey (1857-1941). The two structures have similar 
shape, mass, and plan. Both have broad gabled sections to left and right with hori­ 
zontal bands of windows at the second floor, connected by a gabled roof over a pro­ 
jecting shed roof at the center of the first floor in the case of Voysey and projecting 
central porte cochere in the case of Taylor. These houses are not period imitiations 
and are, in fact, more independent of the past than most architects dared to be. There 
is, nevertheless, an admission of sympathy for the rural Tudor tradition. Voysey car­ 
ried through with design of furniture and furnishings with the net result of a cozy 
effect. While Taylor's eclectism encompassed a number of influences, his work could 
never be called cozy.

Prints of construction drawings in Taylor Collection.
Drawing of front elevation in Taylor Collection.
The Penguin Dictionary of Architecture, Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1966, p. 237.
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D . RAnsom
VIEW

Northwest
NAME

D . RAnsom

DATE

October 1978
NEGATIVE ON FILE

Conn. Historical Commission
DATE

Oct. 28, 1978
ORGANIZATION

Connecticut Historical Commission
ADDRESS

59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, CT 06106

Place 

Photograph 

Here

Verbal boundary description: NLR 47/449, 2 acres. 
UTM Reference: 18/648980/4649240

21 THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE 

\ __ | None known | __ | Highways

[J Renewal [~~] P r j vate

I __ I Vandalism | __ | Developers 

[_ J Deterioration | __ | Zoning

I I Other

I __ | Explanation
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