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The Parkman Tavem is located at the corner of Sudbury and Powder M i l l Roads i 
in the Town of Concord adjacent to a one and a half acre pond. I t is a two ^ 
and a half story five bay center entrance wood framed structure sheathed with 
clapboards. A central chimney with a corbelled cap rises through a ridge roof. .j 
The foundation is fieldstone. A modem one story shed-roof e l l which replaced < 
an earlier bam extends from i t s northeast comer. 

It is believed that the house was constructed in the seventeenth century and 
remodeled in 1770 and 1820. The early date is supported by several features: the ^ 
position of the chimney in front of the ridge; the fenestration of the side ele­
vations with paired windows placed toward the front and presumably older portion 
of the structure; and interior details such as feather edged sheathing and cham­
fered beams. ,~^B • •• • . . . „•.. • ^ 

The present appearance of the facade is the result of a ninteenth century remodeling 
: and reflects the popularity of the Greek Revival style. The entrance is framed ; 
by f u l l length side lights and a shallow pediment and is flanked on either side by ,1 
two windows. The three windows of the second story repeat the side light pattern i 
of the front door. 6/9 double hung sash appears throughout the building. «. 

The window surrounds and comerboards are formed of simple flush boarding. The j 
molded comice has short retums and is raked in the gable ends. 

Inside the stairway leading to the cellar are traces of much earlier stairs, going 
in the opposite direction, possibly at one time to a buttery. The cellar door in " 
the dining room dates from the 17th century. \ 

Upstairs there are two large ch^bers. The east bedroom contains 17th century 
vertical feather-edged sheathing. The 17th century posts and beams have been 
boxed with beaded-edged boards, probably in 1770. The front window was altered 
from the more traditional two windows about 1820 by an architect working in | 
Lexington. He also changed the windows in the upstairs front hall and the west 
bedroom. 

In the front hall one can see the original 17th century beams, containing traces 
of egg yolk paint. The a t t i c stairs have been boarded up, but one can see in ^ 
the plaster under the wallpaper where they originally went. i 

I 
The westem bedroom contains plaster dating from the^ 17th century.- Fragments of I 
diamond paned glass from the original casement windows have been found inside ' 
the walls as well as pieces of the wooden casement window frames. The size and 
shape of these windows is clearly visible in the plaster, which has been protected 
under a layer of canvas. Traces of the same 17th century feather-edged sheathing 
that exists in the east bedroom were found in the wall of the west bedroom. I t 
was tom down in 1820 when the at t i c stairs were removed. The present owners 
have restored that sheathing. In addition, brick insulation dating from the 17th 
century was found inside the walls o£ both brgdooms. The ceilings in these bed­
rooms are very high, nine feet. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

X l 600-1699 

—1700-1799 

—1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

-^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC "•; • f ' l / 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-REUGION 

-SCIENCE J 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER .• • 

-TRANSPORTATION - -

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 4 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1659 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT George wheeler 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Parkman Tavern possesses integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association. I t is associated with events which have contributed to 
the broad pattems of our history, with persons important in Concord's past and i t 
embodies many of the distinctive characteristics of f i r s t period construction ex­
panded by eighteenth and ninteenth century owners. I t is one of the oldest houses • 
in Concord and stands on i t s original site. During most of i t s history, i t was ' 
owned and occupied by the Wheeler family, one of the earliest, largest and oldest 
Concord families 

I t is believed that the core of the house was b u i l t i n 1659 by George Wheeler for 
his son William at the time of his marriage. George had arrived in Concord in the ,g 
1640's, and purchasing much of the southwestem section of town known as Nine Acre 
Comer (where the Parkman Tavem is located) from Peter Bulkely, quickly became one 
of the larger landowners. He was elected selectman in 1660. 

The house remained in Wheeler ownership u n t i l 1770 when Amos Wheeler sold i t to William 
Parkman, a wealthy Boston merchant. Parkman was one of the messengers sent to wam 
the inhabitants of neighboring towns that the British were coming on April 19, 1775. 
He served as deputy sherrif of the county for most of the twenty-five years he lived 
at Nine Acre Comer. He became deacon of the First Church in 1788, and also served 
as the town's f i r s t postmaster. 

The house takes i t s name from this period when i t was operated as a tavern. Nineteenth 
century accounts described the tavem as "a great place of resort for teamsters, who 
in those days did a l l the business of transportation for the county. His (Parkman's) 
granddaughter remembered that on one occasion her grandfather put up for the night 
over forty teams. She also used to recall vividly the fact that hea-vy Canadian baggage 
wagons, drawn by ten or a dozen as heavy horses, with peculiarly cumbersom harness 
used to appear frequently at the tavern." The success of the tavern may be attributed 
in part to i t s location. In the eighteenth century the "South Road" was a major route 
connecting Lincoln on the east with Marlboro on the west. At that time i t incorporated 
Powder M i l l Road and ran right by the tavem. In the nineteenth century this route 
was supplanted by the Fitchburg Tumpikd (now Route 117) which ran one mile south of 
the tavern. . • . . , v. • 

In 1795 Parkman moved to Concord Village to become a shopkeeper. He sold the house 
and farm to Phineas Wheeler, a nephew of Amos. One of Phineas' sons was Captain 
Artemas IVheeler, a veteran of the War of 1812. He had enlisted in the Concord Light 
Infantry in 1806 and became daptain of the company in 1816. He was a gunsmith by trade 
and is well-known for his invention of the gun with a revolving cylinder for which he 
was granted a patent in 1818. The house remained in the Wheeler family throughout the 
nineteenth century. 
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