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1. STATE - 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. Themes XIIT & XXI
Weshington Political and Military Affairs, 1830-1910

3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4, APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (Counlu fownship roads ete. If di]ﬁcult to fmd akelch on Supplementarz/ Sheet)

—é.—NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

7 IMPORTANCE AND DzSCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makea sm: tmporzant and what rcmaim are extant)

The colorful "AfPair of the Pig," arising directly from the protracted and bitter
quarrel between Great Britain and the United Btates as to the sovereigaty of the Oregon
territory, brought the two great powers briefly to the brink of war in 1859. For
thirteen years the two nations maintained ermed forces in the disputed San Juan archi-
e » &nd the question of sovereignty was resolved only by the Treaty of Washington
in m& the final arbitration of the gquestion by the German Enperor in 1872. Then,
for the first time in the history of the United States, the republic had no boundary
dispute with Oreat Britain.

In assessing the Treaty of Weshingbon Thomas A, Balley has written: "We may conclude
that it was the greatest triumph for arbitral methods that the world had yet witnessed.
It provided for four significent arbitrations, three of them of major importance.
/[Bailey includes the Ban Jusan question among the important emes./ It wes one of those
perlodic purgations that dispelled every serious cloud in Anglo-Americen relations.

It was not only [Hemilton/ Fish's grestesl diplomatic success, but it was also the most
substential accomplishment of eight long years of Grantism - an oasis of aschievement
11: thedssert of scandal.”l Allan Nevims has called the Treasty of Weshington “an event

eud:l.gal importance in the history of the relations of the two English-speaking
pema. ,

The splendid physical remsins o the Americen and BEnglish cemps on San Juan Island thus
appear tobe the one site from which the larger stories of "54-U0 or fight," the incident
of the Pig Wer, and the important Treaty of Weshington can be told.

} Thomss A, Bailey, AMplomatic Eistory of the American People (New York, 1547), k2,

2 Mlen Nevins, Hamllton Fish: The Inner Histery of the Grant Administration (New York,

8. BlBLlOGRAPHIéA! RZEERE%C%S (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Hunter Miller, ed. , Treaties and Other Internatimnal Acts of the United %batas Washington
De Co, 1948), vol. 8, 281553, This 18 & detaliMiand definitive Wistory of the I(‘ig War, ’
includes an 1860 map showing locsations of m:j.ce:a aad English Camps; Hubert Hower Baneroft,
History of British Columbila, 17921887, (Ssn Francisco, 1887) (wol. XXXIT of Works),

9, REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and sludiea as, NPS study, HABS, ete.)

conttd
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* 4 ]
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT

ATTACHED: \,‘Qﬁ no [

' »
14. NAME OF RECORDERRSignature) E'&L} &nﬁ 5 15. TMLF&I™A and Fark 16. DﬁE P35

*DRY M Mﬁ Tﬂ&‘smmw HEAVY PAPER. [DENTIFY BY VIEW AND Nm DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND Nmom
TTA

LOCATION OF NEGATI IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
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Washington Plg War Site
T. Importance and Description (cont'd):

Article Ome of the Oregon Treaty of June 15, 1846, provided that "From the goint on

the forty-ninth parallel north lstitude vhere the boundsary lald down in existing
treaties and conventions between the United Btates and Great Britain teminstes, the

line of boundary between the territories of the United States and those of Her Britemnic
Majesty shall be contimued westward along the sald fortye-ninth parallel of north latitude
to the middle of the Channel which separates the cant:!.ment from Vencouver's Island; and
thence southerly through the middle of sald Channel, and of Fuca's Straits to the Pacific
Ocean; provided, however, that the navigation of the whole of the sald channel and
Straits swt% of te forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, remain free andfpen to beth
Parties. « .

The difficulties that developed sl 8an Juen arose directly from the fact that the treaty
phraseolegy relating to the water boundary was not precise ox certain. Due to inade-
quate maps, the actual geography of the weters between the continent and Vancouver
Island was very imperfeetly known in Xondon and Washington in 1846. When actually
laying out the water boundary in 1856, it wes discovered to the Commissioners' surprise,
that south of the middle of the Streit of Georgla ley e swarm of small but strateglcally
located islands in the Bm Juen archipelago, and nol one,;but three charmels. Eech
nation pushed its interpretation of the treaty boundary clause to the limit, and the
Commissioners weve therefore unsble to resolve the question.

