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INTRODUCTION

The Fort Hill Rura Historic District includes approximately 100 acres of field, forest, and sdt marsh located eest of
U.S Route6 i n Eastham, Massachusetts. The arearoughly correspondsto the boundaries of two large farmsteads
formerly owned by the Knowles Family and their relativesby marriage, the Captain Edward Penniman Family. The
aeais named after "Fort Hill," the most prominent feature of the dte, providing expansveviews of Nausst Marsh
and the Atlantic Ocean. Fort Hill boasts along and rich history of settlement and use. It was visited in 1606 by the
explorer Samud de Champlain, who reported that the land was partially cleared and inhabited by Native Americans.
Fort Hill ismost distinguished, however, for its uninterrupted ownership by membersof asingle family who farmed
the property for more than 200 years, from 1742 to 1943. The creation of the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore in 1961
played asignificant role in Umiting change ancethe end of the Knowles family ownership. The surrotmding Tovm
of Easthamand dJ of Cgpe Cod, by contrast, have experienced dramatic development and change during this period.

GENERAL CONFIGURATION

The Fort Hill Rural Historic District islocated in the town of Eastham, Massachusetts, on the eesternmost portion of
the Cgpe Cod peninsula. The historic district isin the southeastern portion of the town, with dramatic views over
Nausat Marsh to the Atlantic Ocean. The Fort Hill Historic Districtiswithin the boimdaries of the Cgpe Cod
National Seeshore and the National Park Service ownsthe mgjority of the land and structures, though two privately-
owned historic properties are dso located inthe distiict.

The district includes three historic resdencesand their outbuildings, as well as the openfieldsand other previoudy
farmed areas which surround them. The eastem and southem boundaries of the historic district are defined by
waterbodies. Nauset Marsh describes the eestern border, while Town Cove and Town Creek form the southern
border of the district. The northern edge of the district is defined by the town-owned Hemenway Road and
Hemenway Landing, and the western edgeis defined by the Cgpe Cod Nationa Seeshore boundary.

The Fort Hill Rural Historic Distiict includesfour contiibuting buildings, comprising the three historic resdences and
one historic bam; eight contiibuting stiuctures, including severd gonewalls and foimdations; two contiibuting
archaeologicd dtes; and six contiibuting objects, including early property markers, landscapefeatures, and a Native
American sharpening sione. The distiict dso includes three non-contiibuting buildings, and four non-contiibuting
stiuctures. Non-contributing resourcesin the distiict are primarily associated with National Park Service visitor
facilities constructed i n the 1960s

Three of the contiibuting resourceswithin the distiict were previoudy listed on the National Register of Historic
Haoces The Captain Edward Penniman Houseand Barn werelisted in 1976. 1naddition, two portions of the Fort Hill
areq, comprising 175 acres of National Park Serviceland, werelisted in the National Register as part of the Nauset
Archaeologica Distiict in1991. The Nauset Archaeologicd Distiict was aso designated a National Historic
Landmark in 1993

(continued)
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1 ne landscape ot the Fort HUI Historic Distiict has three.distinct characteristics: the cluster of historic residences and
outbuildings i nthe southwest portion of the distiict — the Fort Hill Road Area; the open fieldsand expansive views
to the marsh inthe eastem portion of the distiict — the Open Field Area; and the densely vegetated wetland areain
the northwest portion of the distiict — the Red Maple Swamp Area.

FORT HILL ROAD AREA

The Fort HiU Road Area occupies the southwest quadrant of the distiict. 1tincludes the historic, westem portion of
Fort HIU Road and the historic structures clustered alongit. Itisdistinguishedfrom the other areas of the distiict by
the thick wetland vegetation to the north and by the open fieldsto the east. Thewest end of Fort Hill Road is
moderately to heavily vegetated, providing an effective visual buffer to development outside the distiict boundary.
With the exception of one line of declining eastem red cedars planted six feet on center, the roadside vegetationis
largely opportunistic. Atleast two houses have existed along the westem portion of Fort Hill Road since before 1786,
and the current cluster of three houses has existed i n the same configuration since 1868. | ngeneral, certain critical
characteristics of thisarea givethis areaarelatively high level of integrity. These characteristics includethe
proximity of the housesto one another, to the road, and to the adjacent farmland, and the rel ative absence of modem
intrusions.

The Fort Hill Road Area's primary features are acluster of three historic housesand their outbuildings. The historic
stmctures are the Captain Edward Penniman House (c 1868, NR map #1) and the Penniman Barn (c 1880, NR map
#2), which are owned by the National Park Service; the Sylvanus Knowles House (c 1864, NR map #3), which is
privately owned; and the Seth Knowles House (c 1790, NR map #4), which isprivately owned. Intotal, the area
includes four contributing buildings, six contiibuting stiuctures, two contiibuting objects, two non-contiibuting
buildings, and one non-contiibuting stmcture.

Captain Edward Penniman House (c 1868, NRisting 5/28/76, NRmap # 1, MHC#EAS.III, photos #2-4)

The Penniman House islocated on the south side of Fort Hill Road and is owned by the National Park Service. Itis
open to the publicon a seasonal basis. The Penniman House isatwo and one-half story, wood framestiuctureinthe
grand, French Second Empirestyle. The building faces west high atop aterraced lawn, presenting animposing
facade to visitors arriving inthe Fort Hill area. Thisbuilding isthe finest example of Second Empire stylein Eastham,
and isone of the finest examples of thisarchitectural style on Cape Cod.

Thebuilding isthree bays by two bays, and issided with wood clapboards. Thefront facade is symmetiical with a
cential door and entry porch. The porchisflanked by paired colunmswith fluted shafts and composite capitals.
Matching pilasters are located on either side of the front door. Theroof of the porch includes aheavy balustiade
which extends upward to the height of the first story comice. The corniceis projecting, emphasized with awide,
divided band of trim, closely spaced brackets, and dentils. First floor windows are 2/2 lights, with simple entablature
and small brackets imitating dentils. The north and south facadesof the building each include a one-story bay
window with simple entablature and brackets. The east or rear facade issimilar to the west facade except the cential
entry ismuch lessformal, with a simple projecting entablature and brackets. Decorative quoins are located on each
(continued)
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comer of the house. The building has a stiaight mansard roof with aflare, and is pattemed i nwidehorizontal bands
of red and brown. Second floor dormer windows inevery bay are hooded with tiiangular pediments and heavy
brackets. The cential dormer on the front facade is apaired hooded window directly above the front entiy. All
second floor window pediments are decorated with brackets. All windows are shuttered. A small, triangular dormer
window iscentered on the east and west faces of the shallow upper roof slope and reflectsthe second floor window
pediments. A noctagonal cupolawith ful arch windows and a moulded comice with brackets tops the building.

One intemal chimney iscentered on either side of the cupola

Theinterior floor planisacential hall plan. Onthefirst floor, there are two main rooms on each side of the cential
hall, including two parlors, adining room and akitchen. A rear exterior door aso gives accessto a pantiy and back
stairsinthe rear of the building. The second floor includes four bedrooms and a bathroom, with stairs to the attic in
the rear. Theattic story includes afinished bedroom with accessto the cupolaabove. A basement islocated below
three quarters of the house. Interior woodwork and finishingsare al still inplace and are ornate. The main parlor
retains wallpaper, ceiling paper and awall-to-wall mg installed circa 1884. Windows i nthe southwest parlor,
northwest parlor, and dining room have molded, recessed panels extending from the window apron to the
baseboard. Thefront stair has a mahogany newel, handraiL and tumed balusters. Doors on both the first and second
floorshave hand-painted grained finishes. The Penniman House was built with interior plumbing, with two sinksin
the kitchen and afull bath on the second floor. Water is suppUed by two cisterns, one located i nthe attic and another
undergroimd at the northeast comer of the house. Thiswas the first indoor plumbing i nthe town. Inthe 1980s the
National Park Service installed reproduction wallpaper based on the original designs inseveral rooms. No other
alterations have been made to the building since it was acquired by the Park in 1963.

Thewest lawn of the Penniman House is defined by a semicircular, decorative wooden fence (c 1868, NR map #5,
photos #1-2). Two sets of wooden stairs lead from the west side of the upper terrace, through abreak i nthe fence and
down to Fort HUI Road. The north side of the lawn dopes downto a stoneretaining wal (c 1868, NR map #6, photos
#1,3), broken on center by another set of wooden stepsleading downto the road. A distinctive whalebone gate (c
1868, NR map #7, photo #3) islocated at the east end of the retaining wau, throughwhich an informal path leads up
the northlawn. A row of former hitching posts (c 1868, NR map #8, photo #3) stands 10 feet on center inaline
between Fort Hill Road and the north edge of the Penniman property. A flagpole socket (c 1868, NR map #9) is
located approximately 20 feet from the northwest comer of the house. AU of these landscape features date to the
building's period of significanceand are visible i n early photographs of the property.

Southeast of the houseis atwo-story bam (cl880, NR map #2, NR listing 5/28/76, MHCH#EAS.110, photos #3-4)
which matches the Penniman House in style cind appearance: The barn has amansard roof, wood clapboard siding,
square cupola, and otherwise simple architectural detaling. The north facade includes alarge central door for
carriages and a smalJ door on the right which leads to athree-hole outhouse. A nopen shed with sloped roof projects
from the left side of the front facade. On the second story, aloft accessis|ocated directly over the carriage entiance.
One gabled dormer window islocated on either side of the facade. The east and west facadesof the barn each have a
single gabled dormer window. Tothe north of the bam isa smal, depressed parking area surfaced with gravel. The
(continued)
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parKmg areais bordered on the west by the exposed foxmdation of the Penniman House, on the north by a retaining
wall, and on the south by the front of the bam. Wooden stepslead from the east terraced lawn down to the parking
area. With the exception of the parking area, thesefeatures are al visible i nearly photographs of the site. I nthe early
1880s, a greenhouse of wood and glass was constmcted along the retaining wal. It was destioyed by ahurricanein
the 1920s

The Penniman House and the portion of the Penniman tiact facing Fort Hill Road appear much as they did at the end
of the period of significance. Thelawn on the east side of the house Sopesdownto agravel drive. Four large
Cottonwood tiees line the west side of the driveway (photo #4). The distinctive terracing around the house, stone
retaining wall, hitching posts, fence aroi md the perimeter of the property, flagpol e socket, whalebone gate, and
Cottonwood tiees lining the driveway are important character-defining features of thissite. The primary difference
between the current features of the property and the period of significanceis the amoimt of vegetation surroxmding
the house and the extent of the viewsfrom the house.

The land south of the Penniman House and Barnwhich used to be cleared fieldsand open to viewsof Town Coveis
now thickly overgrown with vegetation. The land east of the Penniman House, which was open and fenced for use
by animals during the period of significance, was also overgrown until recently. The Park Service has cleared much
of thisarea, leavingordy a narrow buffer between the Penniman House and the Seth Knowles House. Vegetation to
the west of the house has also increased since the period of significance. A long stonewall (NR map #10) running
south from the Seth Knowles house through the east part of the Penniman tiact islargely obscured by vegetation.
Much of the vegetation which has grown up since the period of significance, however, also servesto limit views of
later 20th century development which has occurred outside of the distiict boundaries.

