


NATT QW REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The North Lexington Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting
materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. | tis significant as a small but intact
grouping of turn-of-the-century dwellings and outbuildings, nmost of which were associ ated
with the Childs family and their dairy business. The dairy barn i s an especially rare sur-
vivor. The houses, although in nmany cases sided, retain nost of their Italianate, Mansard
and Col oni al Revival features. Thedistrict nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register
of Historic Places.

ARH TECTURL S GNH GANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

The North Lexington Street Historic District is asmall but intact grouping of four dwellings
and one | arge dairy barn dating fromthe late 19th andearly 20th centuries. Al |l are large,
commodi ous structures designed in avariety of architectural styles including Italianate,
Mansard, and Col oni al Revival. Historically, this area was considered part of Piety Corner
CArea F) but because of the nunber of modern intrusions now separating the twoareas, they
"are proposed as twodistinct National Register districts. Lexington Street i s now a busy
north-south thoroughfare and the existence of a cohesive group of turn-of-the-century houses
_and outbuildingsis very unusual.

Individual buildings aredescribed bel ow

The Elias B. Armstrono House, 508 Lexington Street (1865/cl905, G156), located at the corner
of Curve Street (S), is the oldest house inthe district. |tis a2i story gable "roofed
structure with a symmetrical three bay facade. Three-part w ndows with pedi nented heads are

HSTARCAL SAGNHGCMNE. Explain historical Inportance of area and howthe area re®a™” to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

Historically, the land that now comprises the North Lexington Street Historic District was
considered t obe part of Piety Corner, the aame given tothat part of Waltham in the vicinity
of Lexington and Lincoln Streets. Piety Corner was one of Waltham s earliest settlement

areas (Area F), andthe history of the |and enconpassed by the district canbe traced back
tothe 17th century. [Itssignificance however dates tothe late-19th and early 20th centuries
when i t was developed as an inmportant dairy farm by menbers of the Childs family.

Al'l the houses in the district are onland that was purchased i n 1681 by Jonathan
Sanderson, Sr., one of the earliest settlers inthe Piety Corner area. Wen Sanderson
divided his land among his heirs inthe early 18th century, however, the division be-
tween the twoholdings fell across, what is nowthis district. The house at 508 Lexington
Street is onland that went t oJonathan Sanderson |I| andwas associated with the
Sanderson House formerly at the corner of Lexington and Lincoln Streets (see form #150).
The houses at 520, 528, and 536 Lexington Street are onland that went t o John andthent o
Samuel Sanderson and i s associated with the Sanderson House at 562 Lexington Street (see
form #160).

(cont)
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Sanderson, Ednund L.
1927.  The Story of Piety Corner. Typescript. Vialtham Public Library.
1929. Piety Corner Club and it sAntecedents. History of Piety Corner. VWL
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Neither part of theDistrict was built on, however, until the second half of the
nineteenth century. 1 n 1865 thel ot at the corner of Lincoln and what becane Qurve Street
was acquired by Elias BArnstrong, a blacksmth who had just rented the Sanderson
blacksmth shop onlLincoln Street (see 111 Lincoln Street form. TheArnstrongs built the
house nowat 508 Lexington Street i n 1865 and were joined i n 1873 bytheWIlliam G Childs
who built the mansard nowat 528 Lexington Street. WIlliam G Childs had started a mlk
busi ness on Pond Street which henoved tothis location; hissons also went into themlk
business and built large Colonial Revival houses oneither side of their father's: Arthur
G Childs built the house nowat 520 Lexington Street i n1901 and Wlliam B Childs
constructed the house nowat 536 Lexington Street sometine between 190Mand 1907.

The most inportant historical devel opnent associated with the North Lexington Street
Historic District was the operation of the Childs m |k business. The Childs were one of
a nunber of what were known as "m | knmen" — peopl e who supplied mlk onaregular routet o
custoners i nthecity. TheChilds dairy was apparently fairly small under Wlliam G
Childs, but, after hisdeath i n1902, i t was greatly expanded by hi s sons, who built a
| arge conpl ex of buildings behind 528 and 536 Lexington, one of which i sstill standing.
Childs Brothers apparently noved part of their operation to Sonerville i nthe 1920s and
went out of business i n 1929.

