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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known.) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Waldoboro Public Library is a well-preserved jgxample of a small 
mid-nineteenth century Custom House by Ammi B. Yoyng, supervising 
architect of the U. S. Treasury Department erected between 1855 and 1857. 
The building is Italiaffate in style. The structure is rectangular and 
has a granite foundation, two stories of brick, and a hipped roof. The 
facade is the most ornamental part of the building. A flight of granite 
stairs leads to three arched doorways on the first story. Above these 
entrances is an intricately designed cast iron balcony supported by four 
decorative cast iron brackets. On- either side of the balcony is a pro 
jecting horizontal brick stringcourse. The middle section of the string 
course is a dentil molding executed in brick. Directly above the balcony 
and in line with the three first story entrances are three arched windows 
with six-over-six sash and a bracket below either end of the sill. 
Attached to the balcony in front of the middle second story window is a 
flag pole. Across the top of the facade runs a projecting brick cornice 
with a simple brick dentil molding below and a more elaborate one above.

Each side of the Waldoboro Public Library has three arched windows 
on the first story and two on the second. Like the second story facade 
windows, these have six-over-six sash and a bracket below either end of 
the sill. The first and second story sides are divided by the continua 
tion of the projecting brick stringcourse which begins at either side of 
the facade balcony. The projecting brick cornice of the front is also 
continued to the sides. The building is surrounded by a small lawn which 
has a mid-nineteenth century cast iron fence with a granite base.

The Waldoboro Public Library was part of a series of custom houfces 
which Ammi B. Young designed during his tenure as supervising architect 
of the U. S.' Treasury Department between 1852 and 1862. Young's aim was 
to create durable and fireproof structures which would express the dignity 
of their governmental functions. For this tie usually chose stone, brick, 
and cast iron executed in the Italianate style. The Waldoboro Public 
Library is among the smallest of Young's works during this period and 
reflects the results of his good design on a modified scale.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This fine building, situated in the heart of Waldoboro village, 
was at one time the hub of all commercial activity in the Customs 
District of Waldoboro.

The town of Waldoboro, situated at the head of Muscongus Bay, 
was the trade center for the Lincoln and Knox County area and all of 
the towns drained by the Medomak River. It was one of the important 
shipping and shipbuilding ports of 19th century Maine.

The District of Waldoboro was created by an act of 1799 with 
Waldoboro as the headquarters port. Waterman Thomas became the first 
inspector of revenue. The original customs building was of wood and 
was destroyed by fire in 1854. In 1855, the government;purchased; a : , t 
lot of land 70' x 107' on the corner of Main and Middle Streets for 
the sum of $2,000. Plans were furnished by Ammi B. Yourig, supervising 
architect of the U. S. Treasury Department. Cost of the construction 
was $22,424.68 and the building was completed and ready for occupa 
tion in 1857. It was a combined Post Office and Custom House. The 
Post Office occupied the ffirst floor.

On July 15, 1913, the District of Waldoboro was abolished. The 
building has since that time been used as a public library. A new 
post office was built shortly after 1913.

The custom houses of Maine reflect a great part of the history of 
Maine. In many cases they are all that is left to remind us of the 
maritime heritage of this state. The fact that this custom house, 
like so many of th&^ others, has survived is that it has found an 
excellent adaptjtfe use. As a library, the building not only survives, 
but continues to serve the people of the Waldoboro area as it has 
always done. A building such as this certainly deserves recognition.
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