Sylvanus KnowlesHouse (c 1864, NR map #3, photos # 5-7)

The Sylvanus Knowles House isa Greek Revival style house on the north side of Fort HiU Road, directly opposite the
Permiman House. It isaprivately owned residence on approximately 3 acresof land. The mainblock of the building
is atwo-story gable roof stmcture, two bays by three bays, with the gable end facing south to Fort HiU Road. The
front facade of the main block has a door on the right side and twowindows on the left. The second floor has three
windows. Thewest facade of the mainblock has twowindows evenly spaced, with a small one-story ell projectingto
therear. A one and ahalf-story gable ell projectsto the east side of the original block, creating an L plan. Theell is
four bays by two bays, with four bays facing Fort Hill Road. On the front facade of the ell, the first floor contains a
bay window occupyingthe two left bays and a door and window on the right. On the second floor, a shed dormer
with twowindows projects over the bay window on the left side of the eU. A brick chinmey projectsfrom the center
of theell. Theoriginal portion of the house rests on a mortar and fieldstonefoundation and is sheathed in
clapboards. Architectural detailing is Greek revival instyle, including comer boards, window and door surrounds,
and comice. Thewindowsare primarily two over two sash. A covered porch was added to the east facade of the eU
in 1950 and rebuUtin1988. Also in 1988, the north and east sides of the ell were atered by removal of two shed-like
stiuctures to the rear and the addition of alarge northeast facing ell with a gableroof.

(continued)
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t he mterior of the Sylvanus Knowles House has been altered, but still retains portions of the original floor plan and a
significant amount of the original woodwork. The first floor plan of the main block includes a small front entiy and
north and south parlors to the west. Steep stairs lead from the entiy to the second floor. The second floor of the main
block includes ahal and two bedrooms. The first floor plan of the wing includes two mainrooms, divided by a
cential chimney. Partitions for several smalJer rooms to the rear of the ell, and asmall staircase to the second floor,
were removed inthe 20th century. The second story of the wing retains its two-room configuration, divided by the
chimney. Early interior elementsthat survive include formal wainscoting, cornices and door and window surrounds
in the west parlors, and simpler mouldings and cornices i nthe front entiy, east parlor and second floor bedrooms.
Wide wooden floorboardsand four-panel doors aso survivein many rooms.

The Sylvanus Knowles house and yard have imdergone changes since the period of significance. The house was
substantially enlarged in 1988-1989 with the constiuction of an ell at its northeast corner. A small garage (NR map
#A) was also built northwest of the house. The front of the house is planted with avariety of neatly tiimmed
evergreen plants, both marking the foxmdation and dotted around the lawn. Thefront lawnis edged by a spUt-rail
fence and buffered by additional evergreen shmbs. Twotall, conical evergreen tiees mark the entiance to the
property. Early photographs show that the fence and most of the plantings did not exist during the period of
significance, but several deciduous tiees were located i nthe front yard of the property inthe late 19th and early 20th
century.

The areato the west of the Sylvanus Knowles House driveway is heavily wooded, and a portion of aremnant stone
wal (NRmap #11) — perhaps marking the boimdary of the property — ishidden i nthe woods. WhUethis area was
more open during the period of significance, there appearsto have always been some vegetated bufferinthisarea
The rear (north) lawn of the property is open, and enclosed for privacy by a dense buffer of red maples. Early
photographs indicate that this areato the north was open field during the period of significance. To the east, the
property is partiaUy shielded from an adjacent Park Service parkinglot by aborder of deciduous tiees.- Early
photographs indicate that a driveway was originaUy located to the eest of the house, and that aborder of tiees existed
between the driveway and the open fieldsto the east.

Seth Knowles House (c 1790, NR map #4, photos # 8-11)

The Seth Knowles House is a Georgian style building located at the east end of the residential cluster, facingwest. It
issituated largely inlinewith Fort HiU Road, which curves sharply around to the north of the house. This stiucture
isatwo and one-half story wood frame house with a gable roof, paired center chimneys and alarge center cross-
gable. The mainblock isfive baysby twobays. The front facadeis asymmetiical five bayswith acential front door,
and isfaced with clapboards. The second floor has five windows, aligned with the windows and door on the first
floor. Thethird floor of the facadeisformed by the center crossgable, and contains asingle window. Thefront
facadehas detailed architectural trim at the eavesand on the front door surround, but relatively simple comer boards
and window surroimds. The detail at the eaveis composed of acornice, raking cornice along the cross gable, dentil
moulding, and awide fasciaboard. The front door surround is comprised of flat pilasters oh either side of the door,
with awidefascia, frieze, and comice above. The sides of the main block are faced i nweathered shingle and include
two windowson each floor, with the third floor windows spaced more closely within the gable ends. Two smalJ one-

(continued)
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gdory dlswith shaJow hip roofsproject fromthe north and south sdesof the main block. At sometime near the tum
of the 20th century, these were added as one-story open porches. These porches are now enclosed and aoocessed from
theinterior. A two story gabled ell projects fromthe rear of the main block and isthe width of the crossgable. This
el is four bays long, with adoor and three windows on thefirst floor and two gabled dormers on the sscond floor.

The interior of the main block of the Seth Knowles House isavariation on the typical Cgpe Cod House plan, witha
cential chimney and entry hal, north and south parlors, and alargeroomin therear. Early photographs (circa 1830
show asingle center chimney which likely fiUed the cential core of the house. Currently, the buUding hastwo
intemal chimneys on ether sde of the entry had.  Thenorth and south parlors have been modified somewhet, but
iU maintain their generd configuration and much of the original woodwork. Therear room of the main house block
extends the width of the house and retains the original smplewainscoting, fireplace surround, and built-in
cupboards. The second floor plan of the main houseblock isvery amUar to thefirst floor, with anarrow cential sair
hdJ, north and south bedrooms which fal roughly over thefirst floor parlors, and snelJer roomsto therear. The
cellingsare much lower than those on thefirst floor, but architectural detaJs in the north and south bedrooms are
very formal. Therear rooms have Utile detailing and have been dtered in the 20th century. Thethird floor of the
main block aso has asimilar floor plan, with acential hal, two front rooms, and three smaler rear rooms. Portions
of the celling on thethird floor are coved, reflecting the cential crassgable. The odd location of the coved ceilings in
relation to the room arrangement suggest that the crossgable isnot original to the stiucture. Thetwo-story rear éJ
may have originally been akitchen wing, and has been expended further west in the 20th century. A odUa is located
imder the dJ, and amiUgoneisbuUt into the south foimdationwaJ. Theoriginal endosed back staircasewith smple
wood pand walJs giU exigs and leadsto the second floor. Early interior dements that survive include plaster walJs
and cellings, paneled wainscoting, comices and fireplace surroimdsin principal rooms, sx pane doors, and wide
wooden floor boards.

Evergreen shmbs serve as fovmdation plantings arovmd the front of the house. Thefront (west) lawn is planted in
orass, and marked aUy by alarge cottonwood tiee and asingleflowering hydrangea. Early photographs show no
foimdation plantings, but aroimded grave driveway with severd shmbs planted aong the outside edge. Therear
(esst) lawn isdso largely open, consastent with early photographs. Thenorth lawn extends to Fort HUI Road, and
openfields are located onthefar sde of the roadway. Early photographs show that Fort Hill Road originally stopped
a the house and that the north lawn extended to alarge barn which was part of the farm complex. The bam survived
into themid 20th century. Aerial photographs from the early tomid 20th century show that the barn’'sfootprint was
significantly larger than that of the house. Circa 1880 photos indicate that the bam was alarge gable roof stmcture
with anorth-south facing gable, acential cupola, and alarge cential door. An early serenscope image and aeria
photos from the early 20th century show an eest-west facing gable dJ attached to the north, perhapsreflecting a
change to accommodate adifferent agricultural focus. All that remains of the bam is asmall mortared fieldstone
foimdation (NR map #12, photo #11) measuring 15 feet by 165 feet which was under asmall portion of the buUding.
The south lawn isshort and stopsat aheavUy vegetated area. The vegetation covers along stonewad (NR map #10)
that runs south from the house and congsts of three unmortared courses. The onewal isclearly visible only in the
fd) and winter. Early photographs show thisareaas primarUy open field.

(continued)
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The Seth Knowles house retains a high degree of integrity. Like the Sylvanus Knowlesproperty, the Seth Knowles
property has been modified by the addition of new foundation plantings, and by the constmction of asmall garage (c
1964, NR map #B). Nevertheless, the west facade of the house basically appears much as it did in photographs taken
at the end of the 19th century. The larger setting around the Seth Knowles house, however, has been changed by the
developments of the past 50 years, and particularly since 1960. The extension of Fort HiU Road changed the status of
the Seth Knowleshouse from being the prominent eastern terminus of the road, to being a house alongside the road.
The loss of the large barn has altered the character, as has the constmction of a smal parking lot north of Fort HiU
Road — clearly i nview of the Seth Knowleshouse.

Other Historic Features
In addition to the bam on the Seth Knowles property, several other stiuctures which existed during the period of
significanceno longer exist inthe distiict. They are described below.

James Hatch Knowles House Site (Old House on North Farm). Thishouse was located directly east of the Sylvanus
Knowles House and was i n existence from approximately 1780 to 1904. Itwas originally constracted as afull Cape
housefacing Fort HUI Road. A two-story additionwas added circa 1830 directly to the west of the Cape. The
addition was three bays by one bay, with a shallow pitched roof. A door was located inthe left hand bay and had
simple Georgian style architectural detaUing. Old photographs circa 1880 show several one-story ells and sheds
located to the rear of the buUding. AU were gable roofed and sided inwood clapboard.

Thomas Knowles/Daniel Penniman House Site (location conjectural). Thishouse and approximately 7 acres were
purchased from the KnowlesfamUy by Scammell Penniman in 1829. The house and several outbuildingswerea)
part of a homestead formerly owned by Thomas Knowlesand were used by Daniel Penniman (Scammell's son) and
hiswife Betsy. The buildingsexisted from approximately 1800 to 1880. Archaeological investigations have not
determined the exact |ocation of these stiuctures, but they are thought to have been southeast of the current
Penniman house and barn, likely obscured by their constiuction.

Samuel Treat House (location conjectural). Thishousewas built circa1673 for Samuel Treat when he arrived to serve
as minister. Treat also likely built a second house on the property circa 1704. The location of these stmctures is
uncertain, but 19th century accounts state that a house was located southeast of the Seth Knowles House, near Town
Creek, and that the cellar was visibleuntil approximately 1832. A description of the buUdings has not been found.

Non-Contributing Features
Non-contiibuting resources are generaly associated with improvements to accommodate automobiles and National
Park visitor faciUties. They include asmall garage on the Sylvanus Knowlesproperty (NRmap #A), asmal garage
on the Seth Knowles property (NR map #B), the lower parking lot (NR map #C), and National Park signage. Most of
these stmctures have been set back from Fort HiU Road, and efforts have been made to reduce the impact of the
parking lot through vegetative screening.

(continued)
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mdividual resources and landscape features here have experienced varying degrees of changesnce 1943, The

portion of Fort HiU Road from the Penniman House to the Seth BOGnowes housewas not paved until the 1960s In
addition, vegetation along the sde of the road has changed. There may have been arow of horse-chestnutti eesaong
the south sde of the road, between the Permiman House and the Seth Knowles property. A single horse-chestnut tiee
now stands acrass from the parking lot on the north sde of the road. There was less scmb vegetation on either sde

of the road, which may have given it amore open feeling. Viewsfrom the road south to the Town Cove and north to
the Knowlesfarmland that were open in 1943 are now dmost completely obscured by standsof black locust, cedar,
and mssian oUve. Constmction of the amaJ parking |ot eest of the Sylvanus Knowles house has adso given the road a
more pubUc feeling.

The most important changein the road was itsextenson in the 1980s eastward to the top of Fort HUL. Prior to that
time. Fort HUl Road ended directly in front of the Seth Knowleshouse. The cluster of three houses was located on a
cul-de-s=c, while today they are located aong acorridor which gopearsto continue eastward for anindefinite
distance.

