
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^WISSI0K 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos , _ • 

16:10 e z t e r i o r 

16:13 summer beam, r i g h t - h a n d room 

16;14 r e a r chimney p o s t and chimney 
g i r t ( p o s s i b l y r e p o s i t i o n e d ) 

16:15 r e s t o r e d f i r e p l a c e , l e f t - h a n d 
room 

16:17 s t a i r c a s e 

15:21 d e t a i l , s t a i r b a l u s t e r s 

ketch Kap: 
1 

JAN I 4 1990 f ORH NO 

12 
l>1 

Town Wenham 
c?0^ 

Address 162 Cher rv S t r e e t 

His to r i c Name Newman-Flske-Dodge -

House 

Use: Present Re s i d enc e 

Or ig ina l Res idence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca, 1658 

Source Wenham Survey form 

Style 1st P e r i o d core/2nd P e r i o d -
' v e r n a c u x a r e x t e r i o r 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Bam, p o s s i b l y f i r s t 

h a l f of 18t h c e n t u r y 

Major Alterations (with dates) Left-hand 
rooms added , 1 6 9 5 / 6 ; l e a n - t o , aate 
unknown; r e a r w i n g s , da t e unknown 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreaqe - — ^2.1 acres 

St:'-.n9 R u r a l , v i t h meadow and t h i r . 

woodlands t o the rear^ surroundins 

properties w i t h mid 20th c. constr i ict ior 

'M REFERENCE _ 

GS QUADRANGLE 

Z E N 

19 / 342-910 / 4718-350 

Salem 

ALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by _ 

Organization 

Date J u l y 1985 

Anne Gradv 

Boston U n i v e r s i t v 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Newman-Fiske-Dodge house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s which embody d i s ­
t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n 
C. The growth of the house from s i n g l e to double c e l l plan w i t h i n the 
F i r s t Period i s t y p i c a l of a l a r g e r number of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s , 
w hile the evidence of the r a i s i n g of the chimney g i r t when the second c e l l 
was added provides i n s i g h t i n t o carpentry p r a c t i c e s attendant to those en­
largements. The quarter-round chamfer and lamb's tongue stop without 
c o l l a r on the summer beam i n the c. 1658 p o r t i o n of the house i s a good 
example of t h a t r e l a t i v e l y r a r e type. (See Kyprianos stop typology, type 
C. 2 . ) 

The rare s u r v i v a l of F i r s t Period f i n i s h i n place i n t h i s house behind a 
l a t e r w a l l covering provides an exceptional o p p o r t u n i t y t o study 17th 
century decorative f i n i s h as o r i g i n a l l y i n s t a l l e d , u n t a i n t e d by 20th 
century r e s t o r a t i o n . 

The s t a i r c a s e i s a noteworthy e a r l y example of the use of 
Renaissance-inspired form i n an otherwise F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g . The 

• balustrade i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the Parson Capen house i n T o p s f i e l d of a 
decade e a r l i e r , but b a l u s t e r s i n the Wenham house are even more squat 

• p r o f i l e . Nevertheless, the s t a i r c a s e e x h i b i t s a s l i g h t l y greater degree 
of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n i n the framing of the hand r a i l i n t o the newel post 
r a t h e r than i t s knob, and i n the a p p l i c a t i o n of a h a l f b a l u s t e r at the end 
of the balustrade. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Newman-Fiske-Dodge House i s a 5 bay wide, 2 1/2 s t o r y house, w i t h 
r e l a t i v e l y steep roof p i t c h , r a i s e d lean-to and wings to e i t h e r side. The 
r i g h t hand p o r t i o n i s the o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e b u i l t possibly as 
e a r l y as 1558. The l e f t - h a n d c e l l was added i n 1695/6. The lean-to 
probably dates from the 18th century w h i l e the wings were constructed i n 
the 19th or e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . The clapboarded s t r u c t u r e has a simple 
Greek Revival f r o n t i s p i e c e , ^ d symmetrical f e n e s t r a t i o n of sash windows. 
The c e n t r a l chimney stack has been r e b u i l t above the r o o f l i n e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period features are seen i n the l e f t and r i g h t hand rooms, the 
lobby and the r i g h t - h a n d chamber. 

I n the r i g h t - h a n d room, the l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam, 13 inches wide, has 
quarter round chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. J o i s t s are spaced 18 
inches on -centers. The o r i g i n a l F i r s t Period t r i m of the f i r e p l a c e may be 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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seen through a c l o s e t behind Second Period paneling. A h o r i z o n t a l board, 
b o l d l y shadow-molded, covers the lower p a r t of the o r i g i n a l f i r e p l a c e 
l i n t e l . From the top of the board, v e r t i c a l shadow-molded boards angle out 
toward the chimney g i r t . Both h o r i z o n t a l and v e r t i c a l boards have a heavy 
coating of whitewash and soot. 

