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House
Use:  Present Residenc e
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Date ca, 1658

Source Wenham Survey form

Style 1st Period core/2nd Period-
' vernacuxar exterior

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboards

Qut bui I di ngs Bam, possibly first
hal f of 18th ~century

Magor Alterations (with dates) Left-hand

rooms added, 1695/6; lean-to, aate
unknown; rear wings, date unknown

Condition Good

Moed No Dae  NA
Acexge - — 2.1 acres

St:'-.n9 Rural, vith meadow and thir.
woodlands to the rear™ surroundins

properties with mid 20th c. constriictior

Recorded by Anne Gradv
Organization Boston Universityv

Date July 1985



I Nt/ ENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmunity: Form No:

MASSACH EBETTS H STaRl CAL QChM SST QN L

Office of the Secretary, Boston o .
NeviTTian-Fisive-

Property Name Dodee House

Indicate each item on Lnventory form which is being continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Newman- Fi ske- Dodge house retains integrity of location, design,

mat erials and workmanship initsFirst Period features which enbody dis-
tinctive characteristics of form and constructioneligible under Criterion
C The growth of the house from single to double cell plan within the
First Period i stypical of a larger nunmber of First Period buildings

while the evidence of the raising of the chimey girt when the second cell
was added provides insight into carpentry practices attendant to those en-
| argements. The quarter-round chanfer and lanmb's tongue stop without
collar on the sutmer beam i nthe c. 1658 portion of the house i s a good
example of that relatively rare type. (See Kyprianos stop typology, type
C 2.)

The rare survival of First Period finish inplace inthis house behind a
later wall covering provides an exceptional opportunity to study 17th
century decorative finish as originally installed, untainted by 20th
century restoration.

The staircase i s a noteworthy early exanple of the use of
Renai ssance-inspired form i nan otherwise First Period building. The
 balustrade i ssimlar to that of the Parson Capen house i n Topsfield of a
decade earlier, but balusters i nthe VWnham house are even nore squat
e profile. Nevertheless, the staircase exhibits a slightly greater degree
of sophistication inthe framng of the hand rail into the newel post
rather than itsknob, and i nthe application of a half baluster at the end
of the balustrade

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Newman- Fi ske- Dodge House i s a 5 bay wide, 2 1/2 story house, with
relatively steep roof pitch, raised |ean-to and wings to either side. The
right hand portion isthe original single cell structure built possibly as
early as 1558. The left-handcell was added i n 1695/6. The lean-to
probably dates from the 18th century while the wings were constructed i n
the 19th or early 20th centuries. The clapboarded structure has a simple
Greek Revival frontispiece, ~d symmetrical fenestration of sash w ndows.
The central chimey stack has been rebuilt above the roofline

MAJCR FI RST PERI GD FEATURES

First Period features are seen i nthe left and right hand rooms, the
| obby and the right-hand chanber.

In the right-hand room the longitudinal sumrer beam 13 inches wide, has
quarter round chanfers and |amb's tongue stops. Joists are spaced 18
inches on -centers. The original First Period trim of the fireplace may be

Staple to Inventory form at bottgy
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seen through a closet behind Second Period paneling. A horizontal board,
bol dly shadow-mol ded, covers t helower part of theoriginal fireplace
lintel. Fromthetopof theboard, vertical shadow nolded boards angle out
toward t he chimey girt. Both horizontal and vertical boards have a heavy
coating of whitewash and soot.

In theright-hand chanber, there i sa sunmer beamwith 1 1/2 inch flat
chanfers and lanmb's tongue stops. The chimey girt also has a flat chanfer
and lanmb's tongue stop. The fireplace i nthis roomi s 45 inches high and
4"  wide. The fireplace i srather deep and has straight sides suggesting
it may be an original fireplace opening.