OPEN FIELD AREA  (photos 12-16)

The open-field areaformsthe eestern half of the district and encompasses the majority of the land that was farmed by
the KnowlesfamUies. Thisisthe most frequently visited and recognizable areawithin the Historic Distiict. WhUe
this zone has changed moderately over the past 50 years, it retains certain characterisics — such asits dramatic open
qualJty — fromthe WilUard Knowles period (1742-86) and perhapseven earlier. Consequently, the overall leve of
integrity of thiszoneisfairly high. The open field areaextendsfrom the wooded edge of the Red Maple Svamp and
Skiff HUI to the mean high tide Une dong the edge of Nauset Marsh and Town Cove. Geologist Robert Oldae
describesthe areaas exhibiting "dassc, collgpsed ice-agetopography.” Fort HUI and the farm fieldssurrounding it
ae the primary features of thisarea. The areads0o contains acontiibuting archaeologica distiict, one contiibuting
smcture, three contributing objects, and one non-contiibuting stmcture.

Distinctive characteristics of thislandscapeinclude undulating folds of pasture and abandoned field divided by
unmortared fieldstone walJs. Thisarea presentsunobstmcted viewsin every direction, though opportunistic
vegetation encroacheson the areafromdJ sdes. The areacontains severd kettie hole wetlands with dense
vegetation surrounding them. Open landscgpes such as this oncetypified the Outer Cape and the entire region, but
few remain due to the rapid pace of development.

Largely owing to the presence of Nauset Beech, which has acted as a protective barrier, the Fort HUl open-field area
hes been protected from the dramatic erosion characteristic of so many coastd areas on Cgpe Cod. Itscoadtline hes
thus experienced only moderate change over the past century. However, aeria photographs and historic maps
indicate that encroaching vegetation has reduced the overad szeof thefield areagnce the 1940s Whereas in 1938
these fields were open as far north as Skiff HiU, they now extend only to the northernmost gonewall. This zones
northem edge, which was formed by an irregular line of vegetation in 1938, iscurrently astraight walJ of vegetation
extending west from the shore.

(continued)
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topography/Natural Features

The top of Fort HUI has an elevation of more than 40 feet. The view from hereispanoramic. The land dopes away
gently to the south, where it meets Town Creek and the marshy edge of Town Cove. Across the cove, modem
residential development isvisible. The view to the east looks over Nauset Marsh to the Atlantic Ocean. To the
northwest and west, the open fieldsextend to the woodland edge of the Red Maple Swamp area, cmd to the wooded
property lines of the three houses of the Fort Hill Road area. There are few modem intmsions visiblein the
viewshed, much the same as when Penniman and the KnowlesbuUt their houses here. The primary differenceis the
amount of vegetation visible, but the vegetation also hides some modem development which would otherwise bein
the viewshed. The former U.S. Coast Guard Station (c 1936), located i n the distance on the north side of Nauset
Marsh, is one of the few other stmctures that are visible.

Three kettle-hole wetlands stand out from the surrounding field setting. Each isedged and partiaUy fUled with
encroaching vegetation. Surface water isvisible within each of the three wetlands, and the presence of wildlifeis
evident. The three ponds or wet areasfirst appear i n the historic documentation of the site ina 1938 aerial
photograph. Today they are being fUled with grassesand shmb growth, and they are edged with encroaching
vegetation. While certainly representing a character-defining feature of this site, their appearance has probably
changed since the end of the historic period as the vegetation inand around them has grown denser.

Fields and Stone Wals

The most distinctivecharacter-defining feature of this areaisits pattem of smal rectangular fields defined by stone
wals. Three unmortared fieldstonewalUs (NR map #13, photos #14-15) are located i n the open-field area, presumably
built by WiUard Knowlesafter he acquired the property in1742. They are shown on lardella's Coastal Map of Cape
Cod, dated 1856. These stonewallsare similarin sizeand appearance to the one south of the Seth Knowles House.
All threerun westward from Nauset Marsh. The northernmost of the three walls mns for 115 feet before reaching a
gap of 115 feet. After that point, the linecontinues inthe form of someisolated cobbles. The middlewall conssts of
two segments. The east segment is comprised of two to four courses of unmortared stone, and is 139 feet long. The
west segment dwindles to one course, shows some gaps, and mns for 669 additional feet. The southemmost wal
consists of two to four courses of unmortared stoneand mns 718 feet. On the south side of the west end of thiswal is
an area of surface disturbance, but it doesnot appear to have affected the stonewall. Early records indicate the
exigence of at least four long, east-west stone walls extending to the water's edge, and several north-south waUs of
lesser length. Aerial photography dating from 1938 shows that all of thesewallswere extant at that time. Road
grading done for a proposed circa 1960 residential subdivisionon Fort HUI crossed the southemmost east-west wal

in three places, damaging it severely. Partsof it, along with most of the other east-west wallsand some of the north-
south walls, were stiU extant in 1965. Today, only the three east-west wallsremain, though some of the missing
stonesmay simply be buried.

Severd smaller featuresare foimd i nthe open field area, including a stoneboundary marker. The Treat property
marker (NRmap #14) isa granite marker with the letter "T" engraved onitsface. Itwas the northwest boundary
marker for approximately 20 acresowned by Reverend Samuel Treat inthe late 17th and early 18th century.

(continued)
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"I™arried rock” (NR map #15), islocated north of Fort HiIU Road and north of the Seth Knowles House. Quarried
rock isapartially buried boulder that shows drill holes and in which afragment of metal islodged. Thisrock was
located during the archaeologica recormassance survey in the 1980s On the eestern dope of Fort HiU, near the
marsh edge, another feature "rock with spike" (NR map #16) islocated. Thisrock was likely used by settlers for
anchoring and pulUng in barges containing salt marsh hay harvested from the marsh.

Archaeologica Site

The Nauset Archaeologicd Distiict, listed on the National Regigter in 191 and designated a National Historic
Landmark in 1993, includes portions of Fort HiU. The archaeologicad dtesaong Nauset Marsh represent components
asodaed with the large decentialized settlement observed by Samud Champlain and other chroniclers during the
first decades of the 17th century.

Non-Contiibuting Features

A mgor changeto the Fort Hill open field zone dnce the end of the Knowles period was the creation of roadsin the
1960s The private development proposed for the Seth Knowlesfarm circa 1960 caled for the eestward extension of
Fort Hill Road; it dso specified the constiuction of aspur leading from that extension to the summit of the hiU, and of
another road around the perimeter of the hill. These roadswere roughly graded, and severd arees were leveled for
houselots, before work was stopped by the creation of the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore. The scar isvisiblefromthe
ar as adepressed areaaong the west and south flanks of Fort Hill. Thetiack isbetween 20 and 0 feet wide and, in
some places, isas much as 4 feet lower than the surrounding field. Neverthdess, it isdifficult to percaive the course
of the abandoned roadbed when grasses are td).  The Park Sarvice retained the road extenson to the summit and
added the upper parkinglot/overlook (NR map #D) at the highest point of the hUI, detiacting somewhat from the
higtoric character of the area. ThetialU sdeveloped by the Park Sarvice around the perimeter of the Fort HiU areaare
far lessintmsive. The pathstend to follow natural features of the land, and most of them were developed from tiails
that had beenin use snce the 1800s or earlier.

Viewsboth to and fromthe Fort Hill open field zone have changed remarkably Utile ance its occupation by the
descendants of Wilard Knowles (1786-1943). The Sit€s acres of cleared, open land remain intact and securdly
buffered from Route 6 by awoodland. The areds unintermpted views of the Town Cove, Nauset Marsh, and the
Atlantic Oceam across open fieldsremain largely unchanged. The single most significant changeto the view from
Fort Hill isthe cluster of modem resdencesvisible on the southem shore of the Town Cove.

RED MAPLE SWAMP AREA
The Red Maple Svamp Areacomprises the northwestern third of the distiict. 1t extends south from Hemenway Road
to the open-field zone, and east from the Park Service property lineto Nauset Marsh. In addition to the Red Maple
Swamp, the areais distinctive becauseof Skiff Hill, apromontory of equa height to Fort Hill, but with its summit
located doser to the edge of Nauset Marsh. Thisareaof the distiict includes one contiibutirig object, the Indian Rodk,
and three non-contiibuting structures, al associaed with National Park Service interpretive programs.

(continued)
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* Tlie Red Maply Swamp aryaisaccessed trom the norm via Hemenway Koad, or from the south via the Fort HiU Tral.
National Park Service ssmctures, including apublic restioom (NR map #£) and an interpretive shelter (NR map #F),
ae located in this otherwise wooded and heavUy canopied arear The Red Maple Swamp Trail and the Fort HiU TralJ
wind through the areaand provide aooess to severd open views over Nauset Marsh at Skiff HUI. Thisportion of the
distiict offers avery different experience than the other parts of the Fort HiU District.

Natural Features/Svamp

Thetopography of this arearanges from 10 to 30 feet above s level, with devationsof 3 to 50 feet in the eestem
portion along the edge of Nauset Marsh. A relatively stegp dope dong the edge of Nauset Marsh in the areaof Skiff
HUI provides agood vantage point for viewing the Marsh and itssurroundings. Sloping away from Skiff HUI,
devations gradualy decreaseto 10 to 15 feet to the west, where the swvamp isthe primary feature. To the south,
devations decrease more gradualJy to approximately 3 feet as they gpproach the openfield area

Historic magpsand descriptions of the Fort HiU areaindicate the presence of awooded sivamp in thislocation as far
back as the middle of the 18th century. Aerial photographs confirm that such an areasU| existed in 1938.
Consequently, the Red Maple Swvamp as awhol e represents a character-defining feature of the Fort HUI landscape as
welJ as an agricultural resource which was important in the district'shistory. As early asthe 18th century, the woods
of the eestem Cape, expeddly in Eastham and Orleans, were largely destioyed by human activity. Wood became o
Lace in these aress that pesat, harvested from swamyps, was used as the primary heating fuel. Three hundred yearsdof
harvesting wood for buUdingsand fuel, clearing for agricultural purposes, and mining "bogiron" and fuel peat
decimated many of region's cedar svamps and in some cases prompted a tiansition to svamps dominated by red
maples, which are faster-growing and tolerate awide range of conditions.

In generd, aeria photographs indicate that the Red Maple Svamp areaisboth larger and denser than it wes at the
end of the period of significance. Thedensty and extent of vegetation has likely increased partiy because of the
decreasad intensity of use of the open fields for farming and aso because of the decreased harvesting of resourcesin
the swvamp itself. After the areawas acquired by the National Park Sarvice, asystem oftialsand boardwalks (NR
map #G) was cut to provide aoccess from Fort HiU and Hemenway Road through the formerly inaccess ble wooded
aea

Skiff HiU

Thesummit of Skiff Hill isapproximately 48 feet above s level and rises rather steeply from the edge of Nauset
Marsh. Theother dopesof the hiU decreesegradually with gentie undulations sunilar to thosefound in the rest of
the openfield area In contiast to the open field areg, the mgjority of this areaisheavUy wooded. In the 1960s the
National Park Service cleared awooded ste on Skiff HiU that was open during the historic period and constmcted an
interpretive shelter (NR map #F) that features Indian Rock. Thewooded areaeest of the shelter has been deared and
kept open, providing an unobstmcted view of Nauset Marsh. The open view out over the marshes — athough
recently created — isacharacter defining feature because it existed historically.

(continued)
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*A sl Uitd uverluuk ur viywling areaislocated on the north slope ot bkitt HiU, approximately halfway between
Hemenway Road and the Interpretive Shelter. Historically, the slopes of Skiff HiU were fully cleared to the edge of
the swamp, and itwas part of the open fieldsassociated with the northem Knowlesfarm inthe distiict. The Park
Service maintains the existing open areas and is considering clearing of additional viewsand lands to moreclosealy
represent the historic character of the area.