The islands hed been uninhabited in 1846, but in 1850 the Hudson's Bay Compeny estab-
lished a fishing station on 8an Jusn, the largest island in the group. The Company
followed up this step in December, 1853, by establishing a sheep farm with 1300 sheep,
under its egent Charles John Griffin, on San Juan. In Januery of 1853 an act of the
territorial legislature of Oregon included the San Juan archipelego in ita Islazxd
County. The legislature of the newly organised Territory of Weshingbon

this initial action by inecluding the islands in 1ts newly fgmé Whatcom emmty in
March, 1853. In 1854 end 1895, with varying degrees of success, the U.8. Collector of
Customs for the District of Pugel Sound and the Sheriff of Whatcom County endeavored
to assess the property of the Hudson's Bay Company on San Juan Island; the Company,
claiming British sovereignty over the islands, resisted these American efforts. In
1855 the two nations reached an understending whereby it was agreed that conflict
should be avoided on Ban Juan until boundary difficulties could be solved by diplomatic
neans .

Minor indidents, however, continued to occur, and by 1859 et least 25 American citizens
had settled om SBan Juan. The Hudson's Bay estsblishment there had also prospered, and
the Company had some 5,000 sheep and 20 employees living on the igland vhen matiers came
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Washington FPig War Site

7. Importance and Description (cont'd):
to & head,

On June 15, 1859, an Americen nemed Lyman A. Cutler, a settler on San Juan Island,

shot a pig (e black boar, to be precise) belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company that

had been rooting in his vegetable garden. Cutler at once told the agent of the Company
on the island, Charles J. Griffin, of the Incident end offered to pay for the pig.
Heated words, however, passed between the two men, and they differed widely on the
value of the pig.

Alexander Grant Davis, director of the Hudson's Bay (:em@any,f its chief representative

in the Northwest, and son~in-law of Governor James Douglas of British Columbia, arrived

at San Juan on the Company ship, Beaver. On the 16th Davis, Griffin and seversl other

men visited Cutler, and another heated discussion followed, during which Davis threatened

- to take legal proceedings against Cutler and to foreibly remove the American to Victoria
for trial.

Aroused by this threat, the American sebtlers on San Juan Island petitioned Brigadier-
General William 8. Harney, U.8,A., in command of the Department of Oregon, with head-
quarters at Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River, for protection agsinst the Northern
Indians and the oppressive interference of the authority of the Hudson's Bay Company.
The "Affalr of the Pig" thus rapidly elevated into an internstional incident. Harney
visited the island on s routine tour of inspection on July 9. BHere he received the
eettlers' petition and, on July 19, ordered Captain George F. Pickett's Company of the
Ninth Infentry, to the island.® Plckett's troops arrived at San Juan on July 26 and
landed the next day at Griffin's Bay, at the southern end.

On July 23, 1859, Governor Douglas eppointed John Fitzroy de Courey & "Justice of
the Peace and a Stipendiary Magistrate in and for the District of San Juan." This
latter gentleman was sent to the island on the British ship of war, Satellite, a
corvette, where he arrived en the evening of July 27, the same day that Pickett had
lended on the island. The plot now thickened.

The Satellite left at once Ffor Victoris with news of the American landing. British
navael forces, based at Esquimelt, on Vancouver Island, near Victoria, consisted of
five vessels, the Ganges, Tribune, Pylades,Satellite, end Plumper, with 167 guns and

3 This is the same Pickett who later atbained fame as a Confederate General atb
Gettysburg.
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1,9&@mn, commanded by Rear Admiral Rebert lambert Baynes. On the evening of July 29
he Tribune, under Captein Geoffery Fhipps Hormby, rushed by Governor Pouglas to Ban
Juan Go essert British sovereignty, ceme into the harbor. On July 30th Griffin re-
qunsted Pickett to witbdraw his troops from the island, and when the Americen officer
refused, Plckett was then ordered by Griffin to appear before the British magistrete.
On August 2, the Plumper, a surveying vecsel, of light armament, arrived at San Juan
with 46 Marines and 15 Royal Engineers, to be followed by the Satellite on the 3rd.

