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|4 OWNER OF PRQPERrT 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

City of Holyoke (Holyoke Public Library Corporation) 
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5. tOCATJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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Hampden County Registry of Deeds 
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H^^/tf j?RJ|S|NTATtON m EXISTING SURVEYS 
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7, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good 

(Check One) 

I I Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins O U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

^ A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 

CCftecfc O n e ; 

B Moved • O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

W i s t a r i ^ u r s t , with i t s mansion, lawns and gardens, occupies a c i t y blocl 
i n Holyoke bounded by Beech (Route 202), Cabot, Pine and Hampshire Streets. 
Two large marble l i o n s , imported from I t a l y i n the 1880's, decorate either 
side of the Cabot Street walkway entrance. Rhododendrons, l a u r e l , azaleas 
and other shrubs border the estate while the grounds contain rose beds, a 
small sunken pool and an o r i e n t a l teahouse. What once was the carriage hous^ 
i s now a youth museum. The name of the mansion derives from the wistaria 
vines which cover most of i t s outer walls. 

The mansion i s a clapboard structure and consists of three sections: 
the three-story o r i g i n a l section, a two-story h a l l , attached to the west end, 
and a wing containing a conservatory and music room. The mansion i s approacl^ed 
by a semi-circular drive which leads from Beech Street to the porte-cochere. 
From here the entrance gives i n t o the main h a l l , which i s the newest part of 
the house. Designed i n 1927 by Wilson, Eyre and Mclllvaine, t h i s two-story 
contains a marble lobby ax)3[ c i r c u l a r staircase witH decoratiive i r o n balustracl 
The music room (joined to the h a l l by the conservatory) was added i n 1913. 
I t s east w a l l i s broken by a pair of bronze French doors while the west wall 
carries the decorative brickwork of the exterior chimney for the two f i r e p l 
i n the room. 

JfOOOb 

m 

Lacie 

The oldest and most dominant portion of the mansion i s the o r i g i n a l 
three-story square house to which the main h a l l was attached. B u i l t c. 1848, 
t h i s section was moved to t h i s location i n sections i n 1874.. At t h i s time, 
the roof was altered to i t s present Mansard s t y l e . Slate shingles cover the 
roof and segmentally arched pediments top the dormers. Two porches,, one 
above the other, are attached to the east side of t h i s section. The lower 
one carries to the south side of the house and becomes a ground le v e l terrac 

Two i n t e r i o r features of the early part of the mansion are worthy of 
the Chippendale Room^the wallpaper of which i s i n perfect condition, and the 
"Leather Room" which has walls covered i n tooled, hand-painted leather. 

The plan of the music room i s based on a b a s i l i c a . A low platformed 
staging occupies the area of the apse. The aisles are formed by two ranges 
of paired Tuscan columns on p l i n t h s , each of which supports a f u l l entablatuije 
with a deep modillioned and denticulated cornice. This cornice i s echoed at 
the top of the walls of the room. From these cornices r i s e the barrel vaultejd 
ceilings of the nave and aisles. Below the cornice l e v e l , the walls are 
decorated by pi l a s t e r s which echo the design of the columns. The cornice i t s l e l f 
forms the decorative element fo r the f l o o r of the musicians balcony which 
located at the rear of the h a l l above the doorway. Supported by consolegjl9 
i t s balustrade i s composed of decorated balusters and four plinths.. T̂he 
wall behind the balcony i s semi-circular, i t s c e i l i n g coved. BeloWv^iej^^j^ 
cony a Palladian-type arch, supported by Tuscan p i l a s t e r s and lonflr^Y col\imns, 
leads to the conservatory. [<0( -JAN 3 

. . . . . . NATIOAlAL 
The mansion i s i n good condition, but due to lack of funds, i^jhasp^^Qjig-

impossible to maintain the grounds properly. Thus the grounds reqti±̂ » consiqer 
work to restore them to t h e i r o r i g i n a l plan and beauty. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Wistariahurst, the former estate of the Skinner family, occupies a c i t y 
block i n Holyoke, Massachusetts. For three generations, "Skinner" was the 
leading word i n the manufacture of s i l k and satin i n the United States. The 
estate, b u i l t on the p r o f i t s of that manufacture, includes the family mansion, 
the carriage house, extensive lawns, and formal gardens with an o r i e n t a l tea--
house. 

