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Status Supplemental Map(s)

X survey/inventory PHOTOGRAPHY

[J National Register Photography Neg. No.___26=35A

Ll State Ragister (Roli No. & Frame No.) :
[J Determined Eligible , from northwest

[J Determined Not Eligible View of

(] Other (HABS, HAER, NHL) Date __10/16/85

[J Local Designation

Classification [ District [X Site []Building [ Structure [_] Object Number of contributing resources:
DistrictStatus [ JNR  [JSR [JLR  [JiNv ‘

Contributing [_]
District/ Thematic Nomination Name

Non-Contributing [ ]

Downtown Olympia ‘}MRA

DESCRIPTION SECTION

Roof Type n/ a

Materials & Features/Structural Types []Gavle L[] Hip

Building Type Park (] Flat [ Pyramidal

Plan Rectangular E%g;xi; [J other (specity) noncontributing resources:
Structural System_11/ 3 [] Shed

No. of Stories n/a

Cladding (Exterior Wall Surfaces) n/ a

O Log
[ Horizontal Wood Siding

Roof Materiai n/ a
@ Wood Shingle
) wood Shake

[_] composition

{1 Rustic/Drop D Slate
[1 Ciapboard {1 Tar/Built-Up
[0 wood Shingle [l Tite

[TJ Board and Batten
Vertical Board

[[] Metal (specify)

(] Other (specify) {1 Greek Revival

1 site, including historic landscaping
elements, historic park furniture (i.e.
commemorative benches), and historic
small scale markers.

1 object; Statue of Governor Rogers
1 structure (nonhistoric bandstand)

Park also includes miscellany of nonhis
toric park furniture and lighting.

High Styles/Forms (check one or more of the following) n/a

O Spanish Colonial Revival/Mediterranean
(] Tudor Revival
[ craftsman/ Arts & Crafts
Bungalow
[ Prairie Styte
0 art Deco/Art Moderne
(] Rustic Style
{7 international Style
(] Northwest Style
[J commercial Vernacular
L] Residential Vernacutar (see below)
[J other (specify)

(] cross gable LAV
(] Pyramidal/Hipped [

C] Asbestos/Asphait -
{J Brick LT Not visible [J Gothic Revival
[ stone Foundation n/a [] ttatianate .
[] stucco 0 c (] second Empire
[ Terra Cotta Log . Ecjmcrete Romanesque Revival
] Concrete/Concrete Block L Post & Pier Block ['] stick Style
] vinyl/ Aluminum Siding {1 stone [Tproured ] Queen Anne
[ Metal (specify) (] Brick (-] other (specity) L7 Shingle Style
[ Other (specify) [J Not visible D Colonial Revival
[] Beaux Arts/Neoclassical
A (Include detailed descriptionin ! Chicago/Com ial Styl
int t . . . g mefrcial yie
ntegrity Description of Physical Appearance) intact Slight Moderate Extensive r ] American Foursquare
Changestoplan. . ...........cooveeeeneei .. [ [ Xl L] L] Mission Revival
Changes towindows . ... ........oveueeunnn.. [ ] ] [
Changes to original cladding .. ............... ] [ [_.]‘ (] Vernacular House Types n/a
Changes tointerion . .. ...................... [ L] B [ [ Gable front
Other (specify) [ [ ] [ [} Gabte front and wing
DCD 10/86  -1209- wEES~3 [.] side gable

[ Other (specify)




NARRATIVE SECTION

Study Unit Themes (check one or more of the following)

O Agriculture 0 conservation &  Politics/Government/Law
X Architecture/Landscape Architecture ]  Education O Religion
[ Ans [X Entertainment/Recreation [0 science & Engineering
[0 commerce [3 Ethnic Heritage (specify) [J social Movements/Organizations
[J communications O Heaith/Medicine [ Transportation
X Community Pianning/Development [ Manutacturing/Industry J other (specify)
O wilitary [0  study Unit Sub-Theme(s) (specify)
Statement of Significance landscaped : .
Date of Construction 1850 1893 Architect/Engineer/Builder__Unknown Level of significance: state
X In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places Period of Significance: 1850 - 1937

O inthe opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local).

