


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The North Lexington Street Historic D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a small but i n t a c t 
grouping of turn-of-the-century dwellings and outbuildings, most of which were associated 
with the Childs fam.ily and t h e i r dairy business. The dairy barn i s an especially rare sur­
vivor. The houses, although i n many cases sided, re t a i n most of t h e i r I t a l i a n a t e , Mansard 
and Colonial Revival features. The d i s t r i c t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register 
of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 
The North Lexington Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s a small but i n t a c t grouping of four dwellings 
and one large dairy barn dating from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. A l l are large, 
commodious structures designed i n a variety of architectural styles including I t a l i a n a t e , 
Mansard, and Colonial Revival. H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h i s area was considered part of Piety Corner 
CArea F) but because of the number of m.odern intrusions now separating the two areas, they 

'are proposed as two d i s t i n c t National Register d i s t r i c t s . Lexington Street i s now a busy 
north-south thoroughfare and the existence of a cohesive group of turn-of-the-century houses 
_ and outbuildings i s very unusual. 

Indi v i d u a l buildings are described below: 

The Elias B. Arm.strono House, 508 Lexington Street (1865/cl905; G156), located at the corner 
of Curve Street (S), i s the oldest house i n the d i s t r i c t . I t i s a 2 i story gable'"roofed 
structure with a symmetrical three bay facade. Three-part windows with pedimented heads are 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE . Explain historical Importance of area and how the area re^a^^ to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the land that now comprises the North Lexington Street Historic D i s t r i c t was 
considered to be part of Piety Corner, the aamie given to that part of Waltham i n the v i c i n i t y 
of Lexington and Lincoln Streets. Piety Corner was one of Waltham's ear l i e s t settlement 
areas (Area F), and the history of the land encompassed by the d i s t r i c t can be traced back 

' to the 17th century. I t s significance however dates to the late-19th and early 20th centuries 
when i t was developed as an important dairy farm by m.embers of the Childs family. 

A l l the houses i n the d i s t r i c t are on land that was purchased i n 1681 by Jonathan 
Sanderson, Sr., one of the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n the Piety Corner area. When Sanderson 
divided his land among his heirs i n the early 18th century, however, the division be­
tween the two holdings f e l l across, what i s now thi s d i s t r i c t . The house at 508 Lexington 
Street i s on land that went to Jonathan Sanderson I I I and was associated with the 
Sanderson House formerly at the corner of Lexington and Lincoln Streets (see form #150). 
The houses at 520, 528, and 536 Lexington Street are on land that went to John and then to 
Samuel Sanderson and i s associated with the Sanderson House at 562 Lexington Street (see 
form #160). 

(cont) 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Neither part of the District was bui l t on, however, u n t i l the second half of the 
nineteenth century. In 1865 the l o t at the corner of Lincoln and what became Curve Street 
was acquired by Elias B Armstrong, a blacksmith who had just rented the Sanderson 
blacksmith shop on Lincoln Street (see 111 Lincoln Street form). The Armstrongs b u i l t the 
house now at 508 Lexington Street i n 1865 and were joined i n 1873 by the William G. Childs 
who bui l t the mansard now at 528 Lexington Street. William G. Childs had started a milk 
business on Pond Street which he moved to this location; his sons also went into the milk 
business and b u i l t large Colonial Revival houses on either side of their father's: Arthur 
G. Childs b u i l t the house now at 520 Lexington Street i n 1901 and William B. Childs 
constructed the house now at 536 Lexington Street sometime between 190M and 1907. 

The most important historical development associated with the North Lexington Street 
Historic Di s t r i c t was the operation of the Childs milk business. The Childs were one of 
a number of what were known as "milkmen" — people who supplied milk on a regular route to 
customers i n the city. The Childs dairy was apparently f a i r l y small under William G. 
Childs, but, after his death i n 1902, i t was greatly expanded by his sons, who bui l t a 
large complex of buildings behind 528 and 536 Lexington, one of which i s s t i l l standing. 
Childs Brothers apparently moved part of their operation to Somerville in the 1920s and 
went out of business i n 1929. 

The southern part of the North Lexington Street Historic District also has historical 
associations. The house at 508 Lexington Street was the residence of Thomas H. Armstrong, 
a Boston lawyer and the Waltham City Solicitor from 1885-1888. And the l o t now 520 
Lexington Street was, from 1892-1897, the location of the tennis courts of the Prospect 
Tennis Club. This club had been formed in the mid-l880s by a group of men from the Piety 
Corner area. In the course of i t s existence, the courts were located at seversd different 
Piety Corner residences. After the Club temporarily disbanded in 1897, the l o t was sold 
to Arthur G. Childs and he bu i l t the house now at 520 Lexington Street. 

S t a p l e " t o I n v e n t o r y form at :om 
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Architectural Significance (cont) 

located i n the outer f i r s t story bays and i n the central second story bay. The entry, 
with fan and sidel i g h t surround and balustraded porch i s a harmonious Colonial Revival 
styl e addition. Wide fascia boards and overhanging cornice are remaining I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e 
elements. A l l of these features remain i n t a c t despite replacement of clapboards with alum­
inum siding. The h i s t o r i c character of the property i s enhanced by i t s granite retaining 
wall and gable roof barn with cupola. 

The William G. Childs House, 528 Lexington Street (1873; G158)is the second oldest house 
i n the d i s t r i c t , and the f i r s t to be b u i l t by the Childs family. I t i s a 2^ story Mansard 
style house with a three bay, side entry facade. I t retains i t s o r i g i n a l clapboard siding 
and slate roof. Important features include polygonal bays, pedimented dormer windows, and 
a verandah wrapping around the facade and north elevations. A former hip roof barn was 
attached as a rear e l l cl902. A granite retaining wall fronts the property. 

Childs Dairy Barn, 526 Lexington Street (cl910; G158) i s a unique survivor of i t s type i n 
Waltham. I t i s a large, almost e n t i r e l y unaltered structure that rises 2§ stories to a 
gable roof that i s crowned with twin cupolas. I t s f i v e bay facade features a center entry 
with glazed s l i d i n g doors and an arched gable window. Original clapboard siding i s retained. 

The Arthur G. Childs House, 520 Lexington Street (1901; G157) i s a well-preserved, and w e l l -
detailed example of the Colonial Revival s t y l e . I t i s a large 2^ story structure enclosed 
by a hip roof with paired window dormers on each slope. The house i s sheathed with clap­
boards and trimmed with Corinthian corner pi l a s t e r s and a dentilated modillion cornice. 
The asymmetrical facade i s dominated by a two story bow window and a Tuscan porch. 

The William B. Childs House, 536 Lexington Street (1904-07; G159) i s another example of - the 
Colonial Revival style with Shingle Style overtones seen i n i t s gambrel roof with sweeping 
lean-to p r o f i l e . The house also features bow windows and a Tuscan verandah with pediment 
over the entry. Unfortunately aluminum siding has replaced o r i g i n a l sheathing which was 
probably wood shingle. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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barn 
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528 Lex ing ton S t . 33-2-30 16,325 W i l l i a m G. Ch i ld s Hse./G158 1873 Mansard c 
536 Lex ing ton S t . 33-2-28 7 

• Z.y 

55,650 i'^ I 

V7 7 

W i l l i a m B. C h i l d s Hse./G159 
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