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1. Name of Property

historic name Jackson Post Qffice
other names/site number Rp-J-4

2. Location

street & number Southeast corner of Hawk and Broadwav _ N AL_Inot for publication
city, town Jackson N AL ] vicinity
state Kentucky code KY county Breathitt code 025 Zipcode 41339
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[:] private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local [ district 1 0 __buildings
[T public-State [site sites
[:] public-Federal I::l structure structures
["Jobject objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Jackson Multiple Resource Area listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [:l request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the. eny@ ts t meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
T%J /o ) e 6= 11= 90

Signature of certifying official David L. Morgan Date

State Historic Preservation Officer, Kéntucky Heritage Council

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets L__]does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, heteby, certify that this property is: p
v ientered in the National Register. M /44 5@1
I see continuation sheet. A D /-QS / 20
[l determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[Iremoved from the National Register.
[lother, (explain:)

/
{ )Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

NS



6. Function or Use

.f Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

vj,Government: Post Office

Lot
i

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Government: government office
_(County health department)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and early 20th

century revivals/Italian

Renaissance

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Brick

walls Brick

Stone: Sandstone
roof Metal
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Jnationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [_]8 [Yc []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [_JA [18 [ Jc [Jp [Je [JF [e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1914 -1916 1916
Communication, government 1916-1940 1916

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Significant Pe&scn Architect/Buiider
N

Oscar Wenderoth

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

In the TLand of Breathitt compiled by the Writers' Program of the
Works Progress Administration (Northpoint, NY:

Bacon, Percy,
and Daggett, 1941).

Old Scenes of Jackson, Charles Hays (Jackson:

Enquirer, 1973).

[:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
O previously listed in the National Register [ ] other state agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register []Federal agency
[____ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
l:] recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # D Other
[Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References

ALl6] |2(89)1,80) [4,1]5,87,2,0] -8 SO N N IO AU AN I A R
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o3 NI I I T O O T A B o 3N A A I T TR I O O

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

From a point in the south corner of the intersection of Broadway and Hawk Streets, then 140 feet
southeast along the south right-of-way of Broadway; then southwest 100 feet; then northwest 140
feet to a point in the east right of way of Hawk Street; then northeast with the east right-of-way
of Hawk Street 100 feet to the point of beginning.

[X] see continuation sheet: site diagram

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes all of the contributing resource and follows the original lot lines of the
post office as existing in 1916.

See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie _ Helen Powell

ofganization H. Powell & Co. Py Inc. date 7/25/89

street & number Suite 201 2230 Tdle Hour Center telephone _(606)266-5351

city or town _Lexington state KY zip code 40502
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The Jackson Fost Office was built in 1916 at the covrner of
Broadway and Hawk Streets in Jackson, Breathitt County, Hentucky.
Breathitt County is located in st central Fentucky and is
characterized by picturesgue, mountainous terrain. The ecoromy
af the area has been traditionally linked to coal and lumber.

Designed by Oscar Wenderoth and built by the Joo 8. Rogers
Construction Company, the 20,000 sguare foot building ot
$H85, 000,00, It housed the f@d&Ydl courthouse, Army Recoruiting
Station, county health board, and the post office. In recent
years, the federal court offices have moved to Lexington and
Fikeville, and the post office has relocated outside of town.

The Jackson Fost Office is a three-story, rectangular building
with @ hip roof. The walls are a light brown brick with whitish
sandstone trim. The eaves are wide and are ornamented with
curved wooden brackets. On all of the facades, the third floor
is separated from the first by a wide, fluted stone band.

