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Common-

Field Recorder____ 
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Address________

Sylvester Park
Shanna Stevenson/Tom Costantini
State of Washington
General Administration Building
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Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
111 West 21st Avenue, KL-11 
Olympia, WA 98504 (206)753-4011 

LOCATION SECTION

Address Bounded by 7th. Legion. Capitol Way & S. Washington 
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Ta*Nn /Parfielhln 785Q16QOQOO___________ Acreage_1^2_____. _

City/State/Zip r.nrie Olympia. WA 98504

Status

Survey /Inventory 
National Register 
State Register 
Determined Eligible 
Determined Not Eligible 
Other (HABS, HAER, NHL) 
Local Designation

Quadrangle or map name 

UTM References Zone_ 

Plat/Block/Lot

Timrwa.1-.er scale: 1;24.000
_ Easting 5Q764Q ____
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography Neg. No.

(Roll No. & Frame No.)
View of from northwest
r>a te 10/16/85_____

Supplemental Map(s)

Classification D District S Site D Building
District Status QNR G SR DLR
Contributing D Non-Contributing G

Dovmtown Olympia

D Structure D Object Number
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DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Materials & Features/ Structural Types

Building Type Park
Plan Rectangular
Structural System H/3

Kin nf Stories n/3

Cladding (Exterior Wall Surfaces) n / a

DLog 
D Horizontal Wood Siding 

D Rustic /Drop 
G Clapboard 

D Wood Shingle 
D Board and Batten 
D Vertical Board 
D Asbestos /Asphalt 
D Brick 
D Stone 
D Stucco 
D Terra Cotta 
D Concrete /Concrete Block 
D Vinyl /Aluminum Siding 
D Metal (specify)
PI Other (specify)

Roof Type n/a 

LI Gable D Hip 
C"] Flat D Pyramidal
Q Monitor D Other (specify) nnnr
[ j fiamhml

- ——— ; —— D Shed

Roof Material n/a 

D Wood Shingle 
D Wood Shake 
1LJ Composition 
D Slate 
D Tar/Built-Up 
D Tile 
f 1 Metal (specify)
[ 1 Other (specify)

D Not visible

Foundation n/a 

Q Log Concrete 
D Post & Pier D Block 
D Stone D Poured 
D Brick C] Other (specify)
I.J Not visible

of contributing resources: 1 5ite f including historic landscaping
elements, historic park furniture (i.e. 
commemorative benches), and historic 
small scale markers.

. . 1 object: Statue of Governor Rogers 

noncontributing resources: 1 structure (nonhistoric bandstand)

Park also includes miscellany of nonhis 
toric park furniture and lighting.

High Styles / Forms (check one or more of the following) n/ a

(Include detailed description in 
Integrity Description of Physical Appearance)

Changes to plan..........................
Changes to windows......................
Changes to original cladding ...............
Changes to interior.......................
Other (specify) —————————————————

Intact Slight Moderate

G 
G 
G
n

n
G 
G

Extensive

LI
n
n

Q Greek Revival
D Gothic Revival
n Italianate
D Second Empire
G Romanesque Revival
D Stick Style
G Queen Anne
G Shingle Style
L.I Colonial Revival
G Beaux Arts/Neoclassical
G Chicago /Commercial Style
n American Foursquare
G Mission Revival

G Spanish Colonial Revival/Mediterranean
Q Tudor Revival
G Craftsman/Arts & Crafts
G Bungalow
Q Prairie Style
Q Art Deco/Art Moderne
Q Rustic Style
G International Style
G Northwest Style
O Commercial Vernacular
G Residential Vernacular (see below)
G Other (specify)

DCD 10/86 -1209-

Vernacular House Types 

G Gable front 
G Gable front and wing 
Ll Side gable

n/a
G Cross gable
Q Pyramidal/Hipped
r-1 Other (specify)
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NARRATIVE SECTION

Study Unit Themes (check one or more of the following)

D Agriculture
H Architecture / Landscape Architecture

D Arts

D Commerce

D Communications

Ixl Community Planning / Development

D Conservation

D Education

H Entertainment/Recreation

Q Ethnic Heritage (specify) _

D Health/Medicine

D Manufacturing/Industry

D Military

Statement of Significance landscaped 
Date of r.™«trnrtinn 1850 1893_____

(x) Politics/Government/Law

D Religion

D Science & Engineering

D Social Movements/Organizations

D Transportation

D Other (specify)___________

D Study Unit Sub-Theme(s) (specify).