I n the rig h t - h a n d chamber, there i s a summer beam w i t h 1 1/2 inch f l a t 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. The chimney g i r t also has a f l a t chamfer 
and lamb's tongue stop. The f i r e p l a c e i n t h i s room i s 45 inches high and 
47" wide. The f i r e p l a c e i s r a t h e r deep and has s t r a i g h t sides suggesting 
i t may be an o r i g i n a l f i r e p l a c e opening. 

The l e f t - h a n d room, considerably wider than the right-hand room, must have 
become the h a l l when i t was added i n 1695/6. The bottom two inches of the 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i n t h i s room has been cut o f f , so t h a t i t i s 
impossible to e l l how the beam might have been decorated o r i g i n a l l y . 
J o i s t s are spaced 25 inches on centers. The f i r e p l a c e i n t h i s room was 
restored i n the e a r l y 20th century. While the f i r e b o x i t s e l f i s o r i g i n a l , 
the mouths of the two rear ovens appear t o have been a l t e r e d by the i n t r o ­
duction of a p r o j e c t i n g arched b r i c k course, and the jambs were b u i l t out 
to support a new l i n t e l d i s p l a y i n g the pronounced adz marks c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of e a r l y 20th century r e s t o r a t i o n s . The new l i n t e l i s framed i n t o the 
chimney post. The f r o n t and rear chimney posts e x h i b i t an e x t r a buttment 
cheek below the one which now supports the chimney g i r t . I t seems probable 
t h a t , as i n the Ged dy house i n Salem, the o r i g i n a l chimney g i r t was set 
lower i n the endwall where head room was not needed. When the second c e l l 
was added, the g i r t was r a i s e d up and set i n t o a higher buttment cheek. 

The s t a i r c a s e t r i m probably dates from the time of the a d d i t i o n of the 
l e f t - h a n d rooms. J o i s t mortise evidence i n the lobby side of the 
right-hand side of the chimney g i r t suggests t h a t the s t a i r c a s e may have 
run up toward the r i g h t o r i g i n a l l y instead of toward the l e f t as i t does 
now (making more l o g i c a l access t o the rig h t - h a n d room). The s t a i r c a s e i s 
sheathed p a r t way up w i t h v e r t i c a l boarding. A row of very s h o r t , perhaps 
eig h t i n c h long, turned b a l u s t e r s spans the i n t e r v a l between sheathing and 
a molded hand r a i l . The hand r a i l i s housed i n a square newel post. A 
h a l f b a l u s t e r i s a p p l i e d at the upper end of the balustrade. The turni n g s 
of the b a l u s t e r s are s i m i l a r to those found on f u r n i t u r e of the period. 

I n the a t t i c , there i s evidence of a p r i n c i p a l rafter/common p u r l i n roof 
w i t h s l i g h t l y d i f f e r i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n the older and newer 
There we?e 3 p u r l i n s per slope and at l e a s t one set of r a f t e r s had a lapped 
c o l l a r beam. 

There i s a c e l l a r j u s t under the older side of the house and a stone 

chimney foundation. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: Form No: 
WENHAM 12 

Property Name: Newman-Fiske-
Dodge House 

Indicate each item on inventory form >4iidi is being continued below. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The house retains in the right-hand room fireplace wall fine early Second 
Period raised-field paneling and a crosseted fireplace surround. 

Door and window frames in the left-hand chamber are Greek Revival in 
style, indicating a partial updating of the interior at the time that the 
Greek Revival doorway was added. 

The house was restored in the early 20th century, at which time the 
alterations described above were made to the fireplace in the left-hand 
room. At the same time, the lean-to was thrown open to that room to 
create a larger living room, a typical solution in early 20th century 
restorations. 

A barn adjacent to the house contributes to the historical nature of the 
property. Possessing 18th century framing characteristics, i t may be the 
barn mentioned in a deed of 1744. [1] 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
The building's setting of open fields and woodlands has been maintained. 
The dwelling i s associated with the Rev. Antipas Newman, the Second 
Minster of Wenham, a man of wealth. He married Elizabeth, the daughter of 
John Winthrop I I , the founder of Ipswich. He owned the property between 
1658 and 1672 and may well have been the builder of the house. 

By 1695/6 Willisun Fiske, Jr. was the owner of the property. He applied to 
get trees from the common land of Wenham "for board and shingle, and for 
plank."[2] William Fiske was a member of the jury in the Salem Witchcraft 
t r i a l s in 1692. He later publicly apologized for his participation in the 
proceedings. 

REFERENCES 

Essex County Registry of Deeds: 
Book 88, page 40, Nov. 23, 1744 
Book 13, page 184 Nov. 17, p. 130 
Book 26, page 259, Dec. 12, 1712 
Book 37, page 255, Feb. 5, 1720 

Wenham Town Records, vol 
p. 130. 

1, Wenham: Wenham Historical Society, 1930. 
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