The northeast, or front, facade has seven bays on the first
fFlmor. There are three arched doorways, flanked on each side by
an aroched window equal in size to the doorways and a smaller
rectangular window with 8/8 glazing. On the windows and chooy s on
the first floor, sandstone has been used as an ~ent for the
2= ones, sills, and wainscotting. Sandstone e leact from
Fivet floor of the building down to Broadway.  The wIetn)
fluuY iz alen seven bays, with rectangular windows identical to
those found on the first floor in glaring, size and
arnamentation.  Four stone medallions symbolizing the state flank
the central windows. The second story ha, twelve rectangul ar
windows with 8/8 glazing. The windows on the third floor are
smaller and squarer than those of the first and second floors.

Tha rear or southwest facade is five bays. Because of the
slope of the terrain, the bassment is exposed on the rear on the
building fully revealing the s ne watertable which is
ohsoured on all the obther facade than the basement
entrance, there are no obher doors on the rear Tacade. The

8

fivaet floovr s three large three-part windows centrally located
an the fare. They are flanked to either side by the smaller

rectangular windows also found on the front facade., On the
second floor, directly above the three-part windows, are three
large arched windows similar to those found flanking the doorways
o the first floor of the front facade. The tops of the second
floor windows extend inte the thivd floor and are flanked to each
side by a single, almost square window.

The side, or southwest and southeast, facades of the
building are five bays, all originally windows. The windows on
packh floor correspond in size and detailing to the reotangul ar
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windows of the Tirst, second and third stories of the front and
rear Tacades.

The first floor of the intericor of the building contains the
public labby for the post office and the mail sorting area. It
has & tile floor and black marble baseboards. There are transoms
abaove the service desks., Gramite steps lead to the second floor
courtroom which has oalk paneling, brass light fixtuwres, and
marble and tile flooring., The steps to the thivd floor offices
ars slate.

On the southeast facade, there ig a metal, three-story fire
egcape built in 1980. It is accessed through windows on the
gaoond and thirvd floors which have been converted to doore.  The
metal doors and the fire escape have been painted a light brown
to blend with the color of the brick on the building.

On the rear of the bullding is a modern loading dook.
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The Jackson Post Office is significant under Criterion C as a sophisticated
example of high style design in the local architectural context. The building's
Renaissance Revival styling is a product of the mid-1910s, later in the development
of Jackson's downtown. It is also significant under Criterion A in the themes of
government and communication from its construction in 1914 until the close of the
historic period in 1940. As a post office, the building was the county's primary
and best representative of the federal government and the most important agent
of local and extra-local communication.

Breathitt County was formed in 1839 with Jackson, originally known as
Breathitt Town, named the county seat. Early travelers boated on the North Fork
of the Kentucky River, which flowed through the town, as well as plied oxcart
paths. For two decades after 1891, when the Kentucky Union Railroad made
Jackson its railhead, the community prospered as a boom town. Trade in Jackson
revolved around the region's rich coal and timber resources, as the population
skyrocketed from 8,705 in 1890 to 17,540 in 1910.

Among the important business buildings arising during this period were the
Jackson Deposit Bank (1900), First National Bank (1910), and the Hargis
Commercial Bank (1912). The Ewen Hotel (1905) and Jefferson Hotel (1913) were
added to numerous boarding houses. The Hippodrome, a movie theater, first
opened in 1906. Other civic improvements included sidewalks, and street lights,
as well as the Lexington Steam Laundry--all very unusual for Kentucky mountain
towns.

On Halloween night in 1913, a fire on Broadway destroyed thirty-six
buildings, including the post office. Its 1916 replacement provided space not only
for the postal service, but additional federal agencies.

In 1984 the Kentucky Heritage Council, the state's preservation office,
awarded a matching survey and planning grant to the Jackson Heritage Council to
identify buildings significant to the town's history. Most of the buildings
inventoried in the business district were built in the boom days. The majority are
red brick structures with metal storefronts exhibiting local interpretations of the
Italianate style. Pressed metal cornices with brackets, and elongated round-
headed windows with hood moldings and brick corbelling are common.

