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Wi stari?urst, with itsmnmansion, |aws and gardens, occupies a city blocl
in Hol yoke bounded by Beech (Route 202), Cabot, Pine and Hanpshire Streets.
Two large marble lions, inported from Italy i nthe 1880's, decorate either
side of t heCabot Street wal kway entrance. Rhododendrons, laurel, azaleas
and other shrubs border theestate while thegrounds contain rose beds, a
smal | sunken pool and anoriental teahouse. What once was t hecarriage hous”
is nowa youth nuseum The nane of t hemansion derives from the wistaria
vines which cover nost of itsouter walls.

The mansion i sa clapboard structure andconsists of three sections:
the three-story original section, a two-story hall, attached t ot hewest end,
and a wing containing a conservatory andnusic room The mansion i s approacl”ed
by a semi-circular drive which leads from Beech Street t ot he porte-cochere.
Fromhere t heentrance gives into t henmain hall, which i sthenewest part of
the house. Designed i n1927 by Wlson, Eyre andMcl|lvaine, this two-story sooob
contains a marble lobby ajJ circular staircase witH decoratiive ironbalustracl
The music room (joined t othehall by theconservatory) was added i n 1913.
Its east wall is broken by a pair of bronze French doors while t hewest wall m
carries thedecorative brickwork of theexterior chimmey for thetwo fireplacie
in theroom

The ol dest and nost domi nant portion of themansion i stheoriginal
three-story square house t owhich themin hall was attached. Built c. 1848,

this section was noved t othis locationi nsections i n1874.. At this time, 70
the roof was alteredtoitspresent Mansard style. Slate shingles coverthe C
roof and segmentally arched pediments topthedormers. Two porches,, one n

above t heother, areattached t ot heeast side of this section. The |ower
one carriestothesouth side of t hehouse and beconmes a ground |evel terrac

. . , o)

Two interior features of theearly part of themansion areworthy of mer tigp
the Chi ppendal e Roomf‘t he wal | paper of which i sinperfect condition, and the Z
"Leat her Rooni which haswalls covered i ntooled, hand-painted |eather. on

The plan of thenusic roomis based on a basilica. A lowplatformed
staging occupies thearea of theapse. The aisles arefornmed by two ranges
of paired Tuscan colums onplinths, each of which supports a full entablatuije
with a deep modillioned and denticulated cornice. This cornice i sechoedat
the topof thewalls of theroom Fromthese cornices rise thebarrel vaultejd
ceilings of thenave and aisles. Belowthecornice level, thewallsare
decorated by pilasters which echo t hedesign of thecolums. The cornice itslelf
forms t hedecorative element for thefloor of t henusicians balcony which
located at therear of thehall above t hedoorway. Supported by consolegjl9
its balustrade i sconposed of decorated balusters and four plinths.. ~The
wal | behind t hebalcony i ssem -circular, itsceiling coved. BeloW?"iejrnrjA
cony a Palladian-type arch, supported by Tuscan pilasters and lonflr?Y col\ims,
leads t ot heconservatory. [<0( -JANS

NYT QYA

The mansion i si ngood condition, but duet olack of funds, i”*jhasp*Qig-
impossible t omaintain thegrounds properly. Thus thegrounds regti+*» consiqer
work t orestore themtotheir original plan and beauty.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

W stariahurst, theformer estate of theSkinner family, occupies a city
bl ock i n Hol yoke, Massachusetts. For three generations, "Skinner" wast he
| eading word i nthemanufacture of silk and satin i ntheUnited States. The
estate, built on theprofits of that manufacture, includes thefamly mansion,
the carriagehouse, extensive |awns, and formal gardens with an oriental tea--
house.

The first Skinner mill was built by WIHMN|||Idayldl]|;. at WIliamsburg,
Massachusetts, i n1848. The business expanded rapidly and that town became
known as "Skinnerville." 1 n1874, when t hemi |l dam and buil dings were des-
troyed by a flood, theHolyoke Water Power Conpany contacted Skinner and i n-
vited himt orelocate his business i n Holyoke. As an inducenent. Skinner
was given theland on which Wstariahurst stands. The mills again prospered
and played a mpjor role i ntheecononmic growth of Holyoke.