The f i r s t Skinner m i l l was b u i l t by Wil!|̂ ||||g|gy|g|||;. at Williamsburg, 
Massachusetts, i n 1848. The business expanded rapidly and that town became 
known as "Skinnerville." I n 1874, when the m i l l dam and buildings were des­
troyed by a flood, the Holyoke Water Power Company contacted Skinner and i n ­
vited him to relocate his business i n Holyoke. As an inducement. Skinner 
was given the land on which Wistariahurst stands. The m i l l s again prospered 
and played a major role i n the economic growth of Holyoke. 

The o r i g i n a l section of the mansion was constructed c. 1848 i n Williams' 
bvirg and was moved to i t s present location i n 1874 when Skinner relocated. 
In 1913, a conservatory and music h a l l , designed by Luce of Philadelphia, 
were added to the southwest facade of the house. A second addition was made 
to the mansion i n 1927. A two-story main h a l l , i t includes a marble lobby 
and c i r c u l a r stairway; i t was designed by Wilson Eyre. 

As well as being manufacturers, members of the Skinner family were also 
known as philanthropists and patrons of a r t and music. William Skinner was 
noted for his support of re l i g i o u s and educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , including 
Grace and Holy Rosary Churches i n Holyoke and Smith, Vassar and Mount Holyoke 
Colleges. William's son Joseph established the Joseph A. Skinner Museum, 
which he bequeathed to Mount Holyoke College; he was also the donor of the 
Skinner State Park, South Hadley. In 1916, Skinner's daughters. Belle and 
Katherine, established the Skinner Coffee House, which l a t e r became the Holyo|k 
"ommunity Center. Following World War I , Belle Skinner's work i n the restor 
t i o n of the Village of Hatton-Chatel i n France gained her the t i t l e Chevalier 
Se l a Legion d'Honneur. She was also i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known for her collecti o n 
Df antique musical instiruments. O r i g i n a l l y housed i n the music h a l l at Wis­
tariahurst, the co l l e c t i o n i s now at Yale University. 

The l a s t member of the family to reside i n the mamsion was Katherine 
Skinner, who deeded the property to the City of Holyoke f o r c u l t u r a l purposes 
Ln 1959. Since then, Wistariahurst has become the Holyoke Museum of Natural 
(continued) . , 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y 

Hampden 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR ^ 3 1973 
(Number all entries) 

8. Significance (continued) 

History and A r t , and now houses collections of paintings and other a r t works, 
anthropological and geological specimens, and memorabilia of Holyoke's history; 
the carriage house has been converted into a youth museum. School groups are 
brought to Wistariahurst to view these collections and to study the architectur 
of the building. Art classes are held here during the academic year, and 
t r a v e l l i n g a r t exhibits are presented on a monthly basis. Concerts are pre­
sented i n the music h a l l during f a l l , winter and spring. 

GPO 921.724 
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6^ S^ecrelitTy/ 

^y^aiiac/tu:)etts •]^ijlcrical '^cmniiiiicn 

December 18, 1972 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Chief of Registration 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street N W 
Washington, D.C. 20005 CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Enclosed are National Register siibmissions f o r : 

1. Essex County, Wenham Wenham Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

2. Essex County, Marblehead Elbridge Gerry House 

3. Hampden County, Holyoke Holyoke Museum of Natural History s Art 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for siibmission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F.X. Davoren, State Liason Officer. 

Sincerely yours. 

V 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enc. 
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Hon. Jobn F . 2» Davoren 
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CiiairTTian, liassachusetta 
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40 Beacon .Street 
Boston, li&sa&chMBetta 02106 
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