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The Holden Center District i slocated onboth sides of Main Street at theintersec-
tion of Routes 122A and 31. Situated onahill, i ti sconposed of 11structures, a
common and aburial ground. Architecturally, thestyles of thedistrict range from

| ate Ceorgian toRichardsonian Romanesque. Thesingle nost represented style, however,
is Geek Revival. Thedistrict i sgenerously shaded by amultitude of oak, maples

and sycanores. ,

At thesoutheast corner of thedistrict i stheDanon Menorial Building (1), constructed
in 1887. | tistwstories high anditsload bearing walls areconstructed of a

locally quarried brown stone i nrandomashlar. Theasymetrical facade i s defined

by a central round arched entry and bal anced by a square 64' high bell/clock tower

which has a hip roof ontheeast and a projectingbay with gable totheleft. The

west elevation i sdominated by alarge bow |t sRichardsonian Romanesque stylei s
evidenced by t heuse of polychromatic stone and as3nnnetrical massing. | ti s further
stated i nthesparing use of a sinple Romanesque order throughout.

The First Congregational Church (2) i sdirectly west of theDanmon Menorial Building
and sited at thecorner of Highland and Main Streets. Originally built i n1789 on

an acre of land donated to thetow by John Hancock for that purpose, thechurchwas
noved across thestreet toits present site i n1827. Thechurch i sa sinple rectangu-
lar auditorium Thegable of theridge roof faces Main Street. Fenestrationi s of
varied styles andirregularly spaced. Theentrance i senclosed i na gabled wing that
projects fromthe facade. The double entrance doors areframed by a Georgian architrave
with a broken triangular pediment and partially engaged urnornanent. Enclosing this
is alarge pediment. Thegable of theentrance projection has a sinple corniceand

fan w ndow. The base of thespire begins at thejunction of theauditoriumandthe
entrance projection. At thefour corners of this base are octagonal pinnacles.

The second stage of thetower i sanoctagonal bell housing with round arched |ouvered
openings i nthefour major sides. This stage i stopped by theoctagonal spire.

To the west of thechurch i stheHolden Town Hall (5). | twashbuilt i n1836 and
designed by MartinHarrington. | tistw and ahalf stories high. Thegable end of
the ridge roof faces Main Street and forms thepediment of thefree-standingDoric
portico. | nthepedinent are doubled windows with a balcony. Thesecond floor of the
building i sknown as Menorial Hall, dedicated tolocal soldiers whodied i ntheCivil War.

The Holden Trowel Club (6)i ssited near thecorner of Main and Maple Streets, just
west of theTown Hall. | twasbuilt i n1797 by Squire Lenuel Davis. This four-square,
three story Federal ®is constructed of brick and has a hipped roof topped by a cupola.
Fenestration i s2/2"at thefirst floor, 6/6 at the second, and 6/3 at thethird. Al |
are capped by ajack arch lintel. Thesinmple cornice i ssupported by aband of modil -
lions. Thefacade i sfive bays wide. Thecenter entrance i sframed by side lights
and a fanlight. Avrear kitchen ell and thefront shed roof porch were added at a
later date.
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1, Danon Menorial Building (1887) Town of Hol den
25 Highland Street Town Hall, Hol den, MA 01520
First Congregational Church (1789) First Congregational Church
1180 Main Street 1180 Main Street, Hol den, M\ 01520
3. A dBu2rying G ound Town of Hol den
Main Street
4. Hancock Gonmon Town of Hol den
1196 Main Street
5. Hol den Town Hall (1836) / Town Hall/"'
1196 Main Street
Hol den Trowel Club (1797),/ Hol den Trowel Cl ub /
1204 Main Street 1204 Main Street, Hol den, MA 01520
First Baptist Church (1835) ~ First Baptist Church /
1216 Main Street 1216 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
8. Baptist Parsonage (1848) - First Baptist Church
1216 Main Street
9. The CGeneral Store (1840's) Albert &Henry Zottoli /
1207 Main Street 26 Resevoir Street, Holden, MA 01520
10. O d Post Office (1880) Al bert & Henry Zottoli
1213 Main Street
11. The Red House (cl750) Thonas MGann

75 Princeton Street, Jefferson, M\ 01522
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Across Maple Street i stheFirst Baptist Church (7) and Parsonage (8). This large
two story structure was built i n1835. The auditoriumis four bays deep. The
gable of theridge roof faces Main Street. An entrance porch projects fromthe
facade. The entrance i sa single story, monunental i nscale, with a Doric order
tenple facade. At thecorners arepilasters, and theinset center entry i s franed
by two colums. Atop theroof of theauditoriumi sa three stage tower and spire.
The first stage i sa sinmple clapboarded base with a balustrade. The second stage
has segnental arched, louvered openings on all four sides; above these openings
are clock faces. There arealso pilasters at thecorners. The last stagei s

an octagonal spire topped by a weathervane. The Parsonage was built in'" 1848.