Indian Rock (NR map #17)

Indian Rock isa 20-ton granitic glacial boulder used by Native Americansfor tool sharpening. Until 1965, it was
located on the marsh just south of Hemenway Landing. Due to shoreline retieat and erosion, the boulder was almost
lost i nthe marsh, so itwas moved approximately 100 feet to the top of Skiff HUI. The original siteisnow under
water. ShoreUne erosion also destioyed any archaeological deposits that may have existed i n association with the
rock initsoriginal location. Therefore, itsactual history and specific use cannot be determined. Studies reveal that
the long, moon-shaped grooves inthe stone were probably used for sharpening bone items such as harpoon heads
and fishhooks, whUethe wider depressions were used for sharpening stone axes. Indian Rock is currently
surrounded by a smalJ concrete paved area.

Non-Contiibuting Features

Public Restroom (c 1969, NR map #E)

The pubUc restioom is situated near the Hemenway Road entiance and is of concrete block constmction. Because of
the dense vegetation surrounding the buUding, the stiucture isnot visible except for initsimmediatevicinity. For
this reason, the stmcture has Uttie impact on the overal integrity of the distiict.

Skiff HUI Interpretive Shelter (c 1960, NR map #F)

The Skiff HUI interpretive shelter islocated south of the restioom and near the edge of Nauset Marsh at Skiff Hill.

The shelter isan open hexagonal design which istypical of numerous National Park Stmctures built inthe 1960s. Itis
wood constiuction with weathered cedar shingles on the roof and low walls. The materials help the stiucture to
blend inwith the surroundings and reflect tiaditional building materials of the region. The Skiff HiU Shelter contains
awayside exhibit which focuses on Indian Rock and natural features of the area.

CIRCULATION

Thedistrict is tiaversed by Fort HiU Road, which passesby the three historic homes inthe distiict and continues to
the summit of Fort Hill, providing impressive views of the surrounding marsh and the Atlantic Ocean beyond. Fort
HUI Road also provides accessto the two small parking areaswithin the distiict, one on the north side of Fort HUI
Road adjacent to the Sylvanus Knowles House, and the other at the top of Fort HiU. Several walking tiaUs also
provide circulation through the distiict, linking the three distinct areas.

(continued)
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Fort HUl Road
The westem portion of this road, extending as far as the Seth Knowles House, was inuse during the 18th century.
The eestem portion of the roadway, extending from the Seth Knowles House to the summit of Fort HUI, was
congmcted inthe 1960s as part of aplanned subdivision for the area The subdivision was stopped with the creation
of the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore in 1961, but the National Park Sarviceretained and paved the eastem segment of
the roadway to provide aocess to visitors.

Lower Parking Lot (cl970, NR map #C)

The areaon the north side of Fort HiU Road eedt of the Sylvanus Knowles House (NR map #3) isa Park Sarvice
parking lot that can accommodate a maximum of 16 standard-szed vehicles. Mature black locust trees mark the
property line between the parking lot and the Sylvanus Knowles property. Theseti eeshave been retained in an effort
to limit the visual impact of the parking lot. Park interpretive Sgnageislocated a the northeast comer of the parking
lot, marking atiaUhead for the north branch of the Fort HiU Tral.

Upper Parking Lot (cl960, NR map #D)

Aswith the eestem portion of Fort HUl Road, the upper parking lot was constmcted as aresult of the proposed
subdivision of this areainthe 1960s A road leading to the summit of Fort Hill was laid out and roughed in a the
time the Cgpe Cod National Seashore was created. Using the existing access, the upper parking lot was created and
paved by the National Park Serviceto provide acoess to Fort HiU and to offer panoramic views of Nauset Marsh,
Town Cove, Coast Guard Beach, and the surrounding open fields. The upper parking | ot can accommodate
approximately 10 carsand isthe tralJhead for the south branchesof the Fort HiU Trail. At an eevation of
approximately S0 feet, it offers panoramicviewsindJ directions and is heavUy used. WhUethe parking lot is
perhaps the most obvious modem intmsion inthe distiict, it does not haveasignificant visual impact on thedistiict
becaus= itisonly fuUy visible at the top of Fort Hill. The parking lot's visibUity iskept minimal by its small 9zeand
by the wooden goUt rail fence which surroundsit and runsto the lower parking ot dongsde the roadway.

Fort HUI TralJ

The south branch of the Fort HiU TralJ begins on the south side of Fort HiU Road at the rear of the Permiman House
(NR map #1). The tral mns eastward through the woods south of the Penniman Bam (NR map #2) and the Seth
Knowles House (NR map #4) and into the open fields. When this path reaches the open-field areq, it becomes a grass
path mowed to awidth of about 6 feet that curvesup to the top of Fort HUl. From the top of Fort HiU, the tiall
continues eastward to the edge of Nausat Marsh and then turns north and tiavel s along the marsh to the edge of the
woods south of Skiff HiU. Herethe tralJ divides. One path continuesnorth to the Skiff HiU Shelter (NR mgp #F). The
other tumswest to intersect with north branch of the Fort HiU Tral, which runs between Skiff HiU and the lower
parking lot on Fort HUl Road. Portions of this tiail, particularly those whichfoUow the ledge aong Nauset Marsh,

ae beieved to be derived from early tiaUs used by the Knowles FamUy inthe mid 1800s

(continued)
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* TlieIVOlth branch of the Fort tliU TraJ begins at Skiff HUI and tiavel s southwest through aUghtly wooded area
When thetial reechesthe open fields, it tums to follow the westem edge of the open fields untU it reaches thelower
parking lot on the north sde of Fort HUl Road. The mgority of this tiail isbeUeved to have been in use snce the mid
1800s whenit led from the Sylvanus Knowles House (NR map #3) to Skiff HUL.

Skiff HiU TraJ

The Skiff HiU Tral isapaved path, constmcted circa 196, which leedsfrom the eest end of Hemenway Road to the
Skiff HiU Shelter (NR magp #F). ThetiaU beginsin adensdy vegetated areg, and dmost immediately pesses by the
entiance to the Red Maple Swamp Tral and apubUcrestioom (NR map #E). ThetiaU continues southeast with a
moderate uphUI grade, reaching the Skiff HiU Shdlter and severd overlooks over Nauset Marsh.

Red Maple Svamp TralJ

The Red Maple Swamp Tral islocated in the northwest portion of the district. Thistrail was constracted circa 1967
and runs southwesterly from the eest end of Hemenway Road, meandering through the siwvamp on a series of 4-foot
wide boardwalks. Thetral then serpentines eastward to meet the north branch of the Fort HiU Trail at the edge of
theopenfield area

Archaeologica Description

TheFort Hill Rural Historic District contains awide variety of documented and potential prehistoric and historic
dtes that may contain important information related to the district's sgnificance. Forty-two prehistoric Stesare
recorded in the genera area(within one mile) of the district including fourteenin the Fort Hill District. The Nauset
Archaeologica District, Used on the National Regigter in 191 and designated as aNational Historic Landmark in
198 dso extends into the district. Documented prehistoric Stesin the Fort Hill Rural Historic Distiict goan the Late
Archaic through Contact Periods of occupation. Stevariability iscomplex including campsites, larger habitation
gtes, shell middens, flake scatters and burials. Thousands of prehistoric artifacts have been documented a gtesin
the distiict mainly as aresult of collector activity, amateur excavations and aNational Park Service survey of the
Nationa Seeshore Property (McManamon 1985). Environmental characteristics of the district represent severd
locationa variables (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are considered favorable indicators for many
types of prehistoric Stes. Well drained, level to moderately doping knalls, terracesand other landforms are present
throughout the district within 1000 of avariety of wetlands. Freshwater wetlands including three kettle holes, a
cedar svamp and springs are present as well as severa components of the Nauset estuary. Nauset Marsh comprises
the eestem border of the district with Town Cove and Town Creek the southem border. Given the aoove
information, the Sze of the district (approximately 100 acres) and known regional settlement pattems, prehistoric
dtesare documented in the district and ahigh potential exists that additional stescan be found. Additional research
in thisareashould dso increase our knowledge of ste variability, function and tempora periods.

(continued)
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Historic archaeologica resources have dso been documented inthe Fort Hill Rura Historic District and a high
potential exidsthat additional stesfrom this period will dso be found. 1tisunknown exactly when the native
sttlementsand planting fieldsobserved by Champlain in 1605 and the Pilgrimsin 1620 inthe Nauset area were
abandoned, however, they were probably gone by the mid 17+ century. Lands inand around Nauset Marsh were
conveyed by Native Americans to Plymouth settlersinMarch, 1645. After that date Native Americans retained
rightsfor sheUfish and drift whaleson the Nauset beaches only. European settlement of the Fort Hill Distiict began
in ca 1673 when ahousewas buUt for Samud Treat after his arrival to serve as minister. Treet reportedly dso builta
sscond houseinthe districtinca 1704. Archaeological features and stmctural evidence of both houses, related
outbuildings and occupationd related features (tiash pits, privies, wells) may survive inthe nominated distiict,
however, their location isunclear. The remainsof aTreat House were visible southeest of the Seth Knowles House
near Town Creek until ca 1832, I1tisunknown whether the aboveremainswere fromthe first or second house. The
location of the second houseis conjectured near the present Burrill House, uphiU from the likely Ste of thefirst
house. 1n 1742, the Treat property was purchased by Willard Knowleswho is assumed to havelived inthe Treat
house snce 1780 mgps of the areashow only one houseinthe Fort Hill locde. Upon the death of Willard Knowles
(1786), the division of his estate between two of his sons split the Fort Hill areainto anorthem and southem Knowles
Farm. Sgth Knowlesinherited the Wilard Knowles homestead that included aresdence and severd outbuildings
that becamethe Southem farm. William Knowlesinherited the northem part of the district that became the northem
farm. WilUam reportedly already had ahouse on Knowles property to the west of the Willard Knowles house.
Stractural evidence and related features may survive from the William Knowles House on the northem sde of Fort
HiU Road eedt of the extant Sylvanus Knowles House, built by his son. Foundation remainsfrom abam (cal800) ae
aso reported north of Fort Hill Road and the Seth Knowles House. The evolution of the southem farmstead ishighly
conjectured with the existing farmhouse reported in varied accountsto be buUt by Seth Knowlesinca 1790, his son
JamesH. Knowlesin 1821 or, built by Willard sometime after 1742, perhapsincorporating an earlier ssmcture,
possibly the Treat House. Archaeologica features and stmctural remains associated with resdences and
outbuildings may exist throughout the northem and southem Knowlesfarms from revisons madeto older buildings
and new ones constmcted throughout the 19 century. Stmctural evidence from saltworks may dso survive inthe
northeast part of the district just south of Hemenway Road and the town landing and dong the marsh edge between
the summits of Fort Hill ands Skiff Hill. Stmctural evidencefrom outbuildings and occupationa related features
may aso survive related to the Edward Penniman House (1868) located on Fort Hill Road. Archaeological evidence
may exis from alate 19* century boathouse known to exist on the property, an older bam that predatesthe existing
bam, agreen house, agricultural buildings and asmall building built as adweling for Edward's mentally
Incompetent younger brother.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Barnstable. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE
ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
ca 1742-1943

Significant Dates
1868

Significant Person
(Connplete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
Apreviously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
X. designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
x. Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:

Cape Cod National Seashore, Wellfleet. MA
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*STAl tMUNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

INTRODUCTION

The Fort HUl Rura Historic District, including the grouping of the Knowles and Permiman houses, with the adjacent
expan<e of interdependent fieldsand woods, representsa pattern of settlement and land division characteristic of
farms on Cgpe Cod from gpproximately 1750 to 1900. This generd organization of the steendured a Fort HiU from
the time of Wilard Knowles death in 1786 to the end of the Knowles ownership in 1943, and issiU largdly visible
today. The relationship iUugratesaregiona trend that moved from communaly based farming toward famUy farm
cdugers Prior to 1750, the idea of landschaft — houses surrotmded by common fields worked commtmally — was
prevalent. By the time that the Knowles family began to work its Fort HiU holdings in the second half of the 18th
century, however, landschaft had been replaced with anew socia and economic order. Thisnew system viewed land
ownership as acdculated individual investment, imder whichinnovation was rewarded with greater profits. It was
characterized by clustersof extended famUies who jointly farmed adjacent parcesof individually held land.

