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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘The W. W. Hetherington house is an irregularly shaped, ten-room,
three-story structure with a basement located in one of Atchison's
older residential neighborhoods. The house faces east and at the
northeast corner features a circular tower which extends above the
roof line. BAn octagonal tower 51tuated on the south side matches
the 01rcular ‘tower in helght.

The red brick exterior walls are trimmed with detailed carved
limestone and have been painted white. The circular tower has
ornately trimmed limestone belt courses at the floor lines and three
rectangular terra cotta panels between the second and third floors.

The tbp'of the tower supports a very detailed cornice with extensions
progectlng upward, causing it to resemble a castle tower. The north
elevation has an extended carriage entry porch with intricately detailed
woodwork. There is also a two-story carriage house situated northwest
of the main-house.

The slatle-covered mansard roof has a variety of styles of dormers.
A cornice separates the flat roof top from the mansard. The brick
walls are separated from the roof by a simple limestone cornice.

The roof of the carrlage entry is gabled with small dormers in the
cornice trim.

Windows on all floors are tall, thin rectangles trimmed in lime-
stone. Some dormer windows have arched heads and the third story
windows of the tower are arched, but the rest are rectangular.

The house has five fireplaces with imported glazed tile and
trimmed with cherry and walnut wood. The lighting system originally
featgred gas chandeliers made of brass which were later converted to
electricity. :

The most obvious change from the building's original appearance is
the-coat-of white painti: applied to the exterior.. The large porch
wrapping around the east and south sides is not original; it replaces
a flat-roofed porch which was much more intricate and ornate in detail.
A portion of the porch on the south side has been enclosed. A small
‘addition has been built at the southwest corner. ‘The decorative
-metalwork formerly located along the rldge 11nes 1s gone. ‘The carriage
house has been adapted for use as a garage. B

The general appearance of the house, ~except for the coloxr, is
much as it was orlglnally.
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-structure were drawn by architect. Alfredjueier, .and . John PeEerson was
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‘glven such names as "Bonanza Klng" and "Duke of Kansas" because of his

‘age of 42.

‘prlvate residence.

»custom observed by the house 's loccupants for almost 75 years.

'1880 and additionally is a fine example of Romanesque-influenced

The W. W.. therlngton house at 805.North 5th.street . in. Atchison was
built in 1879-1880.at a.reported cost of $6, '500. Plahs for the ten-room

the contractor.

; The Hetherlngton name is. one of the. oldest and most imp
associated with Atchlson 's . economic development.. Webste-# 1rt Hethering-
ton's father, William, founded the Exchange National Bank in 1859, two
years before Kansas became a state. Webster was hine. years old: at ‘the
time. After later attendlng Gambler College in Ohio, ‘he joined his
father's bank as a clerk in 1871. ' Five years later he became a: partner
in the bank and also the cashier.. Upon his father's death in 1890 he
became president of the bank. " During his long years of,a33001atlop
with the bank, he undertook a number of business .ventures which proved
extremely successful and earned hlm a national reputatlon as a skluled
financier. 'According to lone account, the younger Hetherlngton was

wealth. His brilliant - career was 'ended by his death in 1892 at the

The ownership of the house remained with the Hetherington famlly
d was the residence of hlS w1dow until ‘her death in 1937 and later of
hls son Wirt until his death in 1962. The house is still in use as a

The W. W. Hetherlngton house has long been a.community landmark.
The famlly of Webster. Hetherlngton established a tradition of placing a
lighted candle in. every window of the large home on Chrlstmas Eve, a

W. W. Hetherlngton because of his position with the Exchange
National Bank had a 51gn1f1cant part in the economic boom of Atchison
in the 1880's. His large brick home has been a log landmark since

architecture as adapted to a Kansas residence.
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