The southern part of the North Lexington Street Historic District also has historical
associations. The house at 508 Lexington Street was theresidence of Thonas H Arnstrong,
a Boston lawyer and the Vltham City Solicitor from 1885-1888. Andthel ot now 520
Lexi ngton Street was, from 1892-1897, thelocation of thetennis courts of the Prospect
Tennis Cub. This club had been formed i nthemd-1880s by a group of nenfromthe Piety
Corner area. | nthecourse of itsexistence, thecourts were located at seversd different
Piety Corner residences. After the dub temporarily disbanded i n 1897, thel ot was sold
to Arthur G Childs and hebuilt the house nowat 520 Lexington Street.

Staple"to Inventory format “om
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Architectural Significance (cont)

located in the outer first story bays andin the central second story bay. The entry,
with fan andsidelight surround and balustraded porch i s a harmoni ous Col onial Revival
style addition. Wde fascia boards and overhanging cornice are remaining Italianate style
elements. All of these features remain intact despite replacement of clapboards with alum
inum siding. Thehistoric character of the property is enhanced by itsgranite retaining
wal | and gable roof barn with cupol a.

The Wlliam G Childs House, 528 Lexington Street (1873; Gl58)is the second ol dest house
in the district, andthe first t obebuilt by the Childs famly. It is a 2" story Mansard
style house with a three bay, side entry facade. |t retains itsoriginal clapboard siding
and slate roof. Important features include polygonal bays, pedinented dorner w ndows, and
a verandah wrapping around the facade andnorth elevations. A former hip roof barn was
attached as a rear el l cl902. Agranite retainingwall fronts the property.

Childs Dairy Barn, 526 Lexington Street (cl910; GI58) is a unique survivor of itstype in
Waltham |t is alarge, almost entirely unaltered structure that rises 28 stories to a
gable roof that is crowned with twin cupolas. Itsfive bayfacade features a center entry
with glazed sliding doors and an arched gable wi ndow. Original clapboard siding is retained.

The Arthur G Childs House, 520 Lexington Street (1901; GI57) is a well-preserved, andwell -
detailed exanple of the Colonial Revival style. 1tis alarge 2~ story structure enclosed
by a hip roof with paired wi ndow dormers on each slope. The house i s sheathed with clap-
boards and trimed with Corinthian corner pilasters anda dentilated modillion cornice.

The asymmetrical facade is dominated by a twostory boww ndow and a Tuscan porch.

The Wlliam B. Childs House, 536 Lexington Street (1904-07; GI59) i s another exanple of-the
Col onial Revival style with Shingle Style overtones seen in its gambrel roof with sweeping
lean-to profile. The house also features boww ndows and a Tuscan verandah with pedi nent
over the entry. Unfortunately alum num siding hasreplaced original sheathing which was
probably wood shingle.

Staple tolnventory format bottom
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Street Address Assessor's # Square Feet [lisloiic Name/lnventory // Da e Style Slali
508 Lexington St. 33-2-42 17,137 liii.s 15 ArnisLi'oiig Ilouso/ni56 1865/1905 Tttiliaiinl e/ c/C.
barn Colon!ill Rev
520 Lexington St. 33-2-31 25,780 Arlliiir G. Childs Ilouse/CL")7 11)0] Colonial [™ev. G
526 Lexington St. 33-2-29 23,430 Cliilds Dairy Barn/G158 clou V ernacul ar "
528 Lexington St. 33-2-30 16,325 William G. Childs Hse./G158 1873 Mansard C
536 Lexington St. 33-2-28 7 55,650 i I William B. Childs Hse./G159 1904-07 Colonial Rev. C
. zy V7 7 o W et
. N yz cey 7
TOTAL: : 138,322 sq.ft or 3.17 acres '
RESOURCE COUNT: Buildings 4C ONC
Structures C ONC ’
. total o o 7A 7y T

6 resources
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