The facade of this sinple 2%story Geek Revival house i sthree bays wide. The
side elevations arefour bays deep, and totherear i sa 1%story ell. The

wal s aresheathed i nclapboard and have open pilasters at thecorners. Fenes-
tration i ssix over six throughout and capped by a triangular molding at the
first floor. A shed roof porch covers thefirst floor of thefacade. The

Par sonage was covered with alumnumsiding i n 1975.

Across Main Street fromtheParsonage i stheRed House (11) . | twas built about
170 as a farm The two story salthox i sthree bays deep. The facade i s eight
bays wi de and has entrances i nthethird and sixth bays. The houseis sheathed
in clapboards with sinple corner boards. Fenestrationi s2/2 and capped by a
projecting flat pediment. The two entrance doors are Queen Anne style.

The O dPost Office (10) i sa simple single story ridge roofed structure built
in 1880. The gable faces Main Street and frames theplain storefront of center
entry and large plate glass windows. Above theentrance i sa projecting gable roof,

The General Store (9) was built i nthe 1840's by Sanuel W Armngton. [ tis2h
stories and has a ridge roof; thegable i sparallel tothestreet. The facadei s
three bays wide. The building i ssheathed i nclapboard; thegable pedinent of
the facade i smatched board. Fenestrationi s6/6. The glass and al um num store-
front i stheonly incompatibleelement i nthe district.

The O dBurying Gound (3)i stheoriginal burying ground of thetow and the
original site of theFirst Congregational Church.
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The Hol den Center Historic District i ssignificant as thetraditional center of
the community and for its associations with people and events important to the
history of Holden. The district i s significant forits architectural cohesive-
ness as well.

The Hol den Town CGormon (4) i sa small greensward imediately i nfront of the Town
Hal | and First Congregational Church. 1t was a gift totheTow i n1789by
Governor John Hancock.

The Danon Menorial Building (1) was also a gift tothe Town. It was designed i n
1887 by Stephen C Earle, a prom nent Worcester architect. The building wasthe
gift of Sanuel G Gale and hiswife Susan Danon Gale. The structure i s dedicated
to the Danon family; they were long established Holden famly prom nent i ntown
affairs. Originally, the building housed the high school as well as thetown
library.

The Town Hall (5) has been i ncontinuous use as thecenter of t he comunity's
political life since it was constructed i n1836. Before its construction, the
First Congregational Church (2) served as t hetown nmeetinghouse. This structure
was constructed i n1789 and noved toits present site i n 1827.

The Trowel Club (6) was built as a residence i n1787 by Lenuel Davis, who was
the son of thefirst mnister i ntown. Davis bought the |and on which his house

stands from John Hancock. Davis served as a selectman and was t hetown's first
postmaster. Amasa Howe converted the house toaninni n1875. | n1914 it was
the Community House social and meeting center for thetownspeople. | n1922 i t

was purchased by the Masonic Order.

The Baptist community i nHolden constructed theFirst Baptist Church i n 1835.
After an unwel come start i ntown, this denom nationgrew tobe a thriving active
element i nt he community.

Opposite thecivic and religious center of thetow is thesmall conmercial area.
The Red House (11) was originally built as a farmhouse. During the French and
Indian Wars it was used tostore munitions. The second floor was used to train
Revolutionary Vér recruits. Later thefront roomwas thefirst post office anda
cobbler's shop was located i nthe basenent.
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Froma point at thelntersectlon of Rt. 122A (Miin St.) and Route 31 (Highland Street)
proceed southwesterly along thenorthwesterly line of Rt. 31 for 202', then north-
westerly along thecemetary wall approximtely 247', then southwesterly 155' alongt he
sout heasterly property line of theland owned by Henry and Al bert Zottoli, then north-
westerly 168' along thesouthwesterly line of the sane property, thennortheasterly
290.8' along thenorthwestern boundaries of theZottoli and MGann properties, then
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The O d Post Office (10) was built i n 1880 and continued its original
function until 1964. The CGeneral Store (9) was for years a bustling
comerlcal enterprise. | ti sbest remenbered by townspeople as Howe

and Geason's General Store. Wen thefirst trolley carwasrunto the
town, i twas brightly bedecked with strings of electric lights.
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across Rt. 122A approximately 132" northeasterly along the northwestern boundary
of theproperty of the First Baptist Church, then proceed 12' southeast, then
183.52' northeasterly along the northwestern property line of the First Baptist
Church, then proceed 107.84' southeasterlyalong the northeasterly line of the

sane property t o Maple Street, then proceed southwesterly 38.27" along the northwest-

erii s"ce of Maple Street, proceed across Maple Street and then 147.7" i na south-
easterly direction along the northeasternline of the Trowel Club property, then

62.14' northeasterly on the northwestern line of the Town Hall, then 127.97" southeas-
terly along the northeastern line of the Town Hall property, then 294.72' northeasterly

along the northwestern property line of the Danon Mm orial Building, then 246.5

southeasterly, along the northeastern line of the Danon Menorial Building property,

to a point on the northwesterly side of Rt. 31, then approxi mtely 409.95 south-
westerly along the northwesterlyside of Rt. 31 and tothe starting point.
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