Sylvester Park, the town square of Olympia, is a historically significant landscape closely associated with the civic life of the city fram its
earliest years. The square was included in original plat of the city .in 1850 and donated the tom's founder, Edmmd Sylvester. Since then, the
square has been the focal point of development in downtown and has served for generations as a licneet:i.ng.place,apaﬂc,andabackdmpforthe;':?ﬁ—
icant events of camumity life. Despite scme in park amenities over the years, the square has retained its original location, its size its
confi tion since the city was platted and incls plentings and markers from the historic period. ,

OlympiatmnsquarebeganasBlock16mEdmmdSylvester's1850platof01ynq)iaandhasbeenreta:inedb’ytl'xecmmmi as a public square since
then., The became the hub of Olympia as the town grew up around it but its inception reflected Sylvester's cwn New round. Sylvester
had come to Oregon Territory in 1843 via Cape Horn fram his native Maine. He first settled on Chamber's Prairie east of Olympia. iy&vester'sparmer
under Oregon law, Levi Lathrop Smith, built a small cabin near Budd Inlet and named the settlement Smithfield. However, Suith was in i1l health and died
in 1848 and Sylvester inherited the townsite upon his death. Sylvester, who had followed the gold rush to California in 1849, returned in 1850. An Oregon

surveyor laid out the town for Sylvester that year and Sylvester donated land for the Masonic Hall, schools, and capital grounds as well as the town
square,

The was much like a New town cammons ing its earl; and even served as a i for livestock. ing the Indian wars of
1856, amodmsmblmklmse large eawghmgtl:gmhamethemtue‘ i wasmmsquare. 'Dxestn%crazmgunew;‘goi:ater used as aja%ﬁ‘éfo:e it was disman-

tled. In 1861, when the location of the Thurston County seat was being contested, the people of Olympia donated the square as a site for a courthouse to

Description of Physical Appearance

Sylvester Park occupies a full, square city block in the center of downtown Olympia, measuring about 230 feet on all four sides and ringed by seversl
of Olympia's historic buildings. The park features tall maple and beech shade trees (meny dating from the late 19th and early 20th centuries) as well as
cedar trees, low bushes, and anglmtedcnthepeﬁmeter. The square features well-kept lawns, diagonal paths (covered with concrete in the
1970's), several historic markers memorials fram the period of significance, and a noncontributing 1976 ebo on the site of the 19th cen origi-
nal. The square is surrounded on its perimeter by concrete sidewalks and bordered by the streets of Capitol (on the west), Legion Way (north), Wash-
ington Street (east), and Seventh Avenue (south).

The park is the historic town square of Olympia (all of Block 16) and retains today the shape and size of the square as platted by town founder Edmmd
Sylvester in 1850. anyofthetneesdatefmﬂelatethhaﬂearlyZOthcenﬁmesw}mﬂ'epaﬂcwasfimtlmﬂsape{andmanyofthemaxkersand
memorials date fram the early 20th century when the park served as the front yard of the state capitol. Beside the trees, historic amenities in the
include a granite statue of Govemor John Rogers at the east central side of the » erected through the efforts of the state's school children in 1905.
Rogers was instrumental in enacting the "Barefoot Schoolboy Law" which i fund:i.ngforF.lblicedmatim. Other markers in the park include the
sandstone boulder with branze plaque installed the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1913 in the nortlwest comer of the park to cammemorate the
"End of the Oregon Trail;" the elmen's Christian e Union marble fountains at the center of the park, installed in 1914, one of which is dedicated
to Fima Page; a sandstone bench made by the Disabled American Veterans after World War I; end a marble marker camemorating Edmund Sylvester as the founder
of Olympia near the center of the park. Near Capital Way on the west side is a small oval bronze marker installed by the City of Olympia in recent years
designating the park a city landmark.