The Fort Hill Rural Historic District i n Eastham, Massachusetts, possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, and associaions. The district meetsNational Regiger Criterion'A and C on the loca levd,
reflecting important pattems of leind use which represent traditional agricultural practices unique to the community
and the region. The district includes dJ of the land commonly known as "Fort HUI" whichwas previously owned by
the descendants of Wilard Knowles, including the Fort HiU Road corridor, the large openfields, the Red Maple
Swvamp, and Skiff HiU. The period of significance extendsfrom 1786 to 1943, when the property was imder
cultivation and attained its characteristic physical qualties.

Two portions of the Fort HUI Rural Historic District, comprising some 17.5 acres of National Park Serviceland, were
listed inthe National Regiter in 191 for their archaeologicd significance. They are part of the Nauset
Archaeologicad District, which condsts of sx discontiguous properties possessing high potential to contain degposits
dating to the Historic Contact period (National Register Criterion D). The Nauset Archaeologica District was dso
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1993 and included inalarger multiple-property National Register Usting
with the theme "Historic Contact: Early Relaions Between Indians and Colonists i n Northeastern North America,
1524-1783)."

The Captain Edward Permiman House and itsbam were dsolisted inthe National Register in 1975. Acknowledging
the importance of the whaling industry to Cgpe Cod history, the nomination emphasizesthat it isthe only whaling
cgptain'shouse i n Eastham and that the two buildings are outstanding examples of French Second Empire style
architecture. The nomination includes one acre of associated land.

The entire Fort HUI arearetainsahigh level of integrity to 1943, the end of its period of occupation by the
descendants of Wilard Knowles. The three diverse zones within the proposed Fort HiU Historic District dJ exhibit
moderateto high leves of integrity to the end of the period of significance. However, combining the zones into a
single district produces an overal level of integrity that ishigher than that of any sngle zone. One of the most
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important characteristics of the district isthe juxtaposition of the diverse zones, from the residential cluster along Fort
HUI Road, to the spacious open fieldson Fort Hill, to the dark and enclosed Red Maple Swamp. Thisrelationship
appearsto have been present by the early 1800s, and is clearly visiblein maps and aerial photographs from the end of
the period of significance. Fort HiU isxmiqueinthat dJ three of these distinct areashave survived together, relatively
intact, imtU the end of the 20th century. Thisisinsharp contiast with so many of the remnants of Cape Cod's
farming heritage, where the buUdings may sxirvive but not the surrounding land, or viceversa.

Thefield pattern at Fort Hill, with land dividedintorectangular fieldsof varyingsize, represents adistinctive
regional method of agricultural land division characteristic of late 18th and 19th century New England farms. New
England's small fieldsreflected the gradual processby which land was cleared when first settled by Europeans. It
aso reflected the need to cultivate awide variety of crops. The samal field pattem has endured on Cape Cod to the
present day, partiaUy because of the need to grow avariety of crops inorder to survive economicaly. WhUe other
parts of the country saw the large scale production of a single crop prove profitable, the Cape's amal farms served
local markets with avariety of fresh produce. The KnowlesfamUy did not engagein the production of specialty
crops, such as agparagus or stiawberries, to the extent that their neighbors did. However, throughout the Knowles
period, the smalJ fieldsat Fort HiU were used to grow a diverse range of crops. Atthe end of the Knowles ownership
in 1943, the various enclosed fieldsat Fort HUI were used for growing sweet corn, hay and turnips, and for pasturing
approximately 15 cows.

Integral to the character of the small fieldsat Fort HiU are the stonewalUs that definethem. Stonewallsrepresent a
type of field and boimdary demarcation common to 18th and 19th century farmsinNew England. Rocks cleared
fromfieldsinother regions of the country were frequently removed from the site or tossed inpiles. In New England,
these rocks were neatly assembled into stone walUs, with the presence of stonewallspartially explaining the small
field pattem in New England. While thiswas common throughout most of New England, it was unusual onlower
CapeCod. Field improvements on most of the Cape did not include many stonewalls, because the soU contained few
sonesto be removed. However, the area around Fort Hill was an exception to this, having anumber of glacial
boulders. Thus, the stonewallsat Fort Hill — while characteristic of farmsthroughout the larger New England
region — are rare on Cape Cod. The stonewallsat Fort HUl are also imusual inthat three of the four survivein the
open field zone. Thisdiffersfrom the majority of stonewalJsin New England, which tend to be obscured by woods
that have overgrown the originally open fieldsthey once delineated.

PRE-CONTACT AND CONTACT PERIOD SETTLEMENT (TO 1644)
Fort Hill was part of an areainwhich there was long-term Native American presence. The French explorer Samuel
de Champlain visited the Nauset Harbor areain 1605. He documented hisvisit with anarrative, inwhich he
described the harbor as "entirely surrounded by Utile houses, around each one of which there was as much land as
the occupant needed for his support.” Champlain also prepared amap which depicts cleared land around Nauset
Harbor and the I ndian residents engaged i n the practice of agriculture. A amalJ expedition of PUgrims also noted the
presence of permanent native American settlements around Nauset Harbor i n 1620, though no specific mentionis
made of Fort HUI.

(continued)
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In 1993, the Nauset Archeological Disttict, which includes Fort HUl and five other sites, was designated aNational
Historic Landmark for "yielding or possessing the potential to yield nationally significant information on Historic
Contact i nthe Northeast." According to the nominationform, the overall disttibution of the six sites"roughly
corresponded to the dispersed pattern of individual wigwams and cornfieldsdepicted by Samuel de Champlain on
his 1605 map of the area” Investigations associated with the nomination revealed that Fort HiU contains alarge,
multi-component prehistoric site dating from the Late Archaic to the Late Woodland period. The Native Americans
are beUeved to have maintained primary residencesinthe Nauset area, taking advantage of the wide range of food
types avalable inthe region. Their locationaUowed easy accessto varying environments ranging from tidal flatsand
salt marsh to freshwater wetland and wooded upland, each contiibuting natural resources needed for a subsistence
economy.

ORIGIN OFTHE NAME "FORTHILL" (17TH CENTURY)

AU of the land comprising the Fort HiU Rural HistoricDisttict iscommonly known as "Fort HiU." The tiaditiona
explanation of the name "Fort HiU" derives from an act passed by the Plymouth Colony court on June 9,1653
ordering that every tovm estabUsh a place for defense with breastworks and flankers. The occasion for this act was a
renewed naval war between the EngUsh and the Dutch, and the colonists' resultant fear of attack by the Dutch colony
of New Amsterdam. Friction between New England and New Amsterdam had already arisen conceming tiade
relations with the Indians.

If defensive workswere constmcted in Eastham, Fort HUI would have been alogical locationfor them. The core of
Eastham, within the expansive original boundaries of the townwhich include present day Wellfleet, Eastham and
Orleans, lay just to the south and west; artUlery on Fort HiU could have commanded the entiance to Nauset Harbor.
There isno evidence intown or colony records that fortifications were ever constmcted, much lessprovided with
artiUery. However, it seemsreasonable that the name Fort Hill derived from this 17th-century legislation.

Thename "Fort HiU" was first documented in Eastham inan early grant that conveyed land to Plymouth Colony
Govemor WUUam Bradford. The description describesthe parcel bounded by "a white oak tiee above the fort hUlL."
Thisisone of only two specificreferencesto Fort HUl foundin Eastham's 17th century records. The other datesfrom
1695 and refers to the same piece of land. The bounds of the ttact were lost, and a committee was delegated to
examine the land and renew the bounds. No other early referencesto Fort HiU have been found, nor isthe name
known to have appeared on any subsequent deed or map. The existence of the two 17th century citations, however,
confirmsthat the term was not a creation of romantic 19th century historians.

EARLY SETTLEMENT BY THE PLYMOUTH COLONY (1644 -1672)

Scarcely 20 years after beginning their endeavor i nthe New World, the PUgrimsin Plymouth were becoming

disilUusioned with the territory they had chosen. The PUgrims initial exploration of Massachusetts Bay, before they

settied at Plymouth, had acquainted them with Nauset (later known as Eastham). Contacts with the native

inhabitants there had been maintained, and food supplied from that area helped sustain Plymouth during times of

scarcity. Thisgave Nauset areputation as an agricultural land of plenty. William Bradford, an early govemor of
(continued)
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* riyillUUth Plantatlorv, Wfotethat the INausst soil "istor ttie most part a blakishand deep mould, much like ttiat where
groweth the best tobacco inVirginia." Nauset was therefore one of the locations suggested for resettlement. Two
committees were sent from Plymouth to examine the area. The second committee concluded that Nauset would not
be able to accommodate the current population of Plymouth, so there was no further discussion of relocating the
entiretown, but individual s were given permission to move.

In 1644, agroup of 49 people left Plymouth to begin the settlement of Nauset. The migrantsincluded most of the men
who had composed the second exploratory committee. The prominent leader of the migrants was Thomas Prence,
who had been governor of the Plymouth Colony for two years, and assistant govemor many other years. Those who
accompanied Prence were considered to be among the most respectable familiesof Plymouth. Prence was devoted
to the Eastham settiement. Chosen governor again i n 1657, he resisted moving back to the seat of govermment at
Plymouth and received a specia dispensation that allowed him to continue living i n Eastham.

Nauset was incorporated as atown in 1646, and in 1651 changed itsname to Eastham. The original settiers were
given ttacts of land, part of which they used and part of which they reserved for futureneed. The settlement pattem
of Eastham differed from other early colonial patterns inthe regioninthat itlacked any concentiation of stmctures
that might have been called avillage center. With farming as the nearly universal source of livelihood, familiesUved
cdose together and worked land scattered throughout the township. Early land records show that each resident was
intended an assortment of land i nthree categories: meadow, upland, and woodland.

The ownership of the land around Fort HUl under the Plymouth Colony isunclear, though it seemsto have been
parceled out insmall ttacts. Prence was beUeved to have owned property on Fort Hill, but land grants only confirm
that he owned land south of Fort Hill. Itisknown that at least one 5-acre ttact of the Fort Hill area was granted to
William Bradford in1659. The land was described as upland and meadow, and was likely used for farming, as was
most other land already cleared by the Native Americans.

SAMUEL TREAT PERIOD AT FORT HILL (1672-1716)

Samuel Treat (1648-1717) was the first white settler whose permanent residence at Fort HUl has been confirmed. He
camefrom adistinguished family of colonial New England. Hisfather was a govemor of Connecticut and one of the
founders of the Puritan settlement of Newark, NJ. Samuel Treat had graduated from Harvard College, and was
apparently living i nthe home of hisfather inMilford, CT, when he received the cdJ from Eastham to serve asits
minister sometime between 1672 and 1675. Treat's tenure as minister lasted nearly 45 years, and he is probably best
known for hiswork with Native American Indians, who were stUl numerous in his sprawling parish. He leamed
their language, tiaveled great distances to preach the gospel to them, and tiained assistantsfrom their people.

Treat's importance i nthe history of Eastham Uesinthe fact that he was the first person caled from outside the town
to be afuU-time pastor, i nthe expectation that the town would furnish most or aJ of his support. Eastham in the
1670s was orUy marginalUy able to support afull-timeminister, so six land grants were added to the clergy
compensation package. While one grant was intended to be the location of Treat's house, he instead decided to reside

(continued)
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Kempton in 1662 — the same 5-acre ttact that has been granted to William Bradford i n 1659.