The Jackson Post Office is the largest and most elaborately detailed building
in the community from the early 20th Century. It differs from other commercial
or governmental buildings in its use of a light brown bricks and sandstone for
keystones, watertable, window sills, and medallions. Because the Postal Service
has vacated the structure, National Register listing is sought to aid in the
building's preservation.
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1. Name of Property

historic name Jackson Post Qffice
other names/site number Rp-J-4

2. Location

street & number Southeast corner of Hawk and Broadwav _ N AL_Inot for publication
city, town Jackson N AL ] vicinity
state Kentucky code KY county Breathitt code 025 Zipcode 41339
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[:] private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local [ district 1 0 __buildings
[T public-State [site sites
[:] public-Federal I::l structure structures
["Jobject objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Jackson Multiple Resource Area listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [:l request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the. eny@ ts t meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
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Signature of certifying official David L. Morgan Date

State Historic Preservation Officer, Kéntucky Heritage Council

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets L__]does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, heteby, certify that this property is: p
v ientered in the National Register. M /44 5@1
I see continuation sheet. A D /-QS / 20
[l determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[Iremoved from the National Register.
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6. Function or Use

.f Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

vj,Government: Post Office

Lot
i

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Government: government office
_(County health department)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and early 20th

century revivals/Italian

Renaissance

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Brick

walls Brick

Stone: Sandstone
roof Metal
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Jnationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [_]8 [Yc []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [_JA [18 [ Jc [Jp [Je [JF [e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1914 -1916 1916
Communication, government 1916-1940 1916

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Significant Pe&scn Architect/Buiider
N

Oscar Wenderoth

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

In the TLand of Breathitt compiled by the Writers' Program of the
Works Progress Administration (Northpoint, NY:

Bacon, Percy,
and Daggett, 1941).

Old Scenes of Jackson, Charles Hays (Jackson:

Enquirer, 1973).

[:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
O previously listed in the National Register [ ] other state agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register []Federal agency
[____ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
l:] recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # D Other
[Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References

ALl6] |2(89)1,80) [4,1]5,87,2,0] -8 SO N N IO AU AN I A R
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

From a point in the south corner of the intersection of Broadway and Hawk Streets, then 140 feet
southeast along the south right-of-way of Broadway; then southwest 100 feet; then northwest 140
feet to a point in the east right of way of Hawk Street; then northeast with the east right-of-way
of Hawk Street 100 feet to the point of beginning.

[X] see continuation sheet: site diagram

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes all of the contributing resource and follows the original lot lines of the
post office as existing in 1916.

See continuation sheet
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The Jackson Fost Office was built in 1916 at the covrner of
Broadway and Hawk Streets in Jackson, Breathitt County, Hentucky.
Breathitt County is located in st central Fentucky and is
characterized by picturesgue, mountainous terrain. The ecoromy
af the area has been traditionally linked to coal and lumber.

Designed by Oscar Wenderoth and built by the Joo 8. Rogers
Construction Company, the 20,000 sguare foot building ot
$H85, 000,00, It housed the f@d&Ydl courthouse, Army Recoruiting
Station, county health board, and the post office. In recent
years, the federal court offices have moved to Lexington and
Fikeville, and the post office has relocated outside of town.

The Jackson Fost Office is a three-story, rectangular building
with @ hip roof. The walls are a light brown brick with whitish
sandstone trim. The eaves are wide and are ornamented with
curved wooden brackets. On all of the facades, the third floor
is separated from the first by a wide, fluted stone band.

The northeast, or front, facade has seven bays on the first
fFlmor. There are three arched doorways, flanked on each side by
an aroched window equal in size to the doorways and a smaller
rectangular window with 8/8 glazing. On the windows and chooy s on
the first floor, sandstone has been used as an ~ent for the
2= ones, sills, and wainscotting. Sandstone e leact from
Fivet floor of the building down to Broadway.  The wIetn)
fluuY iz alen seven bays, with rectangular windows identical to
those found on the first floor in glaring, size and
arnamentation.  Four stone medallions symbolizing the state flank
the central windows. The second story ha, twelve rectangul ar
windows with 8/8 glazing. The windows on the third floor are
smaller and squarer than those of the first and second floors.