Pickett's compeny of 50 men and two howitzers were now faced by overwhelming British
naval forees, and it is probably that only Caeptain Hornby's refusal to cbey Governor
Douglas's orders to land marines and eject the Americans prevented the shedding of blood,
for in spite of the odds, Pickett appears to have been resdy to fight. Instead of ap-
Plying force, the three British ceptains offered Pickett a joint eccupation of the island
until the boundary question could be settled by higher euthority. Pickett referred the
offer to General Harney. On August 6 Lieutensnt Colenel Casey, at Fort Bteilacoon, was
ordared to reenforce San Juan Island, and by August 13 the Americens had five companies
of infantry, four of artillery, and a detachment of engineers, totalling 461, with eight
32«-pounders and alse sone howitzers mounted in the entrenched camp that is now knmown as
the "Americen Camp." An informal tmue prevailed until word could be received from
london snd Washington.

In Washington President Buchanan learned of the incident with &ismay. Iieutenant-General
Winfield Scott, commending general of the U. 8, Army end then Th yesrs old, was sent
post-haste to investigate the situation on the spot. Scott left New York on Septeumber

20, 1859, and arrived near Fort Vancouver on October 20. In accordance with the President
orders, 8Scott offered Governor Douglas a Joint limited military-navel occupation of the
islend until diplomatic discussion could decide the question of title to the islend. After
considersble negotiation, this proposal was accepted, end it was agreed thal one company
(100 men) of each nation would oeeupy the island. On November 7 work on the fortified
Americen Cemp was stopped and all but one company withdrswn. 8Scott left for the east

on November 11,

On March 21, 1860, under the terms of the agreement, ocne detachment of British Royal
Marines was laaé@é. from the Batellite at the z:erbh end of Ban Juan Island and took up
the position that i now known as the "English Camp." Scott's sgreement wes confirmed
by the British and American governments on August 17 and 18, 1860.

Frem 1860 to 1872 the two military forees, with a good degree of mabusl harmony, maine
tained lsw and order on the island. The troubles of the United States office® in command
during this pericd stemmed chiefly from the profitable business, conducted by American
settlers, of selling liquor to the Indians and soldiers.
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oundary dispute wvas included as a part of the Treaty of Washington, 1871,
and wes refem& by that agreement to the German Emperor for arbitraion. On October
21, 1872, Emperor Wilhelm I of Cermsny upheld the contention of the United fmtes re-
garding the Ban Juan Islands. The joint occupstion of the islands ended on Hovember 25,
1872, vhen the British withdrew their forces from the "English Cemp." The last American
troops withdrew from the “American Camp” on Sen Jusn Islend in July, 1874

Condition of the Site

The English Cemp is located on the north end of Ban Juan Island, immediately adjacent
to Gerrison Bay, and sbout ten miles north of the Americen Csmp. The chief physical
remains of the English Camp ere the English Blockhouse, a small log structure, with
overhanging upper story set disgonally across the lower room, and the two onee-story
freme barrack apd commissery buildings. The blockhouwse is still in good condition but
the other two structures are in poor condition. These thkeebulldings are situated on
the 160 acre farm owned by Mrs, Mery C. Davis. The State of Washington owns 22 scres
adjoining the Devis property.

The American cemp is loceted 10 miles to the south of the English Cemp, near the
southern end and wegt coasst of the island, end eboul three miles inland from Griffin Bay.
The fortifications of the American Cammp, but not the 0ld Cemetery site, are included
within the five ecres owned by the Btate of Washington.

 Bancroft describes these earthworks, which ere still in good condition, as follows:

"The earthworks extended on the west water-fromt 350 feet, on the south-east 100, on

the east 100, and on the north-east 150 feet, the north slde being left open, with the
garrison gmun& in its rear., The embenkment had a base of 25 feet, with a width at tap
of eight feet, Inside of the redoubt were five gun-plstforms of esrth, reaching to within
two feet af the level of the parapet, each 12 by 18 feet, two of them being at corners

of the : « The parapet was seven feet above the interiar, and the slope of the
iﬂtﬁﬁ.ﬂr 3.3 *he 15 feet; the exte: rter slope being 25 to k0 feet, with & ditch at the
bottom from 3 to five feet desp.”

Near this fortificetion once sta@é. 8 mﬁwr of houses used as quarters. One of these
fm buildings, bllieved to be an original, still stands and is now utilized as a farme
house. ‘The site of the Fnglish Camp and the broader historicsl sceme at both locations
are not being threatened by proposed subdivisions. :

h
Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of British Columbia {Ban Francisco, 188T) 6234-625, foot-
note 29,
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