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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William T. Leitch House, a fine example of American Gothic Revival 
Architecture, is a two-story structure, constructed of native buff-colored 
sandstone which was quarried in Westport, barged across Lake Mendota, 
and cut on the building site. The residence is characterized by steep 
gables with pierced tracery bargeboards, finials, and pendants. There 
are delicately carpentered Tudor arches on the porches of the front facade 
On the steep slate roof, at the intersection of the two main gables, is 
a glass-enclosed cupola reached by a winding stairway and topped by a 
wrought iron railing.

The interior contains nine fireplaces, three of which are faced and 
mantested in White Italian marble, one is ivory-flecked cocoa marble with 
brass framing, one is butter-tiled with musical cherubs, another is faced 
with hand-painted stylized flower tile and mantdted in a Renaissance de­ 
sign, and the other three are unornamented and in the original brick. 
The house also contains three stairways; the main stairway, in the central 
reception hall, is a spiral stairway with a black walnut newel post.

The Leitch House, with only such minor interior alterations as installa­ 
tion of plumbing and electricity, is preserved in excellent condition and 
still has the original etched glass arched panels and transoms of the 
two main doors, and the original heavy plate windows and porcelain door­ 
knobs .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Leitch House is a well-preserved example of Southwest Wisconsin's 
tradition of fine stonework, constructed in an American Gothic Revival 
style. The building is, constructed of local buff-colored sandstone and 
displays the characteristic elements of the style in its steep, pointed 
gables with pierced tracery bargeboards, finials, pendants and delicate 
carpentry work. The architecture is attributed to August Kutzbock.

The Leitch House is also associated with several historically signifi­ 
cant personages who have been prominent in civic, educational and politi 
cal service to the community. Of local significance were Mayor William 
T. Leitch and Mayor Moses R. Doyon, who lived in the house~~5e£ween the 
years^of 1857-1881'and 1881-1902, respectively. The next and most 
famous owner was of both local and national importance* Nils_?_._ Jlaugen, 
a prominent figure in the Progressive movement and a close friend to 
Robert M. LaFollette, Sr., was a Wisconsin State Tax Commissioner, a 
member of the State Assembly, and a United States Congressman. During 
his ownership of the house from 1902 to 1934, Haugen won national renown 
as a tax expert and was a major figure in the implementation of Wiscon- 
s«i1s graduated income tax law.

The Leitch House is an Official Landmark of the City of Madison.
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