Tha rear or southwest facade is five bays. Because of the
slope of the terrain, the bassment is exposed on the rear on the
building fully revealing the s ne watertable which is
ohsoured on all the obther facade than the basement
entrance, there are no obher doors on the rear Tacade. The

8

fivaet floovr s three large three-part windows centrally located
an the fare. They are flanked to either side by the smaller

rectangular windows also found on the front facade., On the
second floor, directly above the three-part windows, are three
large arched windows similar to those found flanking the doorways
o the first floor of the front facade. The tops of the second
floor windows extend inte the thivd floor and are flanked to each
side by a single, almost square window.

The side, or southwest and southeast, facades of the
building are five bays, all originally windows. The windows on
packh floor correspond in size and detailing to the reotangul ar
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windows of the Tirst, second and third stories of the front and
rear Tacades.

The first floor of the intericor of the building contains the
public labby for the post office and the mail sorting area. It
has & tile floor and black marble baseboards. There are transoms
abaove the service desks., Gramite steps lead to the second floor
courtroom which has oalk paneling, brass light fixtuwres, and
marble and tile flooring., The steps to the thivd floor offices
ars slate.

On the southeast facade, there ig a metal, three-story fire
egcape built in 1980. It is accessed through windows on the
gaoond and thirvd floors which have been converted to doore.  The
metal doors and the fire escape have been painted a light brown
to blend with the color of the brick on the building.

On the rear of the bullding is a modern loading dook.
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The Jackson Post Office is significant under Criterion C as a sophisticated
example of high style design in the local architectural context. The building's
Renaissance Revival styling is a product of the mid-1910s, later in the development
of Jackson's downtown. It is also significant under Criterion A in the themes of
government and communication from its construction in 1914 until the close of the
historic period in 1940. As a post office, the building was the county's primary
and best representative of the federal government and the most important agent
of local and extra-local communication.

Breathitt County was formed in 1839 with Jackson, originally known as
Breathitt Town, named the county seat. Early travelers boated on the North Fork
of the Kentucky River, which flowed through the town, as well as plied oxcart
paths. For two decades after 1891, when the Kentucky Union Railroad made
Jackson its railhead, the community prospered as a boom town. Trade in Jackson
revolved around the region's rich coal and timber resources, as the population
skyrocketed from 8,705 in 1890 to 17,540 in 1910.

Among the important business buildings arising during this period were the
Jackson Deposit Bank (1900), First National Bank (1910), and the Hargis
Commercial Bank (1912). The Ewen Hotel (1905) and Jefferson Hotel (1913) were
added to numerous boarding houses. The Hippodrome, a movie theater, first
opened in 1906. Other civic improvements included sidewalks, and street lights,
as well as the Lexington Steam Laundry--all very unusual for Kentucky mountain
towns.

On Halloween night in 1913, a fire on Broadway destroyed thirty-six
buildings, including the post office. Its 1916 replacement provided space not only
for the postal service, but additional federal agencies.

In 1984 the Kentucky Heritage Council, the state's preservation office,
awarded a matching survey and planning grant to the Jackson Heritage Council to
identify buildings significant to the town's history. Most of the buildings
inventoried in the business district were built in the boom days. The majority are
red brick structures with metal storefronts exhibiting local interpretations of the
Italianate style. Pressed metal cornices with brackets, and elongated round-
headed windows with hood moldings and brick corbelling are common.

The Jackson Post Office is the largest and most elaborately detailed building
in the community from the early 20th Century. It differs from other commercial
or governmental buildings in its use of a light brown bricks and sandstone for
keystones, watertable, window sills, and medallions. Because the Postal Service
has vacated the structure, National Register listing is sought to aid in the
building's preservation.



