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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C,S, Norton Mansion, completed in 1897 is built of royal blue Bedford
Limestone. It is a cubical structure with a hip roof with gabled dormers to the
rear and a shed roofed dormer pierced by a decorated chimney on the front

facade. On the right front corner a cylindrical tower rises the full two stories
and is topped by a conical roof with a small finial. A one story portico over
the main entry extends from the central chimney around the corner. This pre-
dominate feature has rounded corners and is supported by paired Ionic columns.

The left side of the house has apprte cochere and the right an two 1/2 story
extension with a porch on the second floor. There has been a non-conforming
porch added to the rear of the building recently.

.. RoCK FocED
The entire building is constructed of royal blue Bedford Limestone laid in
alternated wide and narrow courses and rustieated with the exception of a band
around the tower. Ionic pilasters appear on the facade corners and below the
smooth stne band in the tower. The windows are one over one sash type with
curved glass to match the curve of the tower. In general there is a minimum
of fenestration and windows do not form a dominant factor in the building.

Because this structure was used as a school administration building for some
years the interior has undergone some changes but a majority of the original
fabric is extant. The building is in generally sound condition but does
need some maintenance,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The C.S. Norton Mansion was built during the years of prosperity in the Indiana
Limestone Industry. The builder, Clint Norton, was having years of financial reward
with his Royal Blue Quarry, located at the west end of what is now known as Norton
Lane.

His "Royal Blue" stone was so much in demand through the country, a couple of Nortons'
jobs of prized Blue Stone were the front of the New York Commercial Office and part
of the St. Louis Depot. The Norton Mansion was also built with the Royal Blue Stone.

Clint and Kate Norton, werking with architects, designed their new home. Many of the
large stones were cut at the building site and then 1ifted into place. The elegant
carvings in the front of the house, and in the main fireplace, were probably done at
the mi1l, then brought to the house with horse drawn wagons.

The year 1913 brought a drastic slowdown to the Limestone industry and the Nortens .
were forced to sell their home. It was purchased by the Bedford Stone Club for
$15,800.00. The Stone Club used the mansion to entertain wealthy out of towners
involved with the Indiana Limestone Industry.

In 1928 the building was purchased by the Bedford City Schools and has been used as
an administrative office since that time.

As a sophisticated 1imestone building using the best stone and workmanship it is a
symbol of an industry so important in Bedford. It is also significant as a statement
of what a prosperous leader in the stone industry considered ideal.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Norton, C. S., Mansion
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: INDIANA, Lawrence

DATE RECEIVED: 3/04/14 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 4/20/14
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 76000026

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM. /CRIEERALA i
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE DATE q ”'& ( . /Ll)( ﬂ

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



Michael R. Pence, Governor
Cameron F Clark, Director

D N R Indiana Department of Natural Resources

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Division of Historic Preservation & Archasology«402 W. Washington Slresl, W274eIndianapolis, IN 46204-2739 AR

Phane 317-232-1646«Fax 317-232-0693«dhpa@dnr.IN.govewww. IN gov/dnrihistoric

February 24, 2014 RECEIVED 2280

Carol D. Shull

Interim Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service 2280

National Register of Historic Places
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20005

HISTORIC PLAC,
RK SERVICE -

ATIONAL P4

16 200026

Re: Additional documentation, C. S, Norton Mansion, Lawrence éounty, Indiana
Dear Ms. Shull,

Enclosed is additional documentation for the C.S. Norton Mansion in Bedford, Lawrence County,
Indiana. The house was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on June 22, 1976.

The nomination states that “Clint and Kate Norton, working with architects, designed their new
home,” which is likely not inaccurate. However, researchers in New Albany and Bedford, Indiana
have uncovered new evidence that Milton C. Pritchett was the architect of the Norton Mansion.

In light of the new information, please change the name in the builder/architect blank to read
“Pritchett, Milton C.” Also please add the following entry to the bibliography:

“Architect of Bedford Buildings Succumbs to Heart Attack,” Bedford Daily Mail, January 23, 1939,
unknown page number. There are no further changes to the nomination, and the property remains
much as it was when listed.

Please address any questions you or your staff may have about this nomination to my Natlonal Register
staff, Paul Diebold, Frank Hurdis, or Holly Tate.

MitcheH K. Zoll Z%

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Sincerely,

PCD:PCD:pcd

enclosure: email exchanges with Greg Sekula; obituary of Milton C. Pritchett.

The DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural, WWW.DNR.lN.gOV
cultural and recreational resources for the benelit of Indiana’s citizens An Equal Opportunity Employer
through professional leadership, management and education.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE INDIANA

9 v 107R
Date Entered J“N w #1500
Name Location

C. S8, Nortom Mansion Bedford

Also Notified

Hon. Birch Bayh State Historic rvation Officer
Hon. Philip H. Hart .. Mz, Joseph D.
Director, Department of Natural Resources
cc: Regional Director, 608 State Office Building
Midwest Region , Indianaspolis, Indiana 46204

(BRiMMott : cam:6/24/76

INT: 208075
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

JOSEPH D. CLOUD
DIRECTOR

STATE = I_l_x_zplAN

March 22, 1976

Dr, William J, Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D, C, 20240

Dear: Dr, Murtagh:

As the State Historic Preservation Officer for Indiana I am pleased
to send you herewith the nomination forms for:

C, S, Norton Mansion (Lawrence County)
1415 15th Street
Bedford, Indiana

This nomination has been carefully discussed and reviewed at several
meetings of the Indiana Professional State Consulting Committee and it is
unanimously recommended,

JDC:mfs

“EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER” JUN 2 2 1976
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Diebold, Paul

From: Greg Sekula [GSekula@indianalandmarks.org]

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 11:18 AM

To: Hurdis, Frank; Diebold, Paul

Subject: Indiana Architect Milton C. Pritchett

Attachments: Pritchett 1309 - 1313 Ridgeway Avenue - cropped.jpg; Pritchett 1322 Ridgeway Avenue,

drawing 1892.jpg; Pritchett obituary.jpg

Good morning Frank and Paul:

| was wondering if either of you were familiar with an architect named Milton C. Pritchett who resided in New Albany
and had an architectural practice in Bedford. Time frame would have been the late 1880s through 1920s. What started
this interest was a series of original photographs that surfaced around Christmas on E-Bay and at a local antiques shop
of some furniture and other artwork that Pritchett and his wife Mary created and were displayed at the Southern
Exposition in Louisville in 1883. Pritchett lived and designed his residence in the Silver Hills Section of New Albany and
supposedly also designed several other early residences on Ridgeway Ave — all in a Queen Anne style with some Shingle
influences. David Barksdale, Floyd County historian, and | have subsequently been attempting to research his works and
with the help of Joyce Shepherd at the Lawrence County Museum, have been locating some of his known work. We also
have knowledge of a now lost house in Bloomington and an extant house in Greencastle that have a likely Pritchett
connection.

| attempted to search his name in the SHAARD database, but did not find anything. Curious if this name is one you may
have come across. Will forward some other interesting materials we are discovering. Below is an image of one of the
pieces of furniture Pritchett is known to have designed. It, along with a communion table, is found in its original setting
in present day St. John Presbyterian Church in New Albany.
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