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The Parknman Tavem i s |ocated at t he corner of Sudbury and Powder Mi || Roads

in the Town of Concord adjacent t oa one and a half acre pond. |tis atwo 4
and a half story five bay center entrance wood framed structure sheathed with

cl apboards. A central chimmey with a corbelled caprises through aridge roof. N
The foundationis fieldstone. A nodemone story shed-roof ell which replaced <

an earlier bam extends fromits northeast coner.

It isbelieved that thehouse was constructed intheseventeenth century and
renodel ed in 1770 and 1820. The early date is supported by several features:
position of thechimey infront of theridge; thefenestration of theside e
vations with paired wi ndows placed toward thefront and presunmably ol der pt
of thestructure; andinterior details such as feather edged sheathing and
f ered beans. ,~"Be e . A S

The present appearance of the facade i s the result of aninteenthcentury renodeling
cand reflects the popularity of the Geek Revival style. The entrance is franed

|

by full lengthside lights and a shallow pedinment and i s flanked on either side by
two wi ndows. The three windows of the second story repeat theside [ight pattern [
of the front door. &9 double hung sash appears throughout the building. «

The w ndow surrounds and comerboards areforned of sinple flush boarding. The ]

mol ded com ce has short retunms and i s raked inthe gable ends.

Inside thestairway leadingt othe cellar aretraces of nuch earlier stairs, going
intheopposite direction, possibly at onetime toabuttery. The cellar door i n
thedi ning roomdates fromthe 17th century.

Upstairs there aretwo |l arge ch®bers. The east bedroom contains 17th century
vertical feather-edged sheathing. The 17th century posts and beans have been
boxed with beaded- edged boards, probably in 1770. The front w ndow was altered
fromthe nore traditional twow ndows about 1820 by an architect working in
Lexington. He also changed the windows i nthe upstairs front hall and the west
bedr oom

In the front hall one can seethe original 17th century beans, containingtraces
of egg yolk paint. The attic stairs have been boarded up, but one can see i n A
the plaster under the wallpaper where they originally went. i

The west em bedroom contains plaster dating fromthe 17th century.- Fragnents of I
di anond paned glass fromthe original casenent w ndows have been found inside

the walls as wel| as pieces of the wooden casenent w ndow franes. The size and

shape of these windows i s clearly visible inthe plaster, which has beenprotected
under a layer of canvas. Traces of the sane 17th century feather-edged sheathing

that exists inthe east bedroomwere found i nthe wall of the west bedroom 1| t

was t omdown i n 1820 when t heattic stairs were renmoved. The present owners

have restored that sheathing. | naddition, brick insulation dating fromthe 17th
century was found inside the walls of both brgdoons. The ceilings i n these bed-
roons arevery high, nine feet.
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The Parknan Tavern possesses integrity of design, setting, materials, worknmanship,
feeling and association. |t isassociated with events which have contributedto

the broad pattems of our history, with persons inportant i nConcord s past and it
enbodi es nmany of the distinctive characteristics of first period construction ex-
panded by eighteenth and ninteenth century owners. It i s one of theoldest houses e
in Concord and stands on its original site. During nost of its history, it was '
owned and occupi ed by t he Wheeler famly, one of the earliest, |argest and ol dest
Concord famlies

It i sbelieved that thecore of the house was built i n1659 by George Weel er f or

his sonWlliam at thetime of hi smarriage. George had arrived i nConcord i nthe ,g
1640' s, and purchasing nuch of t he sout hwest em section of town known as N ne Acre
Comrer (where t he Parkman Tavem i s | ocated) from Peter Bul kel'y, quickly becane one

of the larger landowners. He was elected selectnmani n 1660.

The house renai ned i n Wieel er ownershipuntil 1770 when Anos Wheel er sold it toWIliam
Parknman, a weal thy Boston nerchant. Parknman was one of t he nessengers sent t o wam

the inhabitants of neighboring towns that theBritish were comng on April 19, 1775.
He served as deputy sherrif of the county for nmost of the twenty-five years he Iived

at Nine Acre Conmer. He becane deacon of the First Church i n1788, and al so served

as thetown's first postnaster.

The house takes its nane fromthis period when it was operated as a tavern. Nineteenth
century accounts described thetavem as "a great place of resort forteansters, who

in those days didall the business of transportation for the county. Hi s (Parknan's)
granddaughter renenbered that on one occasion her grandfather put up for the night

over forty teams. She also used t orecall vividly thefact that hea-vy Canadi an baggage
wagons, drawn by ten or a dozen as heavy horses, with peculiarly cunbersom harness
used t o appear frequently at thetavern." The success of the tavern nay be attributed
in part toits location. Intheeighteenth century the "South Road" was a major route
connecting Lincoln ontheeast with Marlboro on thewest. At that time it incorporated
Powder Mill Road and ranright by thetavem I nthenineteenth century this route
was suppl anted by t heFitchburg Tunpi kd (now Route 117) which ranone mle south of
the tavern. . ® . . , V. e

In 1795 Parknman noved t o Concord Village t obecone a shopkeeper. He sold t hehouse

and farmt o Phineas Weel er, a nephew of Anos. Qre of Phineas' sons was Captain
Artemas |Vheeler, aveteran of the Vér of 1812. He had enlisted i ntheConcord Light
Infantry i n 1806 and becane daptain of the conpany i n 1816. He was a gunsmithby trade
and i swell-known for hisinvention of the gunwith arevolving cylinder for which he
was granted a patent i n1818. The house remained i nthe Wieeler famly throughout t he
ni neteenth century.
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