Architect /Engineer/ R.iiMor Unknown

HO In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places 

D In the opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and / or local).

Level of significance: state 
Period of Significance: 1850 - 1937

Sylvester Eark, the town stjuare of plympia, is a historically significant landscape closely associated with the civic life of the city fron its 
earliest years. The square was included in the original plat of the city .in 1850 and donated try the town's founder, Edmund Sylvester. Since then, the 
square has been the focal point of development in downtown and has served for generations as a public meeting place, a park, and a backdrop for the signif­ 
icant events of connunity life. Despite seme changes in park amenities over the years, the square has retained its original location, its size am its 
configuration since the city was platted and includes plantings and markers from the historic period.

The QLympia town square began as Block 16 on Edmund Sylvester's 1850 plat of Olympia and has bebeen retained by the conmunity as a public square since
then. The souare became the hub of Clynipia as the town grew up around it but its inception reflected Sylvester's own NEW England background. Sylvester 
had cone to the Oregon Territory in 1843 via Gape Horn frcm his native Maine. He first settled on Chamber's Prairie east of Olympia. Sylvester's partner'under Oregon law, Levi Lathrop Smith, built a small cabin near Budd Inlet and named the settlement Smithfield. However, Smith was in ill health and 
in 1848 and Silvester inherited the townsite upon his death. Sylvester, who had followed the gold rush to California in 1849, returned in 1850. Ai Oregon 
surveyor laid out the town for Sylvester that year and Sylvester donated land for the Masonic Hall, schools, and capital grounds as well as the town 
square.

The square was much like a NEW England town cannons during its early years and even served as a grazing spot for livestock. During the Indian wars of 
1856, a wooden blockhouse large enough to house the entice village was tJuilt on the square. The structure was later used as a jail before it was disman­ 
tled. In 1861, when the location of the Thurston County seat was being contested, the people of Olympia donated the square as a site for a courthouse to

Description of Physical Appearance

Sylvester Park occupies a full, square city block in the center of downtown Olympia, measuring about 230 feet on all four sides and ringed by several 
of Olympia's historic buildings. The park features fall maple and beech shade trees (many dating frcm the late 19th and early 20th centuries) as ^11 as
cedar trees, low bushes, and hedges planted on the perimeter. The grassy square features well-kept lawns, diagonal paths (covered with concrete in the 
1970 's), several historic markers and memorials frcm the period of significance, and a noncontributing 1976 gazebo on the site of the 19th century origi­ 
nal. The square is surrounded on its perimeter by concrete sidewalks and bordered by the streets of Capitol Way (on the west). Legion Way (north), Wash­ 
ington Street (east) , and Seventh Avenue (south) .

The park is the historic town square of Olympia (all of Block 16) and retains today the shape and size of the square as platted by town founder Edmund 
Sylvester in 1850. Many of the trees date frcm the late 19th and early 20th centuries when the park was first landscaped, and many of the markers and 
memorials date frcm the early 20th century when the park served as the front yard of the state capitol. Beside the trees, historic anpm'ties in the park 
include a granite statue of Governor John Rogers at the east central side of the park, erected through the efforts of the state's school children in 1905. 
Rpgers was instrumental in enacting the TBarefoot Schoolboy Law" which equalized funding for public education. Other markers in tie park include the
sandstone boulder with bronze plaque installed by the Daughters of the Anerican Revolution in 1913 in the northwest corner of the park to conmemorate the 
"End of the Oregon Trail;" the woolen's Christian "Temperance Union marble fountains at the center of the park, installed in 1914, one of which is dedicated 
to Buna Page; a sandstone bench made by tie Disabled Anerican Veterans after World War I; and a marble marker connemorating Edmund Sylvester as the founder 
of Olympia near the center of the park. Near Capital Way on the west side is a small oval bronze marker installed by the City of OLympia in recent years 
designating the patk a city landmark.
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Site No.: _ 
Sit* N«m«:

34-721

Historic 
Common

Town Square
Sylvester Park

Stata of Washington
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
111 W. 21st Ava. KL-11
Olympia, WA 98504
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Date: 10/16/85

Statement of Significance: (continued)
counter a similar offer of land and lunber by Crater. An e^tix* settled the matte*, but tte title to the land was given to the county under the

sas
of town planning transplanted to the Puget Sound regixxi «fcLch has survived. 

Description; (continued)

convey its historic associations.