Major Bibiiographic References
Stevenson, Shamma, Olympiana, Historical Vignettes of Olympia, State Capital Museum, 1982.
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Statement of Significance: (continued)

cmmteraginﬁ.larofferoflmdatdlmberby'l\mvater. Mngctimseuledtlemtter,hrtthetitletothelatxiwasgivmtot}ecamtyurﬂerthe
corxiitionltxma:inapaﬂx,sonocanthwsewaseverbtﬁltandm1870thetmn the square back.

Later, a Victorian courthouse was constructed across the street in the early and the , officially named Sylvester Park in 1893, served as
the foregrouds for the mommental building. To camplement its role as a square, park was fommally landscaped in 1893 with a Victorian
gazebo and fish pond (neither of which remained ) and the entire gcwasmcml ed with a decorative wrought iron fence. Thergkalsofeaturedcmshed
clamshell walkways at the tum of the century. The park became setting for civic celebrations and ing. Some of Victorian character did
mtsurviveintactpastthel%Os;thebarxistaniwastomdownin1928ardthefishpmdwasfilledin er World War II. .

’]}:rw%t::’dtits history, the square has been the site of magecityg,a i including Fourth of July celebrations, May festivals, Memorial
services, concerts, and dances. Between 1901 and 1927 when state capital was across Washington Street in the old courthouse, the
evolved fram a courthouse square to a capitol square. Deeded intact to the state in 1901, the was asCapltalPlazaaxﬂmanyugﬁzitanas'
hmluﬁ:&WﬂhmJarﬁ:gqum.TeddyMowvﬂt,WJﬁmMaﬁTaft,aﬂFmﬂinmdtw as governors and legislators spake to in the
gaxk. the years as a state capitol park as well as town square, several mumtswereerectedwlncﬁ' stand today, including the tribute to Governor
ohn Rogers, memorials to war veterans, and commemorations of local heroes including Bma Page, Edmund Sylvester, and the pioneers of the Oregon Trail.
After statecapitolwasmwedtotheswthinthelatelQZOS.thepadcwasrenamedSylvesterPaﬂcinhmorofthecity'sfmnxieratxithedmorofthe

ﬁecgaﬂ(waswﬁiciags.galtemdammberoftimsafter%ﬂdmrﬂ. In later years the park was a miniature course and headquarters for the
Olympia City Centermisl in 1 when a log cabin was built there, The park was also the site of a gala Bicentennial ourth of July for the city in 1976.

The gazebo now in the park was a gift to the city for the 1976 Bicentennial. The park was recentl recognized as a locally important historic site by the
Oll;esp. %ﬁabmrmpmﬁgtﬁ ret;:med idmyarﬂ i onf: f emdby
ite alterations amenities t years, its ti original configuration as a town square meeting

F%acea:ﬂmtainslardscapingmﬂmﬁalsfranttehistoﬁcpeﬁod. Inaddition,mchoﬁth?vegetatlm.plants.andtreesaxeoriginalplant' .
reover, the park's continual relationship to the c:.%cand state as afpxt:;lic gathering point and its reflection of the original plan of the city

igh the evolving park structures which have been p. ed and removed the park over the years.

Because of the park's direct lirk with the founding of OL ia, one of the state's earliest and most i rtant settlements, and because of its close
association with the state capitol between 1901 and 1928, the has statewide significance. It is cne of few examples of the New England tradition
of town planning transplanted to the Puget Sound region which survived.

Description: (continued)

The park has evolved in overtheyearswithcmcretemthepatl-mys(saneofwhichfollmhistoric ths), same new park furniture (in-
cluding wooden benches and me i standards) “and the gazebo. 'Ihegazebois.inthesa.rt}westsec;imofﬂx:lﬁaarﬁiscmstnxztedmanoctagmal
concrete pad, and is constructed of a wooden platfom with wood balustrade and circular hi roof with cedar . But the park retains its original

function as a town square and includes sufficient plant and camemorative materials from historic period, as well as the original shape and size, to
convey its historic associations.
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