Theland allocated to Treat was initialy meamt to be reserved for ministerial use by the town, but in March 1702, the
town granted Treat "al the upland and meadow belonging to the house |ot where he now lives' (on Fort Hill) in
exchangefor several other parcelswhich has been allocated himearUer. The town, however, reserved the right to
repurchaseif Samuel Treat left the work of the ministry and left town.

Thelocation of Treat's circa 1673 house on the five-acre parcel on Fort Hill isuncertain. I1nMarch 1703 or 1704, the
town granted Treat an additional small piece of land nearby to "set hishouse.” Apparently, Treat planned to build a
new house, and itislikely that he did so with the additional means he had by that time. The physical remains of a
Treat house site were stiU visible inthe 19th century, and the locationwas described as southeast of the Seth Knowles
residence, near the brook which ran from the Cedar swamp to the Town Cove, and not far from an excellent spring of
water, but itisnot knownwhether the description isof the first or possible second house. |If asecond house existed,
iswas Ukely near the present Burrill house, uphill from the Ukely site of the first house. Research and field survey
conducted for the Nauset Archaeological Disttict focused on contact period information and did not identify the
location of the house.

After additional land acquisitions in 1711 and 1712, Treat owned a substantial part of the southem portion of Fort
HiU, aJ included within the Fort HiU Rural Historic Disttict. One of the 1711 grantsrefersto Treat's bam and other
land records spesk of extensive fences and stonewaUs, so itislikely that Treat engaged i n subsistencefarming.

EARLY KNOWLESFARMS ATFORT HILL (1742 -1800)

At some point between the death of Samuel Treat (1716-1717) and the mid-18th century, the Treat homestead was
passed to the KnowlesfamUy. Though a deed has not been found, evidence shows that the Treat property on Fort
HiU was purchased by Willard Knowlesin 1742. WUlard Knowles' will refers to boundary stonesat Fort HiU marked
with a"T" for the former owner Rev. Treat. ThewiU and inventory of his estate after his death in 1786 estabUsh that
WiUard Knowlesowned most or aJ of what isnow known as Fort HiU, representing the first time the area was
unified under one ownership. The Knowlesownership at that time comprised the entire Fort HUI Rural Historic
Disttict.

It isnot knownwhether Willard Knowleslived inthe Treat house, though itislikely. Coastal maps dated 1780 show
only one house on Fort HiU, which presumably was the residence of WiUard Knowles. WUlard Knowleswas a man
of obvious prosperity, and was probably among the most affluent residents of Eastham. The inventory of his etate
included large and varied landholdings totaling at least 210 acres scattered around the town. WiUard Knowlesaso
owned Uvestock: five cows, three heifers, one ox, two horses, two swine, and 16 sheep. Most were probably kept at
the Fort HiU homestead. The inventory also shows that WiUard Knowleswas raising grain on his land: 48 bushels of
Indian com and rye, and eight bushels of wheat, are Usted among his assets. FoUowing the death of WilUard Knowles
in 1786, his land on Fort HiU was divided between his youngest sons Seth and WUUam. Seth Knowles (1753-1821)

(continued)
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was granted the homestead buildings of Willard Knowles, listed as dwelling house, bam, com house, and "out
Houses' located inthe southern portion of the disttict. Wilard Knowles wife, Bethia Atwood Knowles, was granted
the use and improvement of the buildings on Seth'sland during her lifetime. Bethia died only three years after
Willard (in 1789), a which time Seth gained unrestticted ownership of the house and farm buUdings.

The northem portion of the district was granted to WUIliam (1755-1830). WiUiam Knowles dready had a house
nearby on Knowles property, just west of the Willard Knowles house. 1t was a Cgoe Cod style housewith atwo story
addition to the west. Willard Knowles division of his land between Seth and WiUiam created two Knowles family
farms a Fort Hill, which would remain the most dominant and significant features of the stewell into the 20th
century. At some point, the two farms became known by the names of their respective ownersin the late 19th
century, when they reached their highest and most characteristic development. The southem farm became known &s
the "Seth Knowles' farm, named for the son of James H. Knowles and grandson of Seth Knowles. The northem farm
became known as the " Sylvanus Knowles' farm, named for the son of Wiliam F. Knowles.

REGIONAL FARMING PATTERNS (19TH CENTURY)

Eagtham at the beginning of the 19th century was an agricultural town, primarUy by default. Wellfleet and Orleans
had goUt off inthe 18th century, taking with them the former town's best harbors. It remained a predominantiy
agricultural townwel into the 20th century, although its population as such peaked in 1830. The typesof activities
conducted by Eastham farmers changed continually throughout the 19th century in regponseto extema economic
factors. These changes were part of a generd ttend ssen on the Cgpe from the erlUest years of settiement. Cgpe
Codders relatively isolated and often risky environment has aways required them to be flexible in seeking a
livelihood. Sometimesland-based activities were the most rewarding; a other times maritime pursuits were more
lucrative. Many residentscombined the two invarying proportions. Cgpe Coddershavehad to cope with rapidly
changing conditions on both land and ssg, relinquishing failing ventures and seizing new opportunities. The Fort
HiU Rural Historic Disttict remains as an excelUent example of thislocal and regiona pattem.

Cgpe Codders option of tuming to the sea to supplement farming income became increasingly necessary as much of
the Cgpésinitialy arable 0U became exhausted. Periodswhen the maritime option was largely not avaJable, such
& during the Revolutionary War, put extieme pressure on the fragUe farmlands. By 1800 about a thousand acres on
the west, bay Sde of Eastham had become a sandy wasteland; observersreported that the topsoil had blown away, in
many placesto adepth of 10 feet. However, on the eest, ocean Sde of Eastham remained good land. According to
Rev. James Freeman in 1802, "Three cedar svampson the west... guard it in a great measure againg the irmptions of
the sand.” The Knowles farms comprised about a quarter of thisfertilettact.

Early inthe 1800s com, or maize, was Eastham's primary crop, with about 1,000 bushelsbeing sent to market.
Obtaining salt from seawater aso became an important industty inthe first haf of the 19th century. Wheat growing
and shegp raising werein decUne by the mid 1800s Instead, Eastham farmers wererelying more on dairying, poultry
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raismg, growing vegetables tor nearby markets, and peat harvesting. The assessorsrecords began listing peat
swamp" as a separate category in 1839-1840. Peat was apparently valuable as afuel: peat |land was assessed at $100
an acrethrough the 1860sand 1870s, at atime when good tillage land was valued at $40 an acre. UntU the 1880s, land
producing peat had a higher assessed value than land producing any other commodity, including cranberries.

In the latter half of the 19th century, peat harvesting declined, but dairying and poultry raising increased. Thiswas
largely due to the arrival of the Cape Cod Centtal Railroad extension from Orleans through Eastham arriving at
Wellfleet by 1870. The raUroad enabled Eastham farmers to participate i nthe market for freshmuk inthe Boston
mettopoUtan area. The farmers also began to focus on growing specialty crops such as cranberries and asparagus for
the newly expanded market. By 1920, Eastham had 150 acres of "grass’ (asparagus).

The evolution of the famUy farm cluster occurred gradually during the 18th and 19th centuries. |t appearsto have
been motivated by an undesirable ttend: as original land allotments were divided among sons, individual allotments
became amaler and smaller. Jointly farming adjacent parcels of land provided the necessary areaforaviable
agricultural operation. On the Cape, where farmers such as the Knowleswere required to continualy adapt to
changing market forceswith the production of different crops, alarger expanse of land ptovided additional flexibility
to pursue whatever was considered profitableat the moment. The clustering of residences on one part of the famUy
land helped freethe maximum amount of acreagefor farming. The family farm cluster also offered protectionfrom
undesirable neighbors whose lack of husbandry skiUscouldjeopardize the weU-being of the family farm. Family
farm clusters appear to have been common i n southem New Englamd and the Cape during the 19th century. 19th
century maps of the Town of Eastham show several settlements made up of adjacent properties owned by members
of the samefamily.

19TH CENTURY KNOWLESFARMS AT FORT HILL (1800-1900)

Through the 19th century and into the 20th century, the Knowlesfarms clearly exhibited the Cape-wide themes of
continuity and adaptability. Continuity marked the farms' inheritance patterns. The two brothers whoinherited
WiUard Knowles' Fort Hill land in 1786, Seth and William, were two yearsapart inage. Successve generations
remained roughly synchronized, and the farmswere ttansferred at smUar intervals. Each farfnwas occupied by four
fuUu generations of KnowlesfamiUes, for atotal of five, including Willard Knowles.

The history of the property, by conttast, was characterized by awide variety of constantiy changing uses, as the
Knowlesfamily adjusted to changing markets and environmental conditions. Throughout this time, the southem
farm remained the more prosperous of the two farms, with aranking of the third most valuable property intown.

The Knowlesfamily updated old buUdings and erected new onesthroughout the 19th century at Fort HUl. On the
northem farm, Wiliam F. Knowlesadded atwo-story wing to the Cape-style house that he iiiherited from hisfather
WiUiam. ThisbuUdingisno longer standing (approximate location, NR map #C). Another dwelling was built to the
west (the current Sylvanus Knowles house, NR map #3) in 1864, the year that Wiliam F. Knowlesdied. It appears
that this house was built by WUliam F.'s son Sylvanus, who gave up a seafaring life and came home to mn the famUy
farm at that time. Presumably WUUam F.'s widow Betsey continued to Uvein the old house.

(continued)
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"The history ot the soumem tarmhouse (NRmap #4) islessclear. It may have been buUt by JamesH. Knowlesin 1821,
the year that he inheritedthe farm from hisfather Seth (1753-1821). Morelikely, however, the house was built by
Seth circa 1790, or built by WiUard sometime after 1742, perhaps incorporating an older stmcture. A variety of other
structures stood on the Knowles farmsduringthe 19th century. On the southem farm, a shoe shop was present inthe
mid 1800s, and a store house (locationsunknown). Thenorthem farm had abarn that stood until it bumed in 1934
(approximate location, NR map #12).

Salt-making was one of the land uses practiced by the Knowles famUy during the 19th century at Fort hiu. Of 43
saltworks i n Eastham in 1824, the southem Knowles farm had the eighth largest valuation. The northern Knowles
farm ranked around 20th. 1n 1850, when salt-making was beginning to decline, the northern farm had 2,400 linear
feet of saltworks and the southern farm had 2,000 feet. Saltworksdisappeared from the southem farminthe late
1850s and on the northem farm in1865. The saltworkswere situated inlow, flat areas reasonably close to the water.
lardeUa's Coagtd Map of Cgpe Cod, 1856, shows the location of salt works on Fort HiU. One area of saltworks was
located i nthe northeast portion of the disttict, just south of the current Hemenway Road and Town Landing. A
second area of saltworkswas located further south along the marsh edge, approximately haUway between the
summits of Fort HUI and Skiff HiU. Though the low locations are stUI present, no ttaces of these activities exist. Many
of the young Knowles men aso spent sometime at sea prior to taking up farming. Residents of both the southern
farm and the northern farm also owned sharesranging from an eighth to a thirty-second interest in various types of
shipsinthe midto late 1800s.

Both Knowles famiUesraised grain and potatoes and had orchards. A sizable orchard was located south of the house
in the southern farm i nthe mid 1800s. Each farm also showed acom house among its outbuildings, indicating the
continued importance of corn. Peat swamps encompassed three-quarters to one acre on each of the two Knowles
farms. Peat was assessed on the southem farm until 1877, and on the northern farm untU about 1920.

