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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Preservation recommended.

This is a group of prehistoric Indian Mounds consisting of seven major 
and twenty-four smaller ones. The mounds are in a cluster along the river 
bluffs in what was once a palisaded village site. There have been a numbei 
of excavations of the mounds in the past, the most thorough being conductec 
by the Smithsonian Institution in 1934. In addition, several early 
settlers had homes in the area, and a number of Civil War battlefield 
graves were dug there. In recent years visitors have caused erosion 
problems by climbing upon the mounds. It is proposed that the seven 
major mounds be stabilized to prevent further erosion. 
Significance: 1st Order 
(Recommended Treatment: Preservation 
(Cost estimate for above: $4,000. 
Photographs enclosed

The mounds within the district are aa follows:

3. Indian Mound (No. HS 3)
A conically-shaped burial mound 33' x 54' x 9%' high. This mound was
found to contain twenty interments during the 1934 excavation. The
effigy pipe which is in the Park's museum collection was also found
in this mound.
Longitude: 88° 19' 10" Latitude: 35° 08 f 25"

4. - 9. Indian Mounds (Nos. HS 4 - HS 9)
These six large mounds are all flat-topped and generally rectangular 
in shape. They are believed to have served as the bases for temples 
or for the homes of very important persons.

4. Indian Mound (No. HS 4)
90' x 105' x 8% f high
Longitude: 88° 19' 16" Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

5. Indian Mound (No. HS 5)
86 1 x 70' x 8V high
Longitude: 88° 19' 11" Latitude: 35° 08 1 29"

6. Indian Mound (No. HS 6)
39' x 41' xll 1 high
Longitude: 88° 19' 22" Latitude: 35° 08 f 33"

7. Indian Mound (No. HS 7)
86' x 112' x 6 1 high
Longitude: 88° 19' 14" Latitude: 35° 08' 35"
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4. - 9. Indian Mounds (Nos. HS 4 - HS 9) (Continued)

8. Indian Mound (No. HS 8)
47' x 47' x 12V high
Longitude: 88° 19' 10" Latitude: 35° 08 f 34"

9. Indian Mound (No. HS 9)
42' x 58' x 10' high
Longitude: 88° 19' 13" Latitude: 35° 08' 30"

10. - 33. Indian Mounds (Nos. HS 10 - HS 33)
These twenty-four smaller mounds are generally circular in shape, and
rounded at the top. They are believed to have used as bases for
residences.

10. Indian Mound (No. HS 10)
Diameter 28'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 16" Latitude: 35° 08' 37"

11. Indian Mound (No. HS 11)
Diameter 17'; Height 1'
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 33"

12. Indian Mound (No. HS 12)
Diameter 33*; Height 3 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 11" Latitude: 35° 08' 31"

13. Indain Mound (No. HS 13)
Diameter 12'; Height I 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

14. Indian Mound (No. HS 14)
Diameter 24'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 22" Latitude: 35° 08' 35"

15. Indian Mound (No. HS 15)
Diameter 22'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 22" Latitude: 35° 08' 35"

16. Indian Mound (No. HS 16)
Diameter 26'; Height 2 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 18" Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

17. Indian Mound (No. HS 17)
Diameter 25'; -Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 18" Latitude: 35° 08' 33"
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10. - 33. Indian Mounds (Nos. HS 10 - HS 33) (Continued)

18. Indian Mound (No. HS 18)
Diameter 30'; Height 2k 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 19" Latitude: 35° 08' 32"

19. Indian Mound (No. HS 19)
Diameter 34'; Height 2 1
Longitude: 88°19' 19" Latitude: 35° 08' 29"

20. Indian Mound (No. HS 20)
Diameter 29'; Height 1%'
Longitude: 88° 19' 16" Latitude: 35° 08' 29"

21. Indian Mound (No. HS 21)
Diameter 22'; Height 1'
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 29"

22. Indian Mound (No. HS 22)
Diameter 14'; Height 1'
Longitude: 88° 19' 17" Latitude: 35° 08' 28"

23. Indian Mound (No. HS 23)
Diameter 12'; Height I 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 16" Latitude: 35° 08' 28"

24. Indian Mound (No. HS 24)
Diameter 16'; Height 1%'
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 28"

25. Indian Mound (No. HS 25)
Diameter 24'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 14" Latitude: 35° 08' 28"

26. Indian Mound (No. HS 26)
Diameter 16'; Height 1'
Longitude: 88° 19' 11" Latitude: 35° 08' 27"

27. Indian Mound (No. HS 27)
Diameter 14'; Height 1'
Longitude: 88° 19' 11" Latitude: 35° 08' 27"

28. Indian Mound (No. HS 28)
Diameter 19'; Height 1%'
Longitude: 88° 19' 10" Latitude: 35° 08' 26"
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10. - 33. Indian Mounds (Nos. HS 10 - HS 33) (Continued)

