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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A three and one-half story building (84 1 x 126') of Bedford gray 
stone, the Dallas County Courthouse has not suffered any major 
alterations since its construction in 1902. Considered to have 
been designed with the French Renaissance in mind, this building 
has the ornately carved dormers and the rounded cone-crowned 
corner towers of that style. The red-shingled roof is high- 
pitched and irregular. At the center a 128 foot clock tower with 
parabolic dome appears. Story divisions are boldly marked by 
strong stone horizontals. The vertical groupings of the window 
openings are equally as pronounced. All corner windows have 
curved panes. (These are currently under consideration for 
replacement by rectangular aluminum framed glazing.) A rusticated 
stone foundation supports the whole. Only minor remodeling has 
occured on the interior where oak wood trim, wood floors, cast 
iron stairs and slate stair treads contribute to its finish. The 
original electric wiring has been replaced. The hot water pipe 
heating stystem remains. The entire building was sandblasted 
within the last ten years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by the Iowa firm of W. T. Proudfoot and George Bird, the 
Dallas County Courthouse was constructed in 1902/at a cost of 
$109,243.00. Since that time, local residents have delighted in 
the building's similarity to the French Chateau Azay-le-Rideau 
at Indre-et-Loire, west of Tours. A sixteenth century building, 
built to the specifications of Francis I by his chief treasurer, 
Gilles Berthelot. The chateau was reputedly the direct source of 
inspiration for designer George Bird<^ Proudfoot and Bird also 
designed the Salt Lake City Courthouse in Utah and the Polk County 
Courthouse in Iowa. Still in very good condition and used for its 
original purpose, the Dallas County Courthouse continues to present 
a distinguished and prominent profile for the enjoyment of residents 
for miles around.



Mick Youngman, Adel News, October 6, 1965. 

Des Moines Register, May 31, 1964.
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