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QNAME ™
HISTORIC N~urch/jif the First Religious Society e¢(Unitaria»>-

AND/OR COMMON
Unitarian Church and Parish Hall

OLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER 36 Plsasant Street
_NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Newburyport VICINITY OF Sixth

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Essex 009

HCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) JtPRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE — BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT X_RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
— NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

[OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME - o . . .
First Religious Society (Unitarian)
STREET & NUMBER

26 Pleasant Street

| NewburvDort VICINITY OF Massachusetts 01950
[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

REASIRY 0F DEEDEIC Flrst Religious Society (Unitarian)
STREETS NUMBER
26 Pl easant Street
aTy, ToOm STATE
Newbur yport Massachusetts 01950

a REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

TTE Inventory of theHistoric Assets of the Commonweal th
Historic American Buildings Survey (MASS 473, 623)

DATE 1969 (Massachusetts.
1940, g.Q4S fHARq’\ -XFEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SREY REIPES Massachusetts Historical Conmmission; Library of Congress

CITY, TOWN STATE

Boston (Washington, DC) Massachusetts



B DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE
-GOOD -RUINS 3CALTERED -MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Church of theFirst Religious Society, Unitarian, i slocated i ndowntown New
buryport near Market Square (National Register 2/25/71) but not contiguous toit.
The church faces Pleasant Street andi sset back 25feet fromthe street [ine.

The Parish Hall next door i ssituated approximately 60 feet fromthestreet and i s
fronted by a small lawn. Thesidewalk i nfront of thebuildings i sredbrick, and
utility poles have been renpbved and wires installed underground. The surrounding
bui l dings on Pleasant Street arecomercial and derive principally fromthe late
nineteenth century.

The Church of theFirst Religious Society washuilt and dedicated i n1801. Although
the architect i sunknown, t hedesign of thebuilding bears a striking resenblance

to a Sanuel Mclntire church i nSalemwhich has a simlar spire. Historian JohnJ.
Currier has speculated that thechurch nay have been t hework of Tinothy Pal mer who
designed t he Essex Merrimac bridge.

The church i stwo stories high andisbuilt onagranite block foundation. The
exterior walls aresheathed i nclapboard, arid theridge roof i scovered with dark
asphalt shingles. A single brick chimey rises through therear of theroof slightly
to theleft of theridge line.

The church has asits prototype thefamus St. Martin's-in-the-Fields in London,
designed by Janes, G bbs i nabout 1700. Themagnificent spire of theNewduryport
church was described by McIntire himself asthe™ . . . rival [of]anything in New
Engl and. " The central entrance i ssurnounted by a handsome fanlight and pedi ment
and i s balanced by two doors oneither side. Over themain entrance i saPalladian
wi ndow, above which there i sa fanlighted pediment. Thechurch i sseven bays deep,
and t heshuttered wi ndows have twelve over twelve lights onboth thefirst and
second stories. Theexterior of thebuilding has been virtually unchanged since
the time of it sconstruction.

Oh theinterior thePalladianmotif of theexterior i sechoed onthewall behind
the pulpit. Corinthianpilasters support thepediment which surmunts the w ndow.
Also of interest aret hebox pews, sone of which have drawers which were usedt o
hold bread boards onwhich thelunch was placed. Theinterior has undergone
several mnor alterations. 1n1839thepulpit was lowered approximtely one foot
and was noved back about eight feet against thewall. The chandeliers and sounding
board were renmoved around thesame time. Gas illumination was installed i nsub-
sequent years, and when i nthis century electricity was put i n, theolder gas fix-
tures were used as housings.

Next door tothechurch i stheParish Hall, built i n1873. This building resenbles

its neighbor i nits use of white clapboards, shuttered w ndows, andfluted comer
pilasters.

"J M Howells, TheArchitectural Heritage of fche Merrimac.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Church of theFirst Religious Society, Unitarian i n Newburyport i ssignificant
as a fine exanple of Federal architecture and for i ts associationswith outstanding
citizens of Newburyport and Massachusetts. The church was built i n1801 andre-

pl aced an eairlier and nore nodest church which had stood i n nearby Market Square.
The handsore design of t henew church, no doubt inspired by thewrk of Sanuel
McIntire i nSalem i sFederal architecture at i tsfinest. Elegant detail, par-
ticularly inthecentral entry andt hePalladi anw ndowon t hefacade, atteststo
the refinement inherent i nthenore sophisticated exanples of t heFederal period.

The first minister of thechurch was t heReverend John Lowel | whose descendants

are listed anong t hecountry's most distinguished authors, educators and professional
nmen. Reverend Lowell's son. Judge John Lowel | was responsible for t heclause

"Al'l nen areborn free and equal” being written into theConstitution of Massachusetts.

Anot her important clergyman of t hechurch was Reverend Thormas Wentworth Higginson,
friend of Theodore Parker and W lliam LI oyd Garrison. According tochurch records,
visitors totheFirst Religious Society included John Quincy Adans and Theodore
Parker. Anmong t hechurch's nany distinguished parishionerswere t he em nent

| awyer Theophilus Parsons, wealthy merchant Nathaniel Tracy and rmany ot hersi m
portant i n Newburyport history such as Theophilus Bradbury and Col onel Edward

W ggl eswor t h.

The church i salso proud of it s1834 organ built by Joseph Alley of Newburyport.
An Act of Parliament clock of the1790's hangs i nt hechurch, and t he comuni on
silver contains silver tarikards dating from 1743 t o 1805. The baptismal bow was
created fromsilver dollars donated by parishionersand was nade i n1804 by t he
fanmous Moulton firm of silversmiths of Newburyport.
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February 18, 1976

RECEVED
M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration HB 24 196
National Register
National Park Service NATIONAL
US Department of thelnterior REGISTER

Washi ngton, DC 20240
Dear Charl es:
Encl osed please find two nomi nationforns for thefollowing properties:

11 Chicopee, Dwi ght Manufacturing Conpany Housing District
2. Newburyport, Unitarian Church and Parish Hall

These properties have been voted eligible for subm ssion by t heMassachusetts
Historical Conmission (State Review Board) and have been signed by t he State
Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A \V¥mv
Encl osures
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