29. Indian Mound (No. HS 29)
Diameter 25'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 10" Latitude: 35° 08' 23"

30. Indian Mound (No. HS 30)
Diameter 22'; Height 1%'
Longitude: 88° 19' 11" Latitude: 35° 08 1 22"

31. Indian Mound (No. HS 31)
Diameter 14'; Height I 1
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

32. Indian Mound (No. HS 32)
Diameter 26'; Height 2'
Longitude: 88° 19' 17" Latitude: 35° 08' 32"

33. Indian Mound (No. HS 33)
Diameter 28' Height 2V
Longitude: 88° 19' 15" Latitude: 35° 08' 36"
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

|2£] Pre-Columbian | ] 16th Century

I I 15th Century | | 17th Century

| | 18th Century 

[~] 19th Century

[~1 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal

[X] Prehistoric

I | Historic 

( | Agriculture 

[~~| Architecture 

C3 Art

| | Commerce 

[~1 Communications 

I | Conservation

|~~1 Education 

Q Engineering 

[~1 Industry 

Q] Invention 

[| Landscape

Architecture 

[~1 Literature 

[~1 Military 

Music

O Political

Q Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

( | Science

Q Sculpture

[ | Social/Human­ 

itarian

Q Theater

Q Transportation

(~~1 Urban Planning 

[~] Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

While these mounds played only a peripheral part in the Battle of Shiloh 
(April 6-7, 1862), for which the area was set aside as a National Military 
Park and later placed on the National Register; they are considered to 
be one of the finest gr6ups of such mounds along the Tennessee River. 
Archeological evidence shows that these mounds were constructed before 
the Indians had any contact with European trade goods and that they may 
date back as early as 800 years ago. Most of the mounds have been dug 
into, or otherwise disturbed, in the past. Although these excavations 
apparently resulted in the finding of a considerable number of artifacts 
(including the stone human effigy pipe now in the park's museum collection), 
even the most recent and thorough excavation, that conducted by the 
Smithsonian Institution in 1933-34, was limited to the testing of only 
three mounds and asmall percentage of the village area. Hence the major 
portion of the site remains undisturbed. It thus constitutes a major 
archeological resource. Approximately 30 burials were recovered from 
Dr. Robert's 1933-34 excavations; the stone human effigy pipe from 
Colonel Cornelius Cadles 1899 excavations.



Chambers, Moreau, "The Indian Mounds 
National Park Service, (No date).

Roberts, "Indian Mounds in Shiloh Bat 
Work of the Smithsonian Inst

5 - Shiloh National Military Park", 

itlefield". ExoloratiOns and Field
:itution in 1934, pp. 65-68.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES f 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY »

———— ————————————————————————— F
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 35° 08 • 42 " 88 ° 19- 26" 
NE 35° 08 '42 " 88 ° 19' 08" 
SE 35° 08 ' 18 " 88 ° 19' 08" 
sw 35° 08 ' 18 " 88 ° 19' 26"

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
j OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 I il 0 i li

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 78

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE
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COUNTY: CODE
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NAME AND TITLE: DATE:

Robert Nash, Chief I&RM 4-15-75
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Shiloh National Military Park
STREET AND NUMBER: 4, PHONE:

901-689-3410
CITY^JR 4}^ .^. ..-«£•$•;•

( -,y '. Shiloh

State Liaison Officer recommendation: 
D^Yes 
O No f 

Q None LL. J -4- ^ jT]\*Ai^

State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­ 
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom­ 
mended level of significance is Rg National | | State
a t^i . , ~) 7 A/1 (1• • w///. /(jlm^ V/.3/7?

FetfeTayRepreyeAt&iveSi&naturd j /_ Daf/ '

trA-faz^ ^>.///l/y^W^e<M^^
/ T/(/e / w —^

STATE CODE

Tennessee

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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NP8 Form 1040fr« OM0 Appmtl No. 102+0011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Section number ___ Page

Indian Mounds Hardin County, TENNESSEE

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVAL Keeper

Name change to Shiloh Indian 
Mounds Site



(HD

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service G 2 4

National Register of Historic Places NATION 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Page _J —

The National Register name for this property was listed as "Indian Mounds". 
The site has recently been designated a National Historic Landmark with the 
name "Shiloh Indian Mounds Site". The latter name is more appropriate and, 
therefore, should also be the National Register name.

_________________
Herbert L. Harper, ~DeputyA$tate Historic Preservation OfficerDate

Tennessee Historical Commission

Edwin Bearss, Feaeral Preservation Officer 
National Park Service



NM Form 104004 MM Afpmvtl No, fOM-OOff 
(MD

United States Department of the Interior mi • • 
National Park Service JUL ' f

Shiloh Indian Mounds Site 

Section number 7 Page 2

The National Register name for this property was listed as "Indian Mounds". 
The site has recently been designated a National Historic Landmark with the 
name "Shiloh Indian Mounds Site". The latter name is more appropriate and, 
therefore, should also be the National Register name.


