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The Jonathan Taylor Grimes House is a one and one-half story residence in 
the Gothic Revival style. The pointed windows on the second floor, the 
sharply sloping roof and the "picturesque" appearance, all are features^ 
representative of this style made popular by Andrew Jackson Downing.

The two existing porches on the front of the house are not original to the 
house. A smaller flat roofed porch with a balustrade around the top at the 
main entrance has been replaced by the existing screen porch. The porch 
balustrade matched the existing balustrade over the front bay window. A 
second porch along the, west side of the house has been removed.

A major two-story wing was constructed at the rear of the house about 1900 
replacing the original kitchen. Originally there were three chimneys of 
buff brick. One of these has been removed. The other two have been rebuilt 
above the roof.

On the interior the partition separating the parlor from the front hall has 
been removed. The fireplace and flanking windows in the dining room were 
added about 1900. Similarly the existing door and vestibule on the south 
wall of the dining room were added about 1900. The original dining room 
door was on the west wall.

The original five bedrooms on the second floor are still intact with the 
exception of the two west bedrooms. These were reached by an outside stair 
which has been removed and an opening cut to permit access from the interior 
of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jonathan Taylor Grimes was born in Leesburg, Loudoun County, Virginia 
on May 10, 1818. He came to Minnesota in 1855. In 1859 he'purchased 
the Waterville Mill (later the Edina Mill) along with 160 acres of land 
in what is now northeast Edina. He built a new and better dam and made 
other improvements to the mill. During the Civil War the mill ran day and 
night griding out flour requisitioned by the government for the soldiers at 
Fort Snelling. Grimes wrote that the only chance he had to rest was on the 
journey home from the Fort. After delivering his flour, he would catch what 
sleep he could stretched out on the bottom of the wagon. Grimes sold the 
mill in 1869 and turned to farming.

One of the most active pioneer horticulturists in the state, Jonathan 
Grimes started the Lake Calhoun Nursery on his land in northeast Edina in 
1866 and operated it until his retirement in 1883., Gr(i^ies was> a, charter 
member of the Minnesota Horticultural Society. He served as its first 
president and continued in this office for many0 year!s 1 ,,

Grimes not only owned and operated the Lake Calhoun Nursery but also a 
large apple orchard and farm in northeast Edina. He introduced the first 
harvester used in Hennepin County. In his nursery he grew the first 
Gingko tree in the state and one of the few in the country at the time. 
He also planted one of the first catalpa trees in Minnesota. The large 
shade trees along Nicollet, Hennepin, Lyndale and University Avenues in 
Minneapolis came from Grimes' nursery.

The Jonathan Grimes House is one of the few remaining Gothic Revival 
style houses in the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area.
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