Two or three cows and the same number of young stock were kept on each farm around the middleof the 19th
century. Thesenumbers of cattle would produce more milk than the ordinary famUy could consume, and butter and
cheesewere been produced. 1n1873, the number of cows on both farmsmore than doubled, reflecting the completion
of the railroad extension through Eastham and the expansion of the market for fresh muUk. ItisbeUeved that Sylvanus
and Seth Knowleswere the first intown to take advantage of the railroad when i n 1872 they began sending their milk
canstwiceaday to Provincetown, when the raUroad was extended to the final terminus.

The Knowles famUy was only modestly involved inthe production of specialty crops. Beginning around 1860, the
northem farm included a smalU cranberry swamp of about 1/2 acre. The southem farm devoted approximately one
acreto thisactivity. Asparagus was first Usted on both farmsin 1895. The northem farm had up to an acrefor
asparagusi n someyears, whUethe southem farm never exceeded one-quarter acre. Together, the produce was larger
than required for afamily's needs, but not large enough to represent a significant commercial quantity. Rather than
focusing on specialty crops, the Knowles family concentiated on poultty raising. Hen houseswere on the southern
Knowlesfarm aroimd 1880, and on the northem farm inthe early 1890s. Between 1910 and 1920, the northern farm
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had more than 300 fowl, while the southern farm had over 200 fowl. The southem farm had more substantial and
permanent poultry buildings. Beginning around the time of Seth's death in 1905, when the farm was listed under the
name of his daughter Abbie May Knowles, hen houseswere the orUy remaining outbuildings except the bam, and a
"brooder house" was included from at least 1906 to 1915. These stmctures were valued higher than the bam on the
northem farm.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PENNIMAN PROPERTY (1829 -1961)

The Penniman famUy first came to Eastham in May 1820, when Scammell Penniman purchased from Jesse Collinsa
homestead |ot just west of the southem Knowlesfarm, then owned by JamesH. Knowles. The lot purchased by
Scammell Permiman was described as "all the homestead formerly owned by Thomas Knowles," and probably
comprised of six to seven acres. Thomas Knowles (1777-1820) was almost certainly the oldest son of Seth (1753-1821)
and brother to James H. Knowles. Thomas probably earned his primary living from maritime activities, judging by
the small size of his homestead, then acquired by Collins, a sea captain who was related to the Knowlesfamily by
marriage.

Scammell Penniman, then 56, was a carpenter who had become a merchant, having alarge West I ndian store on
Commercial Stteet at the north end of Boston. His purchase of the homestead was apparently on behalf of his son
Daniel (1802-1871), and may have been awedding gift. On April 30,1829, Daniel married an Eastham woman, Betsy
Mayo. The purchase of the homestead was concluded the day after the wedding, and the couple lived in Eastham.

The property contained a house, outbuUdings, and an orchard. 1n 1834, ScammeU Penniman purchased five more
acresadjoining his existing property on the west. He died in 1836, and all rights to the property were passed to
Daniel. The Penniman property resembled a miniature version of the Knowlesfarms, with the same categories of
land, buUdings, and livestock present on asmaller scale. During the 1850sand 1860s, Daniel Penniman managed to
enlarge hislandholdings to 16-17 acres. Aswith the Knowlesfarms, the bulk of the land was listed as tillage (10-12
acres). Penniman also owned smaller amounts of salt meadow and fresh meadow (2 acres each), as weU as analJ
amounts of peat and cranberry bog. 1n1861, Daniel was shown as owninga smal bam, awood house, and - imtU
1864 - a store house.

Daniel's daughter Elvira (b. 1829) was the first member of his famUy to be bom in Eastham. Hissecond child,
Edward, was bom in1831. Edward married Betsey Augusta Knowlesin 1859. She had Uved acrossthe road on the
northem Knowlesfarm, being the daughter of WilUam F. Knowlesand the sister of Sylvanus D. Knowles. Edward
enjoyed great successas i nwhaling and became acaptain at 29 years of age. He was the only degp-seawhaling
captain from Eastham and hiswife Betsey accompanied him on three whaling voyages, bringing one of their children
on each voyage. | nadditionto Edward's remuneration as captain, from 1861 through 1870 he owned 3/32 interest in
the vessel he commanded, the"Minerva."

In Febmary 1866, Edward purchased from hisfather Daniel a property that included 12 acres of land south of Fort
HiU Road, a simple dweUing house, two bams, and several outbuildings. The house was the Thomas Knowles house
(continued)
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that had been part of Scammell Penniman's original purchase. Local history statesthat the house was |located
southeast of the existing Penniman House. Edward and Betsey Augusta Penniman retumed from awhaUng voyage
in April 1868. Ithad been alucrativeventure, with cash and notesworth $4,000 credited to Edward. In 1868, Captain
Penniman's house was valued at $300, while in 1869 his dwelling was valued at $3,000. Captain Penniman's new
house was an impressive French Empire-style residence buUt by master buUder Nathaniel Nickerson. The house was
buUt on an 8-foot-high mound, formed from soU excavated from other areasto enable himto view the ocean and
Cape Cod Bay from the cupola.

The Permiman’s property served as a gentleman's farm, rather than aworking farm as on the adjacent Knowles
properties. The Permimans had a greenhouse from the late 1890suntil the 1920s. From the mid 1880sto almost the
end of the century, they also owned aboat house. Other featuresdistinguish the property in 1830 photographs, such
as the whalebone gate, terraced yard, decorative wooden fence, hitching posts, retaining walls, and row of
cottonwood ttees. The original whalebone gate was a pair of jaw bonesfrom a sperm whale. A second gate using
jaw bonesfrom abaleen whale was instaUed circa 1876 and remained until 1964. The current whalebone gate was
installed circa 1969 and isfrom afinback whale. The whalebone gate and other landscape features, which stUI
remain, distinguished the property from the Knowles' simple farmyards.

Two other buUdings were later added to the site. A new barn was built between 1880 and 1882, the existing bam on
the property today (NRmap #2). A smalJ dwelling (location unknown) was also added to the property around 1833
for George Permiman, the mentaly incompetent younger brother of Edward. He diedin1911. Captain Edward
Penniman died at his home in Eastham on October 16,1913. The property passed to hiswife, Betsey, and then to
their daughter Betsey Augusta Permiman. She was an amateur photographer and took many pictures of the
Penniman property. She died in 1957, leaving the property to her niece, IrmaPenniman Broun Kahn (the
granddaughter of Captain Edward Penniman). Based on descriptions by Kahn, the stonewall along the stieet and in
the courtyard were whitewashed each spring, there were at least eight hitching posts where guests could hitchtheir
horses. Treeswere not alowed to grow inthe field facing the ocean, providing aview of Town Cove, the ocean and
the sand dunes. A hen housewas kept inback of the barn, alarge vegetable garden and stiawberry patch were
south of the bam. East of the housewas afrait orchard with apples, pears, grapesand plums which no longer exists.

SALE OF THE KNOWLES FARMS (1905 -1943)

At the beginning of the 20th century, the two Knowlesfarms had reached their highest and most characteristic
development. Thereafter, things changed rapidly. Seth, owner of the southern farm, died in 1905 at the age of 83. He
had four chUdren, none of whom married. He willed the farm to two of them, Seth Edgar and Abbie May, both then
in their forties. Since Seth Edgar had suffered brain damagewhile at sea, operation of the farm was done by Abbie
May. In 1906, the dweUing increased invalue from $1,200 to $3,000, possibly indicating a reassessment or amajor
addition such as the cross gable. WhUe cows and fow!| were stUl kept, they were kept i nmuch smalUer numbers.
When Abbiedied in 1927, the farm passed out of the iirmiediate family and was administered by her executor until its
sdeto Charles A. Gunn in 1936.

(continued)
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sylvanus, ovmer ot the northem farm, died in1911. He was succeeded by his son Wiliam Freemen Knowles, who
continued to farm untU his death in 1924 at the ege of 50. The farm passad to hiswife, Harriet, and farming was no
longer conducted on asignificant scde. 1n 1926, Harriet Knowles sold 10 acres of sivamp south of Hemenway Roed
(@aportion of the current Red Maple Swamp area) to Lawrence Hemenway. She continued living at the farm through
the 1930s but sold itin 1943 to Dorothy LudUe Kattwinkel. The remarkable paraUdism of the two farms had
perssted for nearly 140 years.

FARMING DURING THE GUNN OWNERSHIP (1936 -1950)

Charles Gunn was anative of Nova Scotia He came to Cgpe Cod after buying an ice busnessin WeUflet and later
became caretaker for the Albert Greene Duncan family, which owned alarge farm not far from Fort Hill. Upon Mr.
Duncan's deeth, Gunn acquired the farm. MeanwhUe, he acquired the right to take hay off the nearby Knowles
farms. Thishaying may have been responsiblefor keeping alarge areaof Fort HiU open, including the land between
Fort HUI and Skiff Hill that has Sancegrown up into alargely cedar scrub. Gurm negotiated to purchasethe southem
Knowlesfarm, succeeding only when a Knowlesttusteepressured the heirs into seUing. 1n 1936, he began to revive
the agricultural use of the farm, registered under the name "Nauset Moors Farm.”

The Gunns converted the bam for occupancy by mUk cows and moved into the Knowles housein about 1938 Only a
arelJ foundation from a portion of this barn remainson the sitetoday. They kept 20-25 milk cows, a greater number
of cattle than had previoudy been kept on the southem Knowlesfarm. Thiswas possble because, for the first time
dnce 1786, both Knowlesfarms were being used inaunified operation. Gurm used the southem farm primarUy for
growing high-quaUty clover and alfalfa; he pastured the cattle on the northem farm by arrangement with the
Kattwinkels. The Kattwinkelswere active conservationists and apparently had an interest in maintaining the
ttaditionalUy open quality of their land.

Gunn marketed his milk locally, through door-to-door saes, gores, and a school conttact. His conttol of thelocd
market reflects the decline indairy farming inthe town at this time.

DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE ON CAPE COD (20TH CENTURY)

WhUe the tiaditional mral economy on Cgpe Cod was disintegrating, summer tourism was rising as a potent new
force. The tourism Industry I n Eastham reflected that of Cgpe Cod I ngenerd, but It more specificaly reflected the
tourism Industry of the Outer Cgpetowns, which have dways been less populated and more dramatic In their
landscgpes. The Outer Cgpestourism Industty was guided by the coming and going of the ralJroad, the
Improvement and extension of Highway Route 6, and the lossof other Industry Inthe region. Tourism beganinthe
latter part of the 19th century and accderated into the 20th century. With these forcesin the region, the younger
Charles Gunn, as he was coming of age around 1950, stated that he would subdivide the property into lots and build
cottages The eder Gunn sought to preservethe farm and therefore sold the property to outsders — James H. Leach,
aveterinarian, and hiswife Frances.

(continued)
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The Leaches continued some farming and kept the land open, hiring aherdsman and converting the stable for
occupancy by horses that were rented for recreational purposes. |1n 1960, however, they sold the former Seth
Knowles/Nauset Moors farm to a development company, Mel-Con of Fitchburg, MA. Mel-Con planned to divide the
property into 33 lotslinked by a system of privateroadswith commtmal boat landings. By May 1961, Mel-Con had
registered its subdivision and had started regrading the land and laying out roads, including aroad leading to the
summit of Fort HiU. Ithad sold 10 of the 33 "Fort HUl Estates' lots. One lot, which contained ti:ie Setii Knowles
farmhouse on approximately 3/4 of an acre, was sold to the BurriU famUy. Thishouse was the only buUding on the
ttact at that time. Further development was halted by the creation of the Cape Cod National Seashorein 1961.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OWNERSHIP (1961 - PRESENT)

Theinitial planning to establish Cape Cod National Seashore apparently did not include either of the two former
Knowles farmsinthe Fort HiU area. While the boundaries of the future park were iU under discussion, a heUcopter
tour of the areawas arranged inMay 1961 for relevant House and Senate subcommittee members. During thisvisit,
the helicopter landed on Fort HUI and members saw the beginnings of the Mel-Con subdivision, with stakes marking
the futurelocation of houses. The southem farm at Fort HiU was thereafter includedwithin the proposed boundary.
National Park Service acquisition of the eight lots and the balance of the tiact which had been subdivided but not yet
sold was accomplished despite some opposition. Once the southern farm was includedinthe National Seashore, it
was sensible to add the rest of the Fort Hill area. The Captain Edward Penniman house, barn and farmland were
purchased by the National Seashore on June 7,1963. Included with the property were afew of the Penniman famUy's
household furnishings, which are now stored at the Salt Pond Visitor Center. The northem Knowles farm was added
to the National Seashorein October 1964, though the farmhouse and surrounding three acres of land were keptin
private ownership. 1n 1965, the Park Service also acquired the 10 acreswhich had been conveyed out of the Knowles
famUy in 1926.