The original section of the mansion was constructed c. 1848 i nW Il ians'
bvirg and was noved t oits present location i n1874 when Skinner relocated.

In 1913, a conservatory and nusic hall, designed by Luce of Philadel phia,
were added t ot hesouthwest facade of t hehouse. A second addition was nade
to themansion i n1927. A two-story main hall, i tincludes a marble |obby
and circular stairway; it was designed by Wlson Eyre.

As well as being manufacturers, menbers of theSkinner famly were also
known as philanthropists and patrons of art and nusic. W/ Iliam Skinner was
noted for his support of religious and educational institutions, including
G ace and Holy Rosary Churches i n Hol yoke and Smith, Vassar and Mount Hol yoke
Colleges. WIlliam s son Joseph establishedtheJoseph A Skinner Miseum
which he bequeat hed t o Mount Hol yoke Col |l ege; he was also t hedonor of the
Skinner State Park, South Hadley. 1 n1916, Skinner's daughters. Belle and
Kat herine, establishedthe Skinner Coffee House, which |ater became t he Hlyo|k
"ommunity Center. FollowingWrld VWar |, Belle Skinner's work i ntherestor
tion of theVillage of Hatton-Chatel i nFrance gained her t hetitle Chevalier
S | alegion d' Honneur. She was also internationally known for her collection
Of antique musical instiruments. Originally housed i nthenusic hall at Ws-
tariahurst, thecollection i snow at Yale University.

The last nenber of thefamly toreside i nt henmansion was Katherine
Skinner, who deeded the propertytotheCity of Holyoke for cultural purposes
Ln 1959. Since then, Wstariahurst has become t heHol yoke Miseumof Nat ur al

(continued)
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As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1965 (PublicL aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it has been
»»wvaluated accordins; tothec-iteria andprocedures set
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| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

. L. . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Hi&tojic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

Rational - State - Local S
Name

phn F. X Davoren

. secretary of t he Conmonweal t h

Tite chajrman, Massachusetts

Historical Conmi ssion
Dat e Date
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8. Significance (continued)

History and Art, and now houses collections of paintings and other art works,
anthropol ogi cal and geol ogi cal specinmens, and menorabilia of Hol yoke's history;
the carriage house has been converted into a youth nuseum School groupsare
brought t oW stariahurst t oview these collectionsandt ostudy the architectur
of thebuilding. Art classes areheld here during theacadenic year, and
travelling art exhibits arepresented on a nonthly basis. Concerts are pre-
sented i nthemusic hall during fall, winter and spring.

GPO 921.724
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History and Art
2. LOCATION

STATE
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238 Cabot Street
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DATE
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" StecrelitTy/

yhaiiac/tu:)etts ] Nijlerical "Acmniiiiicn

Decenber 18, 1972

M. Jerry Rogers, Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
1100 L Street N W
Washi ngton, DC 20005 CERTI FI ED NAl L
Dear M. Rogers:
Encl osed are National Register siibmssions for:
1.  Essex County, VWnham VeénhamHistoric District
2. Essex County, Marbl ehead El bridge Gerry House
3. Hanpden County, Holyoke Holyoke Miuseumof Natural History s Art
These have been declared eligible for siibmssionby the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Cormonwealth John F X Davoren, State Liason Officer

Sincerely yours.

V

Robert B Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Enc.
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Al so Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy
Hon. Edward M. £r ook«

Hon. Silvio O, Conta
Woa. Jo™m*ioakl ey
Hon. Hobert Driaen

Director, Northeast Region

L ocation

Hol yoVe
[ nui pden Gounty

Boston (Roxbury DlsLrict)
Suffol k Govnty

Boat oa (Mybury District)
Suffolk Coimy

SwUjury
lilddleecs. Coimty

Hon. Jobn F. 2» Davoren

Secretary of th« Cou;rionwedth

CiiarTTian, liassachusetta
Historical Cocsaissioa

40 Beacon .Street

Boston, li&ss&chMBdta 02106

AR NRowmand: pel 5/7/73



