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1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
HBAWAII XXI. Specisl Study - Hawail History
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Puukohola Heiau (Hetau of Pu'u Kobola) 10 acres

5, EXACT LOCATION (County, townahip, roads, etc. If difficuit to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) (m the Puako road dimtly wvest of its

0.9 mile southeast of Kawsihae t with the Kewalhae-Haimes M), in South
Bagwall;map ref,
BT , 9

D:zimME AND ADDRES§ OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if differen fromﬂyi?ir ‘ ma y cj; Iam Of
Parker Raneh% . lﬁl e&ﬁm Mo, Ovned by due 'e“x; ; sE HRepitaly, Ton

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION ( Describe briefly what makes site important and what remaeins are exlant)

This sncient temple, sitting high atop & hill sbout 150 yards from the Puako

e

road, is perhaps the most famous helau in all the {alapds, Tt 18 on fmpressive structuxe, |

measuring about 224 by 100 feet, walled on the ends and on the landward side, the seaward
side being cpen and terraced. It overloocks Matlekini Heiau, ancther large temple down
the slope a short distance to the northwest.

The original temple on this slite was in existence at early as thetime of
Lonoikemokahiki (about 1550) and was aven then & place of human sacrifice. The present
hefau wes Luilt, or rebuilt, by Kemehamehsn ihe Great and is closely associated with his
rise tc power ag supreme ruler of all the islands,

“In 1790 Kemehemebsi, king of Kohalsa, Kons, and Hamakus districts on dawall, suce-

cessTully invaded Maui, lanai, and Molokai. During long years of earlier struggle, he

“had not been able to conquer the cther two !d.ngﬂmns on Hawadi. While on Molcksi he sent
" an euissary to the famous soothsayer of Kmuad, Kapoukmhi, to determine how he could

conguer all of the island of lawail. He was told that he must erect s large new heisu

ot Puukochola, near Kewaibae,

Called back to Hawvaii by aninvesion of Kohala by his cousin, Keoua, ruler of
Kau and part of Puna, Kamchamehs fought more bDatiles without gaining a decisive victory.
Meanwhile, he remembered the words of tEmscothsayer and started to erect the hefou near
Kawaibae. G0 great was the undertalding that workers by the thousands wore called in;
even chiefes and Kemehameha hinmself joined the labor. This "plous enterprise” was inter-
rupted by an invasion from Meul and Oalm, but Kamehamehn defeated the attackers in a
fampus naval battle off wWaipio in the spring of 1791. The heianu was then finished
during the summer of that year. One account says 1l men were sacrificed upon its
completion.

Kamshameha then invited his great rival, Keous, t0 come to Kawsihse to meke
peace. Desgpite a fear of treachery, Keous, for some unXnown reason, accepted., As he
was about to step ashore from hi canoe hews attacked by ome of Kmmm:a'a(chieta)and

comt'd

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (@ite lesf sources; give location nf manuscripts and rare works)

Willtam Ellis, Narrative of a Tour Through Hawaii (3rd ed., london, 1827), 81-83.
Semuel M. Kemekau, Ruling Chiefs of lawaii (Honolulu, 1961), 154.158.

{oontild)—

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, os, NPS study, VABS, ec.)

Map reference: Heisu 18 shown on UBGB, Kewallwe Quadrangle, 7.5' Series.

)
%!‘W’USE (AMuseim, farm, ¢ 13. DATE OF VISIT

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE ; 16. DATE

ATTACHED: veg[J wno[d | Pxrellent

OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME

'OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE

John—fa—ibintey :
*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}2 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NA
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(iIF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TC ITEM NUMBER)
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SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as meny
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE NAME (S) OF SITE

AWATT Fnwohela leiau (lfoisa of Pu'u Kohola)

7. Importance ard description (cont'd)

Hlled, along with a number of his compenioms. His body was taken up the
uill to the new beisu and sacrificed, His desih, in the memer of 1791, ended all
opposition to Kxmschezehn on faweil, and a)l the island f21) to "The Louely One."
Wth this accomplisirasnt behind him, he was fres, & few years later to proceed with the
conguest of ell the islands acd to foumd the Haweiian Kingdosm.

The incident wms not only e cruclal step ip Kanchamehe's risg to suprene power,
but 1t alse superbly Lllustrates the fact that he, despite more thou & decade of
comtact with Poreig ners, vemained irue Lo the ancient Hawadlan socinl, political, and
religlioua system.ills trostoent of Kecua, which Las never been fully explained, waa
typleal of the ruthiessness by which dswaiian chiefs aometimes gained power.

The helau, m&mmmﬁm&, is ip excellent copdition and is open te the
publie, with welks and steps Lo provide easy accesg. I8 commonds a superb view of

the wost coast of Hewsdl. It is mulhed by 2 bronze tablet orecied by the Territortal
duperintendent of Public wWoris in 1928,

3. BiL, Ref. (cont'd)

Ralpih 3. Kuykendnll, The lawalian Xipgdom, 1773-1854 (iionolulu, 1938), 36-38.

Thome.s Ge Ghrun, Tn.lea Trow the Terples - Part II," in The jawaiian Anpual for 1908
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