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NAME

COMMON:

Cooper-Frost-Austin House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION
STREET ANC NUMBER:

21 Litinaeaa Street

CITY OR TOWN:

130

STATE:

Mass.

COUNTY:

Middlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

SP

Cambridge
STATE cope COUN TY: CODE
Mass. 25 Middlesex 017
CLASSIFICATION
ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
«  District A Building . Public Public Acquisition: X1 Occupied Yes:
« Site Q Structure H  Private I I In Process I | Unoccupied g] Restricted
«  Object . Both I | Being Considered Q Preservation work [ 1 Unrestricted
in progress + No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural i 1 Government . Park I 1 Transportation | | Comments
1 1 Commercial 1 | Industrial ( | Private Residence « Other (Specify)
1 | Educational . Military I | Religious
I 1 Entertainment Mus eum I Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

The Society for thePreservation of NewEngland Antiquities

STREET AND NUMBER:

141 Canbridge Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:
Boston Mass.
LOCAtiON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
Canbridge andThird Streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Cambridge Mass.

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of theHistorical Assets of Massachusetts

DATE OF SURVEY: .

Federal State
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS;
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
Office of the Secretary, State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE;

Boston

Mass.

Q County



7 DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent Good . Foir | | Deteriorated . Ru I I Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered Q Unaltered +  Moved [3 Origir.al Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OJSAtfINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cooper-Prost-Austin House i sa two=story, five-bay, center-entrance
house with steeply pitched roof, rear lean-to, and an attached chai se house
(now used as porch and garage) on theleft (southwest)side. Qutstanding
period features include thelean-to (which i sintegral with thefram ngof
the house), thepilastered center chimey, and t heoverhanging right gable.
The house was built i ntwo stages — theright half (whichoriginally hada
facade gable and casenment wi ndows) around_1690, t heleft half around 1720,
The interior retains original fireplaces and exposed fram ng. The entry
and stairs date fromtheearly nineteenthcentury, but few subsequent
changes have been made. The grounds, though reduced fromtheir original
extent, arestill extensive for thebuilt-up district inwhich thehouse
now finds itself and arekept i nan appropriately natural condition.
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(ti. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
. Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century S 18th Century n  20th Century
. 15th Century [El 17th Century . 19th Century
-M4 0X)
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known) Cdi . 1720
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal ( | Education . Political Q  Urbon Pioruiing
1 | Prehistoric | 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify)
. Historic [ I Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention [771 Science
Jf] Architecture j | Landscape [ | Sculpture

STATEMENT OF

complete house in the city.

may be slightly older but do not possess the same integrity.)

Art
Commerce
Communications

Conservation

SIGNIFICANCE

The Cooper-Frost-Austin House is

Architecture
Literature
Militory

Music

Socio I/Humon-
itarian
TKeoter

Transportation

locally

(Portions of one or two other

important as the oldest

structures

The house

is important to the state as a well-preserved, well-maintained example of

early New England domestic architecture,

a certified Massachusetts Historic

landmark.

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEET FCR REDRAFT

accessible to the public. It is
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8. Statement of Significance (redraft)

Long thought tobe theoldest survivinghouse i nCanbridge, the
Cooper-Frost-Austin House i stheonly building i nthecity which retains
seventeenth century architectural characteristics. Mst notable of these
are thelarge pilastered center chimey, thesteeply pitched roof and t he
overhanging eastern gable.

The house, which still stands on itsoriginal site, was probably built
in several stages; theeastern part of thestructure was thefirst conpleted,
then t hewestern part and later therear lean-to./ The Society for the Preser-
vation of New England Antiquities, which has owned t he house since 1912 and gpens
it tothepublic, dates theeastern part of t hehouse from 1657 but other
sources give thedate as 1680. The western portion of thehouse was added c.
1720,

The Cooper-Frost-Austin House was built on |land owned by Deacon and
Sel ect man John Cooper. Cooper's grandson Walter built the 1720 addition.
The |ater Cooper, Frost and Austin owners of t hehouse were descendants of
John Cooper, i nwhose fami |y t heproperty remained until i twas acquired by
the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities. AT tF,.

The Cooper-Frost-Austin House i simportant tothestate of Massachusett s
as a well-preserved and well-maintained exanple of early New England architec-
ture, accessible tothepublic. |t has been certified a Massachusetts
Hi storic Landmark.
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Continuation Shegt Cooper-Frost-Austin House
Cambridge (Middlesex), MA
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 1

Re-evaluation of congruction datedue to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of Fhese | of the Cooper-Frost-Austin Housein
November of 2001, the construction date of the building hes now been identified as 1681-82. The
ressarch team condged of Daniel Miles and Michael Worthington of the Oxford
Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, with Anne Grady of the Society for the Preservation of
New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting as liaison. Their report, cited below, presented the
following results and conclusions. Six sampleswere taken from the original eestem section of the
building. Four samplesincluding the fireplacelintel, ceilingjoist, axia beam, and purlin were al
dated successfully athough the cross-matching between sampleswas not exceptiona, suggesting
different sourcesfor the wood. The result wastwo precisefelling dates of winter 1680/81 and
soring 1681, indicating that construction would probably have taken place during 1681 or
possbly into 1682. One purlin was dated to the winter of 1675/76, suggesting that this timber was
stockpiled. The fact that there was no cross-matching with the other samplesfrom the dte
supports thisinterpretation.

Thefull reaults of the andlyds are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Development of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eagtern Massachusetts, Phase |1, Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey and Planning
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An abridged version of the
report can be found on the website www.dendrochronology.com. The full report can be found a
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

A noteon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearstree-ring chronologies have been developed for eestem Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evdluated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isa smple one: the seesond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical housesare compared with previoudy dated ring ssquencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from Sructures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe reaults and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution mug be used ininterpreting these datesto determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction pheseof the samebuilding have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed smctures with
green or unseesoned timber, and itislikely that construction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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The Commonwedith of .M assachusetts
/ﬁbnﬂ ) 20'1&' William Francis Galvin, Secretary g{ the Commonwesdlth

M assachusetts Historical Commission
Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationa Pak Service
Nationa Regiger of Historic Faces
1201 Eye Srest NW,8*'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
Nationa Regiger of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
congtruction, basad upon dendrochronologica techniques.

Theepropertiesinclude:
Bogon (Suffolk County):

JanesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Rerce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frogt-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Farbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 » Fax; (61 7) 727-5 128
www sc state ma ugmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russ| House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Es=x County):

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucester (Es=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Easem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex Coimty):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Strest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Mesting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Trigtram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDI S, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Barngtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Hease add the endlosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination
files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationd Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Endoaures