The left-hand room considerably wider than theright-hand room nust have
becone t he hall when it was added i n 1695/6. The bottom two inches of t he
longitudinal summer beam i nthis room has been cut off, so that itis

i mpossible toell how t he beam m ght have been decorated originally.
Joists are spaced 25 inches on centers. The fireplace i nthis room was
restored i ntheearly 20th century. Wiile thefirebox itself i s original,
the mouths of thetwo rear ovens appear t o have been altered by the intro-
duction of a projecting arched brick course, and thejanbs were built out
to support a new lintel displaying thepronounced adz marks characteristic

of early 20th century restorations. The new lintel i sframed intothe
chi mey post. The front and rear chimey posts exhibit an extra buttment
cheek bel ow t he one which now supports the chimey girt. | t seenms probable

that, as i nthe Gddy house i nSalem theoriginal chimey girt was set
lower i ntheendwall where head room was not needed. Wien t he second cell
was added, thegirt was raised up and set into a higher buttment cheek.

The staircase trim probably dates from thetime of theaddition ofthe

| eft-hand rooms. Joist mortise evidence i nthe lobby side ofthe
right-hand side of thechimey girt suggests that thestaircase may have
run. up toward theright originally instead of toward theleft as it does
now (making nore logical access totheright-hand room. The staircasei s
sheathed part way up with vertical boarding. A rowof very short, perhaps
eight inch long, turned balusters spans theinterval between sheathing and
a mol ded hand rail. The hand rail 1| s housed i na square newel post. A
half baluster i sapplied at theupper end of t hebalustrade. The turnings
of thebalusters aresimlar tothose found on furniture of the period.

In theattic, there i sevidence of a principal rafter/common purlin roof
with slightly differing characteristics i ntheolder and newer
There we?e 3 purlins per slope and at |east one set of rafters had a |apped

collar beam
There i sa cellar just under theolder side of thehouse and a stone
chimey foundation.

Staple tolnventory form at bott g,
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LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The house retains in the right-hand roomfireP!ace wal | fine early Second
Period raised-field paneling and a crosseted fireplace surround.

Door and wi ndow franes in the |eft-hand chanber are G eek Revival in
style, indicating a partial updating of the interior at the tine that the

G eek Revival doorway was added.

The house was restored in the early 20th century, at which time the
alterations described above were nade to the fireplace in the left-hand
room At the sane tine, the lean-to was thrown open to that roomto
create a larger living room a typical solution inearly 20th century

restorations.

A barn adjacent to the house contributes to the historical nature of the
Broperty._ Possessmg 18th century framng characteristics, it my be the
arn mentioned in a deed of 1744. [1]

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON
The building' s setting of open fields and woodl ands has been maintained.

The dwelling i s associatedwith the Rev. Antipas Newman, the Second

M nster of Vénham a nman of wealth. H married Elizabeth, the daughter of
John Wnthrop I, the founder of Ipswich. H owned the property between
1658 and 1672 and nay well have been the builder of the house.

By 1695/6 WIlisun Fiske, Jr. was the owner of the property. H appliedto
get trees from the common | and of Vénham "for board and shingle, and for

plank."[2] WIlliam Fiske was a nenber of the jury in the SalemWtchcraft
trials 1n 1692. H later publicly apologized for his participation in the

proceedi ngs.
REFERENCES

Essex County Regi stry of Deeds:
Book 88, page 40, Nov. 23, 1744
Book 13, page 184 MNov. 17, p. 130
Book 26, page 259, Dec. 12, 1712
Book 37, page 255, Feb. 5 1720

Vénham Town Records, vol 1 Vénham VénhamHistorical Society, 1930.
p. 130.

Staple to Inventory form at bott o«
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Newman—Fi ske—bodge House Essex
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Property JUame County State
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This property islistedinthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nom nation docunmentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions/ or anendnent s,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included

in the nom nation doc\imentation.

[s-"MarNAcry . " vANCCAMY 03/ 09/ 90
Nignatifrfof the Kee|$e Date of Action

Arended Itenms i n Nomi nation:

Contributing and Noncontributing Counts;

The barn i s a contributing building: the cover sumuary count sheet

incorrectly lists i tas noncontrlbuting.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout attachment)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



