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KJ Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered Q9 Unaltered 0 Moved !:zl Orjginal SHe 

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

/\, 

~~-· \ c·J" e barn at the Tate estate is a well con-
-:· ~structed, multi-level farm utility structure. 

The main portion of the structure is thirty­
seven feet wide and fifty feet long, consisting of 
a potato cellar, two corn storage rooms, an equip­
ment storage room and a two level hayloft. There 
are two sheds twelve feet wide and fifty feet long, 
the one on the north for implement storage and one 
on the south for horse stalls . 

The roof of the Tate Barn is covered with hand-cut 
cypress shakes while the walls are covered with 
clapboard siding., The roof of the north shed pro­
jects from the north wall of the barn and its north 
edge is supported by six four-inch by six-inch posts. 
The posts are supported by solid isosceles shaped 
concrete blocks at their base, and braced at the top 
by two by four timbers that taper inward about two 
feet from the edge of the roof to the posts. The 
roof has an eight foot overhang on the west side and 
a two foot overhang on the east side . 

The south shed has solid walls on its north, 
east and west sides , while the south side is mostly 
open with boards nailed horizontally across it much 
in the same manner as a wooden fence, with approx­
imately a one foot opening between each board . The 
roof is covered with cypress shakes and is similar to 
that of the north shed. 

The haylofts are loaded through two large hori­
zontally sliding doors on the front (west) and rear 
(east) facades. A rail is suspended from and par­
allel to the ridge supporting a trolley and hook 
assembly for handling large loads. 

The west elevation of the main section of the 
barn has five openings. The three lower doorways 
are entrances to different levels of the barn. 
Located in between and just above the south and 
central doorways is a sliding door which opens 
into a hayloft area. Another small swinging door 
is located above and north of the sliding door. 
The east elevation has four openings. The south 
end of this elevation has a ground level doorway. 
A sliding door is located above and north of the 
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7. Description 

ground level doorway and two small hinged open­
ings are located in a horizontal line north of 
the sliding door. 

The barn interior is a complex plan that has 
a total of five levels. The lowest level is the 
potato cellar, which is located in the northwest 
corner of the building. The entrance to the 
cellar is the north door of the west side of 
the barn. The center door of the main section 
of the barn leads to a hallway, which is the 
access to the other three levels. The hallway 
runs east and west with stairs on the west end 
at the entrance that ascend to the third level. 
The rooms on the third level are made accessible 
by a hallway that runs north and south and inter­
sects the east-west hall forming a T-shape on 
the north side of the east-west wall. This level 
consists of two rooms located on either side of 
the north-south hall. On the south side of the 
intersection of the hall are a door and a stair­
way that leads to the east room of the second 
level. The west room of the second level is di­
rectly west of the east room and in the south­
west corner of the barn. 

The fourth and fifth levels are storage 
areas for hay and would be considered the barn 
loft. The access to the fourth level, which 
is one large room, is the stairway on the east 
end of the east-west hall. A small sect~on of 
stairs on the north-central side of the fourth 
level leads to the fifth level, which is also 
one large open room used as a hayloft. There 
is a large s liding door on both the east and 
west sides of the fourth level with a small 
opening on the west end of the fifth level. 

The barn is ~uilt of cypress timbe7s. The o\ ~101 ~fj~ 
structural frame 1s a braced post and l1ntel y')r \0 lr/,:)\ 
~ystem •. The c~lumns ~nd b~ams ~re four by sixt!/:--v \,\3~ ,'1 ?\ 
1nches 1n sect1onal d1mens1on w1 th two by s ix ~~ 6 ~~ .\.::-'1 
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7. Description 

joists and one by three stripping under the 
cypress shingles. 

Because of the excellent weathering quality 
of its cypress timbers and the outstanding crafts­
manship employed in its construction, Tate's Barn 
is in good physical condition. 
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0 Historic 
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0 Engineering 
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0 Invention 
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Architecture 
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0 Military 

O Music 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/ Phi-

le>sophy 

0 • Sdttnce 

0 Sc.,,lptun• 

0 Socia f/ Human-

it arion 

0 Th..ater 

Q, Transportation 

IKJ 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning, 

0 Other (SpecifY} 

£The Tates were among the earliest settlers 
of Arkansas and were the first settlers of 
Ouachita County.f In 1816 Captain Richard Tate, 
a veteran of the War of 1812, left North Carolina 
with Abe, his slave, seeking gold. After a short 
and unprofitable stay in Oklahoma, the Captain 
returned to Tennessee where some of his relatives 
lived. 

In the fall 1818, however, he again headed 
west to Arkansas. On May 5, 18 1 9, the boat be­
came stranded on the Ouachita River, and the two 
men, master and slave, settled nearly on a ~ spst 
thereafter known as Tate's Bluff. Ten years 
later, other Tate'.i3 .. f gl lowed.1 ,Risharcl;' s :r~Pt\~ws, 
John Tate, who brought his wife and four sons; 
and William H. Tate, along _.with h~s .,wife an~ ~ . 
brother-in-law. Also included in the group were 
Richard's neice and her husband, Mr. Dousak Gates, 
and a Mr. Harrison and a Mr. Watkins. 

Members of the family were, thus, prominent 
in Ouachita County from its first settlement. 
Judge W. F. Tate although born in Dallas County, 
was a descendent of Captain Tate and returned to 
that area his forbears had settled. Judge Tate 
served as county judge, and secretary of the 
school board for many years in addition to other 
interests. 

Consequently, the Tate property has consid­
erable local historical significance. However, 
the principal importance of the Tate Barn arises 
from its being nothing more or less than a first­
class barn. Its five levels and - its roof of · 
hand-cut cypress shingles make it f~irly eiab~­
rate for a farm building. This and its unaltered 



Camden, 
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Arkansas. Personal interview with Mrs. Walter 
Tate . June, 1971 . 

NAME AND T I TLE : 

Staff 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Arkansas Hi s toric Preservation Pr :; 1971 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1023 We s t Third Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Nationa l Re:;;ister and cer tify that it has been 

eval uated according to the criteria_a,nd procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local Q<J: 

~d-~--liilaffi E . Henderson 
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STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

ic Preservation 
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8 . Significance 

state make it almost unique . 

The structure was probabl y built during the 
1880 ' s, although the exact date of construction 
is uncertain . It is an excel l ent examp l e a nd a 
we l l - preserved symbo l of a life styl e that i s 
rapidly disappeari ng from the Mid- South . When i t 
wa s built the sta te wa s a l most entire l y rural, 
Litt l e Rock and Fort Smith were only smal l towns ; 
Fayetteville and Hot Springs , only l arge villages . 
No f amous general ever qua rtered his horses a t the 
Ba rn ; no notorious desperadoes ever " hid out" f rom 
the l aw in the place ; yet i t remains a simp l e and 
rather d i gnified relic of the past . 
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