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Constructed in 1848, the Second Congregational Church of Newcastle is a 
large, well-preserved, and impressive example of the Gothic Revival style in 
an ecclesiastical context. The church which is of brick construction with 
wooden trim, is rectangular in plan with a central projecting facade tower. 
The main body of the building is covered by a gable roof and consists of 
one story with a full basement. Except on the facade, this basement is 
fully exposed. The tower rises three stories with an open belfry. An external 
brick cbimney is attached to the north side of the church.

The church's principal entrance is in the tower. A double-doorway within 
a Gothic arch contains two doors, each of which features four panels, the 
upper ones of Gothic arch foorm. Above the entrance is a large two-part 
Gothic window, each part being 21/12. At the third-story level is a smaller 
single Gothic window containing 21 panes. The tower:roof is decorated with 
wooden crenellation, while each side of the wooden belfry contains a pair of 
Gothic apertures. The belfry roof carries a pinnacle on each corner, capped 
with finials.

A pinnacle with finial decorates each corner of the body of the church.

The facade of the church, which faces west, is three bays wide, the 
central bay being the tower. To either side is a tall, rectangular two-part 
window with labelled lintel. The sides of the sanctuary are four bays long, 
each bay containing a rectangular stained-glass window with labelled lintel. 
Fenestration at the basement level is far simpler, consisting of rectangular 
4/4 windows in pairs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Second Congregational Church of Newcastle is the most out standing 
and impressive example of vernacular Gothic Revival ecclesiastical architecture 
executed in brick in the entire mid-coastal region of Maine. Fine examples of 
this style in wood exist in Bath and other nearby communities but nowhere in 
the region was brick used as the main fabric for such an ambitious rendering 
of the Gothic mode.

Of additional architectural interest is the unusual and detailed treatment 
of the pinnacles on the square tower and the foir corners of the building.

Located on high ground at the head of the harbor, the church is a 
prominent landmark visible from great distances to those approaching from the 
sea up the Damariscotta River.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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