The Park Service established several walking tiails through the area, as well as asmall parking area on the north side
of Fort HiU Road, between the two Knowles houses. A resttoom faciUty was added to the northem portion of the
property, near Hemenway Road, in1969. Also inthe mid1960s, the extension of Fort HiIU Road and the parking area
at the top of Fort Hill were paved. The Park Service has mowed the open fields, and performed two contioUed bums
in the 1970s. Pasture grasseshave gradually been replaced by coarser vegetation, but the arearetains its open feel,
with some areas of increased vegetation that are the result of natural encroachment. | nrecent years, the Park Service
has removed encroaching vegetation from several areeswhich were open during the period of significance, restoring
some of the views and a more open feeling in the distiict.

Integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, and association are dJ present to alarge extent i n the Fort Hill
Rural Historic Disttict. Integrity of location and association are bascaly intact. Integrity of designisvisibleona
large scalei nthe overal organization of the site, and i n the relationship of its three distinct zones to one another and
to the scenic envirorunent. The most notable detiactionfrom the site€'soverall design is the extension of Fort Hill
Road and the parkinglot on the summit of Fort HUl. Onasmaller scale, integrity of design, workmanship, and

(continued)
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materials are apparent to varying degreesin the three contiibuting residential properties and the four stonewalJs
within thisdisttict. The evocative natural setting — including views of the Town Cove, Nauset Marsh, and the
Atlantic Ocean; the rolling topography and distinctivekettle holes; and the woodland buffer of the Red Maple
Swamp — appearsto have changed relatively little since 1943, conttibuting to the integrity of thissite. Only the
feeling of the site has changed significantly: no longer aworking farm, with its characteristic activities, sounds, and
anelUs itisnow a tianquU piece of parkland.

Archaeological Significance

While Fort Hill and the general surrounding area represents one of the higher prehistoric site densities on Cape Cod,
mogt site interpretation inthe areaisstill restticted to locational information and limited explanations of culture
history and site variability based on artifact coUections. Most of thisinformation has been based on the efforts of
artifact collectors and amateur excavations. Only recently, have professional archaeologists conttibuted to our
knowledge of Outer Cape prehistory in a substantive way. The sum total of these efforts.has also been limited with
most efforts restticted to regional interpretations and intensive level sampling. Site examination level testing is still
rareinthe area. Given the above information, any surviving prehistoric resourcesin the Fort Hill area could be
significant to the prehistory of the region and the Fort Hill area. Moreintensive survey and excavation of sitesin the
areamay conttibute much needed information that identifies periods of landuse in the region and the intrasite
activities conducted at different sites. Thisinformation can be especially important in further understanding Native
American settlement and subsistence during the Contact Period, atime reasonably well documented in the
ethnohistorical literature but rarely documented with physical or archaeological data. Prehistoric sitesinthe Fort
Hill areahave the potential to document Outer Cape settlement and subsistencefrom at least the Late Archaic
through Contact Periods. Earlier evidence dating to the Middle Archaic and possible Early Archaic periods would
asonot be surprising. Prehistoric sitesinthe Fort Hill locale may contain information that documents the socidl,
cultural and economic evolution of Native Americans to the period of decentialized settlement and horticultural
economy witnessed by Champlain in 1605. Archaeological resources can help document these early observations
and contribute information on research topics related to lithic technology, ceramic technology, mortuary
ceremonialism, environmental reconstmction, ttade and other interests indicated by the environment, artifacts, and
site types recognized inthe area.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on the socid,
cultural and economic history of an Outer Cape Cod community from the 17" through 2" centuries. Additional
documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing can help locate the remains of the Treat
homestead, the home of the first minister inthe community. Further research can help solve the debate over the
existence of asecond house and the possibility that the latter stmcture was incorporated into the extant Seth Knowles

(continued)
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House (cal790). Archaeological sourcesmay provide information on the architectural details of the First Period
Treat ssmcture(s) for which no data survives. Information derived from the andyss of outbuildings and the contents
of occupational related features associated with the Treat House(s) may contribute significant information on the
lifestyle of Samud Treat and the extent to which it was typical of Eastham'sFirst Period settlement.  Information may
be present that identifies the extent that agriculture or somelevel of barter was important for Treat's survival.
Archaeologica evidence may dso survive supporting the thessthat Willard Knowlesinhabited the Treat homestead
after his purchase of the farm. Evidence may exist that identifies modifications to the stmcture and the functional
change of outbuildings. Artifact sttatification may aso be present in occupationa related features that engole a
detailed examination changesin occupation and function a the farm. Stmctural evidence of residentia buildings
and outbuildings may aso survive from the Northem and Southem Knowlesfarms deeded to William and Seth efter
the death of their father Willard in 1786. Structura evidence from the William F. Knowleshouse and related
outbuildings can help reconstmct the layout of the northem farm through the late 18* and first half of the 19*
century when the Sylvanus Knowles housewas built (1864). At the southem farm, archaeologica testing can help
define the exact constmction datefor the house and the extent to which it may have incorporated an earlier ssmcture.
The remains from outbuildingsrelated to both farms can dso contribute information related to domedtic life,
agricultural production and additional economic activitiesthat may have been conducted to supplement an
agricultural and maritime economy. Information relating to shoe manufacture may be present at the Ste of an
outbuilding knovm to be used for that industry on the southem farminthe mid 1800s The analyss of contents from
occupationd related features can aso contribute important information on the lives of the farm inhabitants and
economicd activitiesat the farm. Thisinformation may further define components of the 19* century family farm
cluger, variability in Knowlesfamily life and the mixture of farming, maritime and manufacturing pursuits. The
sources and types of information described above may dso conttibute important information on the occupation and
landuse a the Permiman property. Archaeologica and historical information can help reconstmct the Thomes
Knowleshomestead, an early 19* century farmincluded inthe Penniman property. Locd history locates the Thomes
Knowles house southerst of the existing Penniman house. Information may be present that indicates the role the
Thomas Knowles homestead played inthe 19* century Knowlesfamily farm cluster. Stmctural evidence may d<o be
present that hel ps reconstmct e ements of the Penniman property no longer extant today. Any evidence that
aurvives assocated with the small dwelling built by Edward Penniman for his mentally incompetent younger

brother may conttibute information relating to Edward Penniman'sview's toward the mentalUy retarded and how
typical they were for the period. Thisinformation can help better understand Edward as an individual and the
Penniman family ingeneral. Archaeologica evidence from outbuildings and the andys's of contents from
occupationd related features can dso help understand gentleman farming on the Cgpe and how it might have been
different from similar activitiesinother areas of Massachusetts. Archaeologica evidence from transportation related
faculties including the late 19* century boathouse and bam can be important in astudy of gentleman farming aswelJ

(continued)
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& contributing maritime and horse/lwagon related technological information. Outbuildings related to poultty raising
and agreenhouse, no longer extant, can aso conttibute to agreater understanding of 19 and early 20* century life
on the Permiman property. Soil sttatigraphy around the Permiman house can a0 conttibute information related to
landscape modifications created 0 that Edward Penniman could view the Atlantic Ocean and Cgpe Cod Bay.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated district includes approximately 100 acres of land within the boundaries of the Cgpe Cod National
Seedhore and islargely described by natural features. The district isbounded on the south by Town Creek and Town
Cove, on the eest by Nauset Marsh, on the north by Hemenway Landing and Hemenway Road, and on the west by
the Cgpe Cod National Seashore boundary which runsroughly parallél to US. Route 6 beginning a the westem end
of Fort Hill Road.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Theboundary of the nominated district isdrawn to include all of the property on Fort Hill whichwas previoudy
ovmed and farmed by the Knowles family. The land islocated within the Cgoe Cod National Seashore and, as such,

hes not been further subdivided and developed to the extent of most surrounding parcels.
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Linda McCaudand, Eastham, MA
Negatives with photographer

Photos taken November 1997-January 1993

1. Fort Hill Road and Captain Edward Penniman property, looking west
2. Captain Edward Penniman House, looking eest
3. Captain Edward Penniman House, Bam and Gate, |ooking southwest
4. Captain Edward Penniman House and Bam, looking southwest
5. Sylvanus Knowles House, looking northeast
6. Sylvanus Knowles House, |ooking northwest
7. Sylvanus Knowles House and garage, looking north
8 Fort Hill Road and Seth Knowles House, looking eest
9. Sath Knowles House, looking east
10. Sath Knowles House, |ooking southeast
11. Stone foundation, Seth Knowles House and garage, |ooking south
12, Fort Hill and Seth Knowles garage, 10oking southeast
13, View north to Skiff Hill from the top of Fort Hill
14. Sone wall north of Fort Hill, looking west
15 Stone wall north of Fort Hill, looking east
16. View west from the top of Fort Hill
17. Aeria View of the District, with US Route 6 onleft and Nauset Marsh onright

(end)
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MAP# MHCH# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Red Maple Svamp
Open fields cultivated ca 1742-1943 S C
Agricultura Trails ca 1742-1943 S C

James Hatch Knowles House Site (Old House on North Farm)
Thomas Knowles/'Danid Penniman House Ste exact location unknown
Samud Treat House Ste exact location unknown
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Previoudy listed on National Register/National Historic Landmark 2 buildings 1 Ste
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

A NNAN M assachusetts Historical Commission ¢
December 4, 2000 u I I !

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad please find the following nomination form:
Fort Hill Rura Historic District, Eagham (Bamgtable Co,), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties in the Certified Loca
Govemment community of Eastham were notified of pending State Review Board consderation
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

(6 o4 George Abbott, Esgham Higtorica Commisson
Sareh Korjeff, Caoe Cod Commisson, Conaultant
Thomes L. Newton, Chair, Board of SHecmen
Paul Wenbaum, Leed Higtorian, NPS
Maria Burks, Superintendant, Cgpe Cod Nationd Seedhare
Chair, Esgham Hanning Board
Sly Burrill, Gordon Avery, propaty ovmas

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
" Fax:(617) 727-5128 -Tn':(617) 878-3889
ir"Mw.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Strest, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO;

AB 22 201
H30(2280)
Memorandum
To Kegpe of the Nationd Regder
From: Asodae Director, Cultura Resource Stewardship ad Patnerships AJjj ™MD

Qiject: Nationd Regger Documentetion for the Fort Hill Rurd Higtoric Digtrict, Cgpoe
Cod Nationd Seedore

Attached pleesefind for your review aconcurrent nomingtion for the Fort Hill Rurd Higtoric
Didrict. This nomination hes bean sgned by Massechusatts SHPO; | have dso 9gnad it
dnceit indudes federd landswithin the Cgoe Cod Nationd Seedhore

Heese provide Paul Wenbaum and the superintendent & Cgpe Cod, Maia Burks, oopies of

the completed Sgnature peges, should you gpprove this documentation.  Thank you for your
congdeaion of this